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1. Reference is made to letter this headguarters, J-3/729.3, subject:
Radiological Surveys of Several Larghall Island atolis, adatea 18 larchrldSL

(Secret, Restricted Data).

2. Attached herewith for your informetion and retention are copies of
additional reports and memorands pertaining to the above reference.

3, In addition to the above material, motion picture and still photo- .
graphy was accomplished on various phases of the initial pre~evacuation
surveys and on the reception of natives at Kwajalein. Contact black and
white prints of the still photography are being prepared as furtner rmaterial
to document the native evacustion effcrt. These prints will nct be of rro-
fessional quality and will be forwarded primarily to indicate the over-all
photographic coverage, Distribution will be rmade approximately 30 April
1954, availability of prints permitting distribution to the following only:
C/S US4 (Fxagt), DA (AEC), DBM (AZC), HICQUTERFACIS, CINCPAC, CINCFACFLT,
Ch4FSWP, COMNAVSTAKWAJ, Additional prints in specific sizes and quality,
and motion picture coverage, may be procured in accordance with annex T to
CJTF SEVEN Operation Order 3-53. Farticular attention is invited to paré-
graph 2b, Annex T covering Distribution and Control of photographic
materials by the ntomic Energy Commission and the Department of Defense.
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F. W. CLARKSQN
L'z jor General, USA
Cormander CLASSIFICATION CANCELLED
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subj: Evacuation of Rongelap and

Ailinginae Atolls on 3 ilar 54, dtd 5 Mar 54.

Repert by CO USS F=NSHAW, Ser 038, subj:

Report of Evacuation of Natives, Utirik atoll,

4 Mar 54, dtd 18 llar 1954,

Report by CO USS NICHOLAS, (and 1lst Ind by

CTG 7.3, Ser 0698 dtd 25 Mar 54), basic 1ltr ser

049, subj: Radsafe Survey 8-11 llar 54, dtd 20 lar 54.
Report by CO U3S NICHOLAS, Ser 054, subj: Report of
Rongelzp Survey Trip, 25-26 llar 54, dtd 22 Mar 54.
llemo for CJIF SEVEN, subj: DDE Trip to Rongelap atoll
26 Mar 54, dtd 30 Hlar 54.

M/R: Miscellaneous Radsafe Surveys of Rongerik.

M/R: Kwajalein NYOO Flight ARLE Results.

Drinking ..ater Samples (4nzlysis Rzport).

Soil Samples (4inalysis Report).




UsS PHILIP (DL A98)
Core of Fiest Post Oirice

Sun Frzacasco, Coiitornad

DDE458: VLM :GWA: wk
H2-1
Serisl: 001

5 Mar 1954

From: -Commanding Officer
To: Commender, Task Group 7.3

Subj: Evacuation of Rongelap end Ailinginae Atolls on 3 March 1954;
report of

Ref: (a) COMTASKGROUP 7.3 Disp 020848Z of March 1954
(b) COM JTF SEVEN Disp 0212252 of March 1954

Encl: (1) Passenger lists of evacuees from Rongelap end Ailinginae
Atoll
(2) Radiological statistics reported by monitor teams, Rongelg
end Ailinginee Atolls
(3) Location of weter cisterns,.Rongelap Island -

1. In compliance with reference (a), the PHILIP got underway from

Bikini at 2145 on 2 March and errived and anchored off Rongeleap Island
in the lagoon at 0730M on 3 March. A PBM-5A (VP-29) aircreft, No. 2085,
piloted by LCDR WELCH which previously had been dispatched from Kwajelein
anchored about 100 yards off the beach of the same island shortly before
the PHILIP anchored, Prior to anchoring, the FBY, in good radio com-
munication with the PHILIP, made a thorough reconnaissance flight around
the stoll., Also on departure the previous evening, the Commanding
Officer of the PC 1546 offered much valuable navigational and gencral
information which was of great help to the PHILIF,

2, The beach party including the Commanding O0fficer, Executive Of ficer,
Fadiological Safety Officer and a three man menitoring team proceeded

frem the PHILIP in a motor whale-boet to the P3!' and picked up Mr. Marion
7ILDS, civilian representative of the Civil 4dministration Unit, lMarshalls
Trust Territories of Pacific Islands, and Oscar De3rum, Marshellese in=
tzrpreter. The besch was such as to cllow an easy close-in landing with-
out danger to the boat.

3., The party was met at the beach by John, the lizgistrate of Rongelap.
Mionitoring of the island commenced immediately. On the basis of initial
readings it eppeared obviocus that evacuation was defirnitely in ordsr,.
The Commending Officer, U,S.S. PYILIP presented Nr, Wilds with the gen-
eral picture based on monltorlng information, and on being informed that
Cormmender Joint Task Force SEVEN had stated that the actual evacuation
should be recuested by trust territory officials, Mr., Wilds was very
emphatic rezarding the need for evacuation, Through the interpreter
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it was explained that it was to the best interests of the Rongelap
people to leave the ztoll and that the PHILIP was there for that
purpose, Mr, Wilds was present during all the conversation with
John the Magistrate and was of much assistance as elso was LCDR

V. L. MURTHA, Executive Officer of the PHILIP whose Majuro Islend
Government background proved very helpful in oonvincing the Mar-
shellese that they should leave,

4, The information that the people would leave Rongelap was passed

very quickly., Each person was asked to bring a small handbag as the

only baggege since the monitors readings indicated e high dosage on
sleeping mats, palm baskets, eand other personal belongings., It is
considered very important that once the accepted leader is established

end idantified that all requests be mad® through him without exception, &
This procedure expedited the entire operaticn,

5, It was decided to utilize the PB! to transport the elderly and the
sick to Kwajalein, John designated sixteen (16) persons and this party
v:~3 emberked in the aircraft in sbout an hour and a half after the
perty first landed., These passengers are listed in Enclosure (1) which
is forwerded herewith,

8, Fortunately, ths Marshallese werc not recluctant to leave the islend,
The magistrate explein=d that the psopls had been sick and he obviously
deduced that all of the people would soon be provided the nscessary
medicel care, John was apprehensive about the safety of his boct, a

30 foot sloop. The sloop was towsd by the ship's whaole boat to o betier
lee, Two enchors wsre dropped and the boat appearsd to be in good holding
ground,

7. The forty eight (48) remesining Marshallese wsre transportsd vic two
~hip's whale boats to the PHILIP. Namzs of evacuees are listed in
encleosure (1),

8. De-contaminatiocn of the Marshallese cormanced immedictely upeon en -
barkation., Koutes had bsen previously establishsd and the de-contomina-

‘tior teams on station reedy to guide the passengers to the de-contonina-

tion center (after crew's washroom). Clothing was placed in two G.I, cons
aft ond after a thorough showsr clean clothss were readily available at
the exit, The cr-w donated sufficient white and dungarez trousers,
dungarse and "T" shirts without which the ds-contamination could not have

been as effzctive,
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9, Women and children were billeted in the torpedo room and the

men provided temporary shelter under a canvas tarpsulin rigged on the
01 level betveen the stacks, Cots were available as seats in both
locations., The after officer's head and washroom, a short dis-

tance from the torpedo room was designated for use by the women and
children. The men had the use of the after crew's head and washroom,
The separation of the Marshallese was mendatory due to the limited
space available in the torpedo room, A continuous 24 hour sentry
watch, all petty officers, was set at both locations to insure privacy
ond to assist in any requests made by the Marshallese,

10, All children were providsd milk shortly after de-contamination,
The Marshallese went through the regular mess line for meels end had
the same ration as the crew. The mzat courses was ths least popular,
The mejority of the party asked for more soup, brecad and vegetables.
Hot soup was most in demend, Ice cream was' the natural favorite of
211 the children,

11. The contaminated clothing was washed in the ship's loundry with
a strong soap solution, dried, pressed and returnad within four hours
af'ter the party embarked,

12, Slseping accommodations, slthough crovlod, were considered adequate,
Twelve (12) cots and two (2) strectchoers were set up in the torpcdo room
md the remaining dsck space coversd with kepok life jnckets, The men
slept on the fantail under the deck evming, Life jackets proved to be
comfortable pallets and are exczllent insulation against warm or domp
dacks, With the above arrangemsnts cach person had 2 slseping spaces.

