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You will recall that as a result of the Farch 1l detonation of the CASTLE
test serles conducted by JTF-7 in the Facific in 195), the natives of
Rongelap end Utirik Atolls in the Marshall Islands were exposed to radio-
active fallout., The Atomic Fnergy Comussion, on behalf of the U, S,
Government, has accepted responsibility for periodic medical examinations
of these Marshallese, Since that time there have been five follow-up
medical examinations conducted by the AEC in collaboration with the Kaval
Fedical Resezrch Institute, the Naval Radiological Defense Laboratary and
the Brookhaven Bational Laboratory. These examinations were greatly
facilitated by the assistance afforded the medical teams by CIKCFPACFLY
and the Comanding Cfficer KAVSTATAJ,

The fifth follow-up examinations during February-Arril, 1958 for the

first time employed the whole body counter, an electronic device far

the meesurenent and identification of the total body burden of contami-
nating raiioisctopes. It proved an unqualified success in that it provided
direct d=ta cn the type ard de-ree of internal caontardnation of a mumber of
the islrnlers, It wrs also mseful in establishing thit there was residual
reidlcrctivity present in certain foous ¢:d other roterirls. Sioce it 1s
Liks 1y thet the current series of tests has alicl to the cootamira ica
level of t'.ese islancs, it is mcre than ever ir-erztive to contin:e these
re dcal follo . -ur stalies e~ to extend *te s ~ve, to & detajiled exzxing-
ticn of t e olo~ical asrocts of thr-o icla= 3 special attenticn must

;- ociven . Y lo~. TV cLtainad {te o diet.,

7 crdos tc 8RS T 43 w&ss8f. i is prooosed that a tesm of aeilcel
Acllo ier 5.~ U5 Lo ecrt to these ielanis with their req:irc.

TS S PRSI IS technica. assistanc~. The experience of lzct
Voeolitt o, v Wik voo ~ar. i)y provided the LST Pl o5

)

SohLt, 1o toous to request that an 18T azain be assipgned for trarce
roriation amd basin- berinnine 8o tise between the middle of February
i Lno first of iorch, 152, e-. reyuirin- about one month overall fcr
ca.rletion of uissicn, #n .1 rroved to rave many advamtares over otrer
croft, noh tte leest of which was its ability to accert and secure the

Zlatzn =tdelic. .. lrocs ¢ the while by counter con its tank ceck,
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An LST also has sufficient power supplies of the correct type to
operate the whole bedy counter and the x--ay equipment,

The shielded steelroom presently (s stored at Eniwetok, It can be
on-loaded and secured within three to four days. Thus present opera-
tional plans would require that an LST be on 5Station at Eniwetok
about a week before the planned departure to Rongelap. It would
return to Eniwetck approximately 21 dayve .ater and off-load the
steelroom,

If operational considerations warrant, the examination team could board
the LST at any cther designated pcint in this Llsland system and simi-
larly could disembark. At least two techniclans, however, should assist
in the on-loading «of the steelroow and 1ts associated delicate electronics
and accompany this egquipment while it {s :n board.

Assletance from the U. §, Navy {n the accomplishment of the above mission
would be of {mmeasurable value, Accordingly, your approval of the use

of an LST togetter with the followiny inc lental items is respectfully
requested.

1. Participaticn {r the operation by certain na.al personnel, both service
and civilian, Approximately five s:c2 raval personnel should accompany
the team, but a:c vet these men are unlesignated. At least some of the
five will come from those listed in Sched:le A dependent on duties and
commi tments as «f that time., Your geiseral approval of such detached
duties {s recpoctisily requested. SAN BRUNO FRC

2. Tramsportation ta 'MATS for all other perscanel (Schedule 1) cf
the tcam anc¢ cargo from Hawail t» K ajalela or other designned
point cof emi:arkation and return. In addition to the five i(c-iers
of the team listed in paragrarh | abo.e there are conterplated
sonie five sclentists and six technician« from the Brockhaven
National Laberatory, and one scientict each from the Naticnal

Institutes of Health, the valter iee. " e.ical Center, and the
Armed Forces Special Weapons Projec:. Five to ceven civilian
ecologist-scientists from the Universit. ~f Jasninjton complete
the teaz. The total weight vor a.l e . . equlpmgat and pear Is
estimated at ¢ - v and the i+ L0 ¢. tc feet.

3. Transportat:on anc oserthing ot the a.nve ceilical and ecclegical

investigator: or the trip to and from Xor elap and Juring the
period of tie exasinatior  an’ Lleor

L, Assignment - a4 T la 2opreoocote oo 10 *TR transportation
required.
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Se. Air transportation between Xwajalein or cther desigmated exbarimtion
point and Majuro, and return, to transfer three Marshallese (one
medical mractitioner and two interpreters) and to transfer several
members of the msdical team to Majuro for the purpose of exaxining
children which serve as controls for the Rongelap children,

6. Autherization to all Ravel Commands enrcute to provide assistence
and surrort to this tean of scientists as needed,

7. Authorizstion of the Commander of the LST to on-load the steelrcom
&nd other stored material at Fniwetok and subsequently return thea
if that island i8s not designated as the yrincipal station of the
vesssl,

Yaur cooperation in bringing about this blomedical mdssion will be
deerly aprreciated. Foreover, in addition to satisfying the Government's
reeponsibility for the health of the Marshallese, you will be assisting
in studies which hove proven to be of valus to the Department of the
Navy and to the A:Z in alvancing our understending of the nature of
radiation injury axi the delayed effects of radiation,

3incerely yours,
SAN BRUNO FBC
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Tcntetive listin; of perscuncl. Additicuel pe-..mmel are bein3 contected.
~osc listed below heve received informal epprov:l of their respective
Coczmandin; CUficers cr Directors

Ul SI

Fevel Medical Research Inetitute, theséa, Meryland
Lt.Car. I.V. Kin- (MSC) USN, Nevel Linison Officer (not to sccoupany team
Lt. Eorl J. Foir (MC) USKR, fur _eon
Mr. Meynerd Fi-her, Flectiricisn I -fen le?

Tievel Madicel Feteprcn Jnit, Ceirc, E.pt
»
"4111am G. Later, I, ULM. ferv. Ko Technicien

licvel Adr Steticn, Je oksonville, Florida
1. Jeffersor Her uy, 24, UcN. Serv. No. Technicien

Feval Radiolo-ical Defense Leboratory, Gen Francisco, C:lifornie
Mr. Hymen Hechier, Statisticlen
Mr. Y1llie= Muay, Puctogrepher

14+h Nevel Dietr' °© Preventive Medicine U-1*, Perrl Terbor, T.8.

Lt. Jemes F o ap (MC) USHR, Liaisor O0 . iter fur COMAAWSEAFRON
(~e te osocmpeny teem)

tinlter Peed Me i 1 lenter

Colonel f ic .r. .w.Tey, MC, Uih, Cpotheis 118t c
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SCHEDUIE "A" Contd

Marshell Islands, Msjuro
One medicagl practitioner
Two interpreters

University of Washinzton, Seattle, Wushin-tom
Dr. Fdwerd E. Hecld, Leboretory of FRadiation Bicloy
Dr. Allyn 7. Geluour, Laborrtory of Reddeti.a Biology
foproxdartely Tour to slx fCdtiorpe’ s-fentiste cnd/or tecanicians

fram thie lsborntory
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