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CHAIRMAN STRAUSS: 1 have oxpressnd myself on

shot I think this subject is, strongly in the past, and

I would like to loak it ovar,

Iton 2 is tho roturn of the Rongolapesa tc thedir

tome island, Wha is going to spoak to that roint?

LR, FIELDS: Dr, Dusham is going to spoak to this

CHAIRMAN STRAUSS: Dr, Dunham, we are discussing
125/30, Vould you enlighton us on it?

DR, DUNIIAN: This is a problem which the Division

of Blology and Madicine has had under consideration for come

time, the matter of whon it would be bast to return the

Rongolap Islanders to their homa island in the atoll,

The contamination thero was quito heavy several
yoars ago., Cno has to woigh, in thinking of this, ono,
the pessible hazard to the people of roturning tq a
Situation whure therc is a moasurable degres of contamination
against what is happaning to the people by keaping them at

dajuro on the island., The trust territory pooplo tell me

that 4 they arc kopt at hajuro much longor, they may

have doterdiorsted in one sonsc to a state wherothey might

not Lo ablo to rnintain thamsolves on their home island,
With this gonoral background, and again the past

ocord of what nopponad to the Bikini poople and the bittar-

ness that has taon caused becsure they naver did get back




home and never will, puts some urganoy into making .

doclsion. Wo hive hnd a nunmber of studies over the plit !Gyznii‘
ysars in terms «f the oxtexnal radintion hamard to the ’pooplv;o:‘;
and this seems to be clearly minimrl at the prosent time.

The matter of strontium 60 hazard trm‘uti?ng'!
contaminatod food has been evaluated, and with an ldeﬁﬁiiq;r
supplement of unsontaminated rice to their diect, it ia our
feeling that these people will not sxaeed the ‘x‘nixmun ’ ’
permissidble body burdens laid douwn by the Nsiional Ct)n'n\"d.ttc;.T

on Radiation Protection for the population as a vbole,

that is, 100 Sunshing units,

COMMISSIONER VANCE: 1 hops we have considered

that maybe these people don't want to be repatrxntcd; -

DR, DUNHAM: They did when I was out there & year:
ngo, They wanted very much to, I have seen no:‘eviduiqc"%.v

ihat they don't want to,

CHAIRMAN HTRAUSS: I would think with the passage

of time that feelung is likely to grow vecause they are
vards now,

DR, DUNEAK: There is no question < their nantﬁmg -
to go back. The question that tha trumst terxitory vorrxcg ;.
ahout 18 1f they tnld them much longer in thig state ware

they are literally dolog nothing, just exiating, being

hind fed, as it were == it is quite a rugged life they lead

on those atolls, it is a question whether they would be




ablo to sustnin thoir livons,

CIAIRMAN STRAUSS: Thay sro atiractive people,

Thay ore clounly, It is a ronlly nico group of folke,

Have you any questions?

CCRIISSICNER LIBBY: 1 have livod with this with

tho man who is providing for a numbor ot months, and I think

1 havo had my qQuoestions answored long sinco, I don't hnow

whether you 'iant these matters put on the rocord just to

mako tho reocurd olear,

CIl/ JRMAN STRAUSS: You should be tne judge of that,

If thoy aro covoroed in the papor, it i3 not nocessary.

NR. FIELDS: I think the record ought to show that

thoroe has booa vory oxtensive consideration back and forth

betveon Commitsicner LibDby and the staff,

COliL.ISSIONER LIEBY: I might take a couple of migru-

soconds on tHs, Ye havo had to palance the ecology as far

as strontium 97 is concorned, ¥Wo had, for uxample, s01l

annlysis which showed the soll to be lower in Sunshine

ucits than tho cocoanuts, This was c¢h vious nonsonse, Wo

found the troutlo, Tho soil had voon analyzed incorrestly

for calcium, "%“han the proper antlysis was made -- ynu sese,

the soil is nothing but lisostooe, Tho method of analysis

which wo first «hoeso wns to dissolve thy entire limeswtona,

This of ccurse rade too low s conoontration of strontium

tn that part of coaleium which is soluble and availadle to
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the plant, So when w) hnd an onalyeis made which determined

the amounts of calcium which were miuble end svailable to . .

