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eighty meters in the immediate areas of the shots. Geaeral Starbird
commented that these ships would cost approximately $1 million to $2
million. In response to a question by Ms. Strauss, Dr. Shelton said
that these ships had been equipped for use in Operation REDWING and
that it is not practical to consider equipping smaller ships.

General Starbird commented on the additional information
requested by the Department of Defense on fallout in the intermediate
areas and said that the use of radioactive tracers, the B-50 airplanes$
and other high- altitude airplanes would provide this information.
He added that the cost of these experiments would be approximately $6
million, but that neither the AEC nor the.D OD are sure of available
funds at this time. General Starbird said consideration is also being
given to other experiments involving rockets and ships to collect fallout
data. He pointed out that the question of funds for the use of rockets
does not require an immediate decision. However, the Department of the
Navy has requested an answer by July 31, 1957, concerning the use of the
two drone ships since the Navy plans to place these ships in the reserve
fleet at an early date. In response to a question by Mr. Strauss, General
Starbird said the Department of the Navy has indicated that funds are not
available for these two ships but that this matter is still being discuss e~

Mr. Libby commented on the importance of establishing a
reliable fallout program for Operation HARDTACK and said he believed
the program outlined is a reasonable one. However, he added that he
would prefer that it be expanded if sufficient funds were available.

During discussion of these experiments, Mr. Libby commented
on the total fallout expected from Operation HARDTACK and said the
fallout program for this test should be at least as comprehensive as that
for Operation REDWING. Mr. Graves said that two other activities
in the fallout program would consist of land stations close to the actual
test area and a number of vessels such as tugs, destroyers, and LSTIS
which would be stationed in the fallout area.

General Loper remarked that the major problem of the DOD with
respect to the proposed falhut program concerns funding. He added tht
available funds in the DOD for this program are not sufficient to meet the
cost of the program to the DOD.
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General Lopex then said that another consideration in the
proposed program isthepolitica laspeck He commented that an
extensive fallout program would demonstrate the Commis sion’s
efforts in obtaining additional information on world-wide fallout.
However, he said that in view of the cost involved, there might be
some question whether the value of the information obtained~ from the
standpoint of defense knowledge justifies the eqen~~re of the f~ds.

General Loper concluded his remarks by saying that in addition
to the question of availability of funds on the part of the DOD, considera-
tion would have to be given by the DOD to the problems involved in
providing the B-SO type of airplanes as well as the airplanes which would
be used for high altitude sampling.

After further discussion, the General Manager said he would
discuss the proposed program further with the Commission prior to
July 31.

At this point Dr. Graves, General Griffith, Major Richie, and
Dr. Shelton left the meeting and Mr. Northrup and Colonel Woodward
entered the meeting.

2. Specific Briefing on U. K, Tests

General Starbird said Mr. Doyle Northrup, Techaical Director,
AFOAT-1, had been requested to brief the Commissioners on the recent
U. K. weapons test in the Pacific. General Starbird pointed out that at
Meeting 1270 on March 6, 1957, the Commission had deferred AEC 497/29 -
Transmissibility of Yield Information, which was now scheduled fox
Commission consideration later in the meeting. This staff paper
concerns the Department of Defense request that the actual yields of
certi United States test detonations be transmitted to the U. &

Mr. Strauss said he understood there is a difference between the
U.S. and U. ~ figures on the evaluation of the yield of some U.S.S.R.
shots, indicating that there may be some systematic error in the U.S.
method of calculation. Mr. Strauss commented that even though there may
be some error in U.S. figures, he questioned whether such an error
would be of sufficient importance to warrant the transmission of U. S.
yield informatiqq.-m .-theU. IL , thereby possibly compromising weapons
design information; -‘ General Loper commented that the DOD is
particularly concerned with the question whether the information
transmitted would actually reveal weapons design information.
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