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CYS Q JOINT TASK FORCE SEVEN /U 7
, APO 187 (HOW) c/o PM
San Francisco, Calif.
J-3/370.05 9 April 1954
SUBJECT: Leports on Evacuation of Natives and Surveys of Several
Marshall Island Atolls : : :
Rt
: Eopiiiie
TO: See Distribution o~ Dy
Wao/za/azzca/ Safery
(>. Servis) . .

1. Reference is made to letter this headquarters, J-3/729.3, subject:
Radiological Surveys of Several liarshall Island atolis, aated 18 March l951+

(Secret, hestricted Data), .

2. Attached herewith for your information and retention are copies of
additional reports and memoranda pertaining to the above reference.

3, In addition to the above material, motion picture and still photo-
graphy was accomplished on varicus phases of the initial pre-evacuation
surveys and on the reception of natives at Kwajalein. Contact black and
white prints of the still photography are being prepared as further material
to document the native evacuation effort. Thesc prints will not be of pro-
fessiopal quality and w:Lll be forwarded primarily to indicate the over-all

‘ photographic coverage. = Distribution will be made approximately 30 April
1954, availability of prints permitting distribution to the following only:
C/S USA (Exhgt), DuA (AEC), DBM (AEC), HICQMTERPACIS, CINCPAC, CINCPACFLI,
ChhiFSWP, COMNAVSTAKWAJ. Additional prints in specific sizes and quality,
and mtlon picture coverage, may be procured in accordance with Annex T to
CJTF SEVEN Operation Order 3-53. Particular attention is invited to para-
graph 2b, Annex T covering Distribution and Control of photographic
materials by the Atomic Energy Commission and the Department of Defense.

CLASSIFICATION CANCELLED
WITH DELETIONS
BY AUTHORITY OF DOE/O 4/ ’YS
(ot A ”‘//WW"/’J(JL/W
REVIEWED BY ]
7—76%;‘_ -~ P. W. CLARKSON
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DISTRIBUTION:
CTG 7.1 (30 cys)
CTG 7.2 (1 cy)
CTG 7.3 (1 cy)
CTG 7.4 (1 cy)
CTG 7.5 (1 cy)
CINCPAC (1 cy)
CINCPACFLT (1 cy)
HICOMTERPACIS (1 cy)
COMBAVSTLK LT (1 cy)
DMA/AEC (1 cy)
DBM/A4EC (1 cy)
Ch 4FSVP (1 cy)
CG FldComd (D.ET) (1 cy)
C/S US4, Exigt (1 cy)
L4ASL H Div (1 cy)
HASL, NYOO (c/o Mgr Opns) (2 cys)
USS RENSHAV (DDE-499) (1 cy)
UsS PHILIP (DIE-498) (1 cy{
USS NICHOLAS (DDE-449) (1 cy)

9 Incls: .
1. Report by CO USS PHILIP, Ser 001,
subj: Evacuation of Rongelap and
Ailinginae Atolls on 3 ilar 54, dtd 5 Mar 54.
2. Report by CO USS F.NSHAli, Ser 038, subj:
Report of Evacuation of Natdves, Utirik atoll,
4 Mar 54, dtd 18 ilar 1954
3. Report by CO USS NICHOLAS, (and 1lst Ind by
CTG 7.3, Ser 0698 dtd 25 Mar 54), basic ltr ser
049, subj: Radsafe Survey 8-11 Mar 54, dtd 20 Mar 54.
4. Report by CO USS NICHOLAS, Ser 054, subj: Report of
Rongelap Survey Trip, 25-26 Mar 54, dtd 28 Mar 54.
5., Memo for CJTF SEVEN, subj: DDE Trip to Rongelap atoll
26 Mar 54, dtd 30 Mar 54.
6. M/R: Miscellaneous Radsafe Surveys of Rongerik.
7. M/R: Kvajalein NYOO Flight ABLE Results.
8, Drinking i.ater Samples (4nalysis Report).
9. Soil Samples (4nalysis Report).
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USS PHILIP (LL& 498)
Core of Fizerv Post Oitice

Sur. Frzacisco, Guiatornac:

DDE4G8: VLM:GlVA: wk
H2-1
Serial: 001

5 Mar 1954

From: Commanding Officer
To: Commender, Task Group 7.3

Subj: Evacuation of Rongelap and Ailinginame Atolls on 3 March 1954;
report of

Ref:  (a) COMTASKGRCUP 7.3 Disp 0208487 of March 1954
(b) COM JTF SEVEN Disp 0212257 of March 1954

Encl: (1) Passenger lists of evacuees from Rongelap and Ailinginae
Atoll
(2) Rediological statistics reported by monitor teams, Rongelg
and Ailinginae Atolls
(3) Location of wster cisterns, Rongelap Islend

l. In compliance with reference (a), the PHILIP got underway from

Bikini at 2148M on 2 March and arrived and anchored off Rongelap Island
in the lagoon at 0730M on 3 March, A PBM-5A (VP-29) aircraft, No, 2085,
piloted by LCDR "ELCH which previously had beer dispatched from Kwajalein
anchored ebout 100 yards off the beach of the same island shortly before
the PHILIP anchored, Prior to anchoring, the PBY, in good radio com-
munication with the PHILIP, made & thorough reconnaissance flight around
the atoll., Also on departure the previous evening, the Commanding
Officer of the PC 1546 offered much valuasble navigationel and general
information which was of great help to the PHILIP,

2, The beach party including the Commanding Officer, Executive Officer,
kadiological Safety Officer and a three man monitoring team proceeded

from the PHILIP in a motor whale-boat to the PBM and picked up Mr, Marion
WILDS, civilian representative of the Civil Administration Unit, Marshalls
Trust Territories of Pacific Islands, and Oscar DeBrum, Marshallese in-
terpreter, The beach was such as to allow an easy close-in landing with-
ocut danger to the boat,

3. The party was met at the beach by John, the Magistrate of Rongelap.
Monitoring of the island commenced immediately, On the basis of initial
readings it appeared obvious that evacuation was definitely in order,
The Commending Officer, U,S.,S. PHILIP presented Mr, Wilds with the gen-
erel picture based on monitoring information, and on being informed that
Commender Joint Task Force SEVEN had stated that the astual evacuation
should be reguested by trust territory officials, Mr., Wilds was vary

‘ emphatic regsrding the need for evacuation, Through the interpreter
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it wes explained that it was to the best interests of the Rongelap
people to leave the atoll and that the FHILIP was there for that
purpose, Mr, 1"ilds was present during all the conversation with
John the Magistrate and was of much assistance as also was LCOR

V. L. MURTHA, Executive Officer of the PHILIP whose Mgjuro Island
Gevernment background proved very helpful in convincing the Mar-
shellese that they should leave,

4, The information that the people would leave Rongelap was passed
very quickly. Each person was asked to bring a small handbag as the
only baggege since the monitors readings indicated a high dosnge on
sleeping mats, palm baskets, and other personal belongings, It is
considered very important that once the accepted leader is established
end identified thet all reguests be made through him without exception,
This procedure expedited the entire operation,

5, It was decided to utilize the PBM %o transport the elderly and the
sick to Kwajalein., John designated sixteen (16) persons and this party
v-3 embarked in the aircraft in sbout an hour and a half after the
perty first landed., These passengers are listed in Enclosurs (1) which
is forwarded herswith, '

8. Fortunately, the Marshallese werc not reluctant to leave the island,
The magistrate expleinsd that the people had been sick and he obviously
dzduczd that gll of the people would soon be provided the necessary
mzdicel care., John was apprehensive about the safety of his boct, =

30 foot sloop., The sloop was towed by the ship's whale boat to a beticr
lee, Two anchors were dropped and the boat appeared to be in good holding
ground,

