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1. Reference is made to letter this headquarters,

Radiologicd Survep of Several kars~~ Ssbnd fitolis,
(Secret, Restricted Data).

D’-’
~

J-3/729.3~ subject:
aated 18 March 195L

Attached her~th for your information and ret=tion are copies of

.

2.

additional reports and memoranda pertaintig to the above reference.— .

3* In addition to the above material, motion pi~ture and stl~. photo-

graphy was accomplished on various
phases of the initld pre-evacuation. .

surveys and on the reception of natives at KwaJalem.
Contact black and

white prtits of the still photography are being prepared
as further matefial

to document the native evacuation effort.
These prints wilL not be of pro-

fessional quality and will be fomafied prtiarily to indicate the over~a~
photogmptic coverage. Distribution wi~ be made appmtimately 30 AprLl

1954, availability of prints permitting distribution to the ,fo~owtig only:
c/s USA (Wgt ), DQ (Am) y D~ (A=) ~ ‘cQ$N-~Acls ? c~;~~;c~~~qyayt~ ‘
ChAFSWP, COb!NAVSTAKwM. Additional prints “m speciflc

and notion picture coverage, may be procured in accordance with Ann= T to

CJTF SEVEN Operation Order 3-53. Particdar attention is
tivited to para-

graph 2b, Amex T covering Distribution and Centrol of photographic

materials by the Atomic Energy Commission and the Deprtment of Defense.
REST COPY AVAILABLE---

mSSIFICATION CAN CEL.LE

Ji?ba,”bk.d

p, w. CIARKW
Major General, USA
Commander
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DISTRIBUTION: ,?

CTG ~0 cYs)

/ .

CTG 7.2 (1 Cy)
CTG 7.3 (1 cY)
CTG 7.4 (1 cY)

? CTG 705 (1 cY)
CINCPAC (1 cy)
cINCPACFLT (1 cy)
HICOMTERPACIS (1 cy)
cOFti?AVSTAK!AJ(1 cY)
DMA/AEC (1 CY)
I)BM/AEC(1 Cy)
ChAl?S\W (1 cY)
CGFldComd (DIZT) (1 cy)
C/S USA, ExA@ (1 cY)
LASLHDiv (1 Cy)
HASL, NYOO (c/o Mgr Opns) (2 CYS)
uss RENSHNJ (DDE-499) (1 c ) “
USS PHILIP (DE-498) (1 CYf
USS NICHOLAS (DDE-449) (1 cY)

Q Incls:
1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.
7.
8.
9.

Report by CO USS PHILIP, Ser 001,
subj: Evacuation of Rongelap and
Ailinginae Atolls on 3 I.lar54, dtd 5 Mar 54.
Report by CO USS F_i!t+!AIi,Ser 038, subj:
Report of Evacuation of Natives, Utirik Atoll,
4 Mar 54, dtd 18 Nar 1954..
Report by CO USS NICHOLAS, (and 1st Ind by
CTG 7.3, Ser 0698 dtd 25 Mar 54)~ basic ltr ‘er
0.!+9,subj: Radsafe Survey 8-11 Mar 54, dtd 20 Mar 54.
Report by CO USS NICHOLAS, Ser 054, subj: Report of
Rongelap Survey Trip, 25-26 Mar 54, dtd 28 Mar 54.
Memo for CJTF SEVEN, subj: DDE Trip to Rongelap Ato~

26 Mar 54, dtd 30 Mar 540
M/R: h!iscellaneousRadsafe Surveys of Rongerik,
M/R: K;:ajaleinNYOO Flight ABLE Results.
Drinking Vater Samples (Analysis Report).
Soil Samples (Analysis Report).
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USS PHILIP (IXI?498)
Cu= uf FAeet Post O~Xlce
SW, Frzwlsco, Ulrornw

DDE498:VLM:GWA:wk
H2-1
Serial: 001

r 5 Mar 1954

From: Commanding Officer
To: Comnander, Task Group 7.3

Subj: Evacuation of Rongelap and Ailinginae Atolls on 3 March 1954;
report of

Ref: (a) COMT.4SKGROUP7.3 Disp 0208482 of March 1954
(b) COMJTF SEVEN Disp 0212252 of March 1954

Encl: (1) Passenger lists of evacuees from Rongelap and Ailinginae
Atoll ~

(2) Radiological statistics re~orted by monitor team, Rongel@ T
and Ailinginae Atolls

(3) Location of water cisterns, Rongelap Island

1. In compliance with reference (a), the PHILIP got underway from
Bikini at 2145M on 2 March and arrived and anchored off Rongelap Island
in the lagoon at 0730M on 3 March. A PBM-5A (VP-29) aircraft, No. 2085,
piloted byLCDR NELCH which previously had been dispatched from Kwajelein
anchored about 100 yards off the beach of the same island shortly before
the PHILIP amchored. Prior to anchoring, the PBM, in good radio com-
munication with the PHILIP, made a thorough reconnaissance flight around
the atoll. Also on departure the previous evening, the Comrnsnding
Officer of the PC 1546 offered much valuable navigational end general
information which was of great help to the PHILIP.

2. The beach party including the Commanding Officer, Executive Officer,
Radiological Safety Officer and a three man monitoring team proceeded
from the PHILIP in a motor whale-boat to the PBM end picked up W. Marion
‘TILDS,civilian representative of the Civil Administration Unit, Marshalls
Trust Territories of Pacific Islands, and Oscar DeBrum, Marshallese int-
erpreter, The beach was such as to allow en easy close-in landing with-
out danger to the boat.

3. The party was met at the beach by John, the Magistrate of Rongelapo
Monitoring of the island commenced im-mediatelyo On the basis of initial
readings it appeared obvious that evacuation was definitely in order.
The Commanding Officer, U.S.S. PHILIP presented Mr. Wilds with the gen-
eral picture based on monitoring information, and on being info~ed that
Commander Joint Task Force SEVEN had stated that the aotuel evacuation
should be re~uested by trust territory officials, Mr. wilds was vaW
emphatic regarding the need for evacuation. Through the interpreter

1



DDE498:VLM:G7JA:wk
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H2-I
Serisl: 001
5 Mar 1954

v it was explained that it was to the best interests of the Rongelap
people to leave the atoll end that the PHILIP was there for that
purpose. Mr, Wilds was present during all the conversation with
John the Magistrate and was of much assistance as also was LCDR
V. L. MURTHA, Executive Officer of the PHILIP whose Ma.juroIsland
Government background proved very helpful in convincing the Mar-
shallese that they should leave.

4. The information that the people wuuld leave Rongelap was passed
very quickly. Each person was asked to bring a small handbag as the
only baggage since the monitors readings indicated a high dosage on
sleeping mats, palm baskets, and other personal belongings. It iR
considered very important that once tfieaccepted leader is established~
and identified that all requests be made through him without exception.
This procedure expedited the entire operltion.

5. It was decided to utilize the PBhlto transport the elderly and the
sick to Kwajalein. John designated sixteen (16) persons and this party
~...sembarked in the aircr~t in about ~ hour and a half after the

perty first landed. These passerigersare listed in Enclosure (1) which
is f’or-mrdedherewith.

6. Fortunately, the hfiarshallesewere not reluctant to leave the islad.
The magistrate explained that the people had been sick and he obviously
d.sducedthat all of the people would soon be provided the necessary
mzdical care. John was apprehensive about the safety of his boat, a
30 foot sloop. The sloop was towed by the shipls whole boat to a bettsr
lee. Two anchors were dropped and the boat appeared to be in good holding
ground.

7. The forty eight (48) remaining hl~rshallesewere trmsported via *
~hip’s whale boats to the PHILIP. Names of evacuees are listed in
enclosure (1)0

8. De~conta.minationof the Marshallese commenced immediately upon em”
barkation. Routes had been previously established cnd the de-contamina-
tion teams on station ready to guide the passengers to the de-contc.mina-
tion center (after crewts washroom). Clothing was placed in two G.I. c~s
aft and after a thorough shower clean clothes were readily available at
the exit. The crsw donated sufficient white and dungaree trousers,
dungaree and “T” shirts without fiich the de-contamination could not have
been as effective.

