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U.‘kS BENNER (DDR-807)
●/ CARE OF FLEET POSTOFFICE

SAN FRANCISCO,CA~FoRN~ DDF@07/kHK2jrc
S6rial 027
U, June 1958

c~tig Officer,U.S.S.BFNNER (DDR8m)
Commaader,Task Group7.3

Finalreportfor operatim HARDTACK

(a) CTG 7.3 Instruction03401.lA of 30 Dscembr 1957

(1) chronology
(2)Re@ti = operationalphaseof HARDTMX
(3) WAHCODRT track
(.4)SYCAl@P3DRT track
(5)NUIMEGDKl!track

accordanceuith refemce (a),enclosms (1)thro~h (5)
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CHXNOLOGICALBRDIFOF BINNEROPEFWKNS

M(NDAY12 MAY
TUESDAY13 MAY

WEINESDH U MAY

THURSDU 15 ME
FRIDAY16 MAY
sAm.u 17 MAY
BKNDAjE19 MAX

TUESDAY20 MAY

lmImsDAY 21 MAY
msDJKf 22 MAY

FRIDAY23 MAY
SmuRDu 24 MAY
SUNDAY25 MAY
MCNDAY26 MAX

FRIDAY30 MAY

SATURDAY31 MAX

SUNDAY1 JUNE
MCNDAY 2 JUNE

TIESDU 3 JINB
WELNESDAY4 mill

THURSDAY5 JTUB

ArrivedEhiwetok
2, 150CM.

Atoll, anchoredberthDelta

Ii port. ObservedBUTTERi~. IWled fromYO>32.
ObeervedKOA. ConductedWAHCO.rehearsaland re-
turnedto port.
ConductedWARX rehearsal,photographicxnissioa
with U.S.S.ORLE@ aud returnedto port.
Same as 13 MAY.
Participatedin WAHOOand returnedto port.
Ik port,Miwetok.
Fkceivedaerographersand RAWN equipmentfrom
U.S.S”.IERKINS.@derway for trainingarid teslhc
of above.equi~nt and retuznto port.
lhderwaytestingRATWINequipnentsouthof l!hiwetok
thenceto SAR staticneast of Fred.
kderway as SAR destroyereast of Fred.
Wderway east of Red Islandas SAR destroyerd-
ing operationHOLLY.Participatedh SAR missicm
involvinglandingof B-57 with defectivelantig
gear.
In port,E&iwutoko
In port,l!hiwetok~
h port,Miwetok. WeatherDD Statim Echo.
h port,~iwetokt during operatim YELLOUWOD
thencemderway to northernsecticnof I!hiwetok
Lagoonin comection withnose conerecovery
optratim●

h port.ObservedMJKNOLIA. ~rticipated in nose
cme recove~ searchoperatims.
b port. U&it alcmggideYOS-32for i%el. C(KDES-
RUV 9 And staff crnductedadministrativemd
persmnel inspection.
Ihderwayfor Bikini- ArrivedBikiniAtoll, MaP-

shall Island 1830. Underway in connectionwith
RAUINSand evacuati- for eperationSYCAM3RB*
Took statim 20 mileseast of NAN Isl=d.
In port,BikimiLagom. Underwayfor operations
in ccunecticmwith evacuatim and RMN S for
SYCAMORE.
Thderway for eperaticmfZCAMOBB.Proceededto
vicinityof HangelapAtoll.RetuznedBikini0030.
In port Bikini.Usatherstatia blta.
Ikaderway, mdesvoud with USS CACARM -d refueled.
Retuxned and anchoxwd Bikini.Ueatherstati-
Deltae
b port Biklnl.Wather statiaaDelta.
h port. Shiftedberthsfrom anchorageto buoyN-10.
SOPA,ueatherstatim, DeMAamd AIX shllh
h poti MM. SOpAveatherst@$~ ~:l~a ~d..
AOC ship.
-a85JWt.

