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SUBJECT: Leparts on Evacuation of Natives and Surveys of Seveml
Marshall Island Atolls RG 326 US ATOMIC ENERGY

COMME3S1ON

TO: See Distribution

Folder~fi~l ~ IC p~~~(;~~fi!
._

? ~c(’)uh~ >4-1 y5-s

1. Reference is made to letter this headquarters, J-3/729.3, subject:
Radiological Surveys of Several Larghall Island fitolisjaatea 1!3~arc&195L
(Secret, Restricted Data).

2. Attached herewith for your tifonnation and retention are copies of
additional reports and memoranda pertaining to the above reference.

3* In addition to the above material, motion picture and sti~ photo- .
graphy was accor.plishedon various phases of the initial Fre-evac~ation
surveys and on the reception of natives at Kwajaleti. Contact black and
white prints of the still photography are being prepared as furtier .raterial
to document the native evacuation effort. These prints will net be of Pro-
fessional qua~ty aridwill be forwarded primarily to indicate the o~’er-a~
photographic coverage. Distribution w~l.1be r.adeapFxmtimately 30,Apn1

1951+,availability of prtits pefitting distribution ‘0 ‘he ‘oUov:W’g Ofily:
C/S USA (M@), !XM (.LEC),DBM (Am), HICOl:TEFIACIS,CINCPLC, CINCFACFLT,
CWWW, COL2;AVSTACWAJ. Additional prints in specific sizes and qua~tY~
and ,notion~icture coverage, may be procured in accordance with &_rieXT tO
CJTF SLWZN Operation Order 3-53. ~afiicular attention is tivited tG ?ar=-

graph 2b, Annex T covering Distribution and Control of photographic
materials by the Atomic Energy Comission and the Department of Defense.
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DISTRIBUTION: = ‘“
CTG ~0 cYs)

“CTG 7.2 (1 Cy)

CTG 7.3 (1 Cy)
CTG 7.4 (1 Cy)
CTG 7.5 (1 Cy)
CINCPAC (1 Cy)

CINCPACFLT (1 Cy)

HICOWM?.PACIS (1 Cy)

COiWAVSTAKIQJ (1 Cy)

DNA/AEC (1 Cy)

DBM/AEC (1 Cy)

Ch AFSLT (1 cy)
CGFldComd (D;JZT)(1 cy)
C/S USA, ExAgt (1 Cy)

USLHDiv (1 cy)
HASL, NYOO (c/o Mgr Opns) (2 cys)
uss REIJSWiJ(DDE-499) (1 c )
Uss PHILIP (DDE-498) (1 CyY
USS NICHOLAS (DDE-449) (1 Cy)

9 Incls: .

1.

2.

3*

49

50

6.
7.
8.
9*

Report by CO USS PHILIP, Ser 001,
subj: Evacuation of Rongelap and
Ailinginae Atolls on 3 Nar 54, dtd 5 Mar 54.
Report by CO USS FdLSWi, Ser 038, suhj:
Report of Evacuation of Natives, Utirik ~toll~
4 Mar 54, dtd 18 I.lar1954.
Report by CO USS NICHOLAS, (and 1st Ind by
CTG 7,3, Ser 0698 dtd 25 Mar 54), basic ltr s=
049, subj: Radsafe Survey 8-11 !’~ar54, dtd 20 ~:~r540
Report by CO CSS NICHOLAS, Ser 054, subj: Report of
Rongelap Survey Trip, 25-26 !!er54, dtd 23 Mar 54.
IIe.nofcr CJTF SZVENj subj: DDE Trip to Rongelap ,.toll
26 Nar 54, dtd 30 hlar54.
H/R: Miscellaneous Radsafe Surveys of Rongerik.
~~/R: K;-:ajaleinNYOO Flight ABLE Results.
Drinking “;,aterSa.nples
Soil Sarples (Analysis

(~nalysis Report).
Report).
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USS PHILI? (LM k98)
C:re uf FL~st Pose Oil’lce
SW Fr~.xlsco, ~illornl~

IlDE498:VLl!:GWA:Wk
H2-1
Serial: 001

5 Mar 1954

From: Commanding Officer
To: Commander, Task Group 7.3

Subj: Evacuation of Rongelap and Ailinginae Atolls on 3 Ii!arch1954;
report of

Ref: (a) COMT.4SKGROUF7.3 Disp 0208482 of March 1954
(b) CON JTF SEWN Disp 021225z of Llarch1954

Erwl: (1) Passenger lists of evacuees from Rongelap and Ailinginae
Atol1

(2) Radiological statistics reported by monitor teams, Rongelq
and Ailinginae Atolls

