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4. Discussion of the Proof Testing Program

General McCormack opened the discussion with a review of the

various types of weapons which might be tested during this program

and what was estimated to be the effectiveness of each weapon. Mr.

Fisk presented a brief outline of the observations that should be made
.“
-.

during the testing operations. Captain Russell reported on the re-
..

suits of his recent discussions at Los Alamos concerning the action

required of the Commission in the proof testing operation.

At the conclusion of this presentation there was considerable dis-

-.

cussion concerning the security aspects of the testing operations and

it was mutually agreed by the MLC and the AEC that this highly clas-

sified operation could not be conducted on a satisfactory minimum

performance if required to conduct the operation under Top Secret

classification.

Several suggestions were made concerning suitable methods of

reducing the classification of the tests. It was agreed that perhaps

the semi-annual report of the AEC to the Congress might be used as

a vehicle for carrying a public release as to the intention of the Com-

mission to test atomic weapons from time to time.

There was further discussion concerning possible locations of the

testing site, the methods tobe used and the organization required. As
a result of this discussion it was generally agreed that the tests must

be conducted at a suitable location in the Pacific Ocean.
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