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Commander

“w

COI@lISSION

., .,..
Joint Task Foroe SEVEN<~~~,(’~‘

. ./.
‘! ‘!.,.,1

3.2thand ConstitutionlAvenue:.N. W, ,. ,,..:2
Washington25,

Dear Sir:

D.

,.: .,..,,.,<’’:>..,. ;. “%.,, ,.,,Y:, T&w -- .. -. .,
The following:~lnfoqmatimis furnished”asa basis‘upon?;’h

&the Joint Task Foroe’m~?~reR’krea reply to ‘theletters”from..’r,;~,,,
Corporals arid: dated July 2, 1954 and June 24,3 ‘i~’:!i?
1954, re8peotively. ::.+,!)..i).f ..7..,!. ..,..,~,, , J4:’*,!*F

%@
Items In subp’aregpa~,li$:(a,b; and e of:,p~~aph 3 oS.~$~$’0.. ,

lettersare considered.uholaasifiedinformation’:,’1te,m,3disit:’,,. ‘+ <
classifiedas Confidential,RestrlotedData and may be dieouseed+.;~’:>’’,?,,$
only with prope~ly’olearedpersonnel. Item 3f is at present’bei~ WA
treatedas Confidentialinformationby the SurgeonGeneral;U. S; .,’ ‘J:
Army who has custodyof the olinioalrecordsof thepersonnel in ~ ,,>
question, The AtomioEnergy Commissionhas no objeotionto down-, ::
gradingitem 3f to unolasslfiedif competentauthoritydesiresto ‘...,
do SO. ,, ...’. ;-,,

.,,, .~,.,.:;;,,;~j:;;

Ili

In,connection””Mit,hj,lt@m’30,the AtomioEner~.Co@ssiori~.~$~!~~~”~
believesthat much lrifo~t$oh concerningthe actionstakenby,~~:; ;fi

,,..$xj

7.4 to evacuatepersonnel”fromEniwetok”isunclassified. Howevex’, ‘~j
it is undoubtedlytrue that oertaindetailswith which the Com-
missionIs not familiarmay be of a classifiednature. It Is
Lelievedthat with respe”otto this operationalaspeot of the
>~oblem,theTask Foroe is in a much betterpositionthan the
Ijommissionto evaluatematters of olassifioation.The Commlssior?
;~ouldjof course>’be pleaaedto assistin any manner that
on this point,

,;p=~,@”<Q,,‘,,, .’
It is 8uggest.~:$$Qf$;$Wy+:,mplywhich ia.~di<eo~ejj;$q:,

and ‘ ;$o~~~~ardedthroughthe.Co~anding’
of’the SignalCorpsu~’inee’ringLaboratoriesat Fort M-o
underwhose commandthe 9471 TSU is understoodto operate. As,a ‘
means of protectingCorporals and from inadvert-
ently divulgingola8aifiedinformationto tneiy uriclearedoivili.an

,,~“‘;i.
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/

counseland to
fact accurate,

assurethat the Informationwhich Is divulgedIs In”
the AtomicEnergy Commissionrecommendsthat the

Task Force weigh the advisabilityof suggestingthat these
individualssubmitin writingfor AtomicEnergyCommission-
Departmentof Defensereview the preciseInformationwhich they
p;oposeto make available.

The Commissionwould appreciatebeing informedof your action
in this matter,

Sincerelyyours$

K. D. Nichols
GeneralManager

.-

i
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.,.
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MEMORANDUM

#

PRIVACYACTMATERIALREMOVED
J

i

ENCLOSUREII

UNITEDSTATES
ATOMICENERGY COMJIISSION

WASHIN(3TON$DoC.

September7, 1954

.

To : K,D. Nichols,GeneralManager

FROM : BrigadierGeneralK.E. Fields,USA
Direotorof Military Applloation

SUBJECT:CLASSIFICATIONOF INFORMATIONCONCERNINGRADIATION
~._ EXPOSUREOF WEATHER PERSONNELDURING CASTLE

SYMBOL : MAT$NDG

‘Theattachedletterrespondingto a Joint Task Fcrce”
SEVEN request for informationon which to base a reply regard-
ing classificationof certaindetailsin oonneotionwith the -
radiationexposureof”,UnitedStatesweather POrSOnneld~~
CASTLE is forwardedfor yqur sisnat~e as recommendedbY the
Divisionof Biologyand Medioine,

\_

.-

Dr. Bugher has previouslydisoutmedwith thea:firman thei’ ~~~,
possilxllityof legalactionby Corporals
(the two weatherpersonnel.concerned). Althoughit is not ‘ ‘~’j,
known on what basis they might bring a suit againstthe.United”““
State8athe repercussionsthat legalectionmight generateare “
consideredto be”of sufficientsignificancethat thismatter’
shouldbe broughtto the attentionof the Commissioners,

K,E. Fields
BrtgadierGeneral,USA ,
Directorof,MilitaryAPPlic~~ion” “;’

.. ,,
!,

“.

,.

PRIVACYACTMATERIALREMOVED / ~~~ .
,, i...,:,.

.. ~~
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PRIVACYACTMATERIALREY1!IVED

ENCLOSUREIII

HEADQUARTERS
JOINT TASK FORCE SEVEN
Washington25$ D.C, ~!,’

J-2/201.3 16 August 1954

SUBJECT:

TO:

ClassificationInformation .