13, The PBM plaoneCommander reported that he thought he sow soms people
on Eninetok Island (Rongelap Atoll)., A party, including John ond Oscar
Ds3rum, th: interprster, landed on this island at 031248H, & thorough
szorch was made but no Marshsllese were located, The Magistrate insured
thz search party that he was certain that there werc no persons there
sirce o boat was not nearby. licnitor tzam readings indicatsd an average
of 2,02 Roentgens, with a maximum recading of 3.85 Roentgoens, lLionitor
tsam stetistics are included in enclosure (2). It was lucky that this
island was not inhabite’,

14, Six (8) samplas of water taken from vells on Rongelap have baen
forwarded in compliences with reference (b)., Approximzte locations of
wells are indicated in enclosure (3). ,
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15, The ship then proccded to Ailinginee Atoll., The ¥ogistrate
helieved it possible that a party was on Enibuk Island. A porty was
landed, conducted a thorough search but found no onc, The ship re-
nmained in the vicinity of Enibuk while the two whale boats procceded
to Sifo Island, A sloop wns sighted anchorcd in the lagoon off Sifo
Island, The party 1and2d and John the Magistrate once agein exploincd
the need for leaving Rongelap, Eighteen (18) Marshallese wore trans-
ported from this island, Both this group, and John, assured the party
thot there were no Marshallese on any of the othor islends and the
evacuation was considered complztod. The sloop was anchored off the
island in a good lee, The same procedures for handling the 18 cvocuces
from Sifo were followed as describzd in the preceeding paragraphse

15, Tho PAILIP departed from .iilinginae at 1800K on 3 March and arrivad

at thz Naval Station Kwajalein at 083011 on 4 lMarch., The Marshallose

were disembarked during the morning of 4 March and removed to the Raval o
Dispensery., On arrival, the PHILIP was visited by Commander, Navel
Stetion, Kwajalein, ond represontatives of Commandsr Joint Task Force
SZVEN,

17. In spite of the willingness of the people to l-ave their homes

therz was understandable concorn over the sefety of the two sloops left
bchind at Rongelap and Sifo. Thesc bosts arc a comnunity asscet for
nauling copra and returning the basic food staples, medicines and
clothing during the period that Trust Isrritory ficld trip ships are

rot svaileble., Tharz was a coasidzrable cmount of ceopre in a drying

shed on Enicctok and o smeller amourt on Sifo. It was most disheartoning
to the lagicirete to leave the copra beshirnd since ho himsslf hzad propar:d
the copra on Znizztok last week, All livestock, including about one
nurdred chicksns =nd ton pigs were cbandoncd on Rongelap, Twe dogs wers
~1s0 12ft on the island, Since the people were not given an cstimate of
ths duration of their evacustion, the concern over the above items will

no doubt increase as the ebsence from their homes grows longor,

18, It is rczcommended that airecraft poriodically check the condition

cf the two sloops at Rongelep and Sifo, It is further rocommoended that
som2 consideration be given to the transfor of livestock, copra and
personal-belongings on Rongelap, Sifo, Eni~ctok. Thare is o possibility
th-t these onimals could be of much value for scientific rescarch,

19, The Mcorshallese werc excellent passengers; most coopsrative, never
smanding ond exemplary in conduct, It was a distinct ploasure for the

crew of the PHILIP to havs been affordad the opportunity to assist these

A. quist psoplz in the evacuation,
lggf/ 0/

ZQng@€o:
TinCPacFlt
CJTF SEvVzn . o G, W. ALBIN

CTU 7.3.1
CTIG 7.1




PRIVACY ACT MATERIAL REMOVED

A LIST OF MARSHAL
ON 3 MARCH 1954

LESE EVACUATED VIA PBM FROM RONGELAP I‘SLAND

NAE SEX_ AGE _ _
1. Male 66
2, Yale 75
3. Femeale 83
4, Male 70
50 Fem&le 63
6. Male 28
7. Female 62
8. Female 52
9. Female 6
10. Femele 17
11, Female 19
12, Femzle 24
13, Femals 78
14. Male 30
15, Male 48
16, Female 59

Paze 1 of Zzclosure (1)



A LIST OF MARSHALLESE EMBARKED ABOARD THE U3sS PHILIP (DDE 498)
FROM RONGELAP ISL.AND ON 3 MARCH 1954

N AME . SEX AGE

1. Male 49
2. Male 43
3. ' Male 37
4, Kele 36
5. Male 44
6. liale . 3
7. Male 30
8. Male 20
9. Male 15
10. lale 12
11, liale 7
12, Male 7
13. Male 6
14, Male 5
15, lale 4
18, YMale * 13
17, Male 2
18, ale 2
19, Male 2
20. Hale 1l
21. Yiale 2
22. trele 4
23, Fenale 59
24, Female 53
25. Fenele 50
26, Femole 33
27, Female 37
28, Femele 3l
29. Famale 30
30. Female 28
31, Femcle 26
32, Fenole ' 12
23, 'ale 60
34, Femcle 4
35, Female 2
36, Female 7
37, Female 18
zZ8., Femnle 15
39, Fencle 15
40, Fermale 13
41, Female ]
42, Fenale 3
43, Femzle 4
COPIE 4%, I:cnfﬂe 3
D, 45, Ferole 2
Lang ﬁ’c{DOf 46, Fenzle 15
o 47, “ele 20
48, tale ) 33

!age 2 ot !nclos”
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fRIYACY ACT MATERIAL REMQVED
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RSHALLESE EMBARKED ABOARD THE USS PHILIP (D

FROl, SIFO ISLAND ON 3 MARCH 1954

DE 498)

NAIE SEX AGE

1, Male 35
2, Male 2
3. Meale 42
4, Mele 4
5. Male 57
8. Female 55
7. Female 13
8. Female 10
9. Female 1
10, Female 19
11. Female 2
12. Female 12
13, Femnle 16
14, Female 2
15, ° Female 16
16. Fermele 37
17, Female 25
18, Female 35

- —

Page 3 of Enclosure (1)
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RAD SAFE REPORT

(Evecuation ond Deconteminatis i of Marshcllese Natives)

I, Data:
[« t RE.DINGS (in MR/HR): : Time of
< :Island .« T hve. + Mmx. : Inhaobited : Readings :
m"q. - L] . [ 3 .
50 : : : : :
%g:Ron;elnp : 1473 1900 ¢ Yos : 031045M
g 4 H : : H :
a :Eni~etok : 037 3650 2 No : 0312454
=t : : : : :
Y :Enibuk 2 445 ¢ 550 ¢ No :+  031545M 1
= Ot : t : : :
HE
3 <:Sifo : 412 : 480 : Yes +  031715M
—
- ¢ H : : 3 :
Totels H 4 PR N : 2 : - - - =
II. DECONTS/INATION:  (PERSONNEL)
1. Decontamination readings are as follows:
Average Readings
: Before tAfter :
: ISLAND ¢ Dacontamination: Decontamination :
: Ronzelap : 60 LR/HR : 25 MR/4R :
Sifo : 40 MR/HR : 15 R/HR :

NOTE #1, Clothin, was slightly contaminatzsd even cfter de-
contominating procsdures werce employad dus to its
rough surface and prolonged exposure to radiztion.
However, maximum readings of less than 50 J'R/HR did
not warrant discarding women's clothing dus to the |
short time it was to be worn,

" NOTE #2, Decontamination upon leaving the ship: 20-22 MR/4R,
COPIED/DOE
LANL RC ~~

Enclosure (2)
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LOCATION OF WAlLS SAWPLED 3 waRCH lysu, RONCGE

B0TTL: #3

BOTTLE #2

BOTTLE #1

BOTTLZ #4
BCTTLZ #5
BOTTLE %0

anclosure (3)

LoF ISLanD.
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USS FuliSHAW (DDE~49G)

$Flect Post Office In Reply Refer to
San Francisceo, Califormia ° DDELY9/LHA: rec
A9
Serial: 038

18 March 1954

cox

From: Commanding Officer, U.S.S. RENSHAW (DDE-LS9)
To: Commander Task Group SEVEN POINT THREE

Subj: Report of Evacuation of Natives, Utirik Atoll, A4 March 1954

Fef: (a) CTG 7.3 conf disp 031220Z
(b) CTG 7.3 conf disp 0320L0Z

Encl: (1) Informal Harrative of Evacuation of Utirik Island Natives
1. In accordance with reference (b), enclosure (1) is submitted herewith.