7. The forty eight (48) remzining Marshallese wers transportesd via two
~hip's whale boats to the PHILIP. Namss of evacuses are listed in
enclosure (1),

8, De-contamination of the Marshallese commenced immediately upon em:
barkation, FRoutes had besen previously established and the de-contamina-
tion teams on station ready to guide the passengers to the de-conteomina-
tion center (aftsr crew's washroom), Clothing was placed in two G.I. czns
aft and after o thorough showsr clean clothes were readily available at
the exit. The craw donated sufficient whitc and dungarcs trousers,
dungaree and "T" shirts without which the de-contamination could not have
been as effective,

"/'..-' III'-—‘ll
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3. "Women end children were billeted in the torpede room and the

msn provided temporary shelter under = canves tarpawlin rigged on the
01 level betyeen the stacks, Cots were aveilable as seats in both
locations, The after officer's hzad and washroom, a short dis-

tance from the torpedo room was designated for use by the women ond
children, The men had the use of the after crew's head and washroom.
The separation of the Marshzllese was mandatory dus to the limited
space available in the torpedo room, 4 continuous 24 hour sentry
watch, all petty officers, was set at both locations to insure privacy
and to assist in any reguests made by the Marshallese,

10, All children were provided milk shortly after de-contanination,
The ¥arshallese went through the regular mess line for mcels and had
the same ration as the crew. The meat course was the least popular,
The mejority of the party asked for more soup, brcad and vegetables,
Hot soup was most in demend, Ice cream weas the notural favorite of
211 the children,

11, The conteminated clothing was washed in the ship's laundry with
= strong soap solution, drisd, pressed and returned within four hours
after the party embarked,

12, 3leeping accommodations, although crowded, were considered adequate,
Twelve (12) cots and two (2) stretchers were set up in the torpcdo room
~nd the remaining deck space covered with kapok life jackets, The men
slept on the fantail under the deck awning, Life jackets proved to be
comfortable pallets and arc exczllent insul ation against warm or damp
dzckss With the above arrangemsnts each person hed 2 slecping space,.

13, The PBV planeCommander reported that he thought he saw some people
or Eniaetok Island (Rongelap Atoll)., A party, including John and Oscar
DzBrum, ths interpreter, landed on this island at 031245M, A thorough
szarch was made but no Marshallese were located, The Nagistrate insured
the search party that he was certain that there werc no persons there
sirce o boet was not necrby, konitor team readings indicatasd an average
of 3,02 Roentgens, with a2 maximum rcading of 3,65 Roentgoens, MNonitor
team staotistics are included in enclosure (2), It was lucky that this
island was not inhabite”?,

14, Six (6) scmplzs of water taken from wells on Rongelap have bcen

forwarded in compliance with reference (b)., Approximzte locations of
wells are indicated in enclosure (3),

——
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15, The ship then proce:ded to Ailinginae Atoll. The Meogistrate
helievad it possible that a party was on Enibuk Island. A party was
1andad, conducted o thorough search but found no onc, The ship re-
rained in the vicinity of Enibuk while the two whale boats procceded
to Sifo Islend, L sloop wns sighted anchored in the lagoon off Sifo
Is1and, The party 1anded and John the Mazistrate once agein expleined
the need for leaving Rongslap. Eighteen (18) Marshallese werc trans-
portaed from tnis island, Both this group, and John, assured the party
that there were no Marshallese on any of the other islands and the
zvacuntior was considured complztod. The sloop was anchored off the
isl2nd in 2 good lee, The same procsdures for handling the 18 evacuecs
from Sifo were followed as describad in the preceeding paragraphs,

15, The PAILIF departed from nilinginee =t 1300k on 3 March and arrivad
1t thz Noval Station Kwajolein at 0830M on 4 March, The Marshallese
wore disembarked during the morning of 4 March and removed to the Kavzl
Dispensary. On arrival, the PHILIP was visited by Commaonder, Navel
Stction, Kwajzlein, and represontatives of Commander Joint Task Force

SEVEN,

17, In spite of the willingness of thc peoople to lzave their homes

there was understandable concern over the safety of the two sloops lcft
bcohind at Rongelap and Sifo. Thosc boots are a community assst for
hauling copra =nd returning the basic food staples, medicines and
clothing during the period that Trust Territory ficld trip ships are

not available, Thsre was = considerable amount of copre in a drying

shed on Eninetok and o smollor amount on Sifo., It was most dishcartening
to the iagistrate to leave the copra behind since he himsclf had preparad
the coprz on Eniazztok last wesk, All livestock, including about onec
hundred chicksns 2nd ten pigs were cbandoncd on Rongelap. Two dogs were
also left or the island, Since the people were not given an cstimate of
the duration of their evacuntion, the concern over the above items will
rno doubt incrense as the ebsence from their homes grows longer,

18, It is reccommended that aircraft periodically ohceck the condition

of the two sloops at Rongelep and Sifo, It is further rccommended that
somz consideration bz given te the transfer of livestock, copra and
personzl belongings on Roncelap, Sifo, Eninctok., There is a possibility
thot these animzls could be of much value for scientifie rescerch,

15, The Marshallese werc exccllent passengers, most cooperative, nsver
dsmanding ond exemplary in conduct, It wns a distinct pleasurc for the
crew of the PHILIP to have been affordsd the opportunity to assist these
gquiet peopls in the evacuntion,

Copy to:
CinCPacFlt
CJTF SEVEKN . . G. W, ALBIN
cTy 7.3.1 ! i————————
CTG 7.1 . 4

37



& 6

o

’

R r oo

A LIST OF MARSHALLESE EVACUATED VIA PBM FRCM RONGELAP ISL/ND
ON 3 MARCH 1954
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A LIST OF MiRSHALLESE EMBARKED ABOARD THE USS PHILIP (DDE 498)
FROM RONGELAP ISL.ND ON 3 MaRCH 1954
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A LIST OF WM. R3HALLTSE EMP. "¥ED ABCARD THE USS PHILIP (DDE 498)
FROI! SIFC ISLAND ON 3 M.ARCH 1954

Page 3 of Enclosure (1)
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RAD SAFE REPORT

(Evecuation and Decontamination of Marshallese Natives)

I, Data:

o T T RE.DINGS (in VR/HR): T Time of
g :Island  :+ " Ave., :  MoxX, : Inhaobited : Readings :
=23 : : : : - :
= O:Ronzelap : 1473 ;1900 s Yos . 0310451
E%EE: : : : : :
o, iEricetok : 3037 . 3650 : No ;031245
= 3 " : " : :
p= H . . . . H
Eé:Er_ibuk : 445 : 550 No . 031545
S Eisiro s 412 480 Yes . 0317151
H . 3 .
< ‘ :

Totzls : & § . e e e - - .- 2 e - - - -

II, DECONTALINATION: (PERSONNEL)
1, Decontaminaztion readings are as follows:

Average Readings

: Before tAfter :

i_}SLAND : Decontomination:Decontamination :.
4{ : Ronzelap : 60 MR/HR : 25 MR/HR :

: Sifo : 40 MR/HR : 15 MR/HR :

NOTE #l, Clothin, was slightly contaminatsd even after do-
contaminating procedures were employzd dus to its
rougch surface nnd prolonged exposure to radiation,
However, maximum rcadings of less than 50 “R/ZR did
not warrant discarding women's clothing due to the
short tims it was to be worm,

NOTE #2, Decontamination uporn leavin: the ship: 20-22 MR/HR.

Enclosure (2)
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USS RNSHAV (DDE~L99)

¢Flect Post Office In Reply Refer o
San Francisco, California DDEL99/LHA: rec
A9
Serial: 038

18 March 1954

From: Commanding Officer, U.S.S. RENSHAW (DDE~499)
To: Commander Task Group SEVEN POINT THREE

Subj: FReport of Evacuation of Natives, Utirik Atoll, 4 March 1954

Fef: (a) CTG 7.3 conf disp 0312202
(b) CTG 7.3 conf disp 0320L0Z

Encl: (1) Informal iarrative of Evacuation of Utirik Island Natives
1. In accordance with reference (b), enclosure (1) is submitted herewitn.

