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> _ Theve has been a test of auna tomic weapon at the proving grounds

Of the Mamio Exergy Commission on Iniwetok Atoll in the Marshall Islande.

' oy wesurity reasons the Ante of the test 1s not being armcunsed, A
classified report of the test results is being made to the Jodnt Committes
on Atomio Energy of the Congress. The test was oconducted under full security
restriotions of the Atonmic Znorgy Act of 1948, and pursuant t0 the proe
visions of the Agt, the publio issumnce of furtaer informatlon couceraing
the test is not pormissible at present,
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HOTE 70 CORRESPONLENISt--Following is a brief resume of previous
statements conceraing the proving srouad at hniwobok Arolls

The Second Report of the United States Atomic Fnergy Comission
to the Congress, dated July 22, 1947, stated that the Commission
"is establishing proving grounds in the Pacifio for routine experie
ments and tests ofatomic weapona,”

On Deoember 1, 1947, it mas anuocunsed that "oonstruotion has
been started on Eniwetok Atoll for the Pasific Oocsan installations
announced lset summer,"

On Decenber 22, 1947, tho s taffing and organization of the
proving ground were announced and on December 30, 1947, pudlis notioce
was given that hasards would exist in a defined area wound Eniwetok
Atoll after Jamuary 31, 1043, and throughout the oalendar year 1948,

In the late winter nonths Jjoint ilasx Forece 7 comprised of uaits
of the Army, Navy, aad Air Foroe sompleted conatruction at the proving
ground, RExtensive instrumentation was inetalled for the use of the
soientiflic and Yechnical group,

The Third Report of ’che Co:niuion to tho Congress, dated Jamiary
31, 1948, referred to the C l;iﬁl $p of weapons ressarah

and stated that "the prinoi 8 fisld 1s the soleatifie
and engineering porrootion:or 1

and that “thoreugh

testing of weapons and lated operation sondltions
is neceasary to improved desi{g®.’t..The Royort noted that “the
saientific and technical tiona of the p ground will provids

new fundazental dats and a br?fu uma:;a ng of the phencmena of
miclear fiu:lon, for poacot‘&l well foy;as, itary application of

atomic energy."
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