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Mr. Hal L. Hollister
Acting Deputy Assistant
Secretary for Research .
Office of Assistant Secretary
for Environment
U.S. Department of Energy
EV-3 Forrestal Building
Washington, D.C. 20585

Dear Mr. Hollister:

As you may recall from the dose assessment meeting on
Kili last week, Senator Henchi Balos, the Bikinians' elected
representative to the Marshall Island Nitijela, asked DOE
scientists why they now believe that people can live on Eneu
Island in light of the fact that government officials just two
years ago stated that Eneu Island would have to remain off-
limits for 20-25 years, due to unexpectedly high levels of
radiation on the island. You and Dr. Wachholz replied that
DOE had no knowledge of such statements.

Senator Balos was referring to testimony on May 22 and
June 19, 1978 before the House Appropriations Committee Sub-
committee on the Interior. At the May 22 hearing, for example,
Ruth Van Cleve, Director of the Office of Territorial Affairs,
stated that her expectation that the Bikinians could be moved
to Eneu had been changed by recently-released DOE data declaring
Eneu off-limits:

"I must tell you ... that we have suddenly

been required to recast our preliminary plans
in a very major way. The committee will recall
that when we testified before you a month ago,
we anticipated, on the basis of the best infor-
mation then available to us from the Department
of Enerqgy, that if it were necessary to move
the peovle of Bikini Island to an alternative,
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safe site, we could expect that the nearby
island of Eneu would be available for the
purpose.

Last Thursday we learned that tests of a
limited sample of food-stuffs growing on

Eneu showed an uptake of radionuclides much

in excess of those predicted on the basis of
the known cesium and strontium content of

the soil. Accordingly, we have concluded that
we must eliminate Eneu as an alternative site,
and we have thus revised substantially the
plans for temporary settlement."”

Hearings on 1978 Second Appropriations Bill Before the Subcom-
mittees of the House Committee on Appropriations, 95th Cong.,
2d Sess. at 866 (1978) (hereinafter "Hearings"). See also
High Commissioner Winkel's statement, id. at p. 889.

Following Mrs. Van Cleve's remarks, Joe Deal of DOE sub-
mitted data showing that cesium levels on Eneu were 5 to 6 times
the previous estimates. He also stated that radiation measure-
ments in six salt water wells on Eneu may have exceeded EPA
standards. Hearings at 877.

At the June 19 hearing, High Commissioner Winkel reported
that he had met with the people living on Bikini Island and
"explained to the people ... that Eneu Island ... was not con-
sidered safe enough to allow their living on it at this time....
Hearings at 913. The Statement of Understanding signed by the
U.S. Government on Kili on August 16, 1978 reflects this view:
"...[oln the basis of the most recent scientific information, it
appears that Eneu Island ... will ... be unavailable for settle-

ment.

Eight months later, by letter dated May 15, 1979, Ruth
Clusen, DOE Assistant Secretary for Environment, wrote to Under
Secretary of the Interior Joseph stating unequivocally that Eneu
could not be resettled for 20-25 years even with imported food:

"The degree of uncertainty in estimating doses
on Eneu Island is similar to that for Enewetak
Atoll. Assuming, therefore, that Enewetak cri-
teria are applicable to other similar situations
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in the northern Marshall Islands, the dose esti-
mates for return of the Bikini people to Eneu
Island would be compared to the Enewetak criteria
as described above rather than to the FRC guidance.
When this is done, it is found that even with
imported food the radiation doses to the people

on Eneu would not be expected to be in compliance
with the Enewetak criteria for about 20-25 years."

(Emphasis supplied)

I am enclosing copies of Mrs. Clusen's May 15, 1979
letter as well as cited pages from the hearings, the August 16,
1978 Statement of Understanding, and various newspaper articles
that reported at the time that a move to Eneu would not be

possible.

In light of the above testimQny, I believe it would be
appropriate to review this matter, and I request that you provide
Senator Balos, through me, with a thorough answer to his ques-
tion. It may be that these 1978 and 1979 statements were based
on incomplete data, but this matter should be cleared up.

I look forward to hearing from you soon.

4

Sincerely,

Dt tiupll

/" Jonathan M. Weisgall

(’,
JMW:cmf \//

Enclosures

cc: Henchi Balos (w/enc.)
Ruth Clusen (w/enc.)
Steve Gottlieb, Esq.
Gordon Law (w/enc.)



October 28, 1980

J. Deal, EV-131

T. McCraw, EV- BOH

Attached is a letter from Jonathan Weisgal. He raises

the issue of why Eneu was not considered "safe" at the time
of the '78 hearings, whereas in 1980 it is conditionally
okay. (The content of the May, 1979, letter to which
referral is made is nearly identical with our current posi-
tion, and I will respond to that portion of his letter).
Since you were involved at that time (1978), could you
provide a response for that portion of the letter?

Please let me know ASAP.

9

Thank you.

o

Bruce W. Wachholz, EV-30

cc: W. Bair, PNL o
W. Robison, LLNL
R. Ray, NVOO )



Department of Eneray
Washington, D.C. 20585

May 15, 1978

Honorable James A. Joseph
Under Secretary of the Interior
washington, D. C. 20240

Dear Mr. Joseph:

1 am pleased %o reply to your letter of April 12, 1979, regarding
the possible return of the Bikini people to Eneu I[slard.

This response will address both of the issues you raise:
1. Your understanding of previous statements by my staff.

2. More detailed information on estimated dose assessments for
people living on Eneu Island, including various assumed living
and eating patterns.

With respect to the first point, your understandings are, in general,
correct. The more detailed information addressing the second point
is included as an enclosure to this letter.

If the guidance of the Federal Radiation Council (FRC) (500 mrem/yr

to individuals, and 170 mrem/yr and 5000 mrem/30 yrs to a population)
is to be complied with, the people could return to Eneu only if it i3
assured that adequate imported food would be available to and used ty
the people for approximately 20 years, that food grown on Bikini Island
is not a part of the diet, that residence is restricted to Eneu Isiana,
and that visitation to Bikini Island is effectively controlled.

Since the FRC guides were originally formulated, an Environmental
Impact Statement (EIS) was prepared for the resettlement of Enewetak
Atoll. In the EIS, recommended criteria which are one-half of the

FRC guidance for individuals and 80 percent of the 30-year FRC guidance
for populations were proposed for evaluating land use options for use
in planning the cleanup and rehabilitation of Enewetak Atoll. These
criteria were recommended because of uncertainties in estimating future
doses to the people at Enewetak Atoll. However, following the return
of people to the Islands, direct radiation exposure measurements would



May 15, 1979

~e
'

Honorable James A. Joseph -

e

be available and compared with the full FRC guidance of 500 mrem/yr to
individuals and 5000 mrem/30 yrs to the population. These criteria for
Enewetak were reviewec by interested Government agencies; no objections

to these criteria were raised. One of the reviewing agercies, tre ‘-
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), found the criteria acceptable,
but considered them to be "... upper limits ..." and that "... ary

proposed guideline ar numerical values for the .use 1umits are only
preliminary guidance and that a cost-benefit anslysis must be undertaken
ts determine whetner the projected doses are really as low as reacily
achievable and practical before proceeding with the relocaticn project.
On the basis of such analysis it may be prudent to lower dose guidelines
for this operation.”

