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Ue 3. Abrinle Inergy Joiirission
1701 Conciitniion Avonae
Toshiniton 25, D.C.

1. Atteched hzreto is a draft of a letter which this head-
quariers proposes to send to the Janager, Santa Fe Operations Office,
Copics will be distribated to the agencics indicated. Tt is requested
that you return this draft Lo this headguartsrs on or before 28 June
with any comments or sug-estions which you wish to s bmit.

2. Another cony of this drarft letter has been submitted to
General Fields, DA, USASC, for his comments. :
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SUBJECT: Resgonsibilities for Care and Disposition of Native Inhabitants
of Rongelap and Utirik Atolls

TO: Kanager
Canta Fe Operations Office
Box 5400
Albuqguercue, New “‘exico

1. ¥r. James E.Aﬁeeves of your agency telephoned this headquarters
16 June and discussed with Colonel Dyars, J-3 Division, Headquarters JTF
SEVEll, the status of 'r, Thomas A, iaréiscn as representative of General
Clarxzscon con mabters concerning the care and dispesition of evacuated na-

. .
tives., The question Is pertinent slice

[

‘ou assumed en Juqe full respen-
sibility for all A%S matters pertaining to the Pacific Proving Grounds,

2. ©On 14 Yay 195k, CINCPACFLT recuested CJTF SEVEZH to advise that
agency of the name of the person who would represent CJIF SEVEN in the
Foriard Area after the personnel of Headouarters, JTF SEVEN returned to
washington. In order to avoid the nececssity of leaving indefinitely at
nniueuox a SLalf'OfIiCcr of this headquarters, CJIF SSVIN designated Vr,
Hardison his represantative at Iniwetok in connection with the disposition
of native inhabitants of Pongelap and Utirik Atolls., ¥r. Hardison visited
Kwajalein and Yajuro Atolls several tim:s and was ealnently well-qualified
to act as representative of CJTF SEVN in this matter,

3. As you know, the native inhabitants of Utirik Atoll ﬁave been re-
turned from Xwajalein to their home island. The natlve inhabitants of

RFongelap Atoll have been temporarily relocated for a perlod of about one
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year on EJit Island of iajuro utoll, while the radiocactive contamination
of Fongelap decays to acceptable levels, It 1is not now contemplated that
extensive coastruction or fepair vill be necesszry on Rongelap Island when
the inhabitants of that 2toll zre returned to their houes, Conseqﬁently,v
it 1s doubtful thit olaes and llarver, Ine., ~nd the AZC Resident nglneer
at EIniwetok will ba czlled upeon to tcke further actlon in regard to.ﬁhe
care and dispositicn of the natives. !}r, Uardison is, therefore, relieved
of any responsibility as CJIF SEVEN reprecentative in this retter. The
Cozmander, Tesk Group 7.2 will represent CJTF SzVER at Iniwetok on any.
problem vhich wight arise in regard to thes natives.

L, The rospensibilitlies of interested agcncles Jor the continued
care and disgositicn of the natives of Fongelap and Utirik Atolls are de~
lineated for jyour inforrmation as follows:

a. CIICPAC hns overall respensivility under the Departﬂcnt of
Lefense for the completion of the project for tha restoration of atolls,
vith £3C assistance, and f;r the return of inhabitants, CINCPiC delegated
to CINCFACYLT its responsibility in this connection. CINCPACFLT instructed
COIIAVETLXTAT to coordinate and act as its local representzative in the dis-
charge of CILiCF CFLT responsibilities in connection with the displaced na-
tives, COIIAVSTAK'AJ deslignated LCDR Fobsrt ¥, Tells the rroject Officer
to represent CINCPACFLT interests,

b. The routine welfare and care of all Marshall Island natives
ars continuing responsibilities of the iiigh Comalssioner, Trust Territory

of the Pacific Islands, as agent for Teparimsnt of the Interior.
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¢, The Division of Biology zand Yediclne, AEC, will coﬁtinue to
ronitor the physical condition of the native inhabitants of Rongelap and
Utirik Atolls who were exposcd to radioactive contaninaticn as a result
of the first shot of the CASTLE series, DPartles of madlcal and radsafls
personnel under the direction eof Division of Dieclogy end MVedicine, ARG,
will visit the neiives and the a2tolls cencerned peylodically ia order to
ouscrvag the medical kro;recs cf the natives and to zccertzin the earliest
possible time for the return of the Ionjelap natives to their nomes, Ths
first visit of this A¥l-sponsored group is plinned for fugust or Septesber
of this year. Feprescntatives of ihils headquarters will accompany the
LT vavtyg.

d. J(F SzVEY naturally has a continulng luleoirest in thls matter,

JTF SZVEN has furnished funds to pay certaln medical expenses for the natives
vhile at Kwajalein, for the preccurensnt of livestock to replace that lost
as a result of the contanination, for the constructicn of a temporary vil-
lage at !ajuro floll, for the purchase of food and clothing supniies, and
for cther purpos és. JTF S7VEN will continue to provide funds for the pro-
vision of food for the Rongelap natives while they ars at Majuro and will
pay for initial food stocxs when they ars returnsd to theilr homes. CTG
7.2 vill regresent CJTF SZVEX at Tniwetok in connection with disposition
of Utirik and Rongelap natives in the event any problems arlse which can
and must be handled at the Pacific Proving Grounds.

5. 3anta Fe Operations Office has no routine responsibilities for
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the continued care and disposition of these natives. The erection of the

temporary village at Yajuro under the supervision of Ur. lardison was per-

forred with prompiness and efficiency. 2Accordlng to raports rsceived hera
IS + - o & ; ]

the construction is cxcellent, The assistance and cooperation provided by

Hr. Hardison and hils assistants is grently appreciated,
FOR Wil GOl ABIRe
Copy Furnicheds ¥, eCINLEY