2. 4 limited number of photographs wgre taken of some phases of the evacu-
ation by the ship's official photographer. These are not being processed
and it is later planned to submit prints as a supplement to this report.

3. The four drinking water samples mentioned in enclosure (1) as obtained
from the regular living area, Utirik, were delivered to CJTF 7 on 8 karch
155l via dajor . D. Crea, USa, Staff CJTF 7.

s

: L. He ALFCED
Copy to:
CIU 7.32.1

CW Enclosure (2)

to CTG 7.3 1ltr

INCLOSURE (2) “ Serial 0691
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INFORLAL WARRATIVE OF EVACUATION OF MATIVzS FROM

UTIRIK ATOLL, MARSHALL ISLaALDS

Having received orders at just before dawn on 2 .arch 1ly54, to proceed
to Utirik »toli, tae kenshaw, immediately departed from the patrol arez nortr
of Eniwetok Atoll and set course eastward to pass south of Bikini enroute.
Speed was adjusted to arrive at daylight the next day and the L0O0O mile voyafv
was completed without incident.

licanwhile, new activity wes evident in Renshaw. Charts, sailing direcc-
tions, tidec tables and all possible sources of information on the Atoll were
searched and avidly studied. although the decision that the natives would
be evacuated was not known on board until late in the night of the 3rd, planc
were firmed up for handling the people. Scverzl schemes werc put forward but
the final plan was made with the invaluable knowledge and assistaice of z. K.
Tryba, BliC, USK. Ee had served a tour of duty in trust territories west of
the Marshalls and had experience in evgcuation of natives.

Although the Douglas A. liunro (DE-422) was detailed to assist Renshaw,
her estimated arrival was not until O41330L, hence plans were made for the
possibility of receiving on board Renshaw all the reported 180 natives of
the Atoll.

The approach to the target atoll was made from the westward and north cf
Takz Atoll which is only 4 miles SW of Utirik. It was sighted at about 063CL.
on the moming of 4 iarch and course was set southeastward to pass between
the two atolls., Enroute to the south side of triangular shaped Utirik atoll.
vic passed close to the reef on the western side in order to get a look at
Utirik Passage. There was no thought of entering this channel inasmuch as
Sailing Directions were very definite that no ship larger than a PC should
make the attempt. levertheless, a look was desired to determine if charted
beacons were present (they weren't) and to determine the feasibility of our
bozts entering the lagoon or perhaps even the DE should it be found too dan-
gerous on the south side for the evacuation, Theoretically, it would have
=ven been possible for Renshaw to enter at high tide about 160CH when our
18 ft, dreg aft would clear the channel about 3 ft. if the cherted depths
were correct and if the sun at our backs made the chann:l aid coral heads
visitle, It was reckoned that the thrill of entering this channel for the
C.0. would be about like that of hussian roulette.

Upon rounding the SW tip of the Atoll, course was sct castward to skirt
the reef along th:z southern leg which appeared to offer the best lee from
wind and surf for the evacuation. Fortunately the weather was exceptionally
good with light KE winds and only moderate swells. At 0735i the ship hove
to at about 500 yds just south of Utirik Is., the largest of the Atoll and
on which all the natives werc reported to live, At this time trust terri-
tory officials and interpreters had not arrived nor had an ETA been received.
In view of our directive to commence evacuation at deylight it was decided

Cm “ E{CLOSURD (l)a/ é
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to procecd at once 2s best we could until the trust officicls arrived or
if necessary without them. It was hoped thzt we might find @ missionary,
2 pidgin English native or even a trust representative asnore.

Consequently at about 0740 the gig (26 ft. ILB) was launched and 2
beach party was embarked with the ixecutive Officer, LCDEK V.. k. Ezston, ust,,
ir. charge, He was to try te get ashore as soon as possible, corganize the
natives for evacuation and determine tne bost location and mesns for the
evacuation, Included in this party were tne hadsafe Officer, meniter, hos-
pitelmen, signzlman, etc. =5 soon as this party shoved off, & sccond ¥k
was launched with the Gunnery Officer in cnarge, whe was to scearch along
the reef for a breck or & more favorable spet Ior safe boat handling in the
Gvzecuztion. -

liow, as the boats left the snip, we commenced execution of our plens
for receiving the natives on board., Awnings were rigged on the fantail with
side strips from the deck to the redge ropes., sdditional life lires were
rigced for the safety of children. Fore and aft and vertical accesses to
tre fantzil were closed or roped off and awnings rigged where necessary to
ensure privacy for the natives. The entir: crew's washroom and head aft
(largest on board) were set aside for thc natives and for their decontamin-
ztion inasmuch as this is the ship's moin station for this purpose. an out-
side szlt water shower was rigeed, & rcceptacle wes provided for their clothes
and sufficient clean dungarec shirts, trousers, etc., were rziscd by an
appcal to the crew, to thus clothe all the natives. a pig-pen woas fashioncd
by closing off access to a 3" gun tub. We planned to tether chickens to
life lines on the 0l deck and let the dogs roem free amongst the populace.

leanwhile, the Executive Officer and party approached the south snors
of the island at a point about 1500 yds west of the eastem tip. The island
hnere and c<lsewnere has & continuous outer perimeter of table recfs extending
some LO yds out into the water over which the waves produced a surf of mwdium
size and presented considerable smzll boat hezard., Having selected 2 point
where the surf was slight and z2ppearecd to offer the best spot, the mxecutive
Officer commerced paddling ashore in a small, one-man rubber raft (we kept
it after picking up a beiled-out jet pilot last fall), which had a line
attacred to it from the boat. after soie prougress towaras the beach he
appeared to experience aifficulty witu the surf and some unseen force resulting
in no progress. Considerable humor and some consem were evoked at sight of
the Executive Officer furiously paddling, cech strcke wnirling the raft 180°
around but meking no progress., It was later determined thet the line from
boat to the raft had fouled in the coral, sccurcly anchoring him te seaward,
Ey this timc a few of the natives had appearcd and some of them swam out erd
helped him ashore amidst friendly greetings,

at 2bout this time, Navy JRF 912 seaplane arrived from Kwajalein, landwd
in the westsm part of the lagoon and commenced taxiing eastward towards

¢ —
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Utirik Is. &fter establisning radio communications witn tie plane and as-
certaining thc number of passengers, the Ixccutive Officer wes directcod to
cross over to the lagoon side and usc the rubber raft or any means to land
the planc passcngers. With the friendly help of the cooperative natives,
the X.0. with the rubber raft, set out in an outrigger canoe towards the
scaplane in the lagoon. But just as hc approachcd the planc it texiied zway
apparently not distinguishing him among ths netives. It had becn sugrested
to the plane thet if he had difficulty landing pesscngers in the lzgoon, he
might try landing outside thc legoon near the ship. Upon hearing this
suggestion, the planc took off immediately and zfter onc try, 2 tremendous
bounce, another circle and approach, landed ncar the ship about 03151