The degree of uncertainty in estimating doses on Eneu Island is similar
to that for Enewetak Atoll. Assuming, therefore, that Enewetak criteria
are applicable to other similar situations in the northern Marshall
Islar=c, the dose estimates for return of the Bikini people tc Eneu
Island would be compared to the Enewetak criteria as describeg above
rather than to the FRC quidance. When this is done, it is found that
even witn imported food the radiation doses to the people on Eneu would
not be exnected to be in compliance with the Enewetak criteria for about
20-25 years.

Several basic combinations of residence and food constraints are discussed
in the enclosaed, and are illustrated and sumnarized in the attachments to
the enclosed. Other considerations also are addressed. If any further
refinement 0f the data changes these estimates in a significant way, we
will immediately inform you.

We trust that this is helpful to you in resolving the issue of the
acccptability of tneu Island as & residence island.

. Sinsgzgiy,
L
Ruth C. Cluser
Assistant Secretary for Lnvironmert
Enclosure

cc: Dr. William Mills, EPA
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there i~ un immedinte danger, then we can pause until the rndiological survers
reveal whether the move to lneu can be made or whether we have 1o move to a
less attructive site.

As weinfornad by advised the committee staff last week. the resnlts of
the very recent tests of the body burdens of the people living on
Bikint Island <how w stegmficant inerease in such burdens, While 1t
may be arguable wiether the test results show “an inuncediate danger,”
we in the Department of the Interior are satisfied that the people
should he moved from Bikini Island as soon as 1t is possible to do so.

We have asked the representatives of thie Department of Iinergy to
discuss with vou the radiological situation on Bikint and its implica-
tions for the people on Bikind Isfand. and they will do o in a moment.
Then the Iigh Conumissioner and I wiant to diseuss with you our plans
for the move of the people from Bikim Tsland.

NEED TO RECAST RIKINT REHABILITATION IPLANS

I st tell von now, however, that we have suddenly been required
to recust onr prefimmary plans in a very major way, The committee
will veendl that when we testified before vou a month ago, we antici-
picted, on the il of the best information then avalable to us from
the Department of Fnergy, that 1f 1t were necessary to move the
people of Bikint Island toan alternative, safe site. we could expeet
that the nearby island of Enen wonld be availible for that purpose,

Last Thursday we learned that tests of a limited sample of food-
stutfs growing®on Enea <howed an uptake of radionuclides much in
excess of those predicted on the basis of the known cesinm and stron-
timm content of the ~oil. Xecordingly, we have concliuded that we mnst
eliminate Enen as an alternative site, and we have thus revised sab-
stantially the plans for temporary settlement, We will outline those
plans to vor after the Energy Department diseussion of the radio-
activity situation on Biking mitd Lineu.

To assist us in our discusion of our relocation plins, there ave present
with me this morning, in addition to IHigh Commissioner Winkel,
his Distriet Administrator for the Marshall Tslands Distriet, Oscar
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Isthere anvthing else contaminated that they eat besides coconuts?

Me O e Bre s andanus and other Toeal subsistence erops,

Me Yoares, Ave those infected too !

Mr. O, neBeos. Weare told thev are mfected also,

M Yoares. Al rieht, o ahiead, My, Deal.

My Dian, The Lzt Slide. you asked us to tell vou the status of what
wi knew of Tonen Tstand.

Mre Yares, We wondd like to know what the status of Bikini is as
well.

IThe eharts follow 1)

MEASURED RADIATION DOSE—BIKtNI ISLANDERS
{REM per year|

194 1977 1978

Cxterngt e e e 0.2% 0. 200 ¢ 200
tnternal . . e e e 001 to (67 .08810 . 518 .070 10 . 980
Total e e 203 to . 267 .288t0.738 .27010 1. 180

Note: Federal stangacd 137 individuais equals 0.5 REM per year,
NEATUS—ENUE IsLaNDs

External rdiation: 12 rem/yvear,

Cocattil (G treesy 0 US neasarements 5 fo 6o times previous estinigites,

Other Tood cropes o Sintnpdes now betng anad v zeal,

N owarer wells: 3 ot potable dhigh salty 0 3 may be potable but; radiation
measureinents may o escewd KA standands, )

Mr. Yares, Have von decided that from new on you are not going to
permit peaple to live on Bikint any more? Obvionsly they can’t live
there if they ave going to cantinue to be infeered, right?

Mro Do Right, vesosir,

Mre Yourrs Sooas faroas vou know. Bikind I=lind s througl as an
area for livine, .

Moo Dicar. Yes sirg probably until we et another 30 vears, The hadf
life of cosiun 1= 50 vears, =o at the end of 30 veirs there would he one-
Ll the amonnt of cesttn remaining, For every 3o-vear period theres
after, the vesinm deeays to one-haltf s value.

PASIS OF 196 DECISION 0N BININT

My, Yoares, Why were people allowed to go back there in 19727 Who
made that decision?

Me=Vax Creve, Mreo Chateman,

M Yoares, Your friend in Tontevior!?

Gao ahead, please, Mes, Van Cleve, .

M-, Vax Coeve, The President of the United States made the de-
ciston i Aurnst 1968, .

A Yares. Acting upon whose adviee!?

Miw Vax Crove. The amouneed that the people o
turn on the bisis of adviee recerved from experts o .
Fnerey Cottmnis=ton who sad thi Bikim was =~afe for
habitation.,

f Bikini could re-
«d by the Momte
hunan
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889
STATEMENT OF HIGH COMMISSIONER ADRIAN P. WINKEL BEFORE THE
INTERIOR AND RELATFD AGENCIES SUBCOMMITTEE, COMMITTEE ON

APPROPRIATIONS, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, CONCERNING
RESETTLEMENT OF THE PEOPLE OF BIKINI, MAY 22, 1978
Mr. Chairman, Members of the Committee:

The preceding statements of Mrs. Van Cleve and the
presentation of the Department of Energy clearly demonstrate
the dilemma we face in dealing with the immediate and longer-
range futures of the people now living on Bikini Island.

Until last week, it had been a reasonable presumption
based on predictions by the Department of Energy that Eneu
in the Bikini Atoll would be a satisfactory place to which
the Bikini people could be moved in the immediate short-run
period and that it would also serve ;s 4 permanent location
for the bulk of the larger group still on Rili.

We now know that this is not the case.

We thus have the necessity of a temporary move to a
location that most likely will not be the permanent home for
these people.

