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l
ttached is a rather hurried consolidation of three dra:f't memoranda, 
1-3284, JjG0-220, and JE-3465, which were prepared for me in response 

• - , - o my memorandum J-15G-l 78. -------. 
~Origina.J..J..y this study was to be presented in dra:f't form for use in a 
:<general discussion of the use of Taongi by the proposed EPG Coordinating 

Council. At the request of G. W. Johnson this more formal statement is 
issued in advance of review by that Council. Since the general topic is 
clearly a matter for consideration by the Council and since our study 
has been confined to a single aspect of the general problem, I specifi­
ca.J..J..y do not wish to make any general recommendation on the question of 
whether the use of Taongi is justifiable. 

You will note that the study assumes a hy);lothetical generalized opera­
tion though the basic staff menoranda referred to above reflect our 
several very helpful talks with Walter Gibbins about the particular case 
of Hardtack. 

Conclusions from this study which are pertinent to Hard.tack may be com­
bined into the single important point, that rapid action is absolutely 
necessar.f if we are to obtain the facility itself and the support re­
quired to utilize it. Given the policy backing necessary to imple!!lent 
the meeting of our major requirements, -we believe we can successfully 
integrate Taongi into the EPG system to meet a Hard.tack starting date of 
l May 1958. 
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t1:c Fccifie 1~ec.n c.rx. e.re cs follo·.:: 

~ ll:,S-';. Ee:l. dJ.GG 

~-=aJ~.J.e in 356 ff • 

Dikini 285 " " 
Eni...,..:.tck ~-47 P. " 

We~e 324 " t: 

l:'-'t>2i1 202!: .. fl 
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ducteQ. 1n a fMb.ion aizdlnr to B:U:iti operf>ticns 1n the latter pa.-rt of Custlc. 

but mcxli:f':!.ecl by e. fe-tT imz!orlant dii'fere:ices bet't1een the twc location:J. 

VII. 
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f&eilities i!! attacled to this study 8.3 Incloou..re 2. Fron t.hc point of -.,i(.'i-1 of 

pbaoe of Castle, vonld be of wry g?:cat advantage to B1l e~nts of the ~sk 
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et Te.ongi except at~ sleek V£.~...r. AB e. result at those ccmsiderationn, ~ 

estme.te tbe ti?;~ from G:e~u..."'C! of' the L.$D to ?'JDOrin;; al the be.r.;! to 'be no leas 
' I 

thnn tbree a~\ under tl'le moct f'aY~'Sble co?ldit!ms. On the b&cis of ful.1.•til:i;:~ 

4uty for one I.Bl) in moving ehot ba..~G, ve ast.it:!lte a mntrmm 1ntcn31 at five 
I 

&sye betvean ahots. 

2. !~t Pool -----
l:e rec~nd tbc.t all~ beat:> be evacuated frm Tacng1 c1•Jrine 

t1r1ng bec~::;o OZ t..be bl.sh pro~bil1 ty ot ~ end conta:n:tuaticm. 

open \."at.er fro=a th.~ p~sc~ to the v.aitin8 tlh1p, be w.ted out. 'by IcrJ, or be picked 

up by ~r..vits riG<;:::d O!l the tt·tPs. On.a LSD li'...U hold three LC'J'e 1n 1ta Yell. 

bef<T."C ita t~· e cetud 'te put ~:cl: ~ '1t1.cn~1 l.!l~. ~ LCU' e 1n tbit: ccse uould 

ha.."Va to be e~u:.troet: to EUF"'.,Ol't e mi.::.i.~.m Cl\..""'W for at leao·~ fi\-e da;ts. 

3. 
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Ir an UD ~ e£3~u t'ull-t~ du~ to &\rf>por~ 'tM taonei boe.t y.xU 1 
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be ce.bi:l elena. .b AV ccnlld e.ec~da.te the bulk of tbe 7 .l perac.nnel, p!'OViding 

med for rot~t1~ at pencmllf.;1 even g?"Cater tbsn 1.t ~..a been 1n t.be pr.c·~. 

4. !~:"F..t1rr4l'el'Gor.ne?; 

.Fepl'e3e:1tati~ of beth J'!?•7 azd 'l.'G 7 .3 have Cl:Pl'Cssec tM cpW.ou 

opinioL fl"'a! n:P-7 ~i 1r.\l 7 .3 i.3 thnt ou..:h a. ship chotld be either en Nl-C er a 

conta~1.m.ticn. 
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wt~~ be :n~aec.ey to have e. call ca.rricr (CVE). ~facilities ~the 

CURTISS e.nd &$~were not adeque.te tor ~:i.ntemmce. 
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1:o perf'a..Tm :ru~sonnble rep&il."S and det:on.tamif\a:i;ion • 
./ 

In the \:llOtticial op1n1on of represei:t atives of '.ro 7 .41 an em=-ganc;y 

airstrip tor test &:trc:raft vould not be necea&LU'l". tt, how~r, an nir~trip wre 

built. at ho!Gi for other purpcaes, it 1s likely it. would be equined f01· er!ttgcnc7 

me by teat sircratt. 

