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Disaster Defense Plan 
CJTF SEVEN No, 1-54 

(1) CONDITION III - Winds of fifty (50) knots or more anticipated 
within a forty-eight (48) hours. 

(2) CONDITION II - Winds of fifty (50) knots or more anticipated 
within a twenty-four (24) period. 

(3) CONDITION I - Winds o! fifty (50) knots or more anticipated 
Within twelve (12) hours. 

c. A tidal wave bears no relation to the oceanic tides but is the re­
sult of extremely large displacements o! water in the ocean caused by 
eart.h slippage. Most tidal waves in the Pacific originate in the Gulf 
of Alaska, llhere earth slippages are not rare. The destructive energy 
released by a tidal wave occurs when it enters shallow water, increases 
in heignt very abruptly and breaks on or near the shore line. Destruc­
tion associated with such a wave is caused by the rapid rise in water 
which undermines foundations, collapses structures and drowns person­
OP.L The difficulty in coping with a tidal wave stems from the fact 
that it cannot be seen in deep water and that it moves at such a high 
r~te of speed. The primary means by llhich the existence o! a tidal 
wave is determined is through the observation of earth slippages by 
the use of seismographs. A seismograph warning net exists in the 
Pacific and ATCOM, ENIWETOK will receive warnings from CINCPAC or the 
Commander, Hawaiian Defense Co111111and ( COMHAWDEFCOM) • The following 
characteristics o! ENIWETOK and BIKINI ATOLLS serve to decrease the 
prcbability of serious damage due to the effects of a tidal wave: 

(1) The base structure of the atolls rises abruptly from the sea­
ward sides, Therefore, topographical features such as long shelving 
approaches or confining hill or harbor structures are absent. 

(2) Both atolls are approximately 2,000 nautical miles removed 
from t.ne Pacific "earthquake belt" in llhich most Pacific tidal waves 
originat.e .. 

(3) The most probable direction of approach by a tidal wave is 
fTom the nort.h and since all major camp sites are in the southern part 
of each atoll the effects would be somewhat reduced. 

d. The title "task group commander", as employed in this plan, in­
cludes the Headquarters Commandant, JTF SEVEN. 

2. Mission. The mission o! CJTF SEVEN as Atoll Comi:iander, ENIWETOK 
(ATCOM, ENIWETOK), in the event or a natural disaster, is: 

a. To provide for the security of government and private property in 
the forward area. 

b. To protect national security by safeguarding all security informa­
tion and material, particularly BESTRICTED DATA and TOP SECRET matter, 
against loss, destruction and compromise. 

c. To Qrovide for the destruction o! security information and mater­
ial, particularly RESTRICTED DATA and TOP SECRET matter, in the event 
all safety measures have !ailed. See Security Memorandum No. 6, Hq 
JTF SEVEN, dated 13 September 1953. 

3. Tasks For Subordinate Units. Upon announcement by ATCOM, ENIWETOK of 
dieaster conditions, Headquarters COllllll&lldant, JTF SEVEN, will coor­
dinate the designation of safety areas on PARRY ISLAND. 
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a. CTG 7.1 will: 

(1) Designate key scientific personnel and items of material to be 
evacuated. 

(2) On order of ATCOM, ENIWETOK, supervise the evacuation of desig­
nated personnel and items of material. 

(3) Prepare to secure and protect all personnel, equipment, classi­
fied material and utilities for 'Which responsible. 

b. CTG 7.2 will: 

(1) Provide protective shelter tor all personnel located on 
ENIWETOK ISLAND. 

(2) Assist in the evacuation of personnel from islands north of 
PARRY ISLAND to PARRY and ENIWETOK ISLANDS. 

(3) Secure all sma.11 craft ot the TG 7.2 boat pool, as augmented 
by small craft of TG 7,3. 

(4) Prepare to secure and protect all personnel, equipment, clas­
sified material and utilities essential to the conduct of operations 
of JTF SEVEN for 'Which responsible. 

c. CTG 7.3 will: 

(1) Assist in the evacuation of personnel from islands north of 
PARRY ISLAND to PARRY and ENIWETOK ISLANDS. 