2
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9. Women and children were billeted in the torpedo room and the
men provided temporary shelter under a canvas tarpaulin rigged on the
01 level betm=eenthe stacks. Cots were available as seats in both
lpcations. The efttirofficer~s head and washroom, a short dis-
tance from the torpedo room was designated for use by the women and
children. The men had the use of the
The separation of the Marshallose was
sp~ce available in the torpedo room.
watch, all petty officers, was set at
and to assist in any requests made by

d%ar crewrs head and washroom.
mandatory due to the limited
A continuous 24 hour sentry
both locations to insure privacy
the Marshallese.

10. All children were provided milk shortly after da-contamination.
The Marshallese went through the regular mess line for meals and had
the same ration as the crew. The meat course was tha least popular.
The majority of the pxrty asked for more soup, brcnd and vegetables.
Hot soup was most in demand. Ice cram was the naturml favorite of ~
all the children.

11. The contaminated clothing was washed in the ship~s laundry with
a strong soap solution> driad~ prassed and returned within four hours
nfter the party emb~rked.

12. Sleeping accommodations, although crov.fled,were considered adequate.
Twelve (12) cots and two (2) stretchers were set up in the torpedo room
xnd the remaining deck space covered with kapok life jackets~ The men
slept on the fantail under the deck awning. Life jackets proved to be
comfortable pallets and are excellent insulation against wmm or damp
decks. ‘Withthe above arrangements each person had a sleeping space.

13. The PBM plmeCommander reportad that he thought he SQW somo people
on Eniaetok Islmd (Rongelap Atoll). A party, including John and Oscar
De3rum, the interpreter, landed on this island at 031245M. A thorough
se~rch was made but no Marshallese were located. The Magistrate insured
thz search party that he was ctirtainthat there wer~ no persons there
since Q boat was not nezrby. Nonitor team re~dings indicc.tedan average
of 3.02 Roantgens, with a muimum reo.dingof 3.65 Roentgcns. Monitor
te?rnst~tistics are included in enclosure (2). It was lucky that this
island was not inhabite>.

14, Six (6) sanplss of water takan from wells on Rongelap have been
forwarded in compliance with reference (b). Approximate locations of
wells are indic~ted in enclosure (3).

/
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15. The ship then proce~ded to Ailinginae .4to11. The ~%istr~t~ ‘
belibved it possible that’a party was on Enibuk Island. A party was
Imded, conducted a thorough search but found no one. The ship re-
~ciinedin the vicinity of Enibuk while ths two whale boats proceeded
to Sifo Island. A sloop was sighted znchored in tho lngoon off Sifo
~Sl ~~d. The party in.ndedand John the MZyistrate once ag~in explained
the need for leaving Rongelap. Eighteen ?18) Marshallcse w.r. trans-
ported from this island. Both this group, and John, assured the ptiy
that there were no Mcmshzllese on any of the other islands and the
enracu~tionw~s considered complst~d. The sloop WQS anchored off the
islwzd in n good lee. The same procedures for handling the 18 evncuoes
from Sifo were followed as describad in the preceding paragraphs.

16. The P31LIP deputed from Ailingin@ & 1800M on 3 March cnd arrived
at the NEVE1 Station Kwsjclein at 0830M on 4 I;larch.The Marshallaso
were disembarked during the morning of 4 usrch md removed to the Navd
Dispensary. On nrriv~, the PHILIP was visited by Commander, NQveJ
Station, Kwaj~lzin, md represontntives of Commander Joint Task Force
SZVZN●

17. In spite of the willingness of the people to loavo their homes
thera was Understandable concern over the s~afctyof the two sloops left
behind at Rongelap md Sifo. These bocts arc a community asset for
hmiling coprs and returning the basic food staples$ n~dicines ~d
clothing during the period thct Trust Tzrritory fizld trip ships are
not ~.vailable. There w~s z coasidzrable mount of copra in a drying
shed on Eniaetok and n smdl~r mount on Sifo, It was most dishccrtcning
to th$ Magistrate to leava the copra behind since hc himself had prcpzrcd
the copr~ on Enizetok Ilst week. All livestock, including about one
hundred chickens -nd ten pigs were cbamdoncd on Rongelsp. TWO dogs were
also left on the island. Since the p~ople were not given an estim~te of
the duration of their evacuation, the concern over the abovo items will

no doubt increzse as the absence from their homes grows longer.

lf3. It is recommended that aircraft periodically oheck the condition
of the two sloops at Rongelap and Sifo. It is further recommended that
soresconsider~tion be given to the transfer of livestock, copra and
psrsond belongings on Rongelap, Sifo, 2ni~etok. There is a possibility
th~t these animals could be of much value for scientific research.

19. The l?~rshcllesewzrc excsllznt pc+ssexgcrs,most coopzrativo, nzvtir
demanding cnd exemplary in conduct. It U-ZS5 distinct pleasure f~r the
crew of the PHILIP to have been afforded the opportunity to assist these
quiet peopla in the av~cuation.

copy to: COPIEO1OOE
CinCPacFlt ~NLRC “
CJTF SE-iiZN
CTU 7.3.1
CTG 7.1



PRNACYACTMATERIALREMOVED

A LIST OF MWWHJLLESE EVACUATED VIA PBM FROM RONGELAP ISLAND
ON 3 MARCH 1964

~-

NAME SEX AGE ——. —— —

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8. .
9,

10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16,

Male
Male
Female
Mole
Female
Male
Female
Femsle
Female
Female
Female
Female
Female
lhale-
Male
Female

66
75
83
70
63
28
62
52
6

17
19
24
78
30 y
48 T

59

/

Page 1 of Er.closure(1) -
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F’::LYACfMATERiALREMOVED~’” . z=--
.LIsT OF MARSHALLESE EMB,WED ABOARD THE uss PHILIp (DDE 498)
ROM RONGELN ISLANI ON 3 MARCH 1954

1.
2.
3.
4*
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

10. ~
11 ●

12. -
13.
14.
15.
160
17.
lB.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24●

25.
26.
27.
28,
29.
30.
31●

32.
33.
34,
35,
36.
37,
3B.
39●

40.
41.
42.
43.
44.
45.
46.
.“

Malo
Male
Male
Mnle
Male
Male
Male
Male
Male
~Male
Male
M~e
lAale
]hle
hlale
Nale
Male
I!lal&
Mole
Uale
]~~e
~fl~e

Fem~e
Fomd e
Female
Female
Female
Femele
Female
Female
Female
Fen-de
Male
Female
Femcle
Fend e
Female
Feme.le
Femile
Female
Female
Fem~e
Femcle
Female
Femole
FemLle
Male

41.

48.
Mde

49
43
37
36
44
31
30
20
15
12
7
7
6
5
4
13
2
2
2
1
2
4
59
53
50
j~

37
31
30
28
26
12
60
4
2
7

18
15
15
13
9
3
4
3
2

15
20
33

‘+ 4
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PRIVACYAiTMATERIALREMOVED--- ~
A LIST OF hfLiRSHALLESEEIIB-’XEDABo;JuITHE uss PHILIP (DDE 496)
FR013SIFO ISLAND ON 3MiJ?CH 1954

?

N’O’” SEX AGErI.L

1,
2,
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

10. ‘
11. .
12.
13.
14.
15.
16, ~
17,
18. :<

1S21e
Male
Mcde
Ml e
Male
Female
Female
Female
Fcmnle
Female
Female
Female
Female
Female
Female
Famele
Female”
Female

35
2

42
4
57
55
13
10
1
19
2

12
16
2

16
37
25
35

/

p~e 3 of Enclosure (1) C/’
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(Evacuation and Docontsmination of Wrshclleso Natives) ~

I. Data:

: READINGS (in I!R/iiR): ; Time of :

~ ;Islcnd , Ave. ; Max. ~ Inhabited : Readings :
ad. 1: : t :
Ode
~zz:Rongelap : 1473 : 1900 : Yes : O31O45M :

:
Sd$ : : t :

!2

:Eniaetolc : Z13: : 3650 : No : 031245M :

:
z: : : : :

H ‘l:Enibuk : 445 : 550 : No :
c31-

O31545M :

z o: : :: : :
nH
~ ~: Sifo 412 : 480 : Yes : 031715M ::
1+: : :: : :

Totals< : 4 2 : ------- ::----- - :

II. DECONTSINATION: (PERSONNEL)
~

1. Decontamination readings are as follows:

Avera&e Readings

: Before :After :
:
: ISLAND s Decont2min~tion:DecontminQtiOn :
— :
: : :

: RonSelap : 60 l@iR : 25 MR/HR :

: :
: :
: Sifo 40 ?@HR : 15 ?.!R/HR ::

NOTE #l. Clothin; was sliGhtly contaminated even nf’terde-
contamin~ting procedures were employed due to its

rough surface ~d prolong~d exPosure ‘o ‘adiation:

However, m-im~ r~~din:s of less th-~ 50 ~{xfiRdld

not warrmt discarding womenfs clothing due to the

short time it was to be worn.