Meanwhilc, the gig having disembarked the Exccutive Officer was in-
structed by him to procced castward about 500 yerds to 2 small cove wher:
the nativses said landings coulc te made with morc ease and safcty, This
was done but calling it a cove is a misuse of the term. Lase and safcity
did not secm to it the situation either but it did appear less dangesrous.
By using the ancnor to scaward the gig was slowly worked up to the reef
edge where the Fadsafe Officcr and his team disembarked and waded ashors
to the same friendly welcome, handshzkes and "Good Morning" from every nativ.
large and small. During this time the Executive Ofiicer had returned to tne
beach from the lagoon and his try at rgceiving tne plane passengers and ad-
vised the native chief to prepere nis people for evacuation. Som: of the
natives who seccmed to understand and spoke some broken English wcre of great
assistance in this., &t this time the ship was advised by the X.0., of the
necessity for evacuation on southern and seaward sidc of Utirik Island and
thet native boats would be of no practiceal assistance. The Gunnery Officer
in the LWB, after searching for several miles along the south leg of tre
atoll, reported there were no breaks in the reef nor landing places of zny

xind,
3 After the gig had disembarked the remainder of the beach party, it was
‘® retumed to the ship naving lost its anchor in leaving the reef. It arrived

in the vicinity of thc ship just in time to meet the planc and take aboard
its passangcrs. They consisted of Marshall Island Trust Territory repre-
sentative, llershall Island interpreter, and two public relations civilians
attached to staff, CJIF 7. after a bricf consultation on boerd ard pro-
curement of anothcr boat anchor, the gig was apain dispatched to the boach,
meeting the VB enroute and receiving from it a radioman with a portable
SCE-30C radio wnich greatly facilitated the operation. This party was mct
by the fxecutive Officer and tne group then scet ot for the village., The
seaplane departed shortly for Kwajalein.
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Vhile this was going on the Radsafe Officer and his team were making
their survey with radiac instruments AN/FDR-27E. The first readings taken
wore on the seaward side of the islend where intensities of 110 mr (with
and without beta shield) were found. Readings of 120-130 mr (with and with-
out shicld) were indicated along the foot path connecting the scaward side
of the island to the village on the lagoon side. Upon arrival at the villege,
several natives were monitored with the following readings common to all; over
all body 100 mr (with and without shield), hands 100 mr (with and without
srield), gonads 105 mr with shield and 110 mr without shield, feet 115 mr
with shield and 120 mr without shield. Since the readings in the air over
the entire middle section of the island was 100 mr, it is believed that the
100 mr readings stated in this report were due to background intensity effects.

Other items monitored in the village and their intensities were; thatched
roofs 125 mr with shield, 130 mr without shield, 4 water samples from wells
100 mr with and without shield, a2ll food with exception of coconuts 100 mr
with ardwithout shicid, coconuts in tneir various forms of preparation ranged
from 130-150 without shield, fish cleaning table 124 mr with shield, 130 mr
without shield., A short ficld trip was made into the undergrowth and grass
zreas surrounding the village where readings of 160 mr with shield, 170 mr
without shield, were found close to the ground, indicating concentrated and
trapped contaminating particles, The monitor made his way via projecting
ccrel pisces some 10 yards into the lagoon where the water gave a 50 mr read-
ing with and without the shield. The hospitalmen was zzsigned the task of
collecting water szmples and succecded in obtaining 4 samples of drinking
water from L of the most commonly used cistern reservoirs in the village. It
is believed that the very low contamination cf the water was due to the
rocfs over each reservoir,

Upor: arriving at the village the Zxecutive Officer with Trust Territory
f; official again informed the natives through the interpreter of the necessity
fer evacuation. The interpreter was asked not to scare the natives or unduly
rush them. Nevertheless, he had the floor and after a2 few words, the natives
rvally moved though it is not believed he shook them up too badly. It was
carefully expleained that we would take along their pigs, chickens, dogs, boats
or anything we could load. But after a conference with the Trust official
in which the degree of contamination, decay and ultimate return of the natives
wsre discussed, it was decided, on recommendation of the official, to leave
the livestock and boats behind. The natives agreed to this and zfter being
reassured that their possessions end animals would be safe until their retum,
began streaming toward the evacuation beach. Possessions taken along rarely
exceeded two bundles each, and one of which was usually a woven bedding mat.

. L ENCLOSUEE (1)

Copled/DOE
LANL, J-Div.



a

<

SRR
g

At this timec, zbout 1015k, the ship was advised by the X.0. that the
evacuation would commence about 1100 and a life raft was recquested for
use in shuttling the natives over the reef and through the surf to the
boats standing off about 50 yards. At approximately 1OLCK the boat arrived
with the raft and the evacuation commenced at 1050. By this timc the ma-
jority of the natives were gathered on the beach and ready to go. Women,
children and old people were shuttled out to the boats first, with their
possessions, followed by the men, Huch cooperaticn and assistance were
realized from the able native men whose alertness, willingness and ability
to swim proved invaluable during the evacuation and reduced the number of
ship's personnel required. st about 1200 the evacuation was about half
completed but the wind was freshening, the tide was flooding and the surf
was kicking up. The operation became increasingly hazardous and two raft
loads of evacuees were very nearly upset in the surf. The corzl was chew-
ing up the suspension ropes and lattice work of the raft and in a radio
consultation between the X.0. and C.0., serious consideration was given
to ceasing thre operation and trying again from the lagoon side. Since
this would delay the operation several hours and also was fraught with
danger as already indicated, and sihce we could see the end in sight, it
was decided to continue. Xiost of the women, children and aged were al-
ready gone and no one had been hurt other than a few coral cuts. 4another
reft was dispatched and the pace was stepped up, though less people were
loaded on each raft and extreme care was exercised.

Ten !WB loads of about 15 pecple each were reguired to complete the
evecusation of the 154 natives. 1the last raft load left the beach at about
12450 leaving as forlom & set of dogs as you have ever seen. at 12510 all
the natives were on board and none toc soon because the wind and surf con-
tinued to increase. The native chief named Compass, has been repeatedly

( asked how many natives were on the atoll and if we had them all. He was
insistent that zll were on Utirik Island, none were on other islands of trc
atcll, and none were on Taka Atoll, 4 - 5 miles away. He first said there
were 161 natives present and proudly brought out a card index file to preve
it. Cereful questioning however indicated that at least two infants had
died 2 dzy or two bzfore and that the old boy didn't have this PALI records
up to date, The next figure we got was 157 but further questioning indi-
cated he was counting two or three imminent but as yet unbom babies. Tre
last figure of 154 was arrived at after a count on board and was concurred
in by the chief and Trust official., =~ breakdown was as follows: men 47,
womer 55, children under 16, boys and girls, 26 each.

At about 1300k when rafts were secured and becats were hoisted, course
was set for Kwzjzlein to arrive et dawn on the 5th, At about 1345k we met
tne D.a. Munro (DE-422) coming up from Kwajalein to assist us but there
was nothing further for her to do but fall in astern and return to Kwajalcin.
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It did not secm prudent to further move the natives around by dividing trem
up between the two ships, inasmuch as no great overcrowding was evident.
The iunro had & medical officer on board and offered his services which
fortunately were not necded. It was comforting to know he was availatle
howsver, shculd any of the pregnant women fall due and payable while on
beoard.

Reception and handling of the natives on board worked out fairly well
and generally as was expected. Each one was monitored as they came on board
and readings were around 7 mr/hr which was substantially lower than the
average of 20 mr/hr readings on the beach. This indicated that wading out
to the rafts had helped quite a bit in reducing presence of fall-out ma-
terial on fect and clothing. Some of the children were routed through tnc
showers as soon as they came on board. But it was decided to feed 2ll of
them before starting decontamination of adults. Serving lines were set up
on the fantail using regular steam table trays of food and giving the natives
paper plates, cups, etc, They didn't eat very well, perhaps from the ex-
citement or meybe they just don't like meat loaf., They did better on the
bread, mashed potatocs and oranges.