(2) On order from ATCOM, ENIWETOK, assume detached and independent 
control of the seagoing elements of TG 7.3 and act in the best inter­
ests of task group safety. 

(3) In coordination with CTG 7.4, execute aircraft evacuation plan 
for TG 7.3 aircraft on ENIWETOK. 

(4) In coordination with CO, NAVSTA KWAJALEIN, execute evacuation 
of TG 7.3 aircraft on KWAJALEIN. 

(5) Assist CTG 7.1 in the evacuation of designated key scientific 
personnel and items of material. 

d. CTG 7,4 will: 

(1) Coordinate with CTG 7.2 in the development of disaster plans 
tor ENIWETOK ISLAND. 

(2) -On order from ATCOM, ENIWETOK, assume detached and independent 
control of TG 7.4 personnel and aircraft based on ENIWETOK and act in 
the best interests of task group safety. 

(3) On order of ATCOM, ENIWETOK, execute aircraft evacuation plan 
for aircraft on ENIWETOK. 

(4) Be prepared to render timely assistance to outlying weather 
units which may have suffered casualties. 

(5) Assist CTG 7.1 in the evacuation of designated key scientific 
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personnel and items of material. 

e. CTG 7.5 will: 

{l) On EHnfETOK ATOLL, provide protective measures !or all person­
nel located north or PARRY ISLAND. 

(2) In coordination with Jleadquarters Commandant, JTF SEVEN, pro­
vide protection for all personnel on PARRY ISLAND. 

(3) Assist CTG 7.1 in the evacuation of designated key scientific 
personnel and items or material. 

(4) Provide protective measures !or personnel on BIKINI ATOLL. 

g. Upon the announcement b7 ATCOM, ENIWETOK, o! the imminent approach 
ot a tidal wave, all personnel will immediately proceed in an orderly 
manner to designated assembly areas. This must be done quickly due to 
the enormous speed of advance o! the tidal wave and the necessarily 
ahort warning notice that can be given preceding the arrival o! a tidal 
wave. The islands in the northern part of both ENIWETOK and BIKINI 
ATOLLS are very low lying, being only one or two !eet above sea level 
at extreme high tide. The southern islands, such as PARRY, ENIWETOK, 
BIKINI and ENIU, are slightly higher. All personnel should go to these 
islands i! time permits and i! there is adequate time and the situation 
warrants such action all personnel will be evacuated aboard ship or 
aircraft. 

x. All Task Group Co111111&nders 

(1) See Annexes A and B !or detailed tasks. 

(2) Each task group camaa.nder will llL'lintain current implementing 
plans in accordance with this plan. 

(3) All elements or JTF SEVEN stationed in areas other than on 
ENIWETOK and BIKINI ATOLLS and the uninhabited weather islands will be 
guided by local procedures in the event o! ~tural disaster. 

4. Administrative and Lo~istical Matters. CJTF SEVEN Administrative 
Order No. 2-53 applies, Changes in logistical procedures occasioned 
by disaster will be announced. 

5. Command and Signal Matters 

a. In the event or a natural disaster, the Assistant Chief of Staff, 
J-5, Hq JTF SEVEN, will immediately assume operational control or all 
task force cOllllllWU.cations facilities except those aboard aircraft or 
vessel(·or TG 7.3 and TG 7.4 when under independent operational con­
trol o! respective commanders, as specified in paragraphs 3c(2) and 
Jd(2). With task group coordination, all existing atomic test commu­
nications facilities will be converted to emergency communications 
requirements. Minimum emergency communications requirements will be 
included in task group disaster plans. 

b. Command Posts. (See Annex K, CJTF SEVEN Operation Order No. 3-53, 
!or ahot phase locations). 
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!lli!I 
CJTF SEVEN (ATCOM, ENIWETOK) 

CTG 7.1 

CTG 7.2 

CTG 7.3 

C'l'G 7.4 

CTG 7.5 

NOBMAL LOCATION 

PARRY ISLAND 

PARRY ISWD 

ENIWETOK ISLAND 

PARRY ISWD or CVE (BAIROKO) 