(3) Location of water cisterns,.Rongelap Island F

la In compliance with reference (a), the PHILI? got underwey from
Bikini at 2145[ on 2 March end arrived and anchored off Rongelap Island
in the lagoon at 0730M on 3 March. A PBLf-5A(VP-29) aircraft, No. 2085,
piloted by LCDR “WELCHwhich previously had been dispatched from Kwtialein
anchored about 100 yards off the beach of the sam island shortly before
the PHILIP anc’lored. Prior to anchoring, the PEW, in good radio com-
munication w-iththe PHILIP, made a thorough recomaissamce flight aro~d
the atoll. Also OE departure the previous evenixg, the Commanding
Cfficer of the PC 1546 offered much valuable navigational and general
information which was of great help to the PEILIF.

2. The beach party including the Comanding Officer, Zxecutive Officer)
F~diological S~etY Officer ~d a three man mozitcring te~ proceeded
frcm the FHILIP in a motor whale-boat to the P:!:and picked up I!r.l’!arion
“;.VLX,civilian representative of the Civil Akinistration Unit, l~~rshdls
Trust Territories of Pacific Islands, and Oscar De3r~., llush~~ese in-
terpreter. The beach was such as to cllow m ~ESY cl~s~-in lL~din5 “5th-

out danger to the boat.

3. The party was met at the bench by John, the Ha=istrate of Zongel%p.
~jonitori~gof the island commenced immediately. On the besis of initial
re~dings it appeared obvious that evacuation was defir.it~lyin order.
The Con?.andingOfficer, U.S.S. FYILIP presented Xr. ‘,:ildswith the gen-
eral picture based on monit~ring inf’o=iation,smd on being informed that
Conme.xlerJoint Task Force S21ER h~d statsd th%t the aotual evacuation
should be re~uesteciby trust tsrrikory officisls~ !.lr.~ilds was v~ry

C@l@o
emphatic re~arting the need for ev~cu~tion. Through the interpreter

%’[ & :E
1

ENCLOSURE (1)
.,‘
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DDE498:VLM:G7!A:wk
H2-1
Serial: 901
5 Mar 1954

it was explained that it was to the best interests of the Rongelap
people to leave the ztoll end that the PHILIP was there for that
purpose. Mr, Wilds was present during all the conversation with
John the Magistrate end was of much assistance as clso was LCDR
V. L. WRTHA, Executive Officer of the PHILIP whose Majuro Island
Government background proved very helpful in convincing the Mar-
shallese that they should leave.

4. The information that the people would le~ve Rongelap was passed
very quickly. Each person was asked to bring a small handbag as tho
only baggage since the monitors’readings indicated c high dosage on
sleeping mats, paJm baskets, and other personal belongings. It is
ccmsidered very important that once the accepted lexder is established
and identified that all requests be made through him without exception~ w
This procedure expedited the entire oper~tion.

5. It was decided to utilize the PBH to transport the elderly and the
sick to Kwajalein. John designated sixteen (16) persons and this party
v:-.~embarked in the aircraft in about ~ hour and a half after the
perty first landed. These passengers are listed in Enclosure (1) which
is for’v%rdedherewith.

6. Fort’wately, the Narshallese ware not reluctm,t to leave the isle.nd.
The magistrate exple.ir.zdth%t the Fsopl? ha? bzer.sick and he ob”JiouslY
dzdc?ed that all of the ?eopls would soon ba providzd the nscessmy
n:dical cm-e. John was ~pprehensive about the safety of his bo:.t,a
30 foot sloop. TF.eSIOOp wzs tow~d by the shipfs whti~ bo~t to c better
lee. Twc emchors were dropped and tt’.cboat ~ppearad to be in good holding
ground.

7, The forty eight (4~) rem~inir.gK?rshallese were tr’asported vic two
-hip’s whale boats to the PHILIP. Nams of svacuses are listed in
~rLclos.ure (1).

8. De-contamination of the L!arshallesecorznencedim~.edi~telyupon en
bcrkatio~. Routes had bsen previously establ,ishadmd the de-cor.tsina-
“tier.teams oristation ready to guide the passengers to the ds-con.tmiaa-
tion cexter (after cre@s wcishroom)a Clothing w~s Placed in ‘V:oG.I. C~~S

aft and after a thorou~h shower clenanclothss wers rzciily avail?ble at
t~.ee~itc The cr~w dcnated s’tificientwhite cindd~%ar~e trousers~
dmgarse w.d “T” shirts without v,~ichthe de-cent-m.inationcould not have
bezn as effsctive.