After lunch the Trust Territory official made some suggestions for
changing and improving our facilities which included careful partitioning
and segregation of thc women's side of the head and washrocms. he explained
that under conditions of excitement and strange surroundings the women are
extremely modest. Then commenced decontaminetion measures and considerable
resistence was encountered. Eut by prodding and cajoling we maneged to
get all about 10% of them through the showers., These were the aged, infirm
and sick. With no readings higher than 7 mr/hr it was decided not prudent
to force the old people in tnc showers. Next the problem of clothing arosec.
Yi¢ had sufficient clean dungarces for them 2ll and planned to run ell their
clothes through the laundry and give them back to put on before leaving tne
ship. But here again stiff resistence was encountered. We tried but they
couldn't seem to understand taking their clotnes away and the women wanted
no part of the dungarees. Clothes were monitored and since they averaged
only about 3-4 mr/hr it was decided that tre situation did not call for such
drzstic measures. All of these matters were discussed with the Trust Terri-
tory official, and decisions were concurred in or made on his reccmmen-
dations., Careful observation of the natives and questioning of the inter-
preter as to their mood, excitement and general morale convinced us thet
forcing them to give up their clothes would really shake them up.

By late afternoon they were settled down on their mats and generally
quiet except for the kids, some of whom took several showers., They were
bright-eyed and cute as could be. Some few of the women, as is their wont,
talked quietly but steadily all aftermoon from the time they came aboara.
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Vie fixed up 2 fine supper for them of boiled fish and rice with tomeatoes

and lima beans mixed in. By this time they hzd gotten used to their sur-
roundirgs, had recovered their composure and their appetites. They really
stowed away the chow. This wes feollowed by ice cream and cookies, hcavily
swecetened grape ade and some bright colored hard cendy we had left over
from last Christmas. The men were given cigarettes and all scemed contented
and happy. Finally, we showed them 2 movie and there wzs not the slightest
rezction of any kind from any of them the whole time., It should be re-
membered that most of these netives had never been off the 2tcll znd as far

as is known had never seen 2 movie.

The night was passed without incident and they seemed to rest well on
trheir straw mats. The wcather continued good 2nd since we were proceeding
downwind at a speed of only 1l knots there wzs practically no motion of tne
ship. kext moming they ate and scemed to enjoy a2 big breakfast of hot
cakes, bacon, bread and jam. After consideratle rubber necking 2s we en-
tered Kwajalein harbor and during the process of mooring to the pier, the
natives were disembarked at abocut 050900k to waiting buses in custody of
ComiavStaKwaj. s they went over the® side one could not help but observe
and admire the innate dignity of these simple human beings and their naive
but forthright and optimistic attitude towards life, These seemed tc be
expressed in a conversation with the native chief through the interprester.
The chief was asked what they had seen and he replied with gesturcs
indiczting 2 large explosion. He was then asked what they thought of it
end his reply was not the negative one as might be expected thet the werld
w2s coming to an end, but, "The world, we think sh¢ etart over again,"
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U. S. S. NICHOLAS (DDZ-LL9) DDi4LG/mw
‘k c/o Fleet Post Office p22
San Francisco, California Ser: 054
28 Yarch 1954

oG

From: Commanding Officer
To: Commzndsr Task Group 7.3

Subj: Rongslap Survey Trip 25 - 26 March 1954; report of

1. The USS NICHOLAS (DLE-LLS) departed BIKINI Atoll at 190CM, 25 liarch
1954 for RONGELAP Atoll in accordance with Commander Joint Task Forcs SzVill
2311317 and Commander Task Group 7.3 232323Z of kerch 1554. The following
personnsl from Task Group 7.1 were on board:

Dr. Laurzan R. Dcnaldson

Ir., Thomas L. Shipman

Ir. idward . Hzld

Lr, rRalph F. Palumbo

Ir. Paul R. Olson

Ur. Thomas N. Vhite

Mr. #illiam W. nobbins

Mr. Pascuale R. Schiavons
Major Charles k. Barnes, USaF

2. Ths ship errived off the South Entrance, RINGELAP Atoll at 260100M and
put a whale boat in the water at 26C630M to mzet the plans arriving from
Kwe jelein with Dr. Dond's party.

3. The ship then procesded to Northsast Pass, RONGILAP itoll, entzrzd and
arichored. Dr. Donaldson and his party departed thes ship at 0830L.

L. -The plane from Kwajalsin arrived off RONCELAP at O0905M, was met by the
whalsboat. Dr. Bond, ¥r. Marion Wilds, three Public Hszalth Service Officars,
thrze Natives and miscellanzous equipment was transported to ths beach. Ths
plan: was guided to an anchorags about two hundred (20C) yards off shore
from the village where it was anchored. '

a, Personnzl from the NICHOLAS assisted Dr. pond to accomplish the
following: Capture five young pigs and onc sow; capturs five chickens;
obtain soil, fruit and vegstation samples. One boar was killsd and an au-
torcsy was parformed on the spot. Ths animals and other samples were placsd
in cagss and transportsd to the plans. Dr. Bonds party departed RONGZLAF
at 1300}, 26 March 1954. The whaleboat then departzd RONGZILAF Island and
proceeded ->rth to-rzjoin the ship, stopping at BUSCH and iNI.ITOK Island
to mzasurc radicactive intensity. Ons member of RadSurvsy Tzem accompanizd
this boat to condict RadSurvey on Southeastern Islands. Dr. Lonaldson's
party worked in the Northeast part of RONGALAF Atoll, collescting fish, soil,
birds, invertebratzss, algaz and vegstetion samples. Ons member of RadSurve;
Tcam accompanied this this party to conduct RadSurvey of Northern Islands.
It was not possible to collsct rats, as desired, duz to thes unsxpected de-
parturs of the ship &s dirscted by Commandsr Task Group 7.3 2602177 of March
1954.
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5. Dr, 3ond DxnreSCad the opirien thot hic micsion had bzor accomp-
lishsd to his satisfaction, Dre. DJoncldson stotod that his miscion h-s
neen accomplished s~tisfactor’ly, Ir, liarion .'ilds, Trust Territory
Tepresentative reguectzd that the bo~ 132118 be bsachzd when-
ever prrcticable, .11 bozts atl ROLGILL ovz bzen boached by 1ICHCLLS.

6. Prior to the ships deprrturs, thr.e P”-176/PRC10 rediosg wors ob-
t-oined by ir, F. Schisvonme from T2tk Unit 7,1, These rndlos were very
tisfretory and far supcricr to the 30-611-F usad orn the last trip.

57
It is recorrended thet this tyre radio be uscd by ships on futurc trips
if they are required to operate smnll bozts - long distonmes from the
shir, Xoception wns exccllont at twenty (2C) miles,
7. The ships departure from ROTGELE “toll vwas ds layv d until 26213C.
bocouse the motor whrleboot experisnced 2 fucl pump feilurc on returning
from ¥ 323ILLE Islond, whore tncy were COl;«Cul“S rot trops.
L

®, The ship rejoincd Task Group 7,3 off 3IKINI itoll «t 27013CL,

J. Co SLIOT
Copy to:
SIUJSIVTUSKEEORCE 3IVEH
CoUsoATII5DIV TELVD
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JOINT TaSK FORC» SzVal
ThSK GROUP 7.3
LFO 127 (HO7), c/o Postroster
S:n Fr.ncisco, C.iarorme

Cormander, Task Group 7.3
o Comr-nder in Chief, F-ocific
Cormender, Joint T~sk Force SZVII

EndSafe Survey 8-11 liarch 1954

1. TForwarded as = matter of information,

2. The recomuendeotion
will be considered c-refully if additional surveys of this type

gquirsd,
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of the Cormanding Officer, USS IIICHCLLS (DDE-123),

H, Co DRUTOE

3DIV 12 (without b-sic)
L.5 (DDI-%49) (without bosic)
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Fleet Post Office P22
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From: Commanding Officer
To: Commmder Tnask CGroup 7,3

Subj: Kedszfz Survey 8-11 liarch 195z

1, The Task Group 7.1 survey party and ir, Horion Wilds, trust Territory
representative, arrived Ronzelep ot 07451, 8 Merch =nd bosrded NICHOL.S
shortly thers-~fter., ‘Torking parties, as indicoted in Commander Joint Task
Force 3IVED dispntch 060400Z, were made availsble to 2r, Scoville's party.
Or. Scoville informed the Commanding Officer that =1l reports of garmia
irtensitites and other scientific data would be reported only to Command
Joint Tnsk Force 3IVCY. He specificelly rejuested thot no other commmnd
be mede informotion addressez, Dcily dispntehes indicsting results of
E2dSaf. survey on each atoll, orijinated by Dr, Scoville, were addressed
accordinzly, On debarking =t Zniwetok at 0£30, 12 llarch Dr. Scovillat's
party tronsported nll earth and woter samples to Parry Island,

By > . . A . . ar - . Y
2., The followin: islands, in stolls, were visited, Iir, ilds accompnnicd
working partiss nshore or 2ll ex-irh-bitatzd islands where native proverty
wns secured as directcd by him.