ERIWETOK ISWD 

PARRY ISWD 

~~ 
Annex: 

A - Typhoon Plan 
B - Tidal Wave Plan 

DISTRIIllTION: 

CINCPAC (1) 
CTG 7.1 (10) 
CTG 7.2 (5) 
CTG 7.3 (45) 
CTG 7.4 (10) 
CTG 7.5 (8) 
JTF SEVEN um, Travis AFB, C&li!. (l) 
JTF SEVEN I.HO, NSC , Oakland 1 C&li!. ( l) 
JTF SEVEN Um, Hickam AFB, T .H. (l) 
JTF SEVEN I.HO, Kwajalein, M.I. (l) 
JTF SEVEN Sci~nti!ic Director (l) 
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HEADQUARTERS, JOI.NT TASK FORCE SEVEN 
Washington 25, D. C. 
5 January 1954 

Annex A to CJTF SEVEN Disaster Defense Plan No. 1-54 

TIPHOON PLAN 

The following tasks will be accomplished in order to insure safety 
of the task force in the event a tJ'Phoon threatens the forward area in­
stallations while the task force is in the forward area. 

a. Hg COl!llllBndant , JTF SEVEN, will: 

(l} In coordination with CTG 7 .1 and CTG 7. 5, determine aHignment 
of Pacific type buildings as tJ'Phoon shelters on PARRY ISLAND. 

(2) Prepare and disseminate instructions to all personnel ot Hq 
JTF SEVEN, indicating action to be taken in the event of a typhoon. 

b. CTG 7.1 will: 

(1) Assist the Hq Commandant, JTF SEVEN, in the assignment of 
Pacific t7Pe buildings as typhoon shelters. 

(2) Designate key scientific personnel and items o! material to be 
evacuated, 

(3) On order o! ATCOM, EN'I\IETOK, supervise the evacuation o! desig­
nated personnel and items of material. 

( 4) Coordinate with CTG 7. 5 in the use of the "multi-story building" 
on ENGEBI ISLAND as a typhoon shelter. 

c, CTG 7.2 will: 

(1) Provide protective shelter tor all personnel located on 
ENIWETOK ISLAND. 

(2) On order or ATCOM, ENIWETOK, assist in the evacuation or per­
sonnel from islands north of PARRY ISLAND to ENGEBI, PARRY or ENIWETOK 
ISLAND. 

(3) Secure all small craft of the TG 7. 2 boat pool. 

(4) Make gasoline and diesel engine emergency generators availa­
ble to provide essential power tor ENIWETOK ISLAND. 

(5) Provide emergency supplies of rations, water, medical items 
and heating facilities to all personnel based on ENIWETOK ISLAND. 

d. CTG-7,3 will: 

(1) On order of ATCOM, ENIWETOK, assist in the evacuation of per­
sonnel from islands nortb of PARRY ISLAND and ENINMAN ISLAND. 

(2) On order o! ATCOM, ENIWETOK, aesume detached and independent 
control ot the seagoing elements of TG 7 ,3 and act in the best inter­
ests o! task group safety. 

(3) Upon aslJUllling independent control of seagoing 'elements of TG 
7,3, transmit weather reports to ATCOM, ENIWETOK at least every three 
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(3) hours. 

(4) In coordination with C'l'G 7.4 at ENIWETOK and CO, NAVSTA 
KWAJALEDI, execute aircraft evacuation plans. 

(5) Assist C'l'G 7.1 in the evacuation of designated key scientific 
personnel and items of material. 

(6) After the typhoon llas passed, assist shore-based units as di­
rected b7 ATCOM, ENIWETOK. 

e. C'l'G 7.4 will: 

(1) Assist in the evacuation o! personnel !rom islands north o! 
PARRY ISLAND to PARRY, ENGEBI or ENIWETOK ISLANDS. 

(2) Coordinate with CTG 7.2 in the preparation of typhoon plans 
!or personnel based on ENIWETOK ISLAND to insure a coordinated e!!ort. 