2. A limited number of photographs were taken of some phases of the evacl-
ation by the ship's official photographer. These are not being processed
and it is later planned to submit prints as a supplement to this report.

3. The four drinking water samples mentioned in enclosure (1) as obtained
from the regular living area, Utirik, were delivered to CJIF 7 on 8 larcn
1554 via Major K. D. Crea, USA, Staff CJTF 7.

/s/

L. K. ALFORD
Copy to:
0 7.3.1

. COPIED/DOE
!} LANL RC

Cm Enclosure (2)

to CIG 7.3 1ltr
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D.FORLAL NARRATIVE OF EVACUATICN OF MATIVES FROM

UTIRIK ATOLL, MARSHALL ISLANDS

Having received orders at just before dawn on 2 .arch 1554, to proceed
to Utirix atol:i, tne Henshaw, immediately departed from the patrol area north
of Eniwetok Atoll and set course eastward to pass south of Bikini enroute,
Speed was adjusted to arrive at daylight the next day and the 40O mile voyage
was completed without incident. :

Meanwhile, rcy activity was evident in Renshaw. Charts, sailing direc-
tions, tidc tables and all possible sources of information on the Atoll were
searched and avidly studied., although the decision that the natives would
be evacuated was not knovn on board until late in the night of the 3rd, plans
were firmed up for handling the people. Scveral schemes werec put forward but
the final -plan was made with the invaluable knowledge and assistzice of z. K.
Tryba, BLC, USI. He had served a tour of duty in trust territories west of
the Narshalls and had experience in evacuation of natives, -

Although the Douglas A. Munro (DE-422) was detailed to assist Renshaw,
her estimated arrival was not until 0L1330i, hence plans were made for the
possibility of receiving on board Renshaw 2ll the reported 180 natives of
the Atoll,

Tre approach to the target Atoll was made from the westward and north of
Tzka Atoll which is only L miles SW of Utirik. It was sighted at about 0&30L.
or. the morming of L4 lLarch and course was set southeastward to pass between
the two atolls. Znroute to the south side of triangular shaped Utirik atoll.
we passed close to the reef on the western side in order to get a leok at
Utirik Fasszge., There wzs no thought of entering this channel inasmuch as
Sailing Directicns were very definite that rio ship larger than a FC should
make the attermpt. lievertheless, a look was desired to determine if charted
bezcons were present (they weren't) and to determine the feasibility of our
bozts entering the lagcen or perhaps even the DE should it be found too dan-
gerous on the soutih side for the evacuation. Theorctically, it would have
sven been possidble for Fenshaw to enter at high tide 2bout 160CLI wren our
18 ft. drag aft would cleer the channcl about 3 ft. if the charted depths
weres correct and if ths sun at our backs made the channil aua corel heads
visible, It was reckoned that the thrill of entering this chenrel Zor the

C.0. would be about like that of hussian roulette.

Upon rounding the Sk tip of the Atoll, course was set castward to skire
tre resf along “rs soutnsm leg which appeared to offer the best leec from
wind and surf for the evzcuation. Fortunately the weather was excerticnally
good with light I'E winds end only moderate swells., At 0735, the ship hove
to at about 500 yds just south of Utirik Is., the largest of the Atoll and
or. which all the natives werc reported to live. At this time trust terri-

qg r7 officials and intercreters had not arrived nor had an ETA been received.
n view of our directive to cormince evecuation et daylignt it was decided

b S e EiCLC3URE (1) S



to proceed at once as best we could until the trust officizls arrived or
if necessary without them. It was hoped that we might find a missionary,
a pidgin English native or even a trust representative ashore.

Conseguently at about O7LO the gig (26 ft. lB) wes launched and a
beach party was embarked with the uxecutive Officer, ICDR V.. h. Easton, USKN,
in charge. He was to try to get ashore as soon as possible, organize the
natives for evacuation and determine the becst location and meens for the
evacuation. Included in this party were the Radsafc¢ Officer, monitor, hos-
pitalmsn, signalman, etc., «s soon as this party shoved off, 2 sccond 0B
was launched with the Gunnery Officer in charge, who was to search along
the reef for a break or a more favorable spot for safe boat handling in the
gvacuation.

Now, as the boats left the ship, we commenced execution of our plans
for receiving the natives on board. Awnings were rigged on the fantail with
side strips from the deck to the redge ropes. sdditional life lines were
rigced for the safcty of children., Fore cnd aft and vertical accesses to
the fartail were closed or roped off and awnings rigged where necessary to
ensure privacy for the natives. The entirc crew's washroom and head aft
(largest on board) were set aside for the natives 2nd for their decontamirnge
ation inasmuch as this is the ship's mein station for this purpose. An out-
side salt woter shower was rigged, a receptacle was provided for their clothes
and sufficient clean dungaree shirts, trousers, ctc., were raiscd by an
appeal to the crew, to thus clothe all the natives. a rig~pen wos feshioned
by closing off access to a 3" gun tub. We planned to tether chickens to
life lines on the Ol deck and let the dogs roam free amongst the populace.

Keznwhile, the Executive Officer and party approached the south shore
of the island at a point about 1500 yds west of the eastem tip. The island
here and clsewherc has a continuous outer perimeter of table reofs =xtending
some LO yds oubt into the water over which thc waves produced a surf of mcdium
size and presentad considerable small bozt hazard. Having selected 2 polint
wrnere the surf was slight and appeared to offer tne best spot, the LXeCutive
Officer commenced paddling ashore in a smell, cre-men rubber raft {we kept
it after picking up a bailed-out jet pilet last f211), which nad a line
ettzcrned to it from the boat. sfter some prugress towards tne beach he
appeared to experience aifriculty witu toe surf ond some unsesn force resulting
in no progress. Considerable humer and some CONBeIT. Were evoked at signt of
the Executive Officer furiously paddling, cach strcke wnirling the raft 120°
around but making no progress. It was later detemmined thet the lire from
boat to the raft had fouled inm the corzl, sccursly ancroring bim to scaward.
By this timc a few of the natives had aprearcd =nd soms of them swam cut a2nd
nelped him ashore amidst friendly greetings.

At 2boubt this time, Navy JRF 912 secaplane arrived from Kvoijalein, landed
in the weste<rn part of the lagoon and commenced taxilng eastwzrd towards

COPIED/D .
LANL g > T —
QAN — 2 ENCLOSURS (1)
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Utirik Is. After establishing radio communications with the plane and as-
certaining the number of passengers, the fxucutive Officer wes dirccted to
cross over to the lagoon side and use the rubber raft or any means to land
the plane passcngers, With the friendly help of the cooperative natives,
the X.0. with the rubber raft, set out in an outrigger canoe towards the
seaplane in the lagoon. But just as hc approached the plane it taxiied away
apparently not distinguishing him among the natives. It had been suggested
- to the plane that if hc had difficulty landing passcngers in the lagoon, hc
might try landing outside thc lagoon near thc ship. Upon hearing this
suggestion, the planc took off immediately and after one try, a trimendous
bounce, anothcr circle and approach, landed ncar the ship about 0915,

Meanwhile, the gig having disembarked the Exscutive Officer was in-
structed by him to procced castward about 500 yards to a small cove where
the natives said landings could be made with more egse and safety. This
was done but calling it a cove is a misuse of the term. Easc and safcty
did not seem to fit the situation either but it did appear lvss dangerous.
By using the zanchor to seaward the gig was slowly worked up to the reef
edge where the Radsafe Officcr and his team disembarked and waded ashore
to the same friendly wclceme, handshakes and "Good Liorning" from every native,
large and small. During this time the Executive Ofiicer had rstummed to the
beach from the lagoon and his try at reCeiving the plane passengers and ag-
vised the native chief to prepare his people for evacuation. Som: of the
ratives who scemed to understand and spokc some broken English werc of great
assistance in this. At this time the ship wes advised by tne X.0, of the
necessity for evacuation on southern and scawer! sidec of Utirik Island and
tnat native boats would be of no practical assistance. The Guanery Officer
in the MiB, after scarching for severz2l miles =2long the south leg of the
atoll, reported there were no breaks in the reef nor landing places of any
kind.