2. Rornjelap stoll; 8 and 11 llnrch 125+

(1) Rongelap Island:

(2) Iiative houses wers clossd up oxd property left in the
spern, thnt could be ruined by wenthér, waes moved inside,

(b) One dog and three cots were killed as possible mencoce
to livestock,

(¢) One thirty foot sziling schooncr was benched nbove high
r merk and filled with sea water, liasts were unshipped ond placed in
ed nlong with scils,

vate
£ sh

(d) Two sacks of rice snd five sacks of flour were opencd and
vl~ced outside as feed for pigs and chickens,

(e) Bucksts, p-ns and large clam shells werc placed under
e~vas of houses to provide drinking water for livestock.

M
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(£) 211 1ivestock eppecred to be in good condition. It ic
belisved thet sufficient water will be cvailable -lthough - shortazs of
food is expected to develop in the near futurec,

(g) Vater wnd soil samplus were token os dirccted by Tosk
Group 7.1 personnel and intensity levels wers taken.

(2) The islands listed in sub-paragzraph (3) through (15) are
~11 uninh-bitated except for pnrtics of natives thot go from Rongelep to
rske coprn, collsct sen birds and fish, Therc wos no native propsrty
fourd, Irntensity lsvels were taken by Task Group 7.1 prrsonnél,

(3) Znircn Islonde

7]

(£) .rbar Isl-nd,
(5) Busch Island.
(6) Enialo Islend,
(7) Zniaetok Isl-nd.
(8) inidjet Islmd.
(9) X-belle Isloxnd.
(10) Zriirip-u Island,
(11) Lukuen Isl-nd.
‘ (12) Gejer Isl-nd,
(13) Lomurilal Islond,
(14) serik Isl-nd,
(15) Timen Isl-nd,
v, Utirik Stoll; 9 M-rch 1954
(1) Itirik Isl=and:

(~) Three canoss were beachcd above high water morke

[ JEpe—— g 2
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ir. the weather,

(¢)

old p-ns, buckets -nd large clam shells undur eav

(d)
(e)

s wers closed up ngninst wenther and propurty left
be spoiled, was moved inside,

“tater cotchments were provided fer 1ivzstock by placing
<z of hous<se

Six dogs were killed to protect livsstock,

S11 livwstock arpe-red te be in zood condition,

(f)

«
b

“iaqtor and soil somples were obtlain
levels takin.
(2) son Isl-xd:

(=)

Uninhebitoted - intensity lz=vels takene

c. Bik-r .itoll; ¢ li-rch 1954
(1) 3ikar Isloxnd: .
(o) Urirhchitatsd - intensity levels taken.
d., Ronzsrik . toll; 10 ilarch 1964

(1) Enivetck Islond:

\

(=) .ir Forcs personnel were l1adcd clong with o ship's
workins party. Spoilsd meat and cther consumables wers dump:d in the see.
Eouipment was tosted ~nd securcd ag=inst the weother 25 dircctsd by J1r

Forcs psrscnnel,

(b) Toter art scil snmplos were obtained and intensity

(2) The islmnds listed ir
irhabitotzd, Intsnsity levels, only,

sub-prrazroph (3) through (8)
were token,

(3) Rongerik Island,

(4) Mortlock Island,

(5) L=ztodback Island,

(6)

Sock Islend,

S



stoll; 10 Yareh 1954
(1) sifo Islmna:

() ative property, left by people who wire vicitin: fror
Rongelap Isl-nd, was protectod ogoinst the weathor, 411 clothing, tozsls,

etc, were placed inside ~ canvas sheltsr on top of driszd p-lm fronds, =
covered with ~dditioncl carvnas,

(v) . thirty foot °~1’1hh schocnor WS T
1 : rlJut"ﬂkh Izland, Theo boat w-n an
ths evaat that it should sink, 3eaching wos inproce
limitzd time availcodle,

room
¥

(2) ZIribuk Isl-nd:
(=) DNetive property sccured, intonsity lovcls takon,
(3) 3okonikairu Island:
-
(~) Urinhobitated - intensity levsls toker,
3, Novigatior and gincrel information:
Navigot 4 1 £ tion

a, ~ Bongclep. Ltoll:

(1) ZIntrasce can be made guite rundily through Scuth Pass end .orin
z~ct Fass, Vost Pncs shows quite plainly, howevir, no was attero
bocnuse sourdings are not ~degquate, Havigationol fixes, wusing tonzinte wors
zoods The Im-ll Boat Pr33z 2 in thc liorthwzst part of <he ~toll is difficul*

ho! ro

us when heavy swells are runninz.

(2) Landinzs can bz readily made on all 1312: i3 by motor whalebo:t.
Or. most of the isl-nds the deach zradient wne guite steep, prrmitting easy
beaching of boots .. sharp lookout should b2 h"1~taln:£ a2t 211 timos for
corzl hoods ond dark, yellow, or dork green, witer snould bo avoidsd,

be Bikaor [ toll:

(1) Bikar Island Faossace is very difficult to find ond passage
through the leagoorn is difficult even for a small boats & l-nding was
r~de with very little difficulty in the lce of 3ikar Isl-nd at low tide,
It w-s found ~dvissble to put the bow of thc boat agninst the reef, which
ris.s stesply ot low tidz, =nd let the party wade ashore, The woter is
orly knec desep at this p.riod of the tide. Backwash from the reel should
be corefully watched,

P
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(2) Tns island ~na surroundin- .cter tezns witn fisn, turtles
211 8ue Dirds.

c. Ron<eran Atoll:

(1) Tnz shap @ia ot stteTpt russt 2 1nto th2 2toll psCsuse of
Lns poor navagational aids available., It 1s balisvea taat o Spzilo. arelt
VeSscl SNOuLu sAberisncs Vely iiiltle ddirsiCualy in weking peSsSaps.

(¢) Smeil Boatin: 1s rourch, DU nO% 3IGL: Srous. LXtrers cere
soulc bes exercised when approaching Bock Isl-nd &as r..ny coral heads «re
yresant cnu the watsr is very shallow.

d. Aillanjincz Atold:

(1) Only srail bo.t :niry .as aaaz., A shallo: drait vessel should
havs very little difficulty making entry. Navigational cuts were very poor.

(2) Small boating was rough but not dangerous.
e. Utirix Atoll:

(1) The four beacons shown on HO chart 6023 have been replaced
by two black buoys. It is understood that the Trust Territory AL makes rég-
ular entry into Utirik Atoll through Utirik Passage. The bsacons on and
around Utirik Island are missing.

(2) Small boating is not difficult, but a sharp watch should be
maintained for coral heads.