(3) On order o! ATCOM, ENIWETOK, assume detached and independent 
control of TG 7.4 personnel and aircraft based on ENIWETOK ISLAND and 
act in the best interests o! task group sa!ety. 

(4) On order of ATCOM, ENIWETOK, evacuate aircraft from ENIWETOK 
ISLAND to a designated sate location. 

(5) Secure all aircraft on ENIWETOK and BIKINI not evacuated. 

(6) Be prepared to render timely assistance to outlying weather 
units which may have suffered casualties during the typhoon. 

(7) Assist C'l'G 7,1 in the evacuation o! designated key scientific 
personnel and items of material. 

! . CTG 7. 5 will: 

(1) Assist the Hq Commandant, JTF SEVEN, in the assignment of 
Pacific type buildings as typhoon shelters on PARRY ISLAND. 

(2) Consistent with facilities available, provide !or the protec­
tion o! personnel based on BIKINI ATOLL. 

(3) Provide for the use o! the "mu.l.ti-stor,r building" on ENGEBI 
ISLAND as a typhoon shelter for personnel in that vicinity. 

(4) Secure all small craft of the 'l'G 7.5 boat pool to the extent 
practicable. 

(51~·Provide emergency supplies o! rations, water, medical items 
aud heating facilities to all personnel except on ENIWETOK ISLAND. 

(6) Assist CTG 7.1 in the evacuation of designated key scientific 
personnel and ite11111 of material. 

x, All Task Group Commanders 

(1) On announcement of CCJIDITION III: 

(a) Prepare to accomplish assigned tasks. 
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(b) Prepare final musters to include personnel attached from 
other units. 

(2) On announcement of CONDITION II: 

(a) Suspend all routine activity and direct maxi.mum effort to­
ward accomplishment of assigned tasks. 

(b) Man command posts and establish emergenc;r collllllllllications. 

(c) Secure designated buildings for typhoon protection. 

(3) On announcement or CONDinON I: 

(a) Secure electrical power to all buildings except those re-
quiring lighting during the emergenc;r. 

(b) Station damage control, rescue and first aid parties. 

(c) Extinguish all unnecesear;r fires. 

(d) Complete assigned pre-typhoon tasks. 

(4) When the storm abates: 

(a) Man emergency communications until normal channels are re-
stored. 

(b) Muster all personnel as soon as possible and report to 
ATCOM, ENIWETOK. 

{c) Provide assistance to the injured. 

(d) Report damage to ATCOM, ENIWETOK. 

(e) Protect areas of responsibilit;r from looting and outbreak 
of fire. 

(f) Begin rehabilitation work on an established priorit;r basis 
in order to resume normal operations as soon as possible. 

OFFICIAL: 

,i'l, t!;~~, 
W. S. COWART, JR. 
Colonel, U.S. Air orce 
Assistant Chief of Staff, J-3 
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Major General, U.S. A~ 
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HEADQUARTERS, JOINT TASK FORCE SEVEN 
Washington 25, D. C. 
5 Janu&rT 1954 

Annex B to CJTF SEVIN Disaster Defense Plan Ho. 1-54 

TIDAL WAVE PLAN 

the following tasks will be accOlllPlisbed in order to insure safety 
o! the task force in the ennt a tidal wave warning is received during 
forward area operations. 

a. Hg Commandant, JTF SEVEN, will: 

(1) In coordination with C'l'G 7.1 and C'l'G 7,5, designate assembly 
areas for units based on PARR? ISLAND. 

(2) Prepare and disseminate instructions to all personnel o! Hq 
JTF SEVEN, indicating action to be taken in the event o! a tidal wave 
warning. 

b. CTG 7.1 will: 

(1) Assist the Hq COllllllandant, JTF SEVEN, in the establishment o! 
appropriate assembly areas on PARRY ISIJ.ND. 

(2) Maintain a list of key personnel and designated items or cri­
tical material to be evacuated in the event o! a tidal wave warning. 

(J) Assist CTG 7,4 in the evacuation o! designated personnel and 
critical material. 

(4) Instruct all personnel under bis command as to actions to be 
taken in the event o! a tidal wave. 