.
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E498:VLM:GLA:wk

Sericl: 001
5 i!ar1954

9. ll~omen~d children ~re billeted i.nthe torpedo room ~d the

men provided temporary shelter under a canvas tmp~ulin rigged on the
01 level betv=en the stacks. Cots were avzilcble zs seats in both
,locations. The after officerrs head and washroom, a short dis-
tance from the torpedo room was designated for use by the women nnd
children. The men had the use of the after crewfs head and washroom.
Tha separation of the Mmshdlese was mendatory dus to the limited
space available in the torpedo room. A continuous 24 hour sentry
watch, all petty officers, was set at both locations to insure privacy
end to assist in any rsquasts made by the Mc.rskallzse.

10. All childran were provided milk shortly oftar da-contanin~tion.
The Marshallese went through the regular mess line fur meals and hud
the s~e ration as the craw. The mat course was the least popular,
The m~ority of the p~rty asked for more soup, bread md vegetables.
Hot soup was most in demcnd. Ice cream was”the naturnl favorite of @-

ill the children.

11. The contaminated clothing was washed in the shipls laundry with
~ strong sofL~solution, dried, pr=ssed and returned ‘I$ithinfour hours
of’terthe party embzrked.

12. $l~sping accommodations, although crov:~od~ were cm.sidsrsd adzquate*
Twelve (12) cots and two (2) stretchers were set up in the torpedo room
cr,dthe rem~ining dzck space covsred v:ithkapok life jccksts. The men

~.mtail ~der the deck a’:mln&*slept on the .- Life jackets proved to be
cmnf’ort>blepallets 2Yd m-z exczllent insulation ogainst wsrm or dump
d~cks. l.?iththq above cmrcungemsntssach pzrson hcd z sleeping spice.

13. The PI?.!plmeCoamander reported thnt he thought ha S2VI SOITk3 pCOpl~

on EriiaetokIslmd (RongeI~p Atoll). .1pmty, including John cnd Osc~r
Ds!3rum,th~ interpreter, lmdcd on this islmd ~t 0312453!. A thorough
s~%rch ~zs ~ad~ but no ~arsh.~l~s? wzr.eloc~ted. Ths Eigistrcte i~sursd
t’nzsearch party th~t he vns c~rtain that thsre wzrz no persoas thcrs
sir.cea boat was r.~tn~zrby. lio~itortsw. re~dings ir.die?.tzdcm ~v~rcge
of 3.02 Roentgens, with a maximum rexling of 3.65 Roeritgcns. Honitor
teem statistics are included in enclosure (2). It wzs lucky the.tthis

island was n%t inhabite>.

14. Six (6) smpl~s of water ttien from.v.=lIson Ron.gelaph~ve been
forw.rded in compliance tith reference (b). Approxincto locations of
wells are indicated in e~closure (3). ,

i
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5 Mar 1954

15. The ship then procc~ded to Ailinginc,eAtoll. The Ycgistrate
believed it possibla that a party was on Enibti Island, A party WaS
lcmded, conducted n thorough search but found no one. The ship re-

mzined in the vicinity of Enibuk while tha two whale boats procczdcd
to Sifo Islmd. A sloop WRS sighted mchorcd in the lagoon off Sifo
Isl?sd. The p~rty lcnd=d and John the Mnmistrate once again expl~incd
the need for le~ving Rongelap. Eighteen ?18) Marshdlese war. trms-
portad from this island. Both this group, end John, assured the party
th~t there were no Msrshc.lleseon arw of the othar isl~ds Lnd the..
evacuation wss considered conplst~d.” The sloop wss mchored off the
islmd in a good lea. The ssuneprocedures for handling the 18 cv~cuces

from Sifo were followed as described in the prccaeding pmagrnphs.

15, The PHILIP depnrted from ;~ilingin@ at lE?OGH!on 3 M~rch cmd arrivsd

“.tths Navn.1Station KwajcJein at 06301!on 4 Harch. The !Jarshallaso
were disembarked during the morning of 4 Mcmch md removed to the lj~val _
Dispensmy. On zrriv-d, the PHILIP WQS visit~d by CommcndGr~ l~sv~
Stction, Kw~j~lcin, nnd rspresontatives of Conmamder Joint Task Force
:ZTL?(●