G1.W$ “ ‘‘i:+.(1~:;.. ...u
3 CC&&&L ‘‘.-



c(MFIIENTIAL.,
.: Rlclosure(1)

SATmu 7 JUNE - In portBikimi. SOPAweatherstatia Delta
and MO SW*

SUNDAY8 JUNE - Same as above.
MCNDH 9 ~B Same as above●

TUESDAY10 J7JNx - Same as above.
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40 to the fo- are●. BR0U2RdepartedCWJS at 1000, 29
April1958 in ccmpamyvith DestroyerDivisicm91. Arrivedat Pearl
Harbor,T.H. at OSUI,4 Msy. kparted Pearl Wbor 09~~ 5 W for
~iuetok Prodng Ground. Reportedto ‘TO7.3 a+ WO = 12 * ●t
the followingPositims lW 47? North Latitude,169°13$ East Lati-
tule. Arrivedat hiuetok Atoll,MarshallIslaasdsand anchoredh
Wiuetok Lagocm,anchoragearea AlfiF,berth Wlta 2, at 1500,l-lMay.

b. Orntratiuiql

(1)Navigati-. .

(a) Suitability●f availablechartsfor ●aaigaedtasks.

1. HO 2009 hiuetok Lagoa. Satisfactory.Ship rs f●rce had
to add anchorageDelta2 to the chartsinceno correctl-
was available. A light m the southezntip of Parry Is-
land would be a helpin maintaininganchorbearingsh
uachoragearea Alpha~

2. HO 6033E&iwetokAtellad approaches- Satisfactory.

3. HO 6029 HengelapAtoll- SatisfactoV.

4. HO 2010East C~tral part of *iwetok

5● HO 6032 Bltii Atolland approaches-

Atoll- Satisfactory.

Satisfactory.

6. HO 6025 ~ anchorage- Satisfactory.

(b) AdQquacyof buoyageand othernavigationalaids.

1.

2.

=iwetok A*ll$ I?ecamendadditionof some type of light a
the southerntip of Parry Islmd. This wouldbe am aid ti
maintaininganchorageat night. Flashinggreenchannel
buoyNo. 1 in East channelis too weak to see from a die-
tance. It is also recommendedthat ● buoybe placedcm the
four and cue halffathm shoalspotin the East central
part of the Lagocaat Latitde lla”23120tN$Lmgitude
16A 20t 10@ B and on the me omd me half fathomshoal
spot at LatitudeIl” 23.6*N, Longitude16P 20’ E.

BikiniAto~s Recommend the additialof some type of
light m the northtower (veodeatower)to ald h mavigx
ti- at night.
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(C)~scmpancfes meted in locationof navigation~ hazardsor
aids,sowiings, etc.

1. -$ Nome

2. Ehiuetok$Chartindicatesa buoy ca the 1* fathomshoal
spotat Latitudell” 23.6W, Lmgitude 162° 20’E.Them is
n=e.

(d) Info~ation concerningbeachingsites,cbnels, landingsand
other shorefacilitieswas consideredadequatefor the purposes
of this ship*

(e) Ihformati= ccaceznlngcharacteristicsof the bottom,including
holdingabilitywas cmsidered adequate.FIeldfigabilityof the
bott- at both Miuetok and Bikiniwas ccasideredgood even h
uimds up lx 30 hots with largegroundswells.

(2)‘hack Charts

(a]Track chartsfor all shotswhile shipwas mderuay are included
herewithas enclosures(3), (4) and (5).

\

(a lkterAtollfor freightand personnel$ Not observed.
(b Boat Peel$

l“w - boat poolequipnentand schedulesare adequate.
2. ?biwetok- boat runsvery seldomccnfom to the schedule.

-travel was difficultdue to lack of scheduledboat
trips.M boatspassedup Tango at the dip O* 18 May 1958.It
was ●pproximatelyrne half loaded and BEWER had liberty
partY- deck waittig.LCU semrlceto Japtanis adequate.Re-
ccmmcmd that all boats auaitimgthe returnof the liberty
party frc= Japtambe at the LCU ramp m Parrya timec Further
recossaemdthat severaltripsbe made from Japtaato Parryde
ing the courseof the liber~ hoursfor the retuxnof Persamel
designatedby the SP Officeror thosedesirtigte returnearly.
Preseatschedulenecessitatesretentionof *troublesome*cases
m til md of liber~ hourson Japtanwithno facilitiesavail-
able to the SP CKficerfor thesecases.

(4)No unauthorisedcraftwre encomtered in the dangerarea.

(5) >arch ad rosouQ

(a) B~= was desigated SAR destroyerfor shotNU’XMEGamd patrelled
a 5 mile laig trackm course050% - 23@T, six (6)files east
of Rdwetck Islandm 2 ad 22 May.

(b)BIMNERwas SAR destroyerm 22 Msy for emergea~ lsmdh~ of.B=,
$?aircraft- Miuetok Islamd. Took statl- east of ruswq -”., ~

lkivotok. nulo IamdodSafow.
OCMFIx@TIti~

-2-
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c. RadiologicalSafet~$

(1)On 14 May about0700a backgroundlevel of abouttwo (2)mili-
roentgenswas noticedin and aroud the bridgeaud pilothouse
area. ‘l’hediscoverywasmade throughthe use of an lN/SPD-l
StationaryNavy radiacunit. Followin this the entireship

fwas mcmitoredand hot spotsof five (5 mili-rcentgensmre
fouad. Shiplspersmnel commenceda scrubdown of the entire
shipwith saltwaterabout0830. At 0930 an overalllevelof
5 mili-roentgenswas reached. At about0945 it was discovered
that the sea waterhad an intensityrealingof about10 dli-
roentgens. Shlp~sforcestoppedwashingand scrubbingdo-
with sea water and dried off the SMP with swabs. A t about
0700 a 15 May the overallintensityhad droppedto aboutthree
(3)mili-rcentgens.The followingreportsweremade te CTG 703
at about0700 a 14 MayS

cow 2
HORSE 7f7.5

d. Sistic~a

fl) Repleniskt proceduresfor provisicms,storesand spareparts.

(a)

(b)

(a)

F’ueling$E&iwetokfuelingfacillty(10S32)is barelyat~-
quateh muiy I’esl=ctsoDieselpumpswere inoperativea
one occasim. No line handlerswere availableaa cne
occasim. Ramppressureof 35 poundsper squareinch is
barelyadequate. & me occasiom,therewas nO SUPPIYof
deiseloil for the pumpon boardthe barge. B~~ SUP@ied~
Oa 13 May B191NKRreceived136,000gallms of Navy Special
fuel oil whichrequiredalmostsix (6) hourste acce+mplish.
IhderwayfuelingfromU.S.S.CACAPCN(-52) was good.

All GSK’ storesare receivedby mail~ Nme re~ived as ~
6 Juae 1958.

S are Partss ‘l’hereis no re@enislumat arramge~t for
k at the BFG. some spareswere obtied fr- ot~r
shipsin the Lagoon. Mail servicefor sparepartsfrom Pearl
Harborwas cmsideredvery good.

e. ~ip Medificaticassmd Installaticms$

(1)

(2)

Vashdo- systems Operaticasatisfactory.
q well.

&@D-1 Staticmry Radiachits Operatia
firsttidioatim of radioactivityresulting
14 ~ 1958.

Seems to be holding

aatisfactwy~ showed
fr~ shot ‘KOAnen

. . .. .
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h.
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j.

Ehclosure (2)

(3) Nose cone recovery gear$ Not used as of 6 June 1958.

(4) All speci~ radiogearzoperationsatisfactory.

(5)U serologicalgearz Operationsatisfactory.

(6)Goggles- Excell=t.

BENNERhas not takenpart in any pre-shotor emergencyevacua-
tionsof personnel.

SOPAadministrativef’mctionswre ad quateat Ihiwetok~d
Bikini.

Recreation facilities:

(1)

(2)

(3)

(4)

,~~ $ Baseballfieldunsatisfactory.%commend re-s-
Vo12eyball courtsunsatisfactory.Recommendre-

surfacesand line properly. Otherfacilitiessatisfactory.
Recomme&dtwo life guardson duty at all times.

~~$ fillfacilitiesuere satisfactory.Recommend
facingof ball field.

Officersclubsat &yu and Elmerwere satisfactory.

Value of T.V. programsto morale. Not observed.

ZWSG

Statisticaldata relativeto ship!sstorestock,hobby shops,
equipnentand provisionswhich shodd be adequatelystockedin
orderto contributeto morales

(1)

(2)

Staplessuch as toothpaste,soap,etc. shouldbe stockedto
capacity. Candytmd othership~sstorefood stuffssellwell.
?dktchessellwell becausemoney is not being used extensively
M the beach. Station~ and writinggear sellwell. No
hob@ygear carriedin shiptsstorecm destroyertype shlps~

Rotisicns$ Carrya
CI’elUtld.X and flOU1’.

Sipts forcemaintenance

(1)

(2)

capacityload of beveragebases,ice

and periodsfor upkeeps

*iwetok$ Thsatisfactory.Ihsufficiesttime availablefor
routineship’sforoaupkeep.

-s Satisfactory.Tim is availableas long as des-
troyeris anchoredat weatherstationDelta. However, at
both Ibiwetekand Bikinithe absenceof ● definiteschedulo
makes plaaaingof rmutineupkeepve~ dlffic@t.



k. Ccnditicaspeculiarta the area or the duratim of stayin the
areawhichare detrimentalto shipsmaterialare as follows$

(1) ~~oE:te~k:yd difficultyh receivingteletypeafter

(2) Some breakdoms in electronicgear e~rimced due to high
temperatures.

1. Persmnel and Adndnistrative

.(1)

(2j

(3)

(4)

(5)

Perscnael Losses$

(a) Ehergency Leave -2
(b) %spitalizatia -3
(c)F!kndatorytiansfers-0
(d)*curity I’iSkS-0

Jdeauacyof mrsmnel allowaacet

1
(a Ei@neering: Adequate
(b Operaticns$Adequate
(c) SupplyS Adequate
(d) Gmnerys Adequate

There has bem a decreasein thenumber of courtsmartial,
ncMjudicialpmishment and cafiae~nt casessinceBENNER1s
arrivalin the Wiwetok ProvingGround.

MAiltU.S. Mail serviceto both Ebiwetokand Bikinihas beem
good. ReportshaveImea receivedthat indicatedexcessive
deliverytime of outgoingmail to the U.S* Gti ~fl -d
officermessengermail was adequate.

Berthhg =d messing$ (h destroyertype ships,thereis a
limitedamomt of room availablefor the berthingof officer
observersand civ31ianobserversof a similarstatus. usually
officers~ the shiplscompanyare requiredto vacatetheir
roomsto acccmodateanynumber of observersof this statue
over three.

m. Cozmmicaticns$

(1)

(2)

ShxI BENNERfsarrivalia the l!hiwetokRovtig Ground,wssage
trafficshipboardhas imcreasedapproxbnately200%.Somediffi-
cultywas originallyencomtered ti preoesstigend catrol of
priori~ trafficdue to largevolume. This was rectif~~
through indoctrimatiaof perscanel.

Space●vailalilewas inadequatefor ccmmwicatias equi~ent
installedfor HA!!AOK. Cim radio set was m.% @; ‘A.~et ~

%%

house. All cammlcatiaa gear especiallyfn~~ ,y~;~
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HARDTACKoperatedsatisfactorily.

(3) Commumicatimsoperators=d technicianswem considered
adaquatefor the operation.

no securitYo

(1)

(2)

The securityindoctrinationprogramis ccnside~d adaquate~
A few perscnnelreportingafter BINNER~sarrivalat kiwetok
uere chargedwith securityviolatias becausetheyhad photo
equipmsatin theirpossessim. Tkse persms h~ not *
briefed.

@ly officerpersonnelwere issuedbadges. It is felt t~t
properand sufficl~t perscmneluereissuedbadgesto meet the
needs of this ship.

I
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