7. Cci:m.mica.tics ------
Ccmun1c:a.t1onc bctveen Blli\i-etok and~ \.-oald baw to ba at leaat 

equivclent to c~ticms bcttie:en Eniwetok and 1Wll1 ~cut.le. Prior to 

t.be operat~al. pbaae, Balmes a.nil ?la.r\P(U' Yeulil. require tacUitic:: ac 1DL11cc.tcd 1D 

Incloaure 2. 

It would be de:irabl.e, but pr~b~ riot technically feaaible, to ha-re 

w1ce cipbocy equipnent bet".r3en bive·i;ok and ~ongi or !:ll!ini ana. 'l'Ui!Zgi. 

Qemrall~,r g~kj rs, \.'& expect operations :1n tbe ~Si £...""!! to re8C31ble 

B1ldni opere.t1o:ls dnring Ce.stJ.e. The imponllDt ditte:rcmce3 result frol!l tco tae·· 

tors: fil"et, t=t ~ is SS'.ll, sl•:illcm, 8Dd ms no an:b~ for ehips; and 

aecc:r.:d, tbnt T&OD.Gi is en-er tviee a:J fe.:r fre:i Rrlwtok. 

vm. ~t.s ror !PG 

Sav-°.i.llE cutJ.imd a concept o't CV!ra.timls tor i'aoni..~, ve nay nw p-oceeA to 

tbe tbree situe.tiozm d~bed in II. 111 ~ t:iree situat.tono -.:e ccna1~ the 

1. Situt!on l -
~ 'th1s ~1.rot case '.rc.ongi has be-en added. to the l1'G e.:i.4 no re11tr1ct1o2 

1'eyo:ld those ~ut.ing dm-1.Dg !edYin~ have bffn 1zrr2oeed on Bildni~ 1'he ecq\iis1 tion 

of ~ is r:4 advantage 6 ~r, as it permits us :lnter...&J.ly to ~e a 11mi­

tatian vhich ~...ll s~l1f7 our operatieua at. Bil:ini mid ~te the f'1rtng ot 

the oar1ea. 



t.be eec-b&cnd cepabUity at Bikini and reduce the ntlltbor ot ehots scl?ettuled fm· 
!1ld?ti.. Sil::ee \.'9 bnve a&aum.'!d the avalle.bil1 ~ at ~ :we WO'.itd in this ca.ce 

.reco:rnend tlll! tollovi.Dg d1Dtribut1on: ti?e shots 75 t!r e.t 11&onsi; th~ rem1~"r 

(20 shota) t11v1ecd e.bout equally bct'l:ecn Eo.il::otok azid E:Udm. 

COE1plex is uel.l-suited tor this use. A4eqmte barge-e...."'ot f'a.c.U1tiea e:::ist et 

tbe no..-tb eud of both Bni.tmtol: and E:lkiiai iitolls. 

2. Hitu:.tion 2 . ...__.....-.-~ 
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11hilc t·~ n<:qui::it~ ~~;/~·~ cac~, ~ b..."'Cc::.e rather ~re 
ot e. necess~.t-y, ve f'eel, resulted in a net lose 

3. !:!_~,g;on 3 

'his a1·b2at1on represento a vei7 eerioua set-back ~..J!Cb a.a Di1':1n1 

could be ~d at mzt an a at.aging area tor T&o!:lgi and~ lcmser an a tirill8 site. 

In tbi8 Circ"UmStanc~, we would rccomr:iend a :re-ewl.uation at tbe entL--e i::ro- s;ra~ 

based upon r. move or tbs bue fa.cilltieo ava.y tram Eni"-etolt end Pury Ial..andB. 

tl'!:der the u.su:options ot this study, '.bowver, ve would reccr.z~nd the f'ollouillg 

41atr1b'.it1or.: 

Uie zre&;;~ for movi!Je ebots 1ll the Z'£D8"'J l to 5 ta r.re s1~ that, 

'beillg bnrge allots, tbey ~be moved ecally, c.n4 their m:m:m~t to ~~1 re• 

lieve3 the !Ch..""4uli%!Z problem e.t Rc.il."Ctok. 

'lhe cml:1 edvante:;c to be ta.md in Situation 3 1o tbz.t eertain type:; 

ot support rtey 'be :i."edt;.ced belov ta! ~edving level. 

'- tabula:t:i.cm a£ 11':'.jo:' eu!"'",t:>Orl requir~"'1:4ta (ccluaivc of ~G 7 .5 au:;ipor~) 

for the tbrEc e1tuo.t~ 4iesc:ibcd io prei::en"'"~d 1n Illclosure !;.. 

4 InciD: 
1. ~ (f'ro:nJ-3) 
2. Meno, J6-3!f65 (h'm J-6) 
3. LBJ) Scbeanleil (fl"m J-3) 
4. Ta"c~~ t1on o::' M&Jor S.uppoi:t 

Reql: 1-~~n·:;.s (tram J-3) 
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