At this point let me say that there are no uninhabited
islands or atolls on which these people might make a perma-
nent settlement. Uninhabited islands in the Marshalls are
uninhabited because they are incapable of sustaining human
life to any extent, particularly the numbers of people we are

talking about.

I e et 4 & e e e At e APl At < - e e @ = S o ———
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Mr. Chair—an, Mermpers of the Committee:

In acceordance with the decisions macde at your May 22nd
meeting, I 2iscusscd with the people of Bikini Island thear
fzrtrcoming meve from that island and their preference as to
relicazion sites. These meetings were held over a period of 24
hodrs, cn Thursday and Fraiday, June 1 and 2, with vairtually
all ¢! =ne pecrie ©f the Island--rmen, women, and children--
in atcenzancte at tne firect meeting, and 35 to 40 people (the
3iu2lit mal2 popalation) at the succeedina two meet:nds.

Sutseguently, on Monzay, June S, a meeting was held with
the people of Fili Island for the same purposes, with abouz 107
reorle 1n attendance.

In the opening remarks at Bikini I explained to the people

that I was there %to inform them it was necessary that they move

from Bikini Island, that Eneu Island also was not considered safe

enough to allow their living on 1t at this time, and that four

relocation sites were suggested for their consideration and decision.

kt the second meeting on Friday, June 2, various spokesmen
outlined the preferences of the people as follows:
1) Stay on Bikini Island until further information is
available about Eneu food and its levels of radio-

activity. The people reasoned that they would have to
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STATLIINT OF UNDERSTANDING
ON"THL' PART OF THE
COVERNMENT OF THE UHITED STATES
AND THF COVERNMENT OF THE TRUST TERRITORY OF THE PACIFIC ISLANDS
CONCERNING THE

MOVE OF THE PEGPLE OF BIKINI ISLAND, AUGUST, 1978

On August 11, 1978, the Undersecretary of the Department of the
Interior, James A. Joseph, the Deputy Undersecretary, E;llacc GISEP' and
the Director of the Office of Territoriél Affairs, Ruth G. Van Cleve,
journeyed to Bikini Island to meet with its current residents. 7The purpose
of theiy meeting was to convey information on the subject of thza forthecoming
move b¥ the people of Bikini lsland to Kili Island, and.to respend to ques-
tions and hcar concerns put to them by the people of Bikini [sland. They
had carlire, on August 7, held a similar meeting with forumer residents of
Bikini who now reside on Kili. The High Commissioner of the Trust Territory
of the Pacific Is{ands, Adrian P. Winkel, had been prevented vy bad wecather
in Saipan from joining in the visit to Bikini Island, but he had earlier met

with the peouple of Bikini, as well as with other Bikinians on Kili.

In 1946, the people of Bikiri were removed from their atoll by the
U. S. Navy in order to enable the United States to use the atoll for a
nuclear testing program which lasted until 1958. The islanders were moved
first to Rongerik, then to Kwajalein, and ultimately to Kili. Tn the late
1660's, it appeared that levels of radiation on Bikini atcll wore such that
the people could return to and use a number of the major islands of the atoll.
Beginning in 1969, a clean-up of the atoll and a rehabilitation prograw was
begun. In the carly 1970's, some Rikini peop!g were employed in the projcct
anc the Rikinl Islaud population increased to approniwaiely ido in 1976, In
1977, the intake of radionuclides by the people living on Eilini Island had
increased to alarming proportions, and a major feeding program was insti-

tuted. April, 1978 surveys showed that the feeding program had avt resulted
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i “cctgaSu in the radionuclide body burden. The Departmenct of the
‘aterior decided, in the I;ght of the evidunce presented by the Deparcment
oi Energy, ihat the pcople living on Rikini should be moved at the ecarliest
Lawae wdlit.  aR neriai/rudiolns;aq: sarvey currently underway and other
radiological tests or Bikini being concucted by the Department of Eneryy

will determine whether Bikind »inli cun, in tie i1oresceabie future, be

considered as a home for the Bikini pedple.

Among the requests of the prople of both Bikini and Kili was a
request for a statement in writing of the u;derstandings that the repre-
sentatives of the United States conveyed during those meetings and of the
commitments that those represcntatives were willing to make. The follow-

ing are intended to respond to the principal concerns then and there

expressed. ¥ .

Mr. Joseph and Mrs. Van Cleve, on behalf of the Government of the
United States, and Mr. Winkel, on behalf of the Governmment of the Trust

-

1 R
Territory, offerea the following assurances:

I. The Government of the United States considers itself generally
rcspopsible for the well being of the Bikini pcople and their descendents
and, following consultation with them, the Government of the United States
will seek to arrange their relocation, permanently, in the most satisfactory
manner possible. The Department of the Interior will undcrtake to obtain

such authority and such resources as may be required in order to meet and

=00 august LA, 1Y, 8, weon et Uhe Eikin} andg Nidi =zt s the four
officers teferred Lo dbouve were involved in a major airplane accident
off the coast of Guam. Although they were among the survivors, their
notes taken at the meetings sunk with the airplane. This statement,.
draleed by Mrs. Van Cleve on August 15 at the Cuar Naval Hospital is
intended to be as full as recollections permit, bhut in the circumstances
it may not be completc.




discharze this responsiblilly. lie vepdftocit vl the interior will call upon

2. other agencievs of the Lnitud dtates Goveranent tv assist it. porticeolarly che
N

-

3. Department of Energy, S0 ds tu assulwe that, arong othuer thirss, the medical

4. necds of the current residents of Bikini Island continue to Vel

6. I11. Because K111 Island has, until recent weecks, been regarded as

7. solely a temporatry relocation site for the people of Bikini, the Cové};éents o

8. have never undertaken to construct permanent facilities there, nor to improve

9. significantly any of the existing Ki{li facilities. It is now known that

10. Bikini Island will not be fit for human habitacién for decades to come, and

11. on the basis of the most reccent scicncifi; information, it appears that Eneu

12. 1slaud, in the Bikini Atoll, will also be unavailable for settiement. In

13. the circumstances, the Governments understund that soma of the Bikini pcople

14, ywjill choose to remain on Kili indefinitely, and the Governments will accord-
- 15. 1ingly undertake a program for_:hc permanent rehabilitation of [Kili.

16.

17. III. It is not yet possible to develop a permanent relocation plan

18. for the people of Bikini. That plan must await completion of the aerial/

4
19. radiological survey that is now underway, and that is expected to be com-

20. pleted no later than the early weeks of 1979. When those survey results
21. are available and evaluated, and when any rcmaining scientific tests found
22. necessary are also completed, all of which developments are expected to
23. occur in the first months of 1979, it will be possible to identify safe
24. relocation sites. The Governments will then, following full consultation
25. with the people of Kili (including the current risidents of Bikini Island
26. who will by then have relocated there), plan in detail for the relocation
27. of such Kill residents as choose to move elsewhere, affording to them a
28 choice among the possihle relecation sites. Those who choose to remain on

29. Kili will be uccuumodated thure.

30.
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U.S. ERRED

Bikini Island:
Lost Again
fo Radiation

When the atomic bomb dropped. [
thought Bikini would disappesr com-
pletely. {t wowd have been belter,
mayoe, if it had. . . . Then we would-
't hgue all these (roubles.