After the gig nad disembarxed the rem2inder of the beach party, it was
returned to the ship hoving lost its ancnor in leaving the reef. It arrived
in the vicinity of the ship just in time to meect tne pianc and take abcard

its passengcrs. They censisted of liarchall Isiend Trust Territory repre-
sentative, Larshall Islend interpreter, and twie public relations civilians
attached to steff, CJIF 7. 4after a bricf consultation on bozrd ard pro-
curement of arnothcr boat anchor, the gip was zrzin dispatchzd to the beaen,
meeting the 1%B enroute and recciving from it = radicman with a pertebdle
SCR-30C radic wnich greatly facilitated the creration. Tnis party wzs met
by the fixecutive Officer and the group then set out for the village., The
seaplane departed srortly for Kwajalein.

EEEE— ’ 3 E:CLOSURE (1)
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Yhile this was going on the Radsafe Officer and his team were making
their survey with radiac instruments sN/PDR-27E. The first rcadings taken
wore op the seaward side of the island where intensities of 110 mr (with
and without beta shield) were found. Readings of 120-130 mr (with and with-
out shield) were indicated along the foot path connecting the scaward side
of the island to the village on the lagoon side. Upon arrival at the village,
several natives were monitored with the following readings common to all; over
all body 100 mr (with and without shield), nands 100 mr (with and without
shield), gonads 105 mr with shield and 110 mr without shield, fest 115 &r
with shield and 120 mr without shield. Since the readings in the air over
the entire middle section of the island was 100 mr, it is belicved that the
100 ar readings stated in this report were due to background intensity <ffects.

Other items monitored in the village and their intensities were; thotched
roofs 125 mr with shield, 130 mr without shield, & water samples from wells
100 mr with and without shield, all food with exception of coconuts 100 mr .
with ardwithout sricid, coconuts in their varicus forms of preparation renged
from 130-150 without shield, fish cleaning table 124 mr witn shisid, 130 mr
without shield. A short field trip was made into the undergrowth and grass
areas surrcunding the village where readings of 160 rr with shield, 170 m
without shield, were found close to the ground, indiczting concentrated and
trarred contaminating particles. The monitor made his way vie prciecting
corzl pieces some 10 yards into the lagcon where the waler gave & 50 mr rezd-
ing with and without the shield. The hospitalman was assigned the task of
collecting water samples and succecded in obtaining 4 samples of drinking
water from L of the most commonly used cistern reservoirs in the vilizge, It
is believed that the very low contaminztion of thc water was due to the
roofs over each reservoir.

Upen arriving 2t the village the xecutive Officer with Trust Territory
official again informed the natives through the interpreter of the necessity
for evacuation., The interpreter was zsked not to sczre the nztives or unduly
rush them. levertheless, he had the floor arnd after a few words, the natives
adly. It was

r=211y moved though it is not believed he shoock them up toc badl;

carsfully explained that we would tzke along their pigs, chickens, dogs, boats
or zrnrtning we could load. But after a conference with the Trust official

in vhich the degree of contamination, decay and ultimate return of the natlves
wire discusssd, it was decided, on reccrmendztion of the cfficizl, to leave
ine livestock and bocts behind. The natives agreed to this and z2fter being
rezssured that their possessions and animsls would be safe until tnelr retum,
begern streaming toward the evacuation beach., TFossessions taken 2long rarely
exceeded tio bundlss each, and one of which was usually a woven pedding mat.

i L Z:CLOSURZ (1)
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At this time, about 1015l, the ship was advised by the X.0. that the
evacuation would commence about 1100 and a life raft was requested for
use in shuttling the natives over the reef and through the surf to the
boats standing off about 50 yards, At approximately 1O04OM the boat arrived
with the raft and the evacuation commenced at 1050, By this time the ma-
jority of the natives were gathered on the beach and ready to go. Women,
children and old people were shuttled out to the boats first, with their
possessions, followed by the men, uch cooperation and assistance were
realized from the able native men whose alertness, willingness and ability
to swim proved invaluable during the evacuation and reduced the number of
ship's personnel required. 4at about 1200 the evacuation was about half
completed but the wind was freshening, the tide was flooding and the surf
was kicking up. The operation became increasingly hazardous znd two raft
loads of evacuees were very nearly upset in the surf. The corel was chew-
ing up the suspension ropes and lattice work of the raft and in a radio
consultation between the X.0. and C.0., serious consideration was given
to ceasing the operation and trying agzin from the lagoon side. Since
this would delay the operation several hours and also was fraught with
danger as already indicated, and sinc& we could see the end in sizht, iw

" was decided to continue. lost of the women, children and aged were al-

COPIED/DOE
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ready gone and no one had been hurt other than a few coral cuts. &nother
raft was dispatcned and the pace was stepped up, though less people were
loaded on each raft and extreme care was cxercised.

Ten .3/B loads of about 15 people each were required to complete the N
evacuztion of the 154 natives. The last raft load left the beach at aboul
12,51 leeving as forlom a set of dogs as you nave ever seen. ot 1251 all
tne natives were on board and none too soon because the wind and surf con-
tinued to increase., The native chief named Compess, hzs been repeatedly

(9%
o™

zsked how many natives were on the atoll and if we had threm all, He was
insistent that all were on Utirik Island, rone were on other islands of trs
atoll, and none were on Taka Atoll, 4 - 5 miles away. He first szid thers
were 161 natives present and proudly brougnt out a2 card index file to prove
it. Careful guestioning however irdicatsd thzt at least two infants had
died 2 dey or two before and that thce old boy 2idn't have tnis ralll reccris
Up to date. The next figure we get was 137 but further questloning indi-
cated he was counting two or three imminent but as yet unborn bavies. Tn
lest figure of 154 was arrived at after a count on board and was concurrs
in by tne chief and Trust officizl. & breakdown was as follows: men 47,
women 55, children under 16, boys and girls, 26 each.

<
-
ko

~t about 1300. when raefts were sccured and boats were hoisted, course
wzs sebt for Kwzjalein to arrive 2t dawn on tne 5th.  at about 13450 we met
tne D.a. iunro (DE-422) coming up from Kwzjalein to assist us but there
was nothing further for her to do out f211 in zstern and return to Rwijalelin.

(TORESTSEEEE 5 X:CLOSURE (1)
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It did not seem prudent to further move the natives around by dividing them
up between thc two ships, inasmuch'as no great overcrowding was evident.
The I'unro had a medical officer on beard and offered his services which
fortunately were not necded. It was comforting to know he was available
however, should any of the pregnant women fall due and payable while on
board.