L. Recommendations and Summary:

a. Survey of these atclls from a DD3 type veszel is somewhat inafficient
in that Rongslap is thez only atoll, of the five visitsd, that can be entersd
and navigated safely, thus limiting the number of islands thszt can be coversd
in a given time. Boat handling operations ocutsids the atolls were difficult
dus to hsavy swells. "ith the forces available, it is belisved that thz use
of a DIE is ths most practicable solution for similar missions. For opsrations
subszcuent to "CaSTLI", it is recommended that a smaller class ship of shallow
draft be used. This would permit entry into most lagoons shortzning boat runs,
in soms caszs twanty miles.

LANL, J3-Div.
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b. Make boat entry into windward part of lagoon wherever possibls.
This psrmits boats to run down wind, speeding the opsration and hslping to
k=ep instruments dry.

c. Haintain radio communication with boats. In this respsct, this
command us<d SCR 536 which were the only battzry typs radios available.
Communications were fair. It is recommended that an SCR 608 or similar
small bettery radio with at least a thirty miles range be used if possibls.

d. It was found advisablz to provide thes boats with ovarlays of the
atolls showing magnetic compass courses betwzen islands and pass:s.

e. Provide boats with food, water, binoculars and rifles. The last
for protsction against sharks in casz a men falls over board.

f. Ussz stern anchor when beaching to prevent broaching. Lo not let
boat remein on beach, but haul out and await return of party,

g. Besach in the lse of island %hensver possibls.

h. It was found impossible to cover &ll of the islands in zach atoll in
the time allo tted. Rough weather and long boat runs between islands in a-
tolls slowsd up operations. Task Group 7.1 scientific psrsonncl dzsignated
the islands thzy desired to survey and landings were made on all sc dssignats:.

i. “orking parties werz kept firmly in hand. Zach working perty wzs -
rzouired to remein in sight of a commissioned officer and Yr. Wilas. As
far as could be determinsd, no native propesrty was molested or pilfercd.

%[ jo It is sstimated that the meximum accumulative dosage recsived by any

onz psrson in the partiss was 2.5R., Film badgss, worn by all personnsl asher
or in the boats, have been forwarded to ths U.S.S. BAIROKD for daveloping.

/s/J. C. ZLIOT
J. C. ELIOT

Copy to:
CO CoRTDZSTIV 12
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M2MORANDU! FOR: CJTF SiViN

30 March 1954
SUBJSCT: DDZ Trir to Rongelep atoll, 26 March 1954

1. Rzfzrznce JTF 3iV3IN DTG 2302207 March 1954, Purpos:z of subjzct
trip, conductzd by USS NICHCL. S (LDI 4LLY) was to:

2, Beach small boats belonging to Rongzlap Marshallssz.
b. Conduct radsafc re-survey of fongelap.

c. Collsct approximately 500 pounds contaminzted top soil re-
questzd by ~zC Division of Biology and wcdicine.

d. Collcct samples of iarine 1ifz and vsgestation.
¢, Collect domzstic animals remaining at Rongzlap villacs.

2. Ths undersignzd acted as JTF SzVEN and TG 7.1 representative
and was responsiblc for sxccution of*lb and le. Since the NICHOL-S will
meKe en ovarzll report, and detailsd reports on 1ld and le will bs mads
by ths projsct officers concernzd, the details in this report ars con-
fined to ib and lec.

3. It is notsd that the scops of activitics lb and ld wes mors
limit<¢ than had originally b-en plennsd. 4s will be clear from ths re-
port of ths NICHCL-S, trnis wes because 26 harch becams R-1 after the wors
startzd., Thanks meinly to ths excellent planning and management of Cept.
Joszph Eliot and ixscutive QOuficer Cliiford Frink, much mors was &ccom-
rlishzd than might rzzsonzbly havs besn expscted under thess circumstzncss,
lc and 1z wsre accomplished eéssentislly as planned, but la had to bs
omitted.

L. Ths radsafs re-survsy was conducted by Mr. P.R. Schiavonz of TG
7.1, TU-7, using two racently calibrat=d AN/PDR-39 instrumsnts. Readings
on Rongelap Island wers taken during the morning and on ths oth.r islands
during the aft:rnoon of 26 llerch.

Island mr/hr

Ronrzlap 4O at ©230C at stzandard position cstab-
lished by Scoville Survszy

Boszh 50 South =nd

Enlactok 90

Labardj 200

Kabslle 500

ENCLOSURZ (5)

L, _ ) ‘ é;i
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rn Ronzelap Island, the readings in the huts appeared to be 10%-15%

€35 than outside, Inside the huts the readings at ground laovel were
bout 70% of those nt he~d level., Readings over gravel arescs ond

e~r the ciszterns wsre abeout 30 m:/hr; inside the cisterns, <bout 10-185
mr/hr.

[ ]

o
-

5., The top soil s-~mple w-~s obtainzd from LAi3IRDJ Islmand o smnll
izlend well coversd with bushee -nd zrass, but without palm trses. It
nad been plannsd Yo get the sample from K.3ELLE, but this could rot be
done without interfering with the fish and vegstation collection,

6, Special mention should be made of the work of lire PuZe Schi~vons,
who did on excellexnt job of gettins supplies and equipment not zvailable

or. the JICACL.S, as w21l as conducting the rad-scofce survey.

s/ T. shite
v/ T, HIT.
H Division, LASL

\ 2

O
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EMORANDUL FOR REC!,!:: i i

SUBJECT: Miscellanecus Radsafe Surveys of Rongerik (surveys conducted

by CIG 74)

RONGERIK

17 March, 1200 VIKE

Living Area Readings:

Mess hall interior 40 - 100
Hospital interior 5C— 75
Walk from hospital to mess 100 - 110
Store rosm (behind mess) 50 -« 55
Txterior store room tent 10C - 150
General Area exterior 100 - 150

ieather Station Site Readings:

Exterior areas local 125 - 150
Interior all tents 50
Interior building . 50

Army Site Readings:

Gernieral area 140
Interior tents 70
adjacent to traller 160

- 160
75

- 190
- 80
- 180

19 March, 1100 = 1220 iTIKE

Landing on beach 42
Living area . 60
Inside mess hall 22
Inside dispensary 26
Inside barracks 23
25E end of island (Rawinsonde) 47
Alorng road tc Rawinsende area L0 = 42 - 40
Inside weather building 23
7ork area outside buildin 60
Army area (around trailer% 40
Inside foilage area 40
Inside tent i9

19 March OC MIK:
. Inside weather building 21

Living area Still 60
Inside barracks 23
Inside dispensary 25

1

mr/kr
mr/hLr
mr/hr
mr/hr
mr/hr
mr/hr
mr/hr
nr/hr
mr/hr
mr/hr
mr/hr
mr/hr

mr/hr
mr/hr
nr/hr
ar/hr

mr/hr
mr/hr
mr/hr
mr/hr
or/hr
nr/hr

nr/hr
mr/hr
ar/hr

mr/hr
ar/hr
mr/hr

el 6 AR TP

Laist
haist
saist
l.ailst
«alst
aist

Yaist
“aist
waist

aist
“,aist
::aist

waist
uaist
aist
waist
Laist
waist
waist
uaist
Viaist
«alst
waist
«aist

.alst
baist
aist
V.aist

level
level
level
level
level
level

le&el
level
level

level
level
level

level
level
level
level
level
level
level
level
level
level
level
level

level
level
level
level

CG¢



RONGERIK COL'T

26 March, 1500 MIKE

Army Site _ Out 42 mr/hr Vaist Level
In 20 mr/hr Vaist Level
L.eather Site Out LO mr/hr ~ Waist Level
In 18 mr/hr Waist Level
Living Site Out 35 mr/hr V.aist Level
' In 15 ar/hr waist Level
ARMY ARE: (Location of samples taken) OC Al
Trailer ‘\““3

[4 b hd

|

t
) -Marked by pile of rocks

x )

P
Tent

{ "} Horseshoe Pits (ff}

LIVING AREA (Location of samples tzken)

7
B f . ’
. Mess ! ,§)
\ i «
‘ ! ! -Dispensary
Marked by
wooden crate  ———
- TN\ —_ - m— —
/)( ‘ Barr.
t ,J’
— R _
~TBarr.
- L - 2 e

Copled/DOE
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Shelter
/’.