—Nsthan Nele, seribe
of the Bikini people, 1978

+ BY JERRY BELCHER

Tumes Lia writer

BIKINI, Marshail Islands—When
the Amencans made him leave Biam
for the first ume. in 1946, Andrew
Jakco was M yearsold

When, afler using the fragile Paci-
fic atoll for 23 nuctear test biasts, the
Americans in Lhe person of Prendent
Lyndon B. Johnton assured him, his
fellow islanders and the rest of the
world thal Bikini once again was safe
for human {ife, Andrew Jakeo was 56.

Now Andrew Jakeo is 66 and,
above all else, he wants to live out
the days Lthat remain to him on this
tiny curve of coral, sand and coconut
paims with s family and fnends.

Then, when his Lme comes, he
wanis (o be bumed here among hs
anceslors.

But the old man wiil not be permit-
ed Lo end his days where he wishes.

For one day next month—fcderal
officiais say about Aug. 22. aithough
offictal pians deaiing with s place
and these peopte seem Lo go awry
more often than nol—the Americans
will remove Andrew Jakeo and the
140 others iiving on 449-acre Bdam
Island, largest of the 26 islets that
make up Bikine Alol).

They will be transparted to “tem-
porary” quarters i Kili, a singte 1s-
land with a land arca onc-sixth thal
of thmr 2.2-square-mie home atoll,
Kili, without a lagoon, lies nearly 500
miles southeast it is an island some
Biimians habitually refer to as “the
prison.”

e Enea

/

The Rikinians must leave their an-
cestral home and s beauuful. fisk-
\cerung lagoon because the Amen-
cans, as (hey themseives now admit,
made a regre:table error 10 ycars ago:

Despite what the scientists and (he
President said—despite an savest.
ment of $3.25 million for cteanup and
rebusiding — Bikuni 1s not saiic aiter ali.

Andrew Jakep and the others iving
on Bikini Island arc being subjccted (0
unaceeptably high doses of radation
left behind by atomic and hydrosen
bomb biasts that seared the atoil dur-
ing 12 years of testing.

Some younger Bikinians may live
o see their homeland again. but An-
drew Jakco will not. [t may be 50
ycars dbelore Bikini is fit {or human
habitauon. hd

Andrew Jakeo is biller and angry.
although like most Marshallese he
veils his emoLions from gutsiders.

“The Amcncans loid us i 1046
that they had come 10 test a bomb,”
he sad not long ago. “They told us
they did not know how much lhe
bomb wouid hurt Bikim. They toid us
that after they tesied the bomb, and
Bikim is good agan, they will baing
us back. They did nol say how long it
would be.”

But Andrew—Marshallese address
one another by {irst names and expeet
oulsiders 10 do the same—hchicved.
along with the 165 others the US.
Navy removed in 1246, thal they
would be back within a year or so.

Mcantime. he was convineril, the
American s wiond U proun!s for hun sl
the other peoyor of i

Plense Turn e Page 3, Col 1
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Bikini lslandsrs Lose Again to Radiation

Centiaued frem First Page
Angrew finally came back about
eight years ago. He was among the
first 10 return. It was 24 ycars after
the Navy had waken him away, we
years after President Johnson's an-
nouncement that Bikimt was safe.
From the front porch of his con-
crete biock house overlooking Bikuni
lagoon, the old man recailed the long
years between departure and return.
There was near starvation, much pn-
vauon. There was shutthing from one
alien 1sland to another and another
and yet another, There was scattenng
of family and friends, dislocaton,
nearly total disruption of a hitherwo
. quiet, untroubled way of Life.

“Maybe there were some times
when | was not uahappy,” he admit-
ted “But ... cvery dav | remem.
bered Bikini And every day [ wanted
{0 come back because it is my home-
land, because Bikwni 15 a beautsful
place.”

He was quet, deferentially polite.
But al last, in reply lo the stranger’s
question, Andrew dropped the emo-
tional ved slightly.

How, the stranger asked. will he
react when he leaves Bikum once
again and forever?

“1 will weep,” he said. “I will foe!
anger. ... [ will not go. | will sit

ARSI SRR T L N N
‘You'd have to say

‘the removal was the
right of the conqueror.’

here. They will have o carry me
away.”

He said he also belicved some of
the others would do the same as he,
fecl the same as he.
~ And how, after all that had hap-
pened o hum and his people since
1946, did he fcel now about the
Amencans!?

The ald man laughed, perhaps em-
barrassed by the question and by the
fact that the quesuoner was an
Amencan.

Then he lcaned cloy staring
through thick green-Linted glasses
that made hus dark eyes seem enor-
mous.

“ “The American is a liar-man,” he
$aid. “Hus promuse 1s not kept.”

~ The first Amencan promise to the
Bikini people was mage by the U.S.
Navy after President Harry S Tru-
man had, on Jan. 10, 1946, ai the rec-
ommendauon of the Jaint Chiefs of
Stafl, given the go-ahead for Opera-
tion Crossroads, the first past-World

Charter of 1945.

Specilically, it was designated a
“strategie rusL.” which permitted the
Umited States to sct asile certain
areas of whe former Japanese mandate
terniory for malitary sccunity pure

3.

Bikim seemed a logical cheice
geographically, t00. The wica of Oper-
aton Crossroads was Lo see what the
atomic bomp would do lo a naval
Tlcet. The-three A-bombs of World
War 1] had been expleded in the New
Meaxico desert and over the Jaoanese
ciues of Hiroshima and Nagusake

Other sites were considered. But
according Lo Crossroads  historian
Heal lhines. “Bikirs fulfilled all the
condilions of climate and isolation. It
was . . . 2500 miles west southwest
of Honolulu ., . . but it alss was ac-
cessible. ., . Its inhabitants, who
then numbered 162, could be moved
toanother atoll.”

(Most other sources say the papu-
lauon then was 1G6. Since then there
has Leen a population expiosion, To-
day 860 pe-sons claim {and rights in
Bixini Awll—140 now lving on Bikint
Island, 450 on Kiti, and the others
scattered throughout Lhe Marshalls.)

There was concern on the part of
the U.S. fishing industry that the test
biasts might hurt the nch commernial
fishing grounds. There aiso were so
many complaints from ammal lovers
that plans Lo use dogs as lest amimals
were canceled. Bui therc 1s na ree-
orded protest against remaving the
Bikimans from their ancestral home-
land.

“In retrospect . .. you'd have 1o
sy the removal was the ‘night of the
conqueror,’” said Jim Wian. a trans-
planted Kansan who 1s distnet attor-
ney of the Paafic Trust Termitory's
Marshall Islands District.