Reception and handling of the natives on board worked out fairly well
and generally as was expected. Each cne was monitored as they came on board
and readings were around 7 mr/hr which was substantially lower than the
average of 20 mr/hr readings on the beach. This indicated that wading out
to the rafts had helped quite a bit in reducing prusence of fall-out ma-
terial on feet and clothing. Some of the children were routed through the
showers as scon as they came cn board. but it was decided to feed all of
them before starting decontamination of adults. Serving lines were set up
on the fantail using regular steam table trays of food and giving the natives
paper plates, cups, etc, They didn't eat very well, perhops from the ex-
citement or maybe they just don't like mgat loaf. They aid better on the
bread, mashed potatoes and oranges., "~

iAfter lunch the Trust Territory officizl made some suggestions for
ctanging and irproving our facilities which includea careful partitioning
and segregaticn of the women's side of the head and weshrooms. He explained
that under corditions of excitsment end strange surroundings the women are
extremely modest. Then cormenced cscontaminaticn measures and considerable
resistence was encountered, But by procding zad cajoling we manzged to
get 211 about 10% of them throuzh the showers, These were the aged, infim
and sick. Wwith no reaiings higher than 7 mr/hr it wzs decided rct prudert
to force the old peorle in the shovers. [ext ths predblem of clotning arose,
Yie had sufficient clean duigarses for them 2ll e ;l.nned to run ell thelr
clotnes thrsugh the leundry and give them back to put on before leaving the
ship. But here zgain siiff rosistence was encountered. e tried but they
couldn't scer to understand taking their clothes awzy and the women wanted
no part of the dungarees. Clothes were ronitered and since they averaged
only about 3-4 mr/hr it was d=cidcd tnzt the situaticn did not call for sucnh
drastic measures. All of these matters were discussed with the Trust Terri-
tory official, and decisions were ceoncurred in or rads on ils reccmmen-
dations. Careful observation of the natives znd guestioning of the irter-
preter as to their mood, excitement and generzl morzle convincsd us that
forcing ther to give up their clotnes would rezlly snake them up.

ttled dovr on thsir mats =znd generally
whom tocok severzl showers. They were
Sc

me fow of the women, as is their wont,

e
PN

By late afternoon they were s
quiet excert for the kids, scae of
bright-eyed ond cute as could be.
talked quietly but steadily all aftemocn frem the time they came 2board,
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Vie fixed up a fine supper for them of boiled fish and rice with tomatoes

and lima beans mixed in. By this time they had gotten used to thelr sur-
roundings, had reccvered their composure and their appetites. They really
stowed away the chow. This was followed by ice cream and cookies, heavily
sweetened grape ade and some bright colored hard cendy we had left over
from last Christmas. The men were given cigarettes and 211 scemed contented
and happy. Finally, we showed thecm a movie and there was not the slightest
reaction of any kind from any of them the whole time. It should be re-
membered that most of these natives had never been off the atoll and as far

as is known had never seen a movie,

The night was passed without incident and they seemed to rest well on
their straw mats, The weather continued good and since we were proceeding
downwind at a speed of only 1l knots there was practically no motion of the
ship. Next moming they ate and seemed to enjoy a big breakfast of hot
cakes, bacon, bread and jam. After considerable rubber necking as we en-
tered Kwajalein harbor and during the process of mooring to the pier, the
natives were disembarked at about 0509QCH tc waiting buses in custody of e
ComlavStaKwzj. As they went over the side one could not help but observe
and admire the innate dignity of these simple human beings and their raive
but forthright and optimistic attitude towards life. These seemed to be
expressed in a conversation with the native chief through the interpreter.
The chief wzs asked whet they had seen and he replied with gesturcs
indicating 2 large explesion. He was then asked what they thought of 1t .
and his reply was not the negetive one as might be expected that the werld
was corming to an end, but, "The world, we think she¢ etart over again.”

7 E.CLOSUR= (1)
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TxSK GROUP 7.3 FF3/7.,3/10: jmt
APO 187 (HOY), ¢/0 Postrister  416-10
Stn Fruncisco, Cuiitorma 3cr: 0698
25 Liar 1954

FIRST ZNDORSZIENT ON USS MICHOL.S (DDE-449) ltr P-22 ser 049 of 20 Mar 54

From: Cormonder, Task Group 7.3
To: Cormonder in Chisf, P-cific
Vies Cormmander, Joint Task Force SZVEN

Subj: PadSafs Survey 8-11 tiarch 1554
1, Forwarded as a matter of information,.

2. The recormendations of the Cormanding Officer, USS IIICHCL. S (DDE-149),
will be considered corefully if additional surveys of this type arc ro-
quirsd,

"

H. C. 3RUTON

Copy to:
CTG 7.1
CCONMCORIDISDIV 12 (without bnsic)
US5 UICHACL.S (DDI-349) (without basic)




R —— USS IICHCLAS(DDE-449) DDE 449, /row
Fleet Post Office P-22
San Framcisco, California Scr: 029
20 Yar 54

From: Corrmanding Officer
Tos Commamder Tosk Group 7.3

‘Subj: Radsafe Survey 8-11 March 195%

1, The Task Group 7.1 survey party and Mr, Marion Wilds, trust Territory
representative, srrived Rongelep at 0745., 8 Merch and boarded WICHOL.AS
shortly thereafter, ‘lorking parties, as indicated in Cormonder Joint Task
Force SEVEN dispntch 0604002, were made available to Dre Scoville's party,

Dr, Scoville informed the Commanding Officsr that all reports of garma
intensitites ~nd other scientific data would be rzported only to Commonder

Joint Task Force STVEN, He specificelly reguested that no other commonds
be mede informotion addressee, Deoily dispatches indicating results of
RadSof. survey on each atoll, orijinated by Dr. Scoville, were nidressed
accordinzly, On debarking =2t Zriwetok at 0230, 12 iarch Dr. Scoville's
party tronsported all eanrth and water samples to Parry Island. -

2. The following islands, in n~tolls, were visited., Ir, "ilds ccecompranied
working partizs n~shore on all ex-inhabitatzd islands whore nxtive property
wes secursd as directed by him.

2. FRongeleop itoll; 8 and 11 linrch 198%:

(1) Rongelap Island:

(=) L~tive houses were closed up cnd property left in the
open, thot could be ruined by weather, wes moved inside,

(b) One dog =~nd three cats werce killed as poscible moncce
to livestock,

(c) Cne thirty foot sziling schooner was biached ~tove nigh
voter mark ond £illed with sca woter. [lasts wors unshippsd cnd tloced in

=~ shad ~lony with s-ils,

(d) Two sacks of rice ond five s-~cks of flour werz opencd and
pl-ced outside as fezd for pigs =nd chickuns,

(&) Buckets, pws and large cl-m shells wers placed undsr
e~ves of houses to provide drinkinz wntsr for livestock,
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(£) il1 livestock oppeared to D¢ in good condition, It is
pelieved that sufficient water will be available slthough = shortaze of
food is expected to develop in the near future.

(g) Water ond soil samples were token as directed by Task
Group 7.1 personnel and intensity levels were taken,

(2) The isl~nds listed in sub-paragraph (3) through (15) =zre
211 wninh-~bitated except for parties of natives th-t go from Rengolop to
nake coprn, collect sex birds cnd fish, Therc wos no nntive property
found, Irntensity levels were t~ken by Task Group 7.1 persornels,

(3) Znir-n Islonds

(4) .rbar Islmnd,

(5) Busch Island.

(6) E=nialo Islend. .

(7) Znicstok Isl-nd.

(8) /inidjet Isl-nd.

(2) EKnbelle Islond,

(10) Zriiripou Islande.

(11) Lukuen Isl-nd,

(12) Cejern Isl-nd.

(13) Lomuzilal Isl ~nd.

., Utirik Ltoll; 9 ¥iarch 1304
{1) TItirik Islend:

(n) Three crnods ware hwerchod ~bove nigh water morKe

ﬂ :_' u_'-_L - 2
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(b) Houses were closed up ag~inst weather ond property laft
in the weather, that could be spoiled, wos mcved inside,

(¢) Viater catchments were provided for livestock by placing
old p~ns, buckets and large cl-m shells under eaves of housese

(d) Six dogs were killed to protect livsstocks
(e) .11 livestock appe~red to be in good condition.