NOTE +2. Decontmnination upon leavinG the ‘hip: 20-22 IiR/HR.

Enclosure (2)
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us hmswi (DDG499 )
%Fleet Post Office In Reply Refer to

San Francisco, California
DDE499/LHA:rec
A9
Serial: 038
18 b!!rch1954

From: Commandtig Officer, U.S,S. KEI;SHAN(DDEA99)
P To: Commander Task Group SEVEN POINT T-

Subj: Report of Evacuation of Natives, Utirik Atoll, 4 Wwh 1954

hef: (a) CTG 7.3 conf disp 0312202
(b) CTG 7.3 conf ~sP 0320402

EI-IC1:(1) Inforr@lliarrative of Evacuation of Utirik Island Natives
.

1. In accordance with reference (b), enclosure (1) is submitted heremth.

2. A limited number of photographs were
taken of some phases of the evacu-

ation by the ship’s official photog~her.
These are not being pmces~d

and it is later planned to submit prints as a supplement to ths
reprt.

3. The four dtiking water samp~s mentioned in enclosure (1) as obtained

from the regular living area, Utlrlk, were debvered to
CJTF 7 on 8 Larch

191jLvia Major R. D. Crea, USA, Staff cJ~ T*

copy to:
CTU 7.3.1

Ce Enclosure (2)
to CTG 7.3 ltr

ZNCLOS~ (2) Serial 0691

@p\tDl@
@ ~c
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INFORLAL NAJ71ATIVEOF EVACUATION OF NATIVLS FFLOM

UTIRIK ATOLL, MAKSHALL ISLANDS

- Having received orders at just before dawn on 3 Arch 1951+,to proceed
to Utiri~ atoh, tne itenshaw,immediately departed from the patrml area north

~ of Eniwetok Atoll and set course eastward to pass south of Biktii enroute.
Speed was adjusted to arrive at daylight the next day and the 400 tile voYage
was completed without incident.

Meanwhile, new activity was evident in Renshaw. Charts, sailing direc-
tions, tide tables and all possible sources of information on the Atoll were
‘searched and avidly studied. Qthough the decision that the natives would
be evacuatedwas not known on board until late in the night of the 3rd, plans
were firmed up for handling the people. S~weral schemes were put forward but

. the final plan was made with the invaluable knowledge and assiste:lceof E. K.
Tryba, BMC, USN. He had served a tour of duty in trust territories west of
the Marshalls and had experience in evacuation of natives.

Although the Douglas A. !iunro(DE-~22) was detailed to assist Rensha.,
her estimated arrival was not until 041330U, hence plans were made for th~
possibility of receiving on board Renshaw all the reported 180 natives of
the Atoll.

The approach to the target Atoll was made from the westward and north of
Taka Atoll which is only 4 miles SW of Utirik. It was sighted at about 0630L
Orl the morning of 4 Larch and course was set southeastward to pass between
the two atolls. Enroute to the south side of triangular shaped Utirik Atoll..
we passed close to the reef on the western side in order to get a look at
Utirik Passage. There was no thought of entering this channel inasmuch as
Sailing Directions were very definite that no ship larger than a PC should
make the attempt. I~evetiheless,a look was desired to deternine if charted
beacons were present (they weren~t) and to determine the feasibility of our
boats entering the lagoon or perhaps even the DE should it be found too dan-
gerous on the south side for the evacuation. Theoretically, it would have
even been possible for Renshaw to enter at high tide about 16001iwhen our
18 ft. drag aft would clear the channel about 3 ft. if the charted depths
were correct and if the sun at our backs m,adethe chann~l a~cicoral heads
visibl.. It was reckoned that the thrill of entering this channel for the
C.O. would be about like that of Russian roulette.

Upn rounding the SW tip of the Atoll, course was set eastward to s~fi
the reef along tha southern leg which appeered to offer the best lee from
wind and surf for the evacuation. Fortunately the weather was exceptionally
good with light NE winds and only moderate swells. At 0735K the ship hove
to at about sOO yds just south of Utirik 1s., the largest of the Ato~ and
on which all the natives were reported to live. At this time trust terri-
ory officials and interpreters had not arrived nor had an ETA been received.

lew of our directive to col,xnenceevacuation at daylight it was decided~~y\@l@n v”
@ ~c

DJCLOSURE (1)
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to prvceed at once as best we could until the trust officials arrived or

if necessary without them. It was hoped that we might find a missionary,

a pidgin English native or even a trust representative ashore.

Corlsequentlyat about 07ft0the gig (26 ft. ~~~*3)W~S hunched and a
beach party was embarked with the &ecutive Officer, LCDRv.. Et.E~stonY USK$
in charge. He was to try to get ashore as soon as possible, organize the
natives for evacuat,ion’and detemfie the best lkcation and means for the
evacuation. Included in this party were the F&dsafc Officer, monitor, hos-

r pitalmn, signalm2n, etc. “B~’~ssoon as this party shoved off, a second ~ftt

was launched with the Gwnery officer in charge, who was to search along
the reef for a break or a more favorable spot for safe boat handling in the
evac~ation.

A Now, as the boats left the snip, we commenced execution’of our plans
for receivtig the natives on board. Awnings were rigged on the fantail with
side strips from the deck to the redge ropes. Additional life lines were
rigged for the safety of children. Fore and aft and vertical accesses to
the fantail were closed or roped off and awnings rigged where necessary to
ensure privacy for the natives. The entir~ crew’s washroom and head aft
(largest on board) were set aside for the natives and for their decontamin-
ation inasmuch as this is the ship’s mzin station for this purpose. h mt-
side salt water shower was rigged, a receptacle was prmvided for their c~othtis I
and sufficient clean dungaree shirts, trousers, etc., were raised by an -
apFeal to the crew, to thus clothe all the natives. A pig-pen W~S fashioned
by closing off access to a 3’1gun tub. We plamed to tether chickens to
life lines on the 01 deck and let the dogs roam free amongst the ~pulace.

Meanwhile, the Executive Officer and p2rty approached the south shcrc
of the island at a petit about 1500 yds west of tk,eeastern tip. The island
here and elsewhere has a continuous outer perimeter of ‘-.blera~fs extending
some LO yds out into the water over which the waves prc...ceda surf of m~dium
size and presented considerable small boat hazard. Having selected a point
where the surf was slight and appeared to offer the best spt, the fiecutive
Officer commenced paddling ashore in a small, one-man rubber raft (we k=pt
it after picking up a bailed-out jet pilot last fall), which had a line
at~ached to it from the boat. After so,yle~rugr~ss towards the beach he
appeared to experience difficulty with the surf and some unseen force resulting
in no progress. Considerable humor and some conwm were evoked at sight of
the Executive Officer furiously paddling, each stroke wnirltig the raft 180°
around but making no progress. It W2S later deterrtied thzt the line fram
boat to the raft had fouled in the coral, securely anchorirlghim to seaward.
By this time a few of the natives had ap~earcd and some of th.m swam out and
helped him ashore amidst friendly greetings.