“Qur attitude must have been that
we, at the cost of scveral thousand
Amerf€an lives, look the Marshails
. . . took thus whote arca of the Paci-
fic from the Japanese, Ang. . . part
of it was the attitude, “Well, they (the
Bilusmans) are gust liltle brown people
anyway. They don't need Lheir atoll
\‘lle'll Just move ‘cm off soraeplace
else.” ”

Certainly the Bikinians were in no
position 1o seriousty oppose the Navy
when, on Feb. 10, 1946, Commodore
Ben Wyatt, then the military gover-
nor, amved by scaplane and an-
nounced that Lhey must go cisewhere.

In effect, the wsianders -then and
there adopted the Umited States as
thewr 1ro1j alap—their paramount
chicf, the power over and beyond
therr lacal isiand chuef, Juda. And, 1t
Marshallese tradition, this meant that
heneeforward the Uniled States was

War [[ test of nucicar
In simmiest terms, Lhe pramise went
something fike this: We have decided
{0 usc your ateli to test a powerful
pew weapon. For your own safcty,
ou will be moved 1o another place.
‘¢ will ke care of you there. When
we're through unng your atoll, we
will bring you back.

Few now question that the Navy
had the legal rizht 1o appropriate Bi-
kim Aloll {or military purposes.

Bikint w5 part of the Morshall Is.
lands, which s part of Micronema,
which n lura wus calublished as a
UN. Tiust Terntory vaelee 105, il
minstrauon by Lerns of the UN.

resp for the protcetion and
well-being of the Bik:ni peopie.

Although t0 Amenican eyes the
Alolls of the Marshalls Jook much the
same, the removal was deeply painful
and culturally destructive w (he Bi-
kimans.

For, as many anthropologists have
obscrved, there 1 among Micronesian
peoples a profound, mystical attach-
ment to the particular, ny piots of
land owned by thesr famiiics or clans.

Anthropologist Robert Kiste, au-
thor of “The Budanians: A Study to
Farerd Mizeation,” =ud 1n an incee-
view 1hat the retilon: bp belween 3
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'HOT BREW' —Jeladrick Jokeo checks sap from coconut palm. He
lets it {arment into jokaury, a midly giconalic drink. White zoconuts
are forbidden, Jokeo says no one hos ever banned jakouru.




Islands Lost Again to Radiation

Countinned from Third Page
man and his land overrides the con-
cept of nationality.

“To say. 'I'm Marshallese, thal isa
Toreign concepl.” Kiste said “West-
erncrs named those islands the Mar-
shatls. So ‘Marshallese” has fess
wmeaning than ‘I'm Bikinan' And
among Lhemsclves, they speak nat of
bemg Bikinians, but ;|ay, ‘I'm a.person
of tus parucular piece of land’ Land
is an expression of who 1 am—af indi-
wndual identity.”

QOr. as {ellow anthropologist Jack.
Tobin, another academic expert with
jong expenence 1n the Marshalls, ex-

it

“In those islands, 3 man without
tand is no man.”

By a split vote of the atotl's leaders,
the Bikimans chose 1 go o Rongenk
Atoll, 123 miles east of their home
atoll The Navy, which put oul press
releases 3t the Lme indicaung that
“the nauves were delighted” by Lhe
move, was only slightly more re-
suraned a year later in i official his-
tory of Crosstoads, “Bombs at Bikini.”

“The Bikimians, convinced that the
{A-bomb) wests would be & contribu-
Lon W world peace, indicated their
willingness o evacuate,” the Navy
hatoran wrote.

R wasn't quite that way, according
0 Tobin. emeritus professor of an-
trropalogy at University of Hawaii.

“They did not go wrllingly.” Totin
sod “They were forced (0 20. . . .
They agreed because they had to, just
as they had agreed (o do things when
the Japancse had bayonets in the
backgroynd

“Put yourself in their shoes: You've
been told what to do by the Japanese
for a quarter-century . . . and told by
tbe Japancse military the Americans
weére weak. So when the Amencans
wiped oul the Japanese . . . all those
Amernican shups appearing, the natur-
al resction . . . would be 0 go along
with what they are toid.”

On the afternoon of March 7, 1946,
the 166 men. women and children of
Bikini were oaded sboard Navy LST
1108, As the awkward landmg craft
backed ol the beach at Bikini island

. icnt camp at Kwajalewn. In Septem-
ber, the Bikinians voted Lo resettie an
Kili, and in November, they were fi.
nally settied on Kili and began buiid -
ing a new and digger village than
they had had on Bikini

-~ Kili was without question better
than Rongenk But it also was small
and, worse yet, it had no lagoon. The
island was constantly pounded by the
Pacifie. Fishing was {ar more difficult

and churncd out of the bluc-green la-
goon, the people gathered on the
main deek 1o aing tradilional songs of
farcwell. The next marning they were
untoaded at Rongerik.

On the marning of July 1, a D-20
bomber called Dave’s Dream dropped
a “nominal yield” 20-kiloton {the
equivalent of 20,000 tons of TNT)
atomic bomb over the fleet of 70 ob-
solete 11.5. and eaptured Jar and

scemed to be little to Bikini itsclf. The
Lrees were sull standing, sull basning
coconuts. But the radiauon. invisiole,
was not something he couid under-
stand.

Severe food shom7e3 developed
duning the winter of 1946-47. in
spring of 1947, fire destroyed a third
of Rongenk’s coconut trees. The peo-
ple pressed for a return to Bikini, but

German warships moorcd just off Bi-
kini Istand. [t expioded 500 feet above
the fleet, sinking five ships, twisting
and crushing others like cheap Woys—
and imtiating the radiation poisoning
of Bikim.

Among the 42,000 cbservers of the
awesome blast was Chief Juda,
watehing as a guest of the Navy {rom
the deck of the amphibious command

|
-7 S oot s D o o 1

They thought they
could bear up under the
hardships of Rongerik.

T —
[}

ship Mt McKiniey, several miles

away, The Navy uscd more than 10,-

000 mstruments 1o record test data.
Chief Juda’'s reaction was not re.

corded. The next day he cepined his

peopie at Rongerik.

Rongzerik was a disaster. [t was too
small. There was (00 little food. And,
accoriing 0 legerd, 1L was haunted
by an evil witch named Liborka, who

isoned the fish of the lagoon. In

act, certain fish of the lagoon were
mmnous which was why Rongerik

d been uninhabited for years,

But il was close to Biximi and the
peopie had chasen it for that reason.
They thought they could bear up un-
der the hardships until they went
back 1o their home atoll, That, they
were convinced, would be in a coupie
of years al maosL

Chief Juda had rewrned {rom the
first bomb test (the second. an under-
waler shot, was held July 25, 1346) Lo
tell hus people that while there had
been great damage o Lhe ships, Lhere

than at Bikini Supply ships could
neither land food nor take away copra
-~dried coconut, the anly cash crop—
for months at a tme because of the
heavy surl. Somctimes six months
passcd before a ship couid unioad.