(5) Provide !or emergency assistance to persons injured or in dis­
tress during and after the disturbance. 

c. CTG 7.2 will: 

(1) In coordination with CTG 7,4, designate appropriate assembly 
areas on ENI'WETOK. 

(2) Assist CTG 7.1 and CTG 7.4 in the evacuation or designated key 
scientific personnel and items o! critical equipment. 

(J) Insure that all personnel based on ENI'WETOK ISLAND are thor­
oughly indoctrinated as to actions to be taken in the event of a tidal 
wave warning. 

(4) Make gasoline and diesel engine emergency generators available 
to provide essential power !or ENIWETOK ISLAND. -.. 

( 5) 'Pl-ovide '9rnergency supplies o! rations, water, medical items 
and heating facilities. 

d. CTG 7,3 will: 

(1) On order of ATCOM, ENIWETOK, assume detached and independent 
control or all seagoing elements of TG 7,3 and act in the best inter­
ests of task group sa!ety. 
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• .. J 

(2) Evacuate 'l'G 7,3 aircratt from ENIWETOK ISLAND. 

(J) Be prepared to assist in the emergenc7 subsisting or shore­
based personnel. 

(4) Provide emergencr hospital facilities in the event shore-based 
facilities become damaged bqond use. 

(5) Be prepared to dispatch rescue parties to islands of ENIWETOK 
and BIKINI ATOU.S as directed bf ATCOM, ENIWETOK. 

e. Cl'G 7.4 will: 

(1) On order of ATCOH, ENIWETOK, evacuate designated kq scientific 
personnel and items of critical material. 

(2) Coordinate with Cl'G 7 .2 in the preparation or tidal wave plans 
for ENIWETOK ISLAND. 

(J) On order of ATCOM, DIWETOK, assume detached and independent 
control of l'G 7,4 aircraft and crews based on ENIWETOK ISLAND. Act 
in the best interests of task group saret7. 

(4) Be prepared to render timely assistance to outl71ng weather 
units which ma7 have suffered casualties. 

(5) Assist in the evacuation of hospitalized personnel and the 
post-disaster evacuation of critically injured. 

(6) Secure all aircraft on ENIWETOK and BIKINI not evacuated. 

f. C'IG 7. 5 will: 

(1) Prepare plans and disseminate information to all personnel 
based at BIKINI, indicating action to be taken in the event or a tidal 
wave. Coordinate with Cl'G 7,2 in the preparation of such plans. 

(2) Make emergen1:7 generators available to provide essential power. 

(3) Provide emergenc7 supplies of rations, water, medical items 
and heating facilities at PARRY and ENINMAN ISLANDS. 

(4) Designate appropriate assembl7 areas on the highest ground at 
BIKINI ATOU.. 

(5) Provide for damage control and rescue parties during and atter 
the disturbance at BIKINI. 

g, All Task Group Commanders 

(l):Maintain current plans to accomplish assigned tasks. 

(2) Insure that all personnel understand the nature of a tidal 
wave and are cognizant of appropriate precautions to minimize the 
e!'fects thereof. 

(3) Provide specific assignments and duties for all civilian and 
military personnel for periods before, during and after a tidal wave. 

B-2 



Tidal Wave Plan 
CJTF SEVEN No. 1-54 

(4) Kan emergency cOlllllllllli.cations until normal channels are restored. 

(5) Muster all personnel as soon as possible atter the disturbance 
and report to ATCOM, ENIWETOK the status o! personnel. 

(6) Submit a damage report to ATCOM, ENIWETOK at the earliest time 
practicable alter the disturbance. 

(7) Protect respective areas o! responsibility against looting and 
outbreak o! fires. 

(S) Begin rehabilitation work on a priority basis in order to re­
sume normal operations as soon as possible. 

(9) Secure and protect all classified matter. 

OFFICIAL: 

$:!:1::.i.:t/t. 
Colonel, U.S. Air Force 
Assistant Chief o! Sta!!, J-3 
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P. W. CLARKSON 
Major General, U.S. Arrrry 

Commander 




