


plus necessary staff to service this group. There is no provision at
present for accommodating foreign media or foreign cbservers either afloat
or ashore (5 UK and 5 Carnadian cfficial rerresentatives are the exception
to this stetement).
B. COURSTE OF .HCTION

3. The following ccurses cf action have been developed with the
view to minimizing unfavorable impact on forei-n clinate of opinion:

(e) XNo press be invited anc a coorinated information progran bte
developed by AIC and the Departient of Defense to replace press COVETage,
(Only UK and Canacien official observers would be present .

Corment:

(1) Tais solution causes the least problems in terms of
logistics and pressures from other netions. State
believes that tiis wilil create the least public criticism
and comment. Defense has no otjection to this solution,

(2) 1In tl.e absence of accommoCations for personnel and full
facilities for transmission of information ard because
of security resirictions limiting and complicating
coverage on tlie spot, the U.S. Information ..gency feels
that more prctlenms of a puitlic informetion character
would be raised by restricting coverage to certain public
infermation mecia than would be solved. Accordingly the

7.5. Information agency favers this solutlon.
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(@) 1Invitation to the U.S. press only, plus U.X, and Canadian
cfficial observers.
Comment:
(1) This is the sclution recommended by the .IC. Depart-—
ment cof Defense has no objection.
(2) 1In the opinion of the Department of State and CIA,
this soluticn would cause unsatisfactory relations with
our allies and from the stancypoint of foreign climate of
opinion might jecpardi:ze tﬁe future cenduct of weapons
tests in the Pacific,

B, PCSCIBLD SOURCTS OF TINALCING

L. TForeign cfficial cbservers could be recuested to defray the costs
of travel to the point of embarkation, probably Hawaii, Representatives of
foreign media, if accerted on the presently planned press ship, could be
requested to pay on the same basis as the U.5, media representatives, 1t
would not be feasible for mermbers of the foreign press or foreign official
observers to pay for charter of a separate vessel., The vessel presently
planneaAfor U.S. news media might make a second trip for the benefit of
foreign official observers, Cost of the vessel in this case would have to
be assumed by the U.S. Government. The AEC has indicated that it does not
have funds for such a second trips

C. RECOiITNDLTIONS

5. It is recommended that:
(a) The Operations Coor¢incting Board select one of the forejcing
courses of action as the basis of guidance tc the appropriate agencies with

respect to particip.tion of forelgn observers in Operation RID.ING.



(b) If the board approves a course cf action involving attendance
by foreign official representatives, that the Departments of State and
Defense be requested to develop an acceptable method of selection.

(¢) If the Board aporoves a course of action involving attendance
by foreign press representatives that the Department of State and U. S.
Information Agency be requested to develop a method of selecting 2 minimum

number of foreign media representatives (press, TV and radio) .



