
Admiral Arlxigh L Ekmka.mn Uc”i : 1958 410818

Cldafof %maiopratloni
Depdaant af am Mmy
Maahlngton 2s, D. C.

Dear Adcdrml Burke:

Youtill recalltitss aresultoftbehrch lddcmationoftha CASTLE
test se15es comtwted by JI!F-7 In the Fklfla In l@J, the natives of
RongelRp h Utirlk Atolls in the krahall Xalamiawere ~ b radlo-
actiyefallout. The Atomic ber~ Coumhslon, on behalf of the U. S.
Governmnt, has acceptedreqmneibiMty for priodic EXMUcalQal.natlon#
of thesemrahalleee. Sk *t tiuwtkre Me been fim fol.1~
Ek?diCalCXamim3tionsCOLXhlCt8d by tb ~ h collaboration uith h ~
liedicalResearch XnstAtute, the NavalRadiologicalDefame 14b0nt4qy ad
the Brookhaven Batlonal Laboratory. These ~tiOM Uera greatti

facillt.atedby the ●ssistance afforded the mdfcal teams by CXMJPACFH
and tha Commd@ Officer EAVSWQ4J.

T%e fifthfollw-up exandnationsduringFebmary4@l, u58 for the
fimt t%ma eqlqed the uhole body counter, an elxwtronic H- f=
the z amlrw%?xztWBi identtikation of the total boc& bux+en of co’dAml-
mti.ng ra510hotope8. H proYedan uqualUied uuccesaIn that it prmlded
direct tit3 on the typ3 ad dqree of lnterralcontamine~on of ● nuber of
the Isl.rn;ers.It ws ●lso nseful in establishl~ th?t there IMS reslhkl

i&J1.a ctil’ityprewnt in ccrtsin foods ~nd o+U!r P-U--I-SO M.nce it i8

W“ ly t??t the cxment seri6s of tes’tahas afi’ie.lto the co~.~: hn
kvcl of t!;eseialam%, it is mxe t!!n evw lq~r&tlv8 to contti:e thx?sa
m M-l follc..-.upstw!!iese-i to exteti the w~”vej-to a tiiki ~-
tic!-1of t’ eTdO@Gll az~cta Of’t!lc?e islr!?f;; spxial attontlo~ mllst
r: ,ri.verl‘e-%:. 1O”A-.11:.-C’w?i.rkd lte”.3 c: die: .

RG 181AGE.NCY/LWL
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An LST ●lso has sufficient power supplies of the correct type to
operate the whole body counter and the x-ray equipment.

—

The shielded steelroom presently is stored at Eniuetok. It can be
on-loaded and secured withfn three to four days. Thus present opera-
tional plana would require that an LST be ~ Station at Eniwetok
about a week before the planned departure to Rongelap. It would
return to Eniwetok approximately 21 days later and off-load the
steelroom.

If operational consideration varrant, the examination team could board
the l.STat any other designated point in this island system and simi-
larly could disembark. At least two technicians, however, should assist
in the on-loadlng of the steelroom and its associated delicate electronics
and accompany this equipment while it i.e on board.

Assistance from the U. S. Navy in the accomplishment of the abova mission
would be of immeasurable value. Accordingly, your approval of the use
of an MT together with the following incic!ental items is respectfully
requested.

1. Participation in the operation by certain naval personnel, both service
and citilian. Approximately five such naval personnel should accompany
the-team, but as yet these me’n are undesignated. At leastsomeof the
five will come from those listed in Schedule A dependent on duties and
commitments as of that time. Your general approval of such detached
duties is respectfully requested. SAN ~mo F’Rc

2. ‘Transportation via FIATS for all other personnel (Schedule A) cf
the team and cargo from Hawaii to K~:ajalein or other designn.~ed
point of embarkation and ret’Jrn. In addition to the five l..e:i~ers
of the team listed in paragraph 1 abo-:e t’nereare contemplated
so~.lefive scientists and six technicians from the Brookhaven
National Laboratory, and one scientist each from the National
Institutes of Health, the Walter Xeed tleciicalCenter, and the
Armed Forces Special Weapons Project. Five to zex’encivilian.-
ecolo~ist-scientis ts from the University of ‘,~as>.in:tmcomplete
the tea=. The total weight of all riec!i.czlequipme?t and gear Ls
estimated at foxr tons and the volme at 15J CA51C feet.

3. Transportation and berthing of the abo~re=eSical and ecological
in~-estimators on the trip to and from Ron~elap and &Jrin2 the
period of the exz~nation~ and collectin~.

4. b.ssignment of a Class 2 priszity for all FLiTS transportation
req~ired.
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5.

6*

7.

h tr~tiOfl kutween md.ein &r otkr dedgmted ~kxtion
point and M@ro, ad r- to tramfer thxwM hrdmll.es, (em

sd.ioai– p-actitiomr UKl two interpret.em) and to tramfer SelWral
maixrsaf thesmllcal teaatokJ’urO fmt&purJmacof exminbg
children Uhlch serve aa controls for th Rongelap ChihheEi.

Authc&zation ta all Rmal Gxamxxisenrmt4Jto prmldc aasis-
and supprt to this team of aolentists as neede4

Authorization of the Coammier of the ET to on-loadthe steelrooa
a.xi other stored mtirial at l?ml~k ●xl subsequerrt~ return them

if that islard is not ded.gmted u tb p-lncipl station of the
Vesiwle

Ym.r coopemtlon in b~ about ~6 M.oEmdlml MiauionUlll be
d~~ly a~rcclakl. Fmrowers h addltlon to satisfyi~ tke Oowmamutle
rcs~nslbility for the health of tbs Mrshall.ese, ym ul.11 be as818t51w

In studie3 which Ixme proven to be of mhe to the W*- of tke
Nayy atxito the }J2 in *arc* our tlmkrst~.xlingof the MtUrU of
radiation injx.ryand the delqpd effectsa{ radiation,

Slnccrel.yyaws,

9
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Tmtetive IAstiu of personnel.
ZYOm listed below heve received

Comanding Gfflcers

u. s. —

Additional per~annel are bein~ contacted.
lnfomal qproval of their re6pectlvc
m Directom

ffcvel*dlcnl Research InstituW, Bethesda, Meayhnd
Lt.Cdr. I.V. Kiw (WC) USN, hvcl XAaiBon Officer (not to ECCC=2=Y tern)

Lt. Ec,rlJ. Ro’& (14C)LBW., cm~eon
l’r.Nkynmd Eiclwr, Electrlciem Scieatiat

17zw.c1.Medlcti Fe6mrch Unit, Calm, E~t
“illiem G. Clu;ter, }2S, U=. Ferv. Eo. Te”*AlclFa

Nrvel Air Stc Lien, Jeckscm”.llle,Florida
t?.Jeffermn Ew-JIYj m~~ U=. 9=* ~~* %chdcl=l

San Frmclsco, &lifornia

(no: to ..mqEIy tea=]
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