At about this time, Navy JRF 912 seapkne arrived from K~\=jalein,l~n.ded
in the western part of the lagoon amd coc.mencedtatiing eastward towards

2 RJcIQSuKi (1)
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Utirik Is. After establishing radio comrmnications tiiththe plane and as-

certaining the number of passengers, the ficcutive Officer was directed to
cross over to the lagoon side and use the rubber raft or any means to land
the plane passengers. With the friendly help of the cooperative natives,
the X.O. with the rubber raft, set out in an outrigger canoe towards the
seaplane in the lagoon. But just as he approached the plane it taxiied away
apparently not distinguishing him among the natives. It had been sug:ested
to the plane that if he had difficulty landing-passengersin the lagoon, hc
might try landing outside the lagoon near the ship. Upon hearing this
suggestion, the plane took off immediately and after one try, a trmendous

‘ bounce, another circle and approach, landed near the ship about 0915M*

Meanwhile, the gig having disembarked the Executive Officer was in-
structed by him to proceed cast~~iardabout 500 yards to a small cove where
the natives said landtigs could be made with more ease and safety. This
was done but callimg it a cove is a misuse of the term. Ease and safzty
did not seem to fit the situation either but it did appear less dangerous.
By using the anchor to seawafi the gig was sIowly worked Up to the reef
edge where the Fiadsafe’Officer and his team disembarked and waded ashore
to the same friendly w~lccme, handshakes and llGoodHorning” from every native.
large and small. During this the the Executive Ofiicer had returned to the
beach fron the lagoon and his try at receiving the plane passengers an.clad-
vised the native chief to prepare his &ople for evacuation. Sore:of t~e
natives who seemed to understand and spoke some broken English were of great
assistance in this. At this time the ship was advised by the X.0, of the

~ side of Utirik Island andnecessity for evacuation on southern and sea%tar~
that native boats would be of no practical assistance. The Gunnery Officer
in the hi’{B,after searchtig for several miles along the south les of the
atoll, reported there were no breaks in the reef nor landing places of any
kind.

After the gig had disembarked the rereinder of the beach party, it ~:as
returned to the ship having lost its anchor in leaving the reef. It arrived
in the vicinity of the ship just im time to meet tne plane ar,Qtake aboafi
its passengers. They consisted of harshall Island Trust Territory repre+
sentative, Narshall Island interpreter, and two public relations civilians
attached to staff, CJTF 7. After a brief consultation on board ar.dpro-
curement of anothcr”boat anchor, the gig was a~ain.dispatched to the beach,
meeting the lf;~~enxmute and receiving from it a radioman with a portable
SCF.-3OOradio which greatly facilitated the operation. This party was net
by the Executive Officer and the group then set out for the village. The
seaplane departed shortly for Kwajalein.

3 ENCLOSURE (1)
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!’ >:h While this was going on the Radsafe Officer and his team were making

/“: ,,y’ their survey tith radiac instruments AN/PDR-27E. The first readtigs taken
!-.s ‘::oreon the Beaward side of the island where intensities’of”1.10mr (with

,,
i,’ and without beta shield) were found. Readings of 120-130mr (with and with-

~5
out shield) were indicated along the foot path connecttig the s=award sideb“.’~;. of the island to the village on the lagoon side. Upon arrival at the village,+..”

. several natives were monitored with the following readin s common to all; over
‘ -~~~ dlbodylOO mr(with andwithout shield), hmdsl~mr ?withmd without

‘,;7shield), gonads 105 mrwith shield and 1.10mr without shield, feet I-I-5mrL’,
.< f

!

, with shield and 120 mr without shield. Since the readings in the air over
the entire middle section of the island was 100 mr, it is believed that the,~:~> ‘,
100 mr readings stated h this report were due to background intensity effects.

.Lw!kr,’<
;’.’ Other items monitored in the village and their intensities were; thatched

J.”,/ ~ofs 125 ~ with shield, 130 ~~ithout shield, 4 water samples frOm WellS

j: 1~:~ 100 mr with and without shield, all food with exception of coconuts 100 mr
.’!, )~- with ardwithout .shieid,coconuts in their various forms of preparation rang~d

/ ‘1;
from 130-150 without shield, fish cleaning table 12A mrwith shield, 130 mr

)2” ~ without shield. A short field trip was made into the undergrowth and grass

p’ -:<1 areas surrounding the village where readings of 160 mr with shield, 1’70mr
without shield, were found close to the grvund, indicattig concentrated @d

;’-\YL trapped contaminating particles. The monitor r.adehis way via pzmjecting
[!.~~ coral pieces some 10 yards into the lagoon where the water gave a 50 mr read-

,“,n~~~}ing with and without the shield. The hospital-manwas assigned the task of

!,’+;; collecting water szxmplesand succeeded in obtaining 4 samples of drinking

k
water f~m 4 of the most commonly used ciste~ reservoirs ~ the village. It
is believed that the very low contamination of the water was due to the
roofs over each reservoir.

Upon arriving at the village the ikecutive Officer with Trust Territo~J
official again informed the natives through the interpreter of the necessity
for evacuation. The interpreter was asked not to scare the natives or undul~-
rush them. Nevertheless} he had the floor aridafter a few words, the natives
rally moved though it is not believed he shook them up too badly, It WaS
carefully explained that we would take along their pigs, chickens, dogsj beets
or anything we could load. But after a conference with the Trust official
ti which the degree of contafiation, decay and ultimate return of the natives
were discussed, it was decided, on reco~.nendationof the official, to l~av~
the livestock and boats behind, The natives a~reed to this and after being
reassured that their possessions and ~fils wo~d be safe until their rttUITi,
began streaming toward the evacuation beach. Possessions taken along rarely
exceeded two budles each, and one of which was usually a woverIbedding ~t.

ENCLOSURE (1)
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At this time, about 1015IJ,the ship was advised
evacuation would commence about 1100 and a life raft

by the X.O. that the
was requested for

use in shuttling the natives over the reef and through the surf to the
boats standing off about 50 yards. At approximately 104OM the boat arrived

with the raft and the evacuation commenced at 10JO. By this time the ma-
jority of the natives were gathered on the beach and ready to go. women,
children and old people were shuttled out to the boats first, with their

r possessions, followed by the men. ltuchcooperation and assistance were
realized from the able native men whose alertness, willingness and ability
to swim pnved invaluable during the evacuation and reduced the nunber of
ship~s persomel required. At about 1200 the evacuation was about half
completed but the wind was freshening, the tide was flooding and the surf
was kichg up. The operation became increasingly hazardous and two raft
loads of evacuees were very nearly upset in the surf. The cord w= chew-

ing up the suspension ropes and lattice work of the raft and in a radio
consultation between the X.O. and C,O., serious consideration was given
to ceasing the operation and trying again from the lagoon side. Since
this would delay the operation several hours and also was fraught with
danger as already indicated, and since we could see the end in sight, it
was decided to continue. Most of ttfewomen, children and aged were a&
ready gone and no one had been hurt other than a few coral cuts. ~notiler
raft was dispatched and the pace was stepped up, though less people were
loaded on each raft and extreme care was exercised.

Ten LI;Bloads of about 15 people each were required to complete the
evacuation of th= 15L [latives. ‘l’helast raft load left the beach at about
124511leaving as forlorn a set of dogs as you have’ever seen. At 125U: all
the natives were on board and none too soon because the wind and surf con-
ttiued to increase. The native chief named Compass, has been repe-atedly

asked how many natives were on the atoll and if we had them all. He was
insistent that all were on Utirik Islandj none were on other islands of tce
atoll, and none vrereon Taka Atoll.,4 - 5 miles away.- He first said there
were 161 natives present and proudly brought out a card index file to prov~
it. Careful questioning however indicated that at least two infants had
died a day or two before and that the old boy didn’t have thi6 PAUI records
up to date. The next figure we got was 15’7but further questioning indi-
cated he was counttig two or three Lminent but as yet unborn babies. The
last figure of 154 was arrived at after a count on board and was concurred
in by the chief and Trust official. i breakdown was as follows: men &
wor,en=, children under 16, boys and girls, ~ each.