In an attempt Lo relieve the isola-
lan, the Navy turned over a 40-fool
power whaleboat (o the Bikiniand. It
sank in high seas in 1951,

In the same year, the Navy turned
over ad ation of Mi

a radiological survey indicated that it
was oo “hot” for permanent occu-
pancy and wouid be for many ycars.

In October, the Navy announced
that the Bikinians would be relocated
on Ujelang. But two months later, the
Pentagon announced a new seres of
nuelear tests would be held, this time
at Eniwelok, another atoil in the
Marstalls. The Eniwetok people
would go to Ujelaug instead of Lhe Bi-
kintans. The Bikinians had to waiL

Andrew Jakco remembered the
Rongenk period well. “1 was 2 big
man then,” he said, “but I got siin-
ny.” He held up the iittle finger of kis
left hand. “Skinny like this. One old
woman died from hunger. . . . Fora
year and a ball, we did not have
enough food, {(somctunes) got our
food by cutting open the coconut tree
and eaung the heart of the tree. This
kiiled the tree.”

Jeladnk Jakeo, Andrew’s 48-year-
otd brother, was a teen-ager on Ren-
gerik. “It was termbdle,” he remem-
bered. “We ate things that were not
good. gathered coconuts that fioatea
in from the sca. Bad food; we got sick.
Arms and legs sweiled up, and we got
b;lmm on the arms and we had diar-
rhea.”

Late in January, 1948, the Navy
dispatched anthropologist Leonard
Mason. now of the Uraversity of Ha-
wau, 1o investigate, He found the ex-
iles at the pownt of starvation, hving
on raw flour diluted with water.

in strong terms, Mason recom-
mended that the people be removed
{rom Rongerk as soon as possible. He
also recommended [fi Island, ai-
though he admitled it had many dis-
advantages, as the best avaladle
place to relocate the Biamans.

In March, 1948, they were moved o

and (he problems of the Bikinians—to
the civilians. A high commissioner
wan appointed by the President to
work wilh and through the US. De-
partment of Lhe Intenor.

Matters did not improve right
away. Bul under pressure from Lhe
United Nations, the high commission -
er pushed 2 community developme:.t
plan Lo improve agnicuiture on Kiiv

In addition, the Trust Terrtory
turned over a copra trade bast Lo pro-

Plesse Turs to Page 9. Col.




Bildni Islanders Lose Out Again

Contlzned from 8th Pagy
vide 1, trapsportation link to Jaluit
AwlL where a coiony of Bikinians had
been esiblished as past of the com-
munity development project At (irst
e scheme prospered, morale im-
proved and some thought the Bukinj-
ang raight fearn to adjust to Kili.
Then, late in 1957, and early the
next year, typhoons sank the copra
boat. destroyed the new agricullural
projects and wrecked the Jaluit colo-

BY.
After that, according to Tobin, the
Deart seemed 1o go out of the exles.

On March 1, 1954, test shot Bravo,
an H-bomb 730 tumes more powerful
than the first atomic bomb, was ex-
ploded at Bikinj with tragic results.

An unpredicted wind shift after the
blast had sent the 20-mile-high cioud
of radioactive particles dniting in the
wrong direction, across Bikin: Isiand
and beyond. The piume stretched 240
mules long and 40 miles wide, over an
area far outside the resinicted danger

sone. i
Rongelap, Rongenk and Utlrk
awlls, all inhabited by Marshallese
and US. military persoanel, were in
the path of the failout, whick in some
places fluttered down Lke snowflaices.
Twenty-eight Americans, 244 Mar-
shallese and--aithough it was not
known unul someume later—23
crewtnen of the Japanese fishing boat
Fukuryu Maru (Lucky Dragon) were
senously irradiated. One crewiman
dred of complicauons. The rest spen
a year in hospitals. :
The Amencans and Lhe Marshal-
lese, evacuated and treated in millta-
ry hospilals almost diately, did
not seem at the time o have suffered
manent harm. No one seems (o
what happened o the Ameri-
cans. But over the years, 47 of the
Marshallese have developed thyroid
abacrmailties, seven of them diagn.
osed a3 cancerous. Thirty-five have
bad thetr thyroids removed One has

died of leukemia, another of cancer of
the stomach. believed to have been
caused by the Bravo fallout.

Bikint Island, aithough unoccupied,
was intensely irradiated, a fact which
would have conscquences which will
be feit {or generaons.

The Bravo disaster and the world-
wide publicity gven to it played a
part in the eventiual of nu-

terior Stewart Udall, the AEC sent a
team of Lechnologists 1o make an in-
&ansluve radiological survey of the
atoll,

On Aug. 12 1968, President John-
son announced that Brkiny was safe,
that it would be rehabulitated and re-
settled “with all possible dispaten.”

Glenn T. Seaborg, ALC chawrman,

clear testing in 1958—the year of the
23rd and final shot at Bikini=and in
the nuclear test-ban treaty of 1963,
which ended atmosphene testing by

. the United States, Britain and the So-

viet Union.

With the end of testing. pressure
mounted to return the exies to Bikini.

William Norwoed, now living in re-
tirement in Hawai, served as high
commussioner of the Trust Terniory
from 1966 to 1969,

In a recent interview with The
Times, he sud, “We had, of course,

[ e

The experts warned
that the coconut crab;
should not be eaten.

B B R T e i

“ben under pressure from the Bikini

mople themselves to get them off of
ii They were consuanily asking to
be put on some other island. They
hoped first ang foremost for Bikini
. . . | remember being introduced Lo
Chief Juda, who very emotionaily and
persuasively, and almost tearfully,
g:‘cadcd with me o either get them

ck to Bikind or, {ading that. Lo get
them a better place than Kili.”
Norwood said that dbout Lhe same
time a representative of the Atomie
Encrgy Commussion=he does not re-
call his name—1old him that monutor-
ing of Bikini's radiation levels indi-
cated il might now be safe once again
{ar permanent reoccupauon

In May, 1967, some ¥me afler a for-
mal request by Secretary of the in-

plained that the President's final
decision had becn based on the rec-
ommcndation of “eight of the most
highly qualified experts available™ f-
ter studnng the 1957 survey results
and unanimousty concluding that Bi-
kint Isiand and Eneu Island, 10 miles
away, wers radiclogicaily safe
enough Lo allow reestablishment of
the Bikunians there.

The experts—all either AEC em-
ployes or employes of AEC contrac-
tors —warned that the cocenut erabs
should nol be eaten because of their
hugh content of strontium 90. There
were no warmings about any ather {o-
cal foods. They recommended Lhat
radiological checks be made penodi-
cally 10 determune how much radia-
tion the people were being exposed W
from external enwronmental sources
and (rom thetr diet

Chuef Juda did not live 1o hear the
news. le had died—sherily before
the Johnson announcement—of can-
cor. which he beheved had then
caused by his exposure Lo the first A-
bomb test in 1946, a clum scientists
are Inclined to distount.