(£) “fater and soil sarmples were obtained and intensity
levels tzken,

(2) ion Isl-xd:
(2) Uninhobitated - intensity levels taken,
ce Bik-or .toll; 9 Iiorch 1954
(1) 3ikar Island:
() Uninhobitated - intensity lovels token,
d, Rongerik . toll; 10 i‘arch 185%

(1) Enivetok Island:

(=) .ir Force personnel wers loaded zlong with o ship's
working party. Spoiled neat ~nd oihe consuncrles verz dwuzped in the se-n,
Tyuipment weos tosted ~nd sscurcd ageinst the woothsr os dirsctsd by Jir

Forcs psarscnnel,

(b) Tatsr axd soil s~mples were obtained and intonsity
levels token,

(2) The isiends listed ir sub-porasr-ph (3) threough (€) are un-
innobitatad, Intensity lsvels, only, wore todcn,
» )

(3) Rongerik Islarnd.
- (4) Mortlock Isl-nd,

(3) L-todack Island,
(

[
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(1) sifo Island:

(2) Native propsrty, left by pecople who were visiting from
Rongelap Islond, was protected agzinst the weather, Adl clothing, tools,
etc, were placed inside a canvas shelter on top of. drisd pelnm fronds,’qnd
covered with additional canvas,

(v) . thirty foot soiling schocner was moved to o safe anchor-
aze in the lee of Zniustokku Islond, The boat was anchored in a s~ndy spot

in thz evznt that it should sink, Beaching was improcticable duc to the
linitad time availeble,

(2) Enibuk Island:
(2) Netive property securcd, intonsity levels token,

(3) D3Bokonikairu Island:

-
(2) Uninkobitated - intensity levels token,
3, Navigation and gencrel information:
as Bongeclep.Aitoll:
(1) Zntraice can be mads quite readily through South Pass end Lorth
2ast Pass, Vest Pass shows guite plzinly, howevir, no passzgs Wos attemptod

secause soundinzs are not cdeguate, h17i~.~10”1l fixss, using tonzints weors
zood, The 3n~1l 3oat Passz e in the Jorthwsst port of the ~t211 is difficul®t
to s2e ond appe-nrs %o he very danzerous when hesvy swolls ore runinz,

(2) Landinzs can b2 reajily rade on 211 islonds by motor wholebo:t,
On mcst of the islaonds the b‘ ~ch gradiont wns guite stsep, pormitting censy
veaching of boats, L shar oskout should bz rointained at 211 tirzs for
coral heods end dark, je’Won, or darx green, w.Ier ghould bo "31‘,d

be. Bikar .Ltoll:

(1) 3ikar Island Passaze is very difficult to find and possnzs
throuzh ths lazoon is difficult ecven for o srmell boat, = 1-niing was
mode with very little difficulty in the lee of 3ikar Island st low tiiz,
Tt w-s found ~dvisedle to put the bow of the boat og-inst the rsol, which
ris:s steerly ot low tids, cnd lct the party wode ashorz, Tne woter is

the reel snculd

rlyv mmec dzep 2t this poriod of the tide., Backwasn from
be corefully wotched, ‘
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(2) Tn=z island zna surroundin-~ .cter te2ns witn fisn, turtles
and gca Dirds,

¢c. Roncorix Atoll:

(1) Tnz ship dia Ot atteTpt [:sSS @ 1nto th2 atoll ozcsuse of
the poor navigational aids available. It 1s b2lisvza taat a 3snpzilo. dralt
VeSSsl S0uiu sabelisice Vely ilttle alisicuity in weding puSSagv.

(¢) Smail Boatiar is rouch, DUt NOT JSLIIrOUS. EXtreTs cire
stould bz exercised when approaching Bocx Isl=nd as miny coral h2ads &rs
yresent and trns watsr is very shallow.

d. filan;jincz Atoldl:

(1) Only srall bo:t 2n-ry .as nadz. A shello. drart vessel should
" havs very little difficulty making entxy. Navigational cuts wers very pger.

(2) Small boating was rough but not dangerous.
e. Utirik Atoll:

(1) The four beacons shown on HO chart 6023 have been rerlaced
by two black buoys. It is understood that the Trust Territory AKL maxes reg-
ular entry into Utirik Atoll tnrough Utirik Passage. The beacons on and
around Utirik Island are missing.

(2) Small boating is not difficult, but a sherp watch should be
mainteined for coral heads.

L. Recommzndations and Summary:

a. Survsy of these atolls from a DDZ type ves:zzl is somewhat inefficient
in that Rongzlap is the only atoll, of tha five visited, that can be entsrad
and navigated safely, thus limiting the number of islands thzt can be ceverzd
in a given time. Boat handling opsrations outsides the atolls wers difficult
duz to hsavy swells. ith the forces availables, it 1s belizved that ths use
of a IIE is th2 most practicabls solution for similar missions. For oparaticns
subsscusnt to "CASTLI", it is racommended that 2 smallar class ship of shallo.
draft bs usad. This would permit zntry into most lagoons shortesning boal runs,
in somz casss twanty miles.
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b. Make boat entry into windward part of lagoon wheraver possibles.
This psrmits boats to run down wind, speeding the operation and h:=lping to
kz2ep instruments dry.

c. iaintain radio communication with boats. In this raspect, this
command uszd SCR 536 which were the only battsry typz radios available.
Communications were fair. It is recommended that an SCR 608 or similar
small battesry radio with at lzast a thirty mile range bs used if possible.

v d. It was found advisablzs to provide thz boats with ovarlays of ths
‘atolls showing magnstic compass courses betwzen islands and passzs.

e. Provide boats with food, water, binoculars and rifles. Thz last
for protection against sharks in case a man falls over board.

f. Usz stern anchor when beaching to prsvent broaching. Lo not let
boat remain on beach, but haul out and await return of party.

g. Bsach in the lee of island whensver possiblz. -

h. Tt was found impossiblzs to cover all of the islands in zach atoll in
the time allo tted. Rough wsather and long boat runs bestween islands in a-
tolls slowad up operations. Task Group 7.1 scientific parsonnsl dessignated
ths islands they desired to survey and landings were made on all so dessignatec.

i. “erking partizs were kept firmly in hand. Zach working party was
rzouirsd to remain in sight of a commissioned officer and ¥r. Wilds. A4s
far a2s could be determinzd, no native propzsrty wa2s molested or pilfer=d.

jo It is sstimated that the maximum accurulative dosage reczived by any
on2 psrson in th2 partiss was 2.5R. Film badgss, worn by all personnzl ashers,
or in the bosts, have bsen forwardsd to ths U.S.S. BAIROKO for daveloping.

/s/Jd. C. Z_IOT
J. C. 21107

Copy to:
CG. CORTIESOIV 12
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c/o Fleet Post Office p22
San Francisco, California Szr: 054

28 Liarch 1954

Conm——_—

From: Commanding Officer
To: Commander Task Group 7.3

Subj: Rongslap Survsy Trip 25 - 26 March 1954; report of

1. Ths USS NICHOLAS (DDE-LL9) daparted BIKINI Atoll at 1900M, 25 March
195L for RONGEZLAP Atoll in accordance with Commander Joint Task Force SEViN
2311317 and Commandsr Task Group 7.3 232323Z of karch 1954. The fellowing
personnzl from Task Group 7.1 were on board:

Dr. Laurzn R. Donaldson

Lr. Thomas L. Shipmen

Dr. Zdward Z. Hzld

Dr., Ralph F. Palumbo

Ir. Paul R. Olson . ~-
Dr. Thomas MN. Thite

Mr., dilliam W. robbins

¥r. Pascuale K. Schilavons

Vajor Charles M. Barnss, USAF

2. Thz ship arrivad off the South Entrance, RINGELAP Ltoll at 26010C. and
put 2 whale boat in the water at 260630) to msst th2 plans arriving from
Kwajelsin with Dr. cond's party.

3. Thz ship then proceedéd to Northzast Pass, RONGILAP itoll, entzarzd and
anchored. Dr. Donaldson and his perty depertad the ship at O830L.

