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in xes~nee to a question by Mr. StrausaP Genere3 Starb/xd
said the budget for Operation HLLRDTACK W&8 such that the inom)ased
tout of using YAGS in the fallout pzwgram would necessitate dtapansing
with at least one test of a weapons device. Ms. Libby stid ha w-d
favar thie curtailxnent if it were necessary in oxder to obtain the YAGS
for uae in the fallout study. Geneml Sta~bird said he believed that the
addition of only a few YAGS to the fallout program would not incraam the
accuracy of the study. To carzy out a surface sampling program equivalent
to that of opesation REDWING in 1956, he said would require a large group
of ddps, floats and a number of land stations, end would cost at least
five znfllioa dollaxs.

Mr. Strauss observed that until the Commission has had an
opportunity to review a comprehensive repmt on the fallout study
pxogram planned for Operation HARDTACK, it would be difficult to reaoh
a decision on one part of that program. After fusther *SCUSSiOnS MXS
Strauss suggested, and the othex Commissioners agreed, that he should
contact Admiral Mumma of the Navy Bureau of Ships and request a
poMponement of sixty to ninety day8 of the rnothballing of the YAGS@ so
that the Commission might have additional time to consider whether they
should be used during Operation HARDTACK,

4* AEC 449/63 - Release of Belgian Congo used-

Undex con~ideration was a proposal by the Department ~f State
that the AEC relPa8e its slume of Congo uxanium presently under
contract and option to the CDA~

Mr. Fields reported that Sir Edwin Plowden had indicated duriag
his visit to the U.S. ikwing the week of June 3, 1957, that the British
did not intend to release their share of Congo ore under the present
contract, but that they were prepared to reMqui8h their option after 1960.

Mr. Strauss observed that in the past AEC had treated uranium
puschaseo in excess of U.S. arequirements as preclusive buying in ordex
to prevent the material from being purchased by unfriendly natiozul.
In addition, Mr. Strauss pointed out that xeleasing the U.S. share of
Gongo o~e might encotmage the development of natural uranium seactors
abxo@ After discussion during which it was brought out that these
wa~ w recent indication that the Belgians desire the ore at the preseaat

.; .:..
“.. ”,.....,. ..::,,, . time, Mr. Strauss proposud that a decision be deferred until after

w!
the

Edwin Plowdeaa18visit ~ Octobex, 195?. Ms. Vance sugge8ted that

final decisiofa should elso be postponed until after the Commission
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