Ironically, especially in view of
what was 1o be iearned 10 years later.
several Biksnians expressce susgicion
about the food growing on the conta-
minated atoll dusing a tour of the 18-
lands a few weeks aller the Johnson
announrement

One of the Dikinians, named Jibaj,
even rcfused (o louch [ood from the
atcl, insisung it was poiscnous.

Another, Layo, made I forecast
that, from the perspecuve of 1978,
scems far more acute and accurale
than the prediciions of any of the US.
bureaucrats or scientists. “{L will take

radiation levels in Lhe interior of the
island were 100 high to permit people
to build and live 1n homes there.

“We didn't really find any surpnses
i that external radiation field,” sad
Tommy McCraw, who had been in-
volved in both the 1967 and the 1975
srveys.

However, at the same time, it was
determined for the first time that lo-
cally grown breadfruil and pandanus
—two popuiar items of diet=were o
radiosctive_to be safely consumed
over the long term. Coconuts, even
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The internal dose had
risen dramatically be-
tween 1974 and 1977.
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more of a stapie in the local diet, were
reporied to be safe,

Then last summer, 2 Lawrence
Livermore Laboratory study done for
the Encrgy Rescarch and Develop-
ment Agency, an AEC successor
agency, {ound what well water on Bi-
kinl excceded (cderal standards for
radioactive stronuum 9%0.

Other levels of radialion on the -
iand were 3o high, according 1o the
report. that Lhere was Litte margin
for safe absorpuon of any additional
doses {rom the food chain.

But, at the same ume, ERDA en-
vwonmental safety official Roger Ray

said it would de ure to |2y that
the Bikinians m be moved-of
therr awll.
By fall. M‘hihme:ld o longer
was any question: Ray 3
of the Bikini-Kili Council inwm:o
that Bikum Island “shouid no |
be consdered a permanent l:t'ﬁ:
ment” and advised that considerauon,
?n given W moving the settiement Lo
8

It seemed the scenusts had now
determined that the Bikinians were
absorbing radiation at a rate substao-
tally above the fedcral safely nan-
dard of .5 rem per year, a mcasure-
ment of radiauon dosage of any kind
producing biclogica) effects 1n man.

According 1o the Deparument of
Energy (successor to ERLDA) the ex-
ternai dose on Bikuu Island in 1977
was 2, the same as in 1974 Bur Lhe
internal dose, measured by an m-
strument calied the whale body coun-
ter, had nscn dramaucaliy 1n three
years—{rom a reac:ng of 067 in
1974102 top of 53310 1971,

And Lhe coconut was named as the
radioactive “villain,” since it was the
only locally grown food then bemg
consumed in any quanuty. As one
scientist put it the coconut paims
were "sopping up” radicactive cenium
137 and swontum 9 &t 3 muck
greater rate than anyone predicted,
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100 years before the istands are back
in shape 3 * Tobin reported hum

.assaning. . . . Theslands are com-

pletely runed now.”

Still, despite their suspicions and
the obvious enormuty of the job. the
Biiaruans on the tour appirently were
canvinced by the officials and sciea-
tists that at lcast the istands of Bikini
and Ercu, 10 mules away, could de
made hivable.

The Bikinians reported the condi-
tions they had seen and the plans that
were being made for rehabiiilauon to
their fellow wslanders on Kili. Only
two or three of the 300 then fiving
there voled agunst the idea of an
eventuai return to Biluni.

The cieanup began in February,
1969. using tome Bikiniarns on the
work crew. The rest of the renabilita-
tion project—piowing up Bikum and
Eneu Islands. replanung them with
{ood crops, began laler the same year.
A few famulies began moving back o

ni

By 1974, the $325.000 cieanup and
the $3 milliont rchabilitation program
was through its first phase. Forty of
the planned 80 homes had been erect-
ed

Then, as planning for the second
phase was beginning, the Bilunians
said they wanted to locale some of
ke new suructures in the intenor of
the isfand.

The following year, another AEC
radiclogical survey was made, s
time 1o more dewil 1t was found that
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Bikini Islanders Lose Again to Radiation
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High doses of radiation from these isotopes
are known (o cause vanous types of cancer in
man, but scientists debate the cancer risk from
relatively low doses such ay those 10 which the
Biknins have been exposed. [n general, scen-
tists have found that the lower the dose, the
lower the nsk that cancer will develop over a
period of years.

The people living on Bikini were ordered
either (o eal no coconuts or o ration themselves
to one 3 day. But they were (old the coconuts
from Eneu were suil safe.

The Trust Temgcry qverp::mdir}ium?h a
feeding program. ept for fish and fowl, the
peopie were 10 cat nottung but US. Department.
of Agnicuiture surpius food

By February of thus year, it was official poli-
» Biidni was unfit for people to live on.
contrast to 1968, the news was not an.
to the world by the Premdent of the
ited States.

t was rather quietly passed along o Con-

pes in the form of a money request. Underse-

cretary of the Inlenor James A. Joseph, in ask-

ing Congress for a $15 mullion appropnalion

rejocate the people of Bikni, cxpluned the
in low-key, bureaucratic styles

*“1t became evident that racdionuclide intake in
the piant food chain had been significanuly mis.
calculated in terms of human consuroplion . . .
The restriction on the use of coconut producty
produced on Bildini Isiand for food and cxport
make (it) . . . unrealistic as a permanent place
of pettlement.

He wrote that Eneu Island appeared Lo be the
most feasible alternative piace to resetlie the
500 persons who had earlier micated they even.
tually wanted Lo live on Bikuni Isfand, but added
that a small number wouid likely choose to re-
main on Kill.

“Apaiyns,* he wrole ‘geveas that these
NNMN?M coconuts can be used for food and

e fulure copra export.”

Joseph proposed that $13 million be spent Lo
make Eneu Livable and $2 miilion be invested in
Ingnring conditions at Kili

mid-blarch, Rep. Sidney R Yates (D-IL),
chairman of the House intenor subcommitiee
o0 appropriauons, opencd the first of a senes of
bearings on the rooney bill and the plight of the

Bikirvans.

At the Aprd 12 session of the Yates subcom-
mittee, Trust Temitory officials tesufied that it
was their belief Biking Istand would be off himuts
for 30 to 50 years but that Eneu, 10 mues away,
was likely to be a safe site {ar pe. manent reset.
tUement

- Adnan Winkel, current high commisnoner of
the Trust Termtory, tesufied that, “even know.
fng of Lhe danger.” Lhose already living on Biki-
ni lsland wanted to stay there and that there
was some indication otsers from Kill wanted W
join them an the condemned home island.

The subcommittee was told that final deter-
mination of whether Eneu was safe for pere
manent relocation could not be made unti
about Jan 1, 1979, when radicactinity levels of
frut and vegelables grown 1n an expenmental
garden plot on the isiand would be made known
by the Department of Energy.