the plant, we find the Sunshine units to be eqﬁll w&tn_ih"’

level of the oocoanuti and things groving q:tné'icllnd, - 8o,

vie hove the total ecology as for as stroﬂtiumbﬁo Ls
concerned balanced, It is in total ngreemqnt"iqutha
total fallout as tested by the radintionm. inteubitij indii
find the same kind of discriminntion &actors opnz:t&nc !hion
oporate in the rest ¢f the world thougn n n nucb. lanr
levol elsewhere, .

We find thn fish comfortably lov, !er vmry :oo&-
reagson, of course, ninely, that the ocean dilutes tnese
things, In general, we have a feeling of'certainty. Eovovg§; 
I think after repatriation wo must continue to wnfcb tbaﬁ;
Vg should take urine analysis every six months or a yeai
in order to see how auch strontium they have pickad up, to .
be sure we are right, and I think we ought to mako any
furthor measuromonts on tho strontium 90'dontnm1nagiop qfih
the isknds which seen to be called for as timo'gcal on,

DR. DUNHAk: We ara now reviewirg s plan for
taving a continuous long time study of that atolll from-
& total ecological etandpoint,

COMMISSIOIER LIBBY: It is a rare opportunity(;
you sge, because it hears on reactor hazarda and it bcgig

on FCDA and it bears on a host of very important things,




~e

We will not ctrva a pince of ronl oatate llke thims ns

heavily contaming tod wo hope for our wholo lives, so it is
an opportunity,

CHAIRMN STRAUSS: It is a good laboratory,

CONMIS! IONER 1.IBBY: Yos,

CHAIRMAN STRAUSS: I think it is fim thot this
is on the record, Uiy unprofessicnal question, Di', Dunham,
was suggesiod to me by a member of the staff, You and I
aro tha only two fongdlapose hore st the mowncat,

DR, DUNHAM: I think Dr, Dunning is, too.

CHAIRMANY STRAUSS: That mskes three of us, I have
already answorcd this question for myself, so I shall not
toll you what the answer is, not to lead the witness, Would
you bc proparcd to go baock, both of you?

Dit, DUNHAMN: Yes,

CHAREAY STRAUSS: Yould you, sir?

DR, DUNNING: I will answer thaot guestion by
saying I have mado that statomont before. I would,

CHA JIRUAN STRAUSS: I would, 1 am prepared to
voto for thim, ire you, mixr?

COLLISSIONER VANCE: Yes,

COLd ISSTONER LIDBBY: Yos,

CHATNLIAN STRAUSS: It is unanimously ocartrioed,

The noxt papor, 764/37 and /41, intelligonce

information, progosnl for tranamission to tho United hingdom




CHAIRKAN ST1AUSS: Will you not intorpret this for
thanm?
GENERAL STIRBIRD: No, sir, we do not interpret,

CHAIRMAN S"FAUSS: Any objection to the approval

of this paper?
COMMISSIONIR VANCE: No,
COMMISSIONIR LIBBY: No,
CPATRMAN STRAUSS: It is unanimously appreved,
I would like to say for the record inm orderts

have a ocompleote disclosure so that ne conflect ot\iﬁtéfclf

will later be charged, that in respect to the return of the ..

Fongelapese, I have a personal 1nterest; I have o godépiiﬂ»' '
three yearc old in Ghat group. I probabdly should hava ab- 1".
stained from voting, . ] .

MR, FIELD3: The next item is the npprovel of'the' -'i
minutes of the AEC-MLC paper.

CHAIRMAN STRAUSS: Y was not prossntat the
meeting. I have nc comment,

COMNISSICNER LIBBI: I have socma changes., Page 8,
tha second lino, the last woxd, dhange "radioactivity”
to road “radiation",

CHAIRMAN STRAUSSt Anything else?

COMMISSIONER LYBBY: Paragraph (d), f£ifth line,
change the last wcird to road vatomic weapons" instead of

“thermonuclear", und at the and of the sentenca "and:






