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Admiral Arleigh A, Burke, USK JyCi 1 1958 410818
’

Chief of Maval Opsrations
Departmsnt of the Navy
Mhhg‘ton 25, D, C,

Dear Admiral Burkes

Tou will recall that as a result of the March 1 detonation of the CASTLE
test series comducted by JTF-T in the Facific in 195, the natives of
Rongelap and Utirik Atolls in the Marshall Islands were exposed to radio=-
active fallout, The Atomic Energy Comzdssion, on behalf of the U, S.
Government, has accepted responsibility for periodic medical examinations
of these Marshallese, Since that time there have been five follow-up
medical examinations conxducted by the AEC in collaboration with the Naval
Eedical Resezrch Institute, the Naval Radiological Defense laboratary and
the Brookhaven National Labaoratary. These examinations were greatly
facilitated by the assistance afforded the medical teams by CINCPACFLY
and the Coaanding Officer NAVSTAXAJ.

The fifth follow-up examinations during February-April, 1958 for the

first time employed the whole body counter, an electronic device for

the meesurenent and identification of the total body twxden of contami-
nating radifoisctopes, It proved an unqualified success in that it provided
direct data on the tyre and decree of interral contardnation of a muber of
the islrnlers, It wes also mseful in establishing that there was residual
reddcictivity present in certsin foods end other roterimls, Since it 1s
Ukrly that the current series cf tests has adiel to the comntaxinaiica
level of these islands, 4t is mcre than ever irmerztive to contim:e thess
re idcal follor-up studies end to exterd the smurve,” to & detailed exzsning-
Lticn of t° erolorical asrects of these islaniiy special attention must

(2 riven Lo %Y lo~nlly cLtained 1te-s cof diet,

ir ceder to grzor— 'L thio missic: 14 is procsed that a team of acdicel
" ncclor ient srooiolies Le ecrt to these islanis with thedlr requirc:

cod-ovd, sutrlies et technical assistance. The experience of lact

yo o' exrediticn, for which you gracisusly provided the LST "Flu =s

C-uit,t, 1o bs us to request that an IST again be assigned for trarce

roriation anmd basin~ beginnine sae tice between the middle af February

& i tho first of iarch, 1557, er’ requirin- about one moath overall for

conrletion of wissicn, An LO% rroved to have many advantares over otrer

croft, not the leest of which was its ability to accert aml secure the

Zlaton shielird cieslroca cf the whole body coumter cn its tank decs,
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An IST also has sufficient power supplies of the correct type to
operate the whole body counter and the x-ray equipment.

The shielded steelroom presently is stored at Eniwetok, It can be
on-loaded and secured within three to four days. Thus present opera-
tional plans would require that an LST be on Station at Eniwetok
about a8 week before the planned departure to Rongelap. It would
return to Eniwetok approximately 21 days later and off-lcad the
steelroom,

Lf operational considerations warrant, the examination team could board
the LST at any other designated polint in this island system and simi-
larly could disembark, At least two technicians, however, should assist
in the on-loading of the steelroom and its associated delicate electronics
and accompany this equipment while {t is on board.

Assistance from the U, S, Navy in the accomplishment of the above misaslon
would be of immeasurable value. Accordingly, your approval of the use

of an LST together with the following incidental items is respectfully
requested,

1. Participation in the operation by certaln naval personnel, both service
and civilian, Approximately five such naval personnel should accompany
‘the team, but as yet these men are undesignated. At least some of the
five will come from those listed in Schedule A dependent on duties and
commi tments as of that time. Your general approval of such detached
duties is respectfully requested, SAN BRUNO FRC

2. Transportation via MATS for all other personnel (Schedule A) cf
the team and cargo from Bawail to Kvajalein or other designated
point of embarkation and return., In addition to the five r.eriwers
of the team listed in paragraph 1 above there are contemplated
sone five scientists and six technicians from the Brookhaven
National Laboratory, and one scientist each from the National
Institutes of Health, the Walter Reed lledical Center, and the
Armed Forces Speclal Weapons Project. Five to ceven civilian
ecologist-scientists from the University of “ashinjton complete
the teax=. The total weight of all mediczl equipment and gear is
estimated at four tons and the volurme at 150 cubic feet.

3. Transportation and berthing of the above medical and ecological
investigators on the trip to and from Rongelap and during the
period of the examination: and collecting.

4, Assignment of a Class 2 priority for all MATS transportation
required,
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Se Air transportation between Xwmjalein or other designated exmbarixtion
point and Mejuro, and return, to transfer threes Marshallsse (ons
medical practitioner snd two interpreters) and to transfer several
members of the medical team to Majuro for the purpose of examining
children which serve as controls for the Rongelap children,

6. Autherization to all Raval Commands enroute to provide assistence
and suprort to this tean of scientists as needed,

7. Authorizstion of the Commanier of the LST to on-load the steelrooam
and other stored material at Eniwetok and subsequently return thea
if that island is not designated as the principal station of the
vessal,

Yaour cooperation in bringing about this blomndical mission will be
deeply appreciated, Foreover, in addition to satisfying the Governrent's
rcsponsibility for the health of ths Marshallese, you will be ssalsting
in studies which hove proven to be of value to the Department of the
Navy and to the A:X in alvancing owr understanding of the mature of
radiation injury aud the delsyed effects of radiation,

Sincerely yours,
SAN BRUNO FBC
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“RIVACT ACT MATERIAL REMOVED
SCHEDULE "p"

Tentetive 1listing; of personncl. Additiocnel persomnel are being contected.
—~ose listed below heve received informal epproval of their respective
Cocmanding Cificers or Directors

U. S. Nevy -

Hevel Medical Research Institute, Bethesda, Meryland

Lt.Cdr. I.V. Kinr (MSC) USN, Nevel Lieison Officer (not to sccoupany
Lt. Ecrl J. Roth (MC) USKR, Curieon
Mr, Meyneord Eicher, Flectrician Scieatist

Lavel Madical Fesearch Unit, Cedro, Ezypt
11liam G. Cluiter, I, USHN. Serv. Fo. Technicien

leval Adr Steticn, Jecksonville, Florida
17, Jefferson E~rdby, DA, USN. Serv. Ro. Technician

Nevel Radiolo-ical Defense Laboratory, Ben Francisco, C:1ifornie
Mr. Hymen Hechter, Statisticien
Mr. '111ie= Murray, Photogrepher.

1hth Nevel Distri-t, Preventive Medicine Unit, Pecrl Eerbor, T.H.
Lt. Jemes P. olan (MC) USHR, Lieison Ot icer for COMAAWSEAFRON
(not to scocnpeny teex)

U. &, froy

iinlter Reed Medi~el Center
Colcnel fustin Lowrey, MC, UTA, Cphtkelmdloc-ist

Bwohineven HNaticrn- 1l Tobo
Dr. Eobert /.. Conerd
Ir. Jeomes C. b LcTtIf
Lr. ¥illderc “clinc

e

e James J. Croenci i,

i.o. Lio Hoyer, Coth Lrcezou T otities Hopilonl, rockvillis Conver,
L.1., Hew Yori, Harctolo_ ds:
T, O. Ldward T-11 or Do, 3eruch &. Blusuer , Nazionrl Imstitutes of
iI.elth, Bethesdo, o, Interzmics
bl

Voo f mrted COUier s, Aol roroes .pezipl Werpons Pre_ect
LDl JAne, Leooizmlon, Ydeoourd, Cni D tcznnicien
Il Jonz, oo iz Con nliles Toemilcl, Tocoiilis ST,
L.I1., ot fowi, Gecihalcion

2]{VACY ACT MATERIAL REMOVED
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