/

1

H
¢

Tent
S
‘ -Building
|
3 |
]
- T~
///'\" -
AR
Instrument Case

(s/t R. A. House
k. A. HOUSz
Lt Col., USAF
Ch. Tech Br, J-3
JIF SEVEN

e
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MEMORANDUL. FOR RECOERD:

SUBJECT: Kwajalein-NYOO Flight ABLE Results

1. NYOO-Kwajalein Flight Able, consists of an aerial survey atb
approximately 200 feet altitude over the following atolls nortn of Kwazj-
alein: Lae, Ujae, Wotho, Bikini, Ailinginae, Rongelap, hongerik, Taongi,
Bikar,.Utirik, Teka, Ailuk, Jemo and Likiep. The aircraft are equipped
with scintameters which are sensitive gamme radiation measuring instru-

ments with a wide range, designed to measure ground contamination from
altitudes of 200 to 500 feet.

2. Following hwwucu snot at 2618252 harch 1954, Flight Able was
flown on the following dates with results indicated: (In mr/ar ground -
contaminaticn )

Island (Atoll) 271900Z to 2803172 302030Z to 3102082
Lae (Lae) : C o)
Ujae (Ujae) «0 . 0.2
Wwotho (votho) 0 1.7
Enibuk (silinginee) 6 26
Fongelap (Rengelap) 28 78
Fongerik (Rongerik) 36 58
Sybilla (Taongi) 1.0 0.4
Bikar (Bikar) 0.1 15
Utirik (Utirik) — 7
Taka (Tzka) 8 7
Kapen (ailuk) 1.6 2.4
Jemo (Jemo) 0.8 2.4
Likiep (Likiep) 0.4 1.0

(s/t) R. h. HOUSE
Lt Col., USAF
ChTechOpns Br, J-3
JTF SEVEN

INCLOSURE 7
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SAVPLE COLL-CTION
M. DTS
Wi 6 March
w2 6 March
N3 6 karch
Wk 7 March
N5-8 4 March
Wil 5 March
Wle 6 March
W13 € March
w9 6 March
‘ W0 7 March
Wil 3 Merch
w12 8 March
W13 8 karch
'IF Wl 8 Narch
INCLOSURE #8

Copled/DOE
LANL, J-Div.

£

TILE

DRINKING WATZR

3

SAVPLES (Analysis Report)

LOCATION

0800

1200

1700

1300

0g90C

160C.-

1130

1130

1630

1200

0930

Likiep Island
Likiep Atoll
Jemo Island

arluk Island
Ailuk Atoll

Mz jit Island
Utirik Atoll
Ormed Island
Vot je Atoll

Kaven Island
Maloelap atoll

Kaven Island
Maloelap Atoll

Wotho Island
Wotho Atoll

Dzlap Island
Majuro Atoll

Rongelap Island

Rongelap Island
Rongzlap 1sland

Rongelap Island

northern most village

A

Cg

2,

d/m/ml
DESCRIPTION (ON S.1PLZ DATS)
Collzscted from largest i
cistern on heaviest popu-
lated island of atoll
Sams as N1 550
Same as N1 102C
Saeme as N1 2500
Composite of 4 water sam-~ 457
ples taken by USS RINSHAW
Composite: % from catch- 100
basin
1 from well 67
1 from catch-basin a:
1 from well (catch-basin g
dry for 1 month plus)
Tap "eter .
Composite of 94,000
6 bottles. 120,000
Chart included 47,000 No. 1 N:
to show location 24,000
of bottles on 11,000
Rongelap Island 63,000
Central cistern 5 ,000=
of village
Cistern water from 73,005
north part of island
Cistern water from 8,00C



‘ - DRINCING %ITIR SabPL:S (Aisa,sis Report) Cont'd
SAVPLS COLL=CTION d/m/ml
NO. DATZ TINZ LOCATION LaSCRIPTION (ON SAMPLS DaT:-!
dL5 8 Nerca ‘Rong 2lap Islend South cistern in 60,000 *
' village
W6 9 Mzrch Utirik Island Cistern 7,200
W17 9 March Utirik Islend Castern 33,000
W18 10 siarch sniwstak Island Dastillation water 6o

Rongerik Atell

% computed as of 3 lrch

e

Ot
\ea/O
COPN\-- 3-DW-
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SOIL S wiPLsS (sNaLYSIZ RIFCRT)

d/m/gm ‘
DESCRIPTION (ON SkiPLz DaTZ)
Ue;2r layer bare soil 23,000
in random spots un-
sheltered by trees or
shrubs etc.
Same as above 13,000
Samz= as above 23,000
Sams as above 30,00C
Compositz of 5 samples 15,000
(1 beach, 3 mid-village,
1 back village)
Composite of 2 samples 4,300
(1 mid-village, 1 half-
way to beach)
Compositz of 4 samples 5,520
(2 from village, 2 from
paths to bzach)
Compositz of 3 samplss 2, 40C
(1 by well, 2 mid-village)
Composite of 4 samples G50
(nsar ~dmin Bldg)
Composite of 3 samples 270,000

(Collzction date of S10 is uncertain, probably 3 kerch 1954

anclysis valus given is corrscted to

Rongelap Island Soil from north part of 1,300,00C%

island

Rongelap Island Center portion of island 7,400,000%

Rongelap Island 1 mile aorth of Rongeclap

SAMPLZ  COLL=CTION

NO. DATE TILi 4  LOCATION

Sl 6 k_rch 0800  Lakiep Island
Likiep atoll

S2 6 Merch 1200 Jemo Island

S3 6 larch 1700 Ailuk Island
4iluk Atoll

S, 7 Yarch 1300 ejit Island

S5 5 March 1600 Ormed Islend
Wot je Atcll

56 5 March 1730 Erikub Island
Erikub itell

S7 6 L.rch 1130 Kavzn Island
M.loelap satoll

s8 6 lMarch 1630  “otho Island
“otho ktoll

s9 7 March 120C  Dalap Island

‘ Lajuro Atoll
s10 7 Mirch 1200 Utirik Island
by PB: Survsy Party.
7 warch.)

S11 8 larch

512 8 karch

S13 8 l.arch

"l INCLOSURE #9

460 ,00C
village

M
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SOIL SALPLIS (knN~LYSIS niPURT) CONT'L

SHMPLE  COLLZCTION o/m/gm
NO. DaT:Z  TI'2  LOCATICH DESCRIETION (0N S&=Le DaTs)
Sl4 8 Merch Rongelap Island Near south cistern of 630,000
villazs

815 8 March Zriirippu Island 35,000,000
Rongelap Atoll

S16 8 ¥arch Eniwstak Island 3,200,000
Rongsrik Moll

S17 8 M.arch Kabelle Island 20,000,000
Rongslap sntoll

s18 9 ¥arch Utirik Island 5,600,000

S19 9 karch Bikar Island 280,000

$20 10 Merch zniwstak Island 1,200,000+

Rong=rik rte¢ll

521 10 karch Sifo Islend Temporary village 84,,000 %3
i#ilinginae atoll

%322 9 Karch Bikar Island Foliage, windward side L6, 000 >
* d/m/gm of plant ash (Zguiv. to l.4 X 104 a/n/gn plant as rsceived)
*% Couuputed as of 3 harch

Soil values may be roughly translated to curies per squarc mile b,
dividing by 13, or to d/m/ft< by multiplying by 6C00.
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