L. Thz plan2 from Kwajalzin arrived off RONGLAP at C9O5M, was met by the
whelsboat., Dr. Bond, Mr. Yarion Wilds, three Public Hzalth Szrvice Cfficers,
thrze Nativss and mscellansous equipment was transported to ths beach. Tha
plan: was guidsd to an anchorags about two hundrsd (200) yards off shore

from the villags where it was arnchored.

a. Personns=l from the NICHOLaS assisted Dr. tond to accemplish the
following: Capturs five youngz pigs 2nd one sow; capturs fiv: chickzns;
obtain soil, fruit and vegstation samples. One boar was killed and an au-
topsy was parformed on the spot. The arimals and other samples wers plecsd
in cagss &nd trensperted to the plane. DLr. Bonds party deport=d RONZZLAF
at 130017, 26 barch 1954. Thz whalebest then departed RONGZLAF Island and
proczedsd - orth to rzjoin the ship, stopping =t BUSCH and 2'I~ITCK Islend
to measurc radioactive intzensity. : member of RadSurvey T:zm accompenis=d
this boat to condict RadSurvsy on Soutneastern Islands. Dr. Donaldscn's
party worked in the Northeast part of RIIGELAP atoll, collacting fish, soil,
birds, invertebratzs, algzz and vegstition saxples. Ons mamber of Rad3urve)s
Team zccompenied this this party to ccnduct RedSurvey of Nerthern Islands.
It was not possible to collsct rats, zs desired, duz to th2 unsxpected ds-
parturs of ths ship as diracted by Commzndsr Tasx Group 7.3 2602172 of Lzrch

o0k 1954
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5. Dr, Bond expressad the opinion that his mission had b22n accomp-
lished to his satisfaction. Dr, Doncldson stated that his mission has
heen accomplished satisfactorily, lir. liarion Vilds, Trust Territory
Representative requestad that the bozat at ILINGIIIE be beached vhen-
ever practicable, .11 boots ab ROUGZIL.F heve bzen becached by NICACL.S.

6. Prior to the ships departure, throe KT-176/PRC10 rcdios wers ob-
tained by i’r. P, Schiavone from Task Unit 7.1, These rodios wers very
s~tisfactory and far supcrior to the 3C-611-F used on the lest trip.

It is recormendsd that this type radio be used by ships on future trips
if they -re required to operate smnll bozts e long distance from the
ship. Reception was excellent at twenty (20) niles.

7. The ships departure from RONGEL.LP 4Atoll was delayed until 2621301
beceause the motor whaleboat expariznced a fuel pump fzilure on returning

from ¥.33ILLE Island, where they were gollecting rat trapse -

€., The ship rejoined Task Group 7.3 off BIKINI Atell at 27013CG

J. C, ZLIOT

'cgp\[‘D{DOE
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MEIORANDUY FOR: CJTF S3IVaN

30 Merch 1954

SUBJZCT: DDZ Trip to Rongelap Atoll, 26 March 1954

1. Refersnce JTF S3IVEN DTG 2302207 March 1954. Purposz of subjsct
trip, conducted by USS NICHOLLS (DD3 449) was to:

a, BPeach small boats bélonging to Rongelap Marshallzse,
b. Conduct radsaf: re-survey of Rongzlep.

c. Collsct approximately 500 pounds contaminated top soll re-
questzd by A:C Division of Biology and Mesdicine.

d. Collcct samples of sarine 1ifs and vsgstation.
e. Collzact domestic animals remaining at Rongslap village.

2. Ths undersignad acted as JTF SZVEN and TG 7.1 represantativs
and was responsiblzs for sxzcution of lb,and le. Since the NICHOLAS will
make en ovarzll report, and dstailad reports on 1ld and le will bs made
by the projsct officers concerned, the details in this report ars con-
fined to lb and lc.

3. It is notzd that the scops of activities lb and 1ld wes rore
limit=d than had originally b:en plennsd, 4s will be clear frem the rs-
port of thz NICHOL.S, this wes because 26 barch became R-1 after ths werk
startzd, Thanks meinly to ths excellent planning znd menzgemsnt of Cept.
Joszph Eliot and ixeccutive Oificer Cli:ifera Frink, much mores wis accom-
plishzd than might rzzsonably havs been expscted under thsss clrcumstancss.
lc and ls wsrs accomplishzd essentiaslly as pla2nned, but la had to bz
omitted.

L. Ths radsaf: re-survay was conducted by Yr. P.R. Schizvons of 15
7.1, TU-7, using two rzcently calibrated Al/PDR-39 instruments. Readings
on Rongelap Islznd wers taken during the morning 2nd on ths oth.r islznds
durinz th: aft:.rnoon of 26 lizrch.

Island mr/hr

Ronrslep 40 at £830 at standard position zstab- -
- lishzd by Scovill: Survey
3os:h 50 South =nd

fZniaztok ' 90

Labard}j 206

Kabclle 500

ERCLOSUR (5) | S 1 (/



comzu/o

On Rongelap Island, the readings in the huts appeared to be 107-15%
.less thon outside, Inside the huts the rendings at ground level were
about 70% of those at head level, Readings over zrovel 2reas ond

near the cisterns were about 30 mr/hr; inside the cisterns, =bout 10-15

mq/hr.

5. The top soil samplc was obtained from LA3ARDJ Islaond s small
islend well coversd with busheae -nd grass, but without palm trees, It
had been planned to get the sample from KA3ELLE, but this could not be

dore without interfering
6. Special mention

who did on excellent job
on the HICHOL..S, as well

GE

LANL pe =

with the fish 2nd vegstetion collection,
should be mzde of the work of Y¥r., P,R. Schiavone,

of getting supplies and equipment not avail-bdle
as conducting the rad-seofc survey,

s/ T. #hite

t/ T, HITs -

H Division, LASL



SUBJECT*

-

by CTG 7e4)

Miscellaneous Radsafe Surveys of Rongerik

RONGERIK

17 March, 1200 MIKE

Living Area Readings:

Mess hall interior
Hospital interior

walk from hospital to mess
Store room (behind mess)
Exterior store room tent
General Area exterior

eather Station Site Resadings:

Army

COPIED/DOE
1ANL RC

Inclosure 6 .

Exterior areas local
Interior all tents
Interior building

Site Readings:
General area

Interior tents
sdjacent to trailer

40

Z G it

EMORALDUM FOR RECORD:

- 100 mr/hr

50— 75 mr/hr

100

50
100
100

140
70
160

- 110 mr/hr
- 55 mr/hr
- 150 mr/hr
- 150 mr/hr

- 160 mr/hr
- 75 ar/hr
- 60 mr/hr

- 190 mr/hr
- 80 mr/hr
- 180 mr/hr

19 March, 1100 = 1220 .IKE

Landing on beach
Livirg area
Inside mess hall
Inside dispensary
Inside barracks

ZF end of island (Rawinscnde)
Alorng road tc Rawinscnde arsea

Inside weather building
“ork area outside buildin
Army area (around trailer%
Inside foilzge area

Irside tent

L2
60
22
26
23
L7
- 42 - 40
23
60
40
40
19

19 ¥arch, 140C I IKS

. Inside weather building

Living area Still
Inside tarracks
Irside dispensary

21
60
23
25

nr/br
mr/hr
mnr/hr
mr/hr
mr/hr
nr/hr
nr/hr
nr/hr
nr/hr
mr/hr
mr/hr
nr/hr

mr/hr
mr/hr
mr/hr
ar/hr

Cdabp——p——

nalst
L,aist
«alst
T.aist
haist
Jaist

Ylaist
waist
'..aist

~aist
‘.alist
'.‘aist

aist
.aist
aist
Jaist
alst
Tiaist
wailst
ia ist
Viaist
waist
AaiSt
.alst

.aist
“.alst
aist
T.aist

(surveys conducted

level
level
level
level
level
level

level
level
14%el

level
level
level

level
level
level
level
level
level
level
level
ievel
level
level
level

level
level
level
level

3]



RONGERIK COL'T

26 March, 1500 MIKE

Army Site Out
. In

Vieather Site . Out
‘In

Living Site Out
in

L2 mr/hr
20 mr/hr

L0 mr/hr
18 mr/hr

35 mr/hr
15 mr/hr

waist Level
Viaist Level

%aist Level
Waist Level

Viaist Level
wiaist Level

ARMY AREA (Location of samples taken)

Trailer .

| X

~

-

} _Marked by pile of rocks

rd

Tent

{) Horseshoe Pits (

LIVING AREA (Location of samples tazken)

————
I

Mess ] f;) l
_ ~ ; -Dispensary
' lzzrked by
woocden crate ——r
/'\‘ '.__ —_ . — P
.{X!’- , mBarr. -
-——Ratr.
- - - 2’. e -
- . i o ‘ll ‘ ' e /,‘/,
COPKED[DOE
LANL RC



VEATHER SITE (Location of samples taken)

Shelter Tent
oy S
! -Building
|
]
o - T~
o / N . \ !
Jil d ’ ~._. -
C >~
Instrument Case ~ —Road
. \ k
A\
N\

(s/t R. A, House
k. A. HOUSz
Lt Col., USAF
Ch. Tech Br, J-3

JIF SEVE.

i
: _ .