‘Atabout 130011when rafts were secured and boats were hoisted, course
was set for Kwajalein to arrive at dawn on the fith. At about 1345L we net

the D.A. ilmro (DE-&22) coming up from Kwajalein to assist us but there
was nothing further for her to do but fall in astern and return to Kwa,jalcti.



t

It did not seem prudent to further move the natives around by dividing thcm
up between the two ships, inasmuch as no great overcxmwding was evident.
The l[unrmhad a medical officer on board and offered his services which
fortunately were not needed. It was comforting to know he was available
-however, should any of the pregnant women fall due and payable while on
board.

w Reception and handltig of the natives on board worked out fairly well
and genera~y as was expected. Lath one was monitored as they came on board
and readings were around ‘7mr/hr which was substantially lower than the
average of 20 mr/hr readtigs on the beach. This indicated that wading out
to the rafts had helped quite a bit in reductig presence of fall-out ma-
terial on feet and clothing. Some of the children were rmuted through the
showers as soon as thsy came on board. But it was decided to feed all of
them before starting decontamination of adults. Serving lines were set up
on the fantail using regular steam table trays of food and giving the natives
paper plates, cups, etc. They didn~t eat very well, perhaps frm the ex-
citement or mybe they just don’t like meat loaf. They did better on the
bread, mashed potatoes and oranges.

.
After lunch the Trust Territory official made some suggestions f~r

ct.angingand i~proving our facilities i;tichincluded careful partitioning
I

and segregation of the women’s side of the head and washrooms. lieexplained
that under conditions of excitement ad strange surroundings the women are
extremely modest, Then coimmced decontaminationmeasures and considerable
resistance was encountered. But by prudding end cajoling we managed to
get all about lQ% of them through the showers. These were the aged, infirm
and sick. With no readings higher than 7 rr/hr it was decided not prudent
to force the old people in the showers. Next the problem of clothing arose,
Tiehad sufficient clean dungarees for them all and planned to run all their
clothes through the laundry and give then back to put on before leaving the
ship. But here again stiff resistance was encountered. We tried but they
couldn’t seem to understand taking their clothes away and the women wanted
no part of the dungarees. Clothes were monitored and since they averaged
only about 3-4 mr/hr it was decided that the situation did not call for such
drastic measures. All of these matters were discussed with the Trust Terri-
tory official, and decisions were concurred in or made on his recommen-
dations. Careful observation of the natives and questioning of the inter-
preter as to their mood, excitement and general morale convinced us that
forcing them to give up their clothes would really shake them up.

BY late afternoon they were settled down on their mats and generally
quiet except for the kids, some of whom took several showers. They wzre
bright-eyed and cute as could be. Some few of the women, as is their wont>
talked quietly but steadily all afternoon from the time they came aboa~.

6 mcLusURL (1)
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Viefixed up”a fine supper for them of boiled fish and rice with tomatoes
and EMS beans mixed in. By this time they had gotten used to their su~
roundingsj had recovered their composure and their appetites. They really
stowed away the chow. This was followed by ice cream and cookies, heavily
sweetened grape ade and some bright colored hard c?mdy we had left over

-fro,mlast Christmas. The men were given cigarettes and all seemed contented
and happy. Finally, we showed them a movie and there was not the slightest
reaction of any kind from any of them the whole time. It should be re-

v membered that most of these natives had never been off the atoll and as far
as is known had never seen a movie.

The night was passed without incident and they seemed to rest well on
their straw mats. The weather continued good and since we were proceedtig
downwind at a speed of only 11 knots there was practically no motion of the
ship. IJextmorning they ate and seemed to enjoy a big breakfast of hot
cakes, bacon, bread and jam. After considerable rubber netting as we en-
tered Kwajalein harbor and during the process of mooring to the pier, the
natives were disembarked at about 05090011to waiting buses in custody of
ConitavStaKwaj. As they went over the side one could not help but obserwe
and admire the innate dignity of these sinple human beings and their r@ve
but forthright and optimistic attitude towards life. These seemed to be !
expressed in a conversation with the native chief through the interpreter.
The chief WM asked whzt thsy had seen and he replied with gestures
indicating a large explosion. He was then asked what they thought of it
and his reply was not the negative one as might be expected that the world
was coming to an end, but, ItTheworld, we think she etart over again.”

7 ENcLmuRi (1)
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JOINT TASK FORC_iSSViN
TASK GROUP 7.3 FF3/7.3110:jnt

APO io? (HW’), c/o Postrzster A16-10

S:.n Fr:lnclsco,c~~ori~~ Ser: 0698
25 ikr 1954

FIRST EI!DO.RSE?ZNTON U3S NICHOLLS (DD3-449) ltr P-22 ser 049 of 20 Mar 54

From: Comander, Task Gr~P 7~3

v To: Corunanderin Chief, P;.cific
Vi P.: Comrmnder, Joint Task Force SZVEH

Subj: I?>dSafeSurvey 8-11 I+arch1954

1. Forwxrded as z matter of information.

2. The
will be
quired.

reconunendationsof the Comm-mdinG Officers USS liICHOfi~S (D2E-449),

considered c:.refullyif additional suneys of’this type are r+

copy to:
CTG 7.1
CO?ICORTDESDIV12 (without bn.sic)
USS i!ICHOLAS (DDZ-449) (without bzsic)
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Uss lJICHOMS(DDE-449) DDE~.4g/~

Fleet Post Offico P-22
Sm Fr~cisco, Cclifomia Scr: 049

20 Xm 54

From: Commanding Officer
To: CorrmcnderTask Group 7.3

+Subj: Rads<e Survey.8-11 LIarch1954

1. The Task Group 7.1 survey pmty and Mr. ~,~arion“{;ilds,trust Tsrritory
r

represent3tiveD arrived Rongelq ct 07451.?,8 Mcrch md boarded ifICHOLAS
shortly theredter. ~70rkingparties, as indicated in Comn-adcr Joint Task
Force SEVN~ dispntch 060-400Z,wore mcdo avail~ble to Dr. Scoville’s partYa
Dr. Scoville informed the Comncnding Offic’~rtho.tall reports of g~-~~
intensities -md other scientific data would be reported only to con~.~ader
Joint T.~skForce S3VXN. He specifically requested th~t no other corti~-=ds
be mcde information ~ddressee. Dcily dispatches indicating results of
I?e.dSti.survey on each ntoll, originated by Dr. sco~ille~ ~re %ddrcssed
accordingly. On ds’o~rlcin<>.tZniwetok xt OC30, 12 I!zrchDr. Scovillets
party transported J1 ewth md water samples to Parry Island.

2. The following islands, in atolls,,vmre visited. IIr.TTildsQCCOnP
working parties ashore on all ex-inh~bit~ted islands w+mre n~tive prop%r~~
w~s secured as directed by him.

(1) Rongelap IslwId:

(a) lJltivehouses were closed up cnd property left in the
open, that could be ruined by wenther, W-M ~.ovedicside.

(b) One dog rmd t!~reec~ts wnre killed r.spossible r.efic.ce
to livestock.

(c) One thirty foot sailing schooner wzs belched ,.hovehi~h
w~ter mark -zndfilled with sea wster. Iiastswere unshipped md pl~ccd in
: shed J--longwith s~ils.

(d) Two sncks of rice md five szcks of flour were opened -m.d
pl:.cedoutside as feed for pigs md chickens.

(e) Buckets, pVrISand 1:.rgec1m shells were PIzced ~,d~r
eaves of houses to provide drinkin~ w~ter for livestock.
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(f) ;.11livestock appeared to be in good condition. It i~f
believed that sufficientwater will be av~ilable ~dthough ~.short:ge ,

food is expected to develop in the near future.

(g) Rater md soil sem+les were tflcsnas directed byTc.sk
“Group 7.1 personnel gnd intensity levels were taken.

r (2) The islcnds listed in sub-pzr~gr~ph(3) through (15) cre

all uninhzbitated except for p-.rtiesof nztivss thr.tgo fron Rong21zp to

make copr~.,collect sez birds emd fish. There wzs no nativz property

found. Intensity levels were t-Aen by Task Group
7.1 personnel.

(3) Mircm Islond.

(4) ;.rbarIslmd.

(5) Busch Island.

(6) Enialo Islmd.
●

(7) Eni?.etokIslond.

(8) ;AnidjetIsl”~d.