17. In spite of the Willingness of the people to l>ZVS their hones
therz was understcmd~ble co~czrn over th~ sefety of the two sloops left
b:hind at Rongelap -Ad Sifo. ThGs2 bozts ~r~ a comnu~ity asset for

hnuling coprz xd retuzming ths basic food st~plcsj r=dicin~s ~-d
clothi~g durizg the period thct Trust Tsrritory fi~ld trip ships ~re
rot ~.v~ilcbl?. Thsrs was a ccnsidsr~ble “mount of copr~ in a drying
s~ded~c ~nic;~tok~~d ~ sn~ll~r ~.oa?t on Sifo, It ,ms most dish?mtzcing

to the l!agistr~teto lezve the copr~ behici since hc hins~lf h~d pr~p~r:d
$:P.2 copr~ cr.Znizstck Izst wssk. All livsstcck, iccludixg about o~e
hwc?rsd chick~cs md ton pigs vjnr~cbandonzd on Rongelap. TWC doz~ v~~r~
UISO left on the isl~>.d, Since thz people v<-erenot givcx W, estir.>tcof
t~$~djir>tio~.cf their evacuation, the co~.ce.~Aov~r the above items will
no doubt increwse M the cbsencs from their hOT.CS gror:s loWJr.

i~. It is r:corrnendedth~t aircrdt periodically check the ccndition
C: the two sloops at Rcngelap znd Sifo. It is ftirth?rrzcor.zxded th~t
s3TA~c~r.sider.ltionbs givsn to the tr~~sfzr of livestock, coprz z~d
psrson~l-bclcmgings on Rongelap, Sifo~ Eninetok. Thsre is c possibility
t+.t thas. ..im.al~could be of much ~qlue for scientific rese~rch..-

19. The !~~rshdlsse v,?rsexcellent pzsse~gzrs, most coopzrativc, nzv~r
d?r~cmdirigm,d zxer.plwy in conduct. It V:ZSa distinct plaasure for the

crew of the F31LIP to havz b~en dfordad the opportunity to assist thzsz
quiet peop13

C@&
in the e~c.cu~tion.

4@$j!!o:
~~$&cpp.cFlt
CJTF SEWN;
CTU 7.3*1
CTG 7.1



., ● PRIVACYACTMATERIALREMOVED

.r-
$..

A LIST OF MARSHALLESE EVACUATED VIA PBM FROM RONGELU ISLAND
ON 3 MARCH 1954

,

NAHE sax —.=——––

M!ale 66
1.

Male 75
2.

Femele 83
3.

Mal0 70
4.

FemriLO 63
5.

Male 28
6.

Fer.zle 62
7.

Female 52
8.

Fema10 6
9.

Fem~de 17
10.

Ferde 19
11.

Female 24
12.

Female 78
13.

M31e 30
14.

I(Q1e 48
15.

Fern-de 59
16.

.

7



●

A LIST ,OFMARSH-IWLESEEMBIRKZD M30A~ THE U3S PHILIP (DDE 498)
FRCXJRONGELAP ISLiJJDON SliiARCH1954

SEX AGE
NMJ ~--—-

.—

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

10.
11 ●

12.
13.
14.
15’.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.
27.
28.
29●

30.
31,
32.
33.
34●

35.
36.
37,
38.
39●

4C,
41.
42.
43.
44.
45.
46.
47.
48.

●

49
43
37
36
44
31
30
20
15
12
7
7
6
5
4
13
2
2
2
1
2
4
59
53
50
38
37
31
30
28
26
12
60
4
2
7

18
15
15
13
9
3
4
3
2

15
20
33

.



A LIST OF
FROH SIFO

PRIVACYACTMATERIALREMOVED
-

MJAsHALLESE
ISLAND ON 3

EMEA?WD ABOf~ THE USS PHILIP (DIE 498)
MARCH 1954

NAIZ SEX ,IGE

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
180

Male
Mele
Male
M21e
1!21e
Female
Female
Female
Fcmmle
Female
Female
Female
Female
Female
Female .
Femcle
Female
FemalC

35
2
42
4
57
55
13
10
1
19
2
12
16
2
16
37
25
35

. -

.
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COPIED/DOE
.b!!!!LRc ~

~ Sm REPORT

(Evacuation and Doconte.minnti:~ of Mnrshdlese Natives)

1. Data:

: Ri3LDINGS in MR HR : : Time of :

~ ;Island : Ave. : MTX● : Inhabited ~ Re~~ings :

ad. : :
: : :

ad’
~~:Rong+l%p : 1473 : 1900 r Yes : O31O45U :

; : :
0S4: : :

:Eninetok : W: : 3650 : No : 03124!5M :

2 $ :
z: : :
~ ~: Enibuk 445 : 550 : No : 03154!3’1:

:
Z o: t : :

: :
HEl
J ~: Sifo t 412 : 480 : Yes : 031713! :

H : :: :
4:

:
4 2 .-:-- :

s: ---:---- -- :

11.

NOTE

- NOTZ

●

DECONTY2I~J;~TION: (PERSONNEL)

1. Deconte.min~tionre~dings are as follows:

p,ver%<sReadings

: Bsfore :After :
:
: ISL[ND : Decontmin~tion: Decontmination :— :
: : :

: Rongelap : 60 ~;R/HR