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1. Att2ched k;reto is a draft of a letter which this head
quartsrs proposes to send to the ::anc.t_;er, S'"nta Fe Operations Office. 
Copies will be dj str:i.biited to the= ac::c~ncics indicated. It is requested 
tl12t you r•jt;_rn tn_; s draft to tH __ s hea.dq·~~~rtsrs on or before 28 June 
1·:ith 2.ny conc.e:nts or c~u.~~cst°Lor's w:1i.ch you 1-~-i_sh to s bmit. 

2. l01other co:)y of this draft letter has bsen sabmi tted to 
General Fields, D'IA, USEC, for his co:ri1n2ntso 
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.SUI3JECT: Respon::;ibilities for Cr.re and Disposition of Native Inhabitants 
of Rongelap and Utirik Atolls 

TO: I!anager 
Santa Fe Operations Office 
Box 5400 
/1lbuquerque, !:e;1 "e::dco 

1. i/r. Jc.mes E. Reeves of your agency tele,;_lhoned this headquarters 

16 Jmrn and dlscuss8d with Colonel I',/<1rs, J-3 Division, Headqu?.rle1·s JTF 

SFV:fi/i, the status of !'r. 'Iho;;:'.ls A. Hc::.rdis'..m as representative of General 

Clar!-:E"o;i on r:n.tt2rs co:1cerning the care c..rid rlls.:)csition of eyacuated na-

sibilit;r for all A~G r.,attcrs pertaining to the Pacific Proving Grounds. 

2. On 14 l.'ay 1954, CU:C?f,CFLT rer;.l:ested CJTF SEVSN to advise that 

For;;ard t..r0a Rfter the p.;rsonnel of l:cildqi.,;::-~rters 1 JTF S~'VZN returned to 

·;:ashinGton. In orcbr to .?.void the neces:-;ity of le2.ving indefinitely at. 

Eniwetok a staff officer of this hc2dc::Jart.ers, CJ'.i'F s.svr.::N designated llr. 

Hardison his representative at Eniwetok in con..11ection with the disposition 

of native inhabitants of Pongelap and UtirL~ Atolls. Hr. Hardison visited 

Kwajalein and :.:ajuro Atolls several tirr,:.;:; c,nd y,-as e:;iine:itly well-qualified 

to act as representative of CJTF SEVC:N in this matter. 

3. Aa you know, the native inhabitants of Utirik Atoll have been re-

turned from Kwajalein to ti'1eir home island. The native inhabitants of 

Rongelap Atoll have been ta-nporarily relocated for a period of about one 
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year on Ejit Island of ~.'.:J.juro Atoll, while the radioactive contamination 

of _E.ont:elap decays to acce~)to.ble levels. It is not now contemiJlated that 

extensive co:1structi0n or rep:.d.r -r1ill be necess':lry on nongelap Island whon 

the inh::bit~~!lts of t;ut ''toll c.re rcturccd to their hoi.:cs. Conscc~uently, 

c..t E:nh;2tok hill ba c~ill~d u1~·on to t:::.l:e fm·ther ~cticm in rc.;ard to the 

care <m1 dispositic:L of the n:i.tivcs. :·r. E",rdison is, therefoi·e, relieved 

of <1ny resror;~3ibllity as CJTF SEVE::i re_r:>resentative in this rc.tter. 'i'he 

Co;:l.'"u.ander, 'Icsk Group 7 .2 will represent CJTF S~VSl at Eniwetok on an.Y:. 

problem '"'hich Ed.;::ht a1·5..se in rer;ard. to the natives. 

4. The raspcn~ibilitics of ~1t~~ast~1 ~~c~~ics :or the continued 

li.ncatcd for /vur :lnfor;-·iticn as follo·•;s: 

a. GffC?;,0 b.s ovc:::-.'.111 rcsl~cnsfoility under the Depart:.1cnt of 

[efense for the corr•.pletion of the project for the restoration of atolls, 

with 1:;:,c as2-btcmce, and for the raturn of inh;:!bitants. CE{CJ';;C delegatod 

to- cr:.:cFACFLT its responsibility in this connection. CINCP-"'.CFLT instructed 

co·~:AVST/,K~~.t.J to coordinate G.nd c.ct as its local representc.tive in the dis-

charge of crnc.r, CFLT responsibilities in connection with the displaced n.:?.-

tives. CO.::;;vsTAY..'~AJ desigmted LCD!\ Rebert "'J. ';','ells the ?roject Officer 

to represent CINCPACFLT interests. 

b. The routine welfare and care of all L~arshall Island natives 

are continuing responsibilities of the High Co:..:.:nissioner, Trust Territory 

of the Pacific Islands, as agent tor re?:J.rt:ns~t of the Interior. 
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c. The Division of Biolow and !,~edicine, Ar:C, will continue to 

monitor the physical condition of the n'-'\tive inhabitants of Rongela.p and 

Ut±rik ;_tolls who \rnre exposGd to r:1<lioactive cor.taninaticn as a result 

of the first shot of the CASTLE series, Parties of rn:~dicn.l and radsafe 

i.~er:>otrnel und3r thG direction of Divbion of I'iolot:..:r c:nd ?'edlcine, AFD, 

will visit th•.; n:cti-1es and the 2tolls ccnccr:10d pe1·iodcally in order to 

o"ose::rv.a the r:edic;'ll Froc;reGs cf the natives and to <:.scertc:i.in the earliest 

possible tine for the rctmn of ,the r.on,_;<~lap n,:itives to their hosLes. The 

first visit of tr.is AEC-sr,on$oro:::i ,erou~) is pl ;.nncd for !-.. u~ust or Septeci:.bor 

JTF S::'.VZ.:l h.l.s furnished funds to pay certain rr:cdical exrcnses for the natives 

as a result of the cont2:-J.nation, for the construction of a te'!lporary vil-

la,:;e at !'.ajt1ro J.loll, for the purc!1a:sa of food and clothing sur;plies, and 

for ether pu:q:>0s('S. JTF s.-:VEN will continue to provide funds for tho pro-

vision of food for the Rongelap natives vhile they are at llajuro and will 

pay for initial food stoc;.cs when they 2..re rctumed to their ho,"!ies. CTG 

7. 2 v•ill r-el)re:sent CJTF s-::vsl at ~nlhetok in connection 1;ith disposition 

of Utirik and Rongelap natives in the event any probleos arise 1-d\ich can 

a.nd nu::;t be h,mdled at the Pacific Proving Grounds. 

5. Santa Fe Operations Office has no routine responsibilities for 
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the continued c;~re and disposition of these natives. The erection of the 

ter:l.porary vill:lge at Fajuro under the supcr·vision of l-~r. Hardison ·,;as per-

the construction is e:-cccllent. The assist;-~nce and coopcr'1tion lJrovided by 

Copy Furnis'.icd: 
C DiCPAC r'J_,'f 
co:1iA \'S'.i'MC '/,J 
!~~r. T.A. HarctiEcn, l13~"t'C, r:.'1iv;etok 
CTG 7 .2, ?nL:ctok 
EICO' -1,: I;:-,·-1~IS - ~~r. Frc.nk lrid;dff 
~~r-. C:·.>Ji"~3 .:-i-.__::L .. ~cl, :-:2r)t of .Stc;te 
D:':,., A.~ - T_t Col S-:._',~~i!berg 

L'J:J, 1~:..c - fr. ~o!lJ.--i JuLhGr 
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