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Mlr. Strauss reported on discussion at +~e July 11 OCB
leeting of the effect on public opinion of the release of Genexal
;avin’s h/.ay 25 statement before the Air Force Subcomm-ittee of
~e Senate Armed Services Committee. The OCB members
eiieved that a Presidential statement shouid be issued on
capons testing and development, including a reference to the

)wer rates of fallout fzcm Operation REDWINGs in order to
iOtiy the effect of ce~ral Gavin”s etatemen~ The secretary

1 State had indicated today that such a s’atement was urgent -
Id therefore Mr. Strauss said he had drafted a proposed state-
~ent which he intended to discuss, in his capacity as Special
ssistant, with the President. He ‘then reed the proposed state-
.ent md added that he would appreciate the per~onal views of
ie Commissioners and General Loper on it.
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Nir, Libby said that he con~idezed recent developmez~%
in clean weapon design as ext:emely important information which
should be closely protected. lie added~ Y.cwe-zer , !kat Mr. TeUe=
was not a= conceraed ab(~ut +&e ~e~.si!ivi$y o: +%s irx?c.rmatiozu
N. r. Libby then said that he believed it riecessary to pub?.isily
announce as much information as p o~ G?.ble on ia~.lout, aad that
it was his personal opinion that the p=cpcsed &tatement contained
as much information as could be released without cornpromisia~

sensitive information about new desifin deve~oprnents.

Mr. Strauss said he wor.?.d ‘discuss the dreit statement
with &e secretary Of state and ASCizt~2t Sec. zetar’y 0~ De fer. se,

Mr. Gordon Gray, and then send it to the White Houce at once.

General Lope= said that he believed such a statement
would help to allay public fear but he added that it seemed
necessary to him to transmit addit??onal hfcrrnation on new
weapons design to our a?.fies. With re~wrd to G.sneral Gavi~$s
testimony, he said t?hat under the conditions of attack which
General Gavin had cited; that is, &he bombii~g of tkree to
four thousand air fields in the Soviet Union, casual.fiec up
to three or four hundred thoucanJ could be expected.

At tlr!.s point Gene=al Loper left the meetiag.

2. Ad Hoc C mnmittee oa Accou.ntabii~,?y oi Mater ialfi Oversea~—.

h’ir. Strauss said that he would see Mr. Robert McKirney
on Friday and he thought one of the purposes of Mr. M cKinney ’s
visit was to off~r his fur+ker services to the Commission+ He
said he would like tc request Mr. McKinney to chair an Ad 4HOC
Committee to study the system of fissionable material accounta-
bility over seas. The other Commissioners accepted Mr. Strauss’s
suggestion.
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