(9) Knbelle Islrxnd.

(10) Eriirippu Islmd.

(11)LulcuenIsl:md.

(12) Gejen Isl~nd.

(13) Lomw.ilcl Islmld.

(14) Lerik Isl~~d,

(15) lJn.enIsl~ad.

b. Utirik ~,toll;9 ~f..rch1954

(1) Itirik Islpmd:

(c) Three canoes
~re bezch~d ~bove high Wp.termcrk.

2
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(b)
in the wed’ther,that

(c)

Houses were closed up
could be spoilad, wns

‘iTatercatchments were

agninst Wer.thercnd property left
moved inside.

provided for livestock by pl~cing
.oldcprns,buckets m.d lm-~e clwn shells under-eaves of hOuS5S.

(d) Sixdogs were killed to protect livestock.
P

(a) .“.11livestock appa~.redto be in good condition.

(f) “?!ater~~d soil smples wer~ obtair.~dand intensity
levels tedczn.

(2) Aon Islcnd:

(a) Uninhcbit~ted - intansi~ lsvels taken.

c. Bikv ;.toll;9 li~rch1954

(1) 3ikzr Islnmd: ●

(a) Uninhabitated - intensity levels tahn.

d. Rongerik ltoll; 10 ~!lrch1954

(1) Eniwetdc Islmd:

(e.)Air Force personnel were lmded clong with c ship’s
w~rking pzrty. Spoiled mat rmd other consumables wsre duipzd in th~ se%
Equipment wzs tested ~A~dszcur~d ~~~i~st ths vic>tlher ?.sdirectzd by .’.ir
~~~ce p~rsonnel.

(b) ‘Jateraud soil snr,pleswere obtained and intensity
levels tdcen.

(2) The i.slmds listed in sub-p’.radrzph(3) through (6) ve un-
inhzbitatzd. Intensity levwls, only, were tr-ken.

(3) Rongerik Islmd.

(4)Hortlock Islmd.

(5) L~toblck Island.

(6) 3ock Island.

coFJdP--
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e. Llinginao .“Atoll;10 Vzrch 1954

(1) Sifo Islmd:

(a) Nctivo property, left by people who were visiting from
Ronbelap Islmd, wzs protected agzinst th~ wenthor. ;Jl clothing, tools,
etc. were pl~ced inside a canv~s shelter on top of dried pcilmfronds, ond

v covered with ndditioncl cmv~s.

(b) ;.thirty foot sniling schooner vms movdd to c scfa mcE.or-
~Ee in the lee of Eniuetnkku Island. The boat wzs nnchored in Q szndy spot
i; tha event th~t it should sink. 3e~ching WC.Simprc.cticc.blcdue to ~he
linited time av~ilable.

(2) Enibuk Isl~ad:

(Q) Native property secured, int~nsity lzv~ls taken.

(3) Bokonikairu Islond:
●

[a) Uninh~bitated - ;intensity levels trdcen,

3. }{zvigztionand gencr~l information:

(1) Entrance

e~st P9ss, ‘LestP:.ss
‘oecausesour.di~gsare
good. The SImnJlBoat
to see zzd -.ppe:.rsto

(2) Landings
On most of the islmds the beach gr;dient W?.Squite steep,-pcrnitting en.sy
beaching of bozts. L sharp lookout should be n~int~in~d at all tir,~sfor

coral heads and dzrk, yellow, or dxk Green, w-.tershould be Qvoidsd.

b. Bikar Ltoll:

(1) 3ikar Island PMssge is
through the lagoon is difficult even
mzde ~th very little difficulty in the l~e of Bikzr Isl~m.d~t low tide.
It W?.Sfound ?.dvisableto put the bow of the boat ag~.instthe reef, ~~ich
riszs stesply at low tide, md let the party w~de cshore. The w?.t~ris
only klec deep at this p~riod of the tide. Bnckwash from the reef shGuld
be c:mefully wztched.

,OP,ED,DOE ~
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c. Ron~xix Atofi:

d. filtin~im3 Atoll:

(1) Otiy Sml.1 bo:~tsn:ry .;as .ma~. A shdlo~ drzl’tvessel should
havs very little difficulty making entry. Navigational cuts were very poor.

(2) Small boating was rough~ut not dangerous.
~

t

e. Utirik Atoll:

(1) The four beacons shown on HO chart &123 have been replaced
by two black buoys. It is understood that the Trust Territory AKL makes reg-
ular entry into Utirik Atoll throu& Utirik Passage. The beacons on and
around Utirik Island are missing.

(z) small boating is not difficult, but a sharp watch sho~d be
maintained for coral heads.

4. Recommendations and Summary:

a. Survey of these atolls from a DD3 type vssss1 is somewhat inefficient
in that Rongelap is the only atoll, of the five visit=dt that can be entered
and navigated safely, thus limiting the number of islands that can be covered
in a given time. Boat handling operations outside the atolls were difficult
due to hzavy swells. “Jiththe forces availabfe, it is belisved that ths use
of a DDE is ths most practicable solution for similar missions. For operations
subsequent to flCAflL~ll,it is recommended that a smaller class ship of shallow
draft %s used. This would permit entry into most lagoons shortening boat rurs,
in some cases twenty miles.

5
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b. Make beat entry into windward prt of lagoon wherever possible.
This permits boats to run down wind, speeding the operation and helping to
ksep instruments dry.

c. Mintain radio communication with boats, In this r:spect, this
command used SCR 536which were the only battery type radios available.

● Communications were fair. It is recommmded that an SCR 608 or similar
small battery radio with at least a thirty mile range be used if possible.

d. It was found advisable to provide the boats with overlays of the
atolls showing maqnetic compass courses betwsen islands and psses.

e. Provide boats with food, water, binocul=s and rifles. The last
for protection against sharks in case a man falls over board.

f. Use stern anchor when beaching to prevent broaching. Lo not let
boat remain on beach, but.haul out and await return of party.

g’ Beach in the lee of island whensver possible. ~

h. It was found impossible to cover all of the islands in each atoll in
the time aLLo tted. Rou@ weather and long boat runs between islands in a-
tolls ,sIowsdup operations. Task Group ‘7.1scientific personnel designated
the islands they desired t’osurvey and landings were made on all so designated

i. ‘Vorkingparties were kept firmly in hand. 3ach ~iorkingparty fias
rsquired to remain in sight of a commissioned officer and Y!r.‘Nilds. As
far as could be determined, no native propdrty W2S molested or pilfersd.

j- It is estimated that the maximum accumulative dosage received by any
one person in the partiss was 2.5R. Film badgss, worn by all ~rsomel ashors.
or in the boats, have been forwarded to ths U.S.S. BAIROKO for developing.

/s/J. C. ZLIOT
J. C. ELIOT

copy to:
CQ”CORTDfiDIV H
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U. S. S. ?lCHOLAS (~5 -,449)

cjo Fleet Post Office
San Francisco, California

DD3&!+9/mw
P22
Stir:054
28 Larch 1954

From: Commanding Officer
To: Commander Task Group 7.3

Subj: Rongelap Survey Trip 25 - 26 March1954;reportof
v

1. The USS NICHOLAS (DLE-449) departed BIKINI &toll at 19COIJ,25 March
195L for RONGELAP Atoll in accordance with Commander Joint Task Force S5Vi}J
2~l131Z and Commander Task broup 7.3232323Z-ofkarch 1954.

.. .

psrsonnel,from Task Group 7.1were on board:
Ths following

Dr. Lauren R. Donaldson
Lr. Thomas L. Shipm=n
Dr. Jdward J. He~d
Dr. Ralph F. Palumbo “
Dr. Paul R. Olson
Dr. Thomas N. ?hite
Mr. dilliam i’~.mbbins
Mr. Pascuala R. Schiavone
Major Charles M. Earnes, USN

.

2, Th= ship arrived off the South Entrance, RCNGELAP Atoll at 2601ooM and
put a whale boat in the water at 260630M to meet the plans arriving from
Kwajalsin ~iithDr. hndls party.

3. The ship then proceeded to Northeast Pass, RO!JG3LAPAtoll, enterad and
anchored. W. Donaldson and his party departed the ship at 0830M.

4. The plane from Kwaja.leinarrived off RONCXLJ.Pat 09C151J,was met by the
whalsbo~t. Dr. hnd, lb. lhrion ‘.!’ilds,three Public Hsalth Service Officersj
thrse Natives and nilscellaneousequipment was trans~rted to the beach. Ths
plans was guided to an anchorags”about two hundr=d (200) yards off shore
from the village whsre it was anchored.

a. Personnel from the NICHOLAS assisted Dr. knd to accomplish ths
following: Capture five young pigs and one SOW; cafiure fiv~ chickens;
obtain soil, fruit and veget~tion samples. One boar was kill=d and an au-
topsy was Fsrformd on the spot. The animals and oth~r samples w== placed
in cagss and transported to the plane. Dr. Ebnds party depart~d RONCihP
at 1300H, 26 March 1954. The whaleboat then departed RONGZLfiFIsland and
proceeded J>rth to rejoin the ship, stopping at BUSCH and 3!IA2TOK Island
to mzasur~ radioactive intsnsity. One member of RadSurvey Taam accorr.pmisd
this boat to condlct I@dSurvey on Southeastern Islands. Dr. Lonaldsonts
party worked in the Northeast part of ROP!G2LAPAtoJ_L,collecting fish, soil,
birds, invertebrates, algas and vegetation samples. One msmber of RadSurvey
Team accompanied this this prty to conduct Ri.dSurveyof Northern Islands.
It was not possible to collect rats, as desired, du+ to the unexpected d~-

COPIED~DOEPartureof the ship as dirscted by Connmnder Task Group 7.3 2602L7Z of Larch
LANLRC 1954.
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5. Dr. Bond expressed the opinion th~.this mission hcd bem nccomp.
lished to his satisfaction. Dr. Don~Jdson stated that his mission has
been accomplished sztisfactor?ly. fir.....l“nrionYiilds,Trust Territory

“ Representative requestad th~t the boc.tIt lILING~ijIEbe bezched when-
evsr pr~cticable. ;,11botts CL’;RONG3LX hs~e b<en beached by NIC301J3.

*
6. Prior to tha ships depmture, thr~e RT-176/PRCIO r~.dio6w~rc ob-
tained by Mr. P. Schir.vonefrom Tzsk Unit 7.1. These r~dios were VCZY
s~.tisfzctoryond far superior to the 3C-611-F uszd orIthe lest trip.
It is recommended thst this type rcdio be used by ships on future trips
if they -xe required to opernte smsll boats ~.long distmce from the
ship. Reception wns excellent a.ttwenty (20) miles.

7. The ships departure from RONGEL:F Atoll was delayed until 2621301~
because the motor whaleboat experienced a fuel pump f~ilurc on returning
from K:@7LLE Islznd, where they were collecting rat tr:,ps.

8. The ship rejoined Task Group 7.3 off BIKINI Atoll nt 270130M. F
i.

J. C. 3LIOT
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30 March 1954

lii2.10FUNDUl!FOR: CJTF S3VIN

SUBJ3CT: DDZ Trip to Rongelap AtoJl, 26 March 1954

1. Reference JTFS3T.N DTG 230220Z March 1954. Purpose of subject
trip, conducted by USS NICHOL~.S(DDJf+49)was-to:

a, Eeach small boats belonging to Rongelap Marshall=se.
?

b. Conduct radsafe re-suveyof bngelap.

c. Collect approximately Y30 pounds contaminated top soil re-
questsd by AZC Division of I?iologyand Wdicine.

d. Collect samples of Marine lifs and vegetation.

e. Collect domestic animls remaining at Rongslap vill~ge.