,,
Directorof MilitaryARplicatlon
United’StatesAtomlo Energy Commission
1901 ConstitutionAve., NW
Washington25> D.C,’

1,

Officer,

Officer,

, +

ReferenceIs made to the followingletters.
.!4.$

.+’,.,.-,!..
a, Letter from C 1,

R
to Cla88iflcation

,,

dated 2 July 195 $ requestingClasaiftcatlonInformation, ‘
. .,,

b, Letterfrom C 1. ‘
t

to Cla88tflca~lon
dated 2 July 195 “requestingClassificationInformation,

~’
c. Letter from Dr.,RalphCarlisleSmith”toCommander$

Jotnt Tas!~Force SEVEN, dated 6 August’1954,subject:Classif’ica-‘
tion Information. ..;;

s.,~,i.,-,
2* Referencela and lb abovewere received in this head-

quartersby third Endorsementfrom Headquarters,Armed Forces
SPecialWeaPOnS Project, They were f’oz%uardedunder cover letter
to Dr. Ralph CarlisleSmith, Joint Task Force SEVEN Classlflca- . ,
tlon Officerfor informationon which to base reply.

~...-

3* UPon the sWgestion of Dr. Smith,basic correspondence
with Endorsementstheretojtogetherwith letterfrom Dr, Smith
Is forwardedfor your Informationant?reply to reference la act ‘
lb, If desired,this headquarterswill preparereply to referenc,b“ “.
la and lb upon receiptof necessaryinformationfrom you,

..
FOR THE CO&$

,.

/s/

H.M. BARR
Cwo usA
Asst Adj (len <.

PRIVACYACTMATERIALREiVliVEDO

\
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PRIVACYACT MATERkL REMOWD.

/

ENCLOSUREIV

UNIVERSITYOF CALIFORNIA
Los Alamos Soientific Laboratory

P*O,Box 1663
Los Alamoa,New Mexico

.
In Reply
Refer to: CLT-549 A~ust 6, 1954 ‘

Commander
,.

Joint Task Force 7 .
Washington25, D,C,

Subjeot: gLA;Afl~CATIoNINFORMATION .

Dear Sir:
-,

\ . ,-

1 am returningherewiththe file on the above-identified ,,
subject,

In my opinion,all of the questionsmay be answeredwith- ~
,-

out involvinginformationaffectingthe nationaldefense, How- , ‘,
ever, the entire subjecthas been taken over by the AtomicEnergy’ ‘“ ;:
Commissionas a matter of policy, I make this statementbased ~
on oonvereationswithDr, Bugher while at Enlwetok, Therefore,
I suggestthat you submitthe ciorresponcienceto GeneralFteldq,
DireotoY,MilitaryApplicationof the Atomic Energy Commission, ,

Very truly yours,

/s/
/ ,,

Ralph CarlisleSmith

..

,,

PHIVACYACTMATERIALREMOVED
.,
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PRIV Y ACTMATERIALREMOVED
‘\ F.” f

I I

/’

L
/\

ENCL~URE V I

9471st~%%~=VICE UNIT
FCRT MCNMOUIWICNIK#HPH DETACHMENT

FORT MONMCUTH NEW JERSEY
.,

2 July 1954 ,“

SUBJECT: ClassificationInformation

TO: ClassificationOfficer

*
\

Atomic Energy Commission
Los Alamos ScientificLaboratories
Los Alamos$New Mexico~, .,

THROUGH: Channels
, ,’..

!

1. The undersigned,Corporal
participatedin OperationCASTLE,conductedby J6int tisk Foroe
Seven, Task Group 71;, Task Unit 13 Projeat6,6, during the . ‘,;”
period 1 January1954 to 15,May 1954’,

2. During the courseof my activitieson OperationCAST~, ‘ ~
I wai stationedon EniwetakIsland of RongerikAtoll, Cm 1 March
1954 while I was on Eniwetak.Island,I was subjectedto radio- i“ ~:
active fall out as a result of”.thethermonuclearexplosionof ..,$;,’
1 March 1954.

30 I wouM like to how if the fo:lowing inaldents ire now ‘!(~
,:.

consideredunclassified,and ,ifit is permleslblefor me to discuss’ ‘“:;
them with civiliancounsel: , ,. ,.,,’

,. ‘t
, a. TMt I Was etationedon Eniwetaklsland of Rong&f.k I “’”

Atoll at time of radioactivefall out,
,,

b, The amount of time spent on the island from the
heglnningof fall out to the evacuationfrom same. ,.,.’.,l

.,
c, The events,detallB,and actionstakenby Task ffro:sp, ;’

7.4 and those in authorityon EnlwetakIslandof RongerikAtoll
concerningthe evacuationof personaelfrom said island,

,,.,?
‘,

d. The amountiofradioactivitythe islandwas.s.ub~ected ‘:;~~,
to during the period 1 March 1954 to 3 March.1954. :,,

.
e, The evacuationdestinationand the-medicalackion’ ‘.- “.~t

taken. ,.:J.,:’J:. ~,..., ,, ,.’;;;.
f. The amount of radioactivecontaminationexposure ~~~ ~:~

recordedon my medicalreoorde, -,..

/s/
.,

Cpl, ,,
ecre ar a

.
0 e: m ar e er rece ve~ ,.

,- 6- EnalosureV
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b

1st Ind

Headquarters,9471stTechnicalServiceUnit, Fort Monmouth
IonosphereDetachment,Fort Monmouth,New Jersey 12 July 1954

THROUGH: Channels

TO: CommanderjTask Unit 13, AFSWP, SandiaBase, New Mexico

Forwardedfor necessaryaction.

)s/

ALBERT GIROUX
capt, Sigc
Commanding

I
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