But the withesses agreed that the Bikiniang
eould remain where Lhey were wathout harm
wul Jar. 1 if they just stuck 10 the rules and
refruncd from ealing the coconuts~—unless,
they added in qualiication, the medical tesls
(whole body counts) 10 be madc on the Bikani-
ang later in April showed sharp jumps in mter-
el raiiauion dosate. And thal was not expected,

MeCraw, now chuef of special projects branch
ol the Encrey Dupartment's divnon of en-

vimnmental safety, sa n an internew 1 esrly
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May, “We can show that Eney is Jower (in ra-
dioactivily} by a factoe of 10 than Bikini Istand
. . . Eneu could be a residence island without
restrictions, which means you can eat the fish
{ou cateh in the lagoon, you can grow any crop.
'm convinced that Lthese Eneu (test) trops are

ong Lo show very much lower levels than the
%:.hm‘ numbers.”

At the Department of the Interior, Ruth Van
Cleve, chuef of terntonal affaus; John DeYoung,
her top assstant, and High Commussioner
Winkel all thaught Eneu was the most accepta-«
ble second choice of the Bikinians.

But now all three were caulious about the
data they were getung from tke Energy De.
partment, “All we can do at any stage s listen
to what the experts say—and hope theyre
right,” Mrg Van Cleve said.

*“The decisions of 1967-G8 (that Bikini wast
safe for resettiement) were based on avadable
knowledge,” Winkei said “And now we are in
vutually the same position The decisions we
make now wil be based on avalable knowl-
edge.”

. But less than two weeks later, there was bad
newt for the Bianans

The report on the April whole body counts on
the Bikinians showed a startling increase 18 in-
ternal radiauon doses.

The readings ranged up Lo .98, nearly double
the federal safety standard of .5 rems.

Including the externai rad:auon dosage of 2,
the same as in the past, the top reading was 1.18,

At the same Urce, acd just as startlingly, pre--

i results of lesung on Coconuls grown
on Eneu showed radicacuwity levels iive 1o sx
times higher than had been expected.

Teatifying at the May 22 session of the Yates
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‘We would like you to keep

your promise to the Bikini

people, to take care of us.’
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subcommitiee, Mre. Van Cleve said the latest
ts requured a i 4

Second, it appeared that E&ﬁu must be ruled oyt
as the alternative mte of the permanent reset-

1o move (o “public domain” land in Hawaii or to
the mainland of the United States,

He said the maprity of those living on Kili
apparently preferred Lo remain there But, he
added, some wanted (o join the Bk resdents
wherever they mught be relocated.

er tests on Eneu foodstuifs would be re-
quored before the 1sland could be finally ruled
out. Winkel said. But he was not cpumisuc.
And, without quite spelling it out, he seemed to
dustrusy the thought of relocaung the Bikinans
1 Hawaij or on the maniand

“On the bass of ali the factors,” Winkel
summed up, “it is my decsion that the people of
Buuni [stand should be relocated W Kili lsiand
at Uus time.”

Winkel's statement 10 the subcommittee on
the Burimany' preferences was accurate as far
asit went

But, from Times interviews with more than a
dozen Bilanuans an thewr condemned island last
month, it was apparent the igh commusnaner
faded Lo convey the depth of thew feelings,
especially ther reluctance to be resettied in the
Marshalis, paruculariy on Kili “Kili,” they sad
agan and agan, "5 bad. Kili is no good.”

With only one excepuon. they said they
wished Lo be resettied in Hawau or Flonda

Miton Anwen, bern on another island but
marmed into 2 Bikini famdy, put it thus way:

“We would like to be with you in Amenica al-
ways. We like you We would like you to keep
y?ur promise (o the Bildni peopie, 10 take care
of us.

“You made a promise to the Bilani peapie, 50
we would like 10 come iive with you —and you
can support the peopie of Bikini as much a8 you
can~live with you so the Amencan dociors can
watch me and my lamily because | worry about
the radiation, worry about the radiation night
after mght. . . . Everybody here says uus.”

Magistrate Tomaks Judz, appeanng before
the subcommuttce once again, sad that although
there was deep sorrow and bitterness among huy
people and aithough “life on Kili is difficult.” he
concurred in the high commissioner's dec:sion
;o r;louw them at least temporanly oo that 13-
an

Then he suggested practical measures which
he said were pecessary to make Kuili Lvable—
construcuon of a 2,000-foot airstnp and an ail-
weather, all-season pier, estabushment of 2

U the same sesyion, at the head of a small
delegation of Biluru leaders, was Magwstrate To-
maki Juda, son of the man who was chief in
1946 Afthough bom on Biuni, the 33-year-old
Tomaki was Loo young 1o remember detaus of
the furst removal. But he had heard stones of
that ume all tus hfe.

He repeated one now to the subcommitiee:
When the naval officer had toid the people they
must leave Lhe island a generaton ago, he had
com them “to the children of Israel whom
the saved from Lhewr enemy and led inlo
the promused land.”

1t had not warked out that way.

“We are more akin 0 the chuldren of Israel
when they left Egypt and wandered through
the desert for 40 years.” the dark-sianned, dig-
nified Bikinian said “We loft Bikini and have
wandered through the ocean for X0 years. and
we wil never return Lo our promised land.”

In fact Tomaki was back on Dikint on June 1.
along with High Commusmoner Winkel, but
only to break Lhe news Lo the people and to dis-
cusy with them where they wanted to go.

Winket's recommendauons were read into
the record at the June 19 meeting of the Yatcs
subcommuites. He noted that those living on Bi-
kuind lstand told hums that if they could not re-
matn there, or at least on Enew, they preferred

dical dispensary, a new school, renovauon of
homes and commuruty facthties, Considerauon
also should be g1ven. he sud. Lo refocaung some
of Lhe people on Jabwor Isiand at Jaiut Atoll,

The Bikini Jeader also made it clear that in
addiuon Lo relocaung the peoole, and makng
their new homeland livable, the United States
had further financwa obligauons,

It was 100 soon to discuss details, he said, but,
“we feel that our peopic. éspecially the elderiy
ones, are enutled 0 compensauan from the
Uruted States, for ther removai from Bikind and
for the virtual destrucuan of Bikud and other
islands.”

Congress has now approved the $15 million
for relocaung he Bikiuans, and bSulding
materials are being purchased for the Lempara-
ry housing for them on Kili

Plans are under way for the Kill pier, al-
though some persons familiar with the surf con-
ditions do nat behieve i 18 jeasibie. M

Planming also goes ahead for the final remo-
val of Lre peopie {rom Bikini next monty

One last matier; Ruth Van Cleve said In
Washirgton that, aithough old Andrew Jakeo
cannot continue to live on Bikun, it 13 possible
that after lus death he could be buned there
with his ancescors,

But ghe added, *I think we would want Lo get
firm word On that {rom the scienusw.”