2. The undersigned acted as JTF SEVEN and TG 7.1 represantativs
and ~~asresponsible for execution of,lb and lc. Since the NICHOLAS wi~
mk= in ovsrzll report, and detailed reports on Id and la will be m~”d~:~
by the project officsrs concernzd, the details in this report are con-
fined to lb and lc.

3. It is notzd that the scope of activities lb and ld was more
limit=d than had originally b.en plamsd. Ls will be clear from the re-
port of ths NICHOL.S, this MS bscause 26 h.rch became R-1 after th. work
statsd. Thanks mainly to th: exc~llent planning and management of &pt.
Jossph Zliot and ‘~:cutive Olficer Cli~ford Frink, much more was accom-
plished than tight r:asonablJ have &in expscted under th~s~ circumstances.
lc and 1s were accomplished essentially as plerin~d,but la had to be
omitted.

4. The radsafs re-survey was conducted by Mr. P.R. Schiavon= of TG
7.1, TU-7, using two recently calibrated AN/PDR-39 instruments. Rsadings
on Rongelap Island w:re taken during the morning and on th~ oth~r islands
during ths aft.rnoon of 26 iiarch.

Island mr/hr

COPIED/DQE
fANLRc~

.40 at 0S30 at standard position estab-
lished by Scovills Surv:y

50 South =nd

90

200

W

“!?
c
\
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On Rongelap Island, the readin~s in the huts appeared to be 1%-15%
less th~ outside. Inside the huts the rendings at ground lCVO.1wore
about 7Q% of those ~t hezd level. ReadinGs over gravel nreas and
necr the cisterns were about 30 mr/hr; inside the cisterns, ~bout 10-15
rm/hrb

5. The top soil smple wzs obtained from LABARDJ Island F.small
islend well covered with bushes -cmdgrzss, but without pdm treas. It
had been plznned to get the smnple from ILL3ELLE,but this could not be

r done without interfering with the fish ~d vegetation collection.

6. Special mention should be m~de of the work of !ir.P.R. Schievone,
who did m excellent job of gettin~ supplies cmd equipment not ~~ai~?ble
on the NICHOL.’.S,as well as conducting the rad-sdc swey.

s/ T. ~ihite
t/ T. J31TJ

H.Livision, LASL
●
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ME’tflMiD~ lWR b. <IU):

Misce~eas Radsafe Sweys of Rongerti (surveys

conducted

S1~.13CT:
by CTG 784)

Rf)NGERIK

17 March, 1200 MIm

- 100 mr/hrLivhg Area Readings:

r
Mess hall interior

@

Hospital interior
50-- 75 mr/hr

d’al-kfrom hospital to mess
100 - 110 mr/hr

Store room (behind mess)
50 - 55 mr/hr

Exterior store room tent
100 - 150 mr/hr

General Area exterior
100 - 150 mr/hr

l~eatherStation Site Read@s:

Amy

Exterior areas local
Interior all tents
Interior buildtig

Site Readbgs:

General area
Interior tents

Adjacent to trailer

Landing on beach
Living area
Inside mess ha~
Inside dispensary

160 mr/hr125 - 150 “ 75 ~,ti
50 -
50 - 60 mrjti

.

~o - 190 mr/h.r
70 - 80 mr/hr

160 - 180 mr/~

@ mr/h.r
60 mr/ti
22 mr/hr
26 mr/hr
23 mr/hr

Inside-barracks
ESE end of island (Rafisonde)

47 mr/k

Dong road to Rafisonde area fto -
~ - LO m.r/hr

Inside weather bufid~
23 mr/hr

Lork area outside build.in
f

60 mr/hr
Lo m.r~hr

Army area (around trafler
Inside foihge area

40 mr/hr
19 mr/~

Inside tent

~krch, U Oc rLIKE

Inside weather buildim
21 mr/hr
60 mr~hr.:,

Living mea StiU
Inside ba=acks

23 mrihr

Inside dispensary
25 mr/hr

~,aistlevel
;,aistlevel
‘,;aist level
~;aistlevel
“I,aist level
:,aistlevel

j~aistlevel

;~aistlevel
‘,,aistlevel

y._
I

;,aist level
‘,aist,level
‘,,ai.stlevel

.,Iaistlevel
;,aistlevel
:iaistlevel
~,:~ist,level

:,,aistlevel

~:aistlevel
iiaistlevel
‘,;aistlevel
;:aistlevel
“.iaistlevel
‘,JaiStlevel
.;aistlevel

,,ai,stlevel
“.,aistlevel
‘.;aistlevel
\,aistlevel

\‘2
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26March, 1500MIKE

Army Site out 42 mr/hr V!aistLevel

In 20 mr/hr Vaist Level

IieatherSite out 40 mr/hr Waist Level

In 18 nwihr h’aistLevel

Living Site out 35 mr/hr V;aistLevel

v. In 15 mrhr I;a,istLevel

-.>

*.-.

ARMY AREA (Location of samples taken)

Trailer

u
Tent . .

d).. -h
Horseshoe Pits ~-<’

LIVXNG AKM (bcation of samples taken)

[

—1
—--.,

Mess ! C)x
I

1 i I-Dispensary.~
hiarkedby
wooden crate ~’

. . . —-— .— —
Barr.,

..—— —----

‘—Ba??: ‘---”‘-;
— .;—-



I;EATHERSITE (Location of samples taken)
.

Shelter Tent
~<-.j ~-‘-

.——. —.
~- —-

1 I -Building

j I
I I_—

(s/t R. A. House ‘
h. A. HOUSiJ
Lt CoI., USAF
Ch. Tech 13r,J-3
JTF SEVEN

3



NJQJOWJDW FOR RliZOP~:

SUBJECT: K~jaleti-MOoFlight ABLE Resdts

1. NYOO-KwajaleM Flight Able, consi~ts-of an aerial

survey at

appmximtely 200 feet
altitude over the following ato~s north of KwaJ~

alein: Lae, Ujae, Wotho, Bikini, AiMg~ae~
Rongehp, R.ongemk, Taongl,

v
Bikar, uti~k> ‘aka~

The aircraft are equipped
Aihk, Jemo ~dLikep* . .. .

with scintameters which are sensltlve gamma ratiatlon

measurtig in3tm-

ments with a wide range,
designed to measure gmmd conttiation fmm

altitudes of 200 to 500feet.

2. Follo\tig IWLW snot at
261825Z Uarch 195&,Flight Able was,.

flown on the following dates with results -mdlcated
: (In mr/hr growd

Contarfiation)

Island (Atoll)
Lae (Lae)
Ujae (Ujae)
Itotho(~iotho)
‘&buk (Ailinginae)
Rongebp (Rongelap)
llongerik(Rongerik)
Sybil-la(Taongi)
Bikar (Bikar)
Utirik (Utirik)
Taka (Taka)
Kapen (Ailuk)
Jemo (Jemo)
Likiep (Likiep)

2’71900Z to 280317Z
o
0

●O
6
28
36
1.0
0.1
.-

8
1.6
0.8 -
0.4

302030Zt: 3102O8Z

0.2
~1.7 ,

26
78 -
58
Or!+
15
7
7
2.4
2.L!4
L*O

(s/t) R. A. HOUSE
Lt Col., USLF
ChTechOpns Br, J-3
J~ SEVEN

.
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SAKPLZ COLLNTION
~.

m.
L

714

w5-8

ml

W12

Wlo

Wll

‘:112

w13

‘n4

DATE

6 March

6 March

6 harch

~ ‘March

4 March

5 March

6 March

6 March

6 March

7 ?Jarch

3 March

8 h&rch

8 l.Lrch

8 March

= LoCATION

0800 Likiep Island
Likiep Atoll

1200 Jenr)Island

1700 mluk Island
filuk Atoll

(Analysis Report)

ddti

DESCRIPTION (ON“S41~LEDATZ)

Collected from largest 77

cistern on heaviest popu-

lated island of ato~

Same as “Al 550

same as 41 1020

1300 Mejit Island

160C,. Ormed Island
wotje Atoll

●

1130 K=ven Island
Maloelap Atoll

~me as ‘N1
2500

Compmite of 4 water sam-
43~

pies taken by USS FL3NSWW

Composite: $ from catch-
W

basin

~ 6’71 from well

1 from catch-basin
~1

K@ Kaven Island
Maloelap AtoQ

1 from well (catch-basin
7

1630 wotho Island
Wotho Atoll dry for 1 month plus)

Tap ‘kter
1‘,

1200 DalapIsland
~aju.roAtoll

Ron&lap Island Comoosite of
94,000

09% 6 bottles. 120,coo
CMrt included ;j:O& No. 1 N9- 6

to show location
of bOttles on 11,ooo

Rongelap Island 63,000

Rongelap Island Central cistern
of village

RonSelap Island Cistern water from
north part of islad

Rongelap Island Cistern water f~om
northsrn most n~age

p,ooo~

73,000+

8,0C0
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COLLECTION
d/m/ml

SAMPL3
NQ. DAT3 TI~ LOCATION DESCRIPTION (ON SAAfPL3DATE)

——

llcm~elapIslad South cistern in
60,0CW

‘Al5 B M+rch
village

IJtirikIsland Cistern
7,200*

VQ6 9 March
33,000*

v w17 9 March Utirik Island Cistern

IQ Wrch iniwet~ Island D~stillation water
66++

W18
R,onberikAbo1.1

* computed as of 3 Lrch

●
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SAMPLd
NO.

.

S3

S4

S5

S6

S7

S8

S9

Slo

Sll

S12

‘ UdfYn
COLLWTION

LOCATION DEsCRIPTION (oN,S/JiPLLDATE)
TIM——DATE

6 Lrch

6 March

6 March

7 I!arch

5 March

~ March

6 M~rch

6 iiarch

7 March

7 Mxch

0800 Ukiep Island
Likiep AtO~

1200 Jemo Island

1700 ~uk Island
Ailuk AtO~

1300 Mejit Island

1600 &med Island
Yotje Ato~

1730 Eri.kubIsland
wikub Atoll

U.;er layer bare soil
in random spots un-
sheltered by trees or
sh~ubs etc.

Sme as above

~e as above

same as above

Composite of 5 samples
(1beach,3 mid-viUage,
1 back village)

Composite of 2 samples
(1 mid-vfilage, 1 half-
way to beach)

1130 Kaven Island Composit3 of 4 samples
MJoelap Atoll (2 from vi~age, 2 from

~ths to b=ach)

23,000

13,0W

23,000

30,000

15,000

4,300
~

5,500

Composite of 3 samplas
2,400

16s0 yotho Island
;~?othoAtO~ (1 by well, 2 mid-ti~age)

Composite of 4 samples
950

1200 Dalap Island
Majuro kto~ (near ridmtiBldg)

Compsite of 3 sampl=s
270,000

1200 Utirik Island

(Collection date of S1O is
uncertain, probably 3 li=ch 1954

by PBM Szvsy Party. ~-alysis value
given is corrected to

7 iiarch.)

Rongelap Island Soil fron north -N of
l,300,0@*

8 Liarch islmd

8 ?iarch Rongelap Island Center portion of is~nd 7~4~J~0-W

.513 8 March FkmgelapIslad 1 mile north
village

of Rongelap 460,000*

47L/



SAMPLE
yQ.

S14

S15

v

s16

S17

S18

S19

S20

S21

%+s22

ciiii—-

.SOIL SAMPUS (ANALYSI: WORT) COW In

Collection
DAT3 TI].~”

8 I&rch

8 March

li/~gfn
I.QCATION IXNCRIPTION (oN sw,?~ DATE)

Rongelap Island N&r south cistern of
630,000*

village

fiiirippuIsland
35,000,000*

Rongelap Atoll

Eniwetak Island
3,200,000*

8 ~fa~ch
Rongerik.ltoll

Kabelli?Island
20,000,ooo-~

8 M,mch
Rongelap fito~

Utirik Island
5,600,000Wf

9 M~rch

Bikar Island
Zm,ooo*

9 March

Eniwatak Island
l,~o,ooo+++

10 Lkrch
Rongerik ;.t*O~

;.
t

Sifo Island Temporary ~llage
3L,000*

10 March
Ailinginae At011

9 March Bikar Island Foliage, windward side 460,00C+

tim/gm of plant ash (iquiv.
to 1.4 x 104 d/~gm plant as received)

Cu~.putedas of 3 March

Soil values ray be roughly trznslatsd.
to curies per square mile by

dividing byls~ or to ‘/~ft2 bymQtLplying by ’00”

2