MEMORAN DU FOR RECOFD:

SUBJECT: Kwajalein-NYOO Flight ABLE Results

1. NYOO-Kwajalein Flight hkble, consists of an aerial survey at
approximately 200 feet altitude over the following atolls north of Kwaj-
alein: Lae, Ujae, Wotho, 3ikini, Ailinginae, Rongelap, Fongerik, Taongi,
Bikar, Utirik, Taka, hiluk, Jemo and Likiep. The aircraft are equipped
with scintameters which are sensitive gamm2 radiation measuring instru-
ments with a wide range, designed to measure ground contamination from
altitudes of 200 to 500 feet.

2. Following hwmwet snot at 2618252 March 1954, Flight Able was
flown on the following dates with results indicated: (In mr/hr ground
contamination

Island (Atoll) 271900Z to 280317Z 3020307 to 3102082
lae (Lae) 0 0
Ujae (Ujae) 0 0.2
Tiothe (wotho) 0 1.7
Znibuk (Ailinginee) 6 26
Fongelap (Rongelap) 28 78
Fongerik (Rongerik) 36 58
Sybilla (Taongi) 1.0 0.4
Bikar (Bikar) 0.1 15
Utirik (Utirik) - 7
Taka (Taka) 8 7
Kapen ( 2iluk) 1.6 2.4
Jemo (Jemo) 0.8 2.4
Likiep (Likiep) 0.4 1.0

(s/t) R. h. HOUSE
1t Col., USAF
CnTechOpns BT, J=-3
JIF SEVEN

DiCLOSURR 7
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SAVPLE
NO.

Wl

W2

W3

Wi,

N5-8

W1l

Wiz

W13

w10

Wll

w12

N3

W1k

I AT

(VSR

COLLICTION

DATE

6 March

6 Xarch

6 larch

7 darch

I, March

5 March

6 March

6 March

6 March

7 March

3 March

8 Yarch

8 ierch

8 Xarch

TILE

DRINKING WATZR

Sal

'pLIS (Anelysis Report)

LOCATION

0800

1200

1700

1300

0900

160C. -

1130

1130

1630

1200

0930

Likiep Island

 Likiep Atoll

Jemo Island

arluk Island
Ailuk Atoll

Mejit Island
Ttirik Atoll
Ormed Island
Vot je Atoll®

Keven Island
Maloelap atoll

Kaven Island
Valoelap Atoll

wotho Island
‘Hotho Atoll

Dzlap Island
Majuro Atoll

Rongelap Island

Rongelap Island
Hongzlap Island

Rongelap Island

DESCRIPTION

m/ml

(ON_SAPLL DATE)

Collected from largest
cistern on heaviest popu-
lated island of atoll
Same as A1

Same as N1

Samz as Wl

Composite of 4 water sam-
ples taken by UsSS RINSHAW

Composite: % from catch-
basin

1 from well
1 from catch~basin

1 from well (catch-basin
dry for 1 month plus)

Tap "eter

Comoosite of 94,000
6 bottles. 120,000
Chart included
to show location 24,000
of bottles on 11,000
Rongelap Island 63,000

Central cistern
of village

Cistesrn watzar frem
north part of island

Cistern water from
northsrn rost village

(il Ui,

1

550
1020

2500

L30

100

67

31

1L

17,000 No. 1 No.

6
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WETIR SALPLES (Avei,sis Report) Cont'a

SAMPLS COLL=ECTION - d/m/ml
NO. DATZ TIME LOCATION LESCRIPTION (ON SwMPLE DnlZ)
W15 8 Mercn Rongelap Islend South cistern in 60,000
‘ village
Wib 9 March ~ Utirik Island Cistern 7,200%
W17 9 March Utirik Islend Cistern 33,000%
W18 10 kerch Eniwstak Island Distillation water 66

Rongerik Atoll

* computed as of 3 lrch

copiEn/Dok
LARL RS 7~ 2
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SAFFLE
NO.

Sl

S2
S3

S4
S5

sé

57

sg
S9

S10

Sll

S12

S13

A1

SOIL SiMPLsS (aNALYSI3 RIPOKHT)

COLLACTION
DATE TH.& LOCsTION

6 M_rch 0800 lakiep Island
Likiep atoll

6 March 1200 Jemo Island

6 March 1700  Ailuk Island
Ailuk Atoll

7 March 1300 Mejit Island

5 March 1600 Ormed Island
"ot je Atoll

5 March 1730 Erikub Island
Erikub Atolld

6 ¥.rch 1130 Kaven Island
M.loelap Atoll

6 darch 1630 *otho Island
“otho Atoll

7 March 1200 Dalap Island
hajure Atoll

7 ¥orch 1200 Utirik Island

(1 beach, 3 mid-village,
1 back village)

Composite of 2 samples
(1 mid-villzge, 1 half-
way to beach)

Composite of 4 samples
(2 from village, 2 from
paths to bzsach)

Composite of 3 samplss

(1 by well, 2 mid-village)

Composite of 4 samples
(nzar ~dmin Bldg)

Composite of 3 samples

(Collsction date of S10 is uncertain, probably 3 lerch 1954

by PR: Survey Party.

7 czrch.)

8 iiarch

8 lkarch

" 8 varch

DNCLOSURE #9

COPIED/DOE
LANL RC

anglysis valus given is corrscted to

d/m/gm
DESCRIPTION : (ON SkiPLE DaTE)
Uecer layer bare soil 23,000
in random spots un-
sheltered by trees or
shrubs etc.
Same as above 13,000
Samz as cbove 23,000
Same as above 30,000
Composite of 5 samples 15,000

4,300
-

5,500

2, 400

950

27C,00C

Rongelap Island Soil f{rom north part of 1,300,000

isiand

Rongelap Island Center portion of island 7,400,000 #**

Rongelap Island 1 mile north of Rengelap

village

L6C 000 %+



SKMPLE
NO.
Sl4
s15
516

S17

S18
S19

520
S21

#3522

¢opiED/ D0k
LENL RC

C;i e ——
SOIL S:APL3S (ANALYSIS RAFORT) CONT'D
COLLZCTION ¢/m/gm
DaT3 TIME  LOCATION DESCRIPTION (ON SidirLs DaTa)
8 Merch Rongelap Island Near south cistern of 630,000 3#%*
village
8 March " zriirippu Island 35,000,000 %
Rongzlap Atoll
8 March Eniwstak Island 3,200,000
Rongerik Mtoll
8 M..rch Kabelle Island 20,000,000
Rongzlap satoll
9 Murch Utirik Island 5,600,000:#¢
9 March Bikar Island 280,000
. o
10 Merch Zniwztak Island 1,200,000 %
Rong=rik - toll
10 March Sifo Island Temporary village 84,000 %%
isilinginae atoll
9 March Bikar Island Foliage, windward side L60,00C

# d/m/gm of plant ash (iquiv. to 1.4 X 104 d/m/gm plent as raceived)

#% Cu.puted as of 3 tarch

Soil valuss may be roughly translated to curies per square mile by
dividing by 13, or to d/m/ft? by maltiplying by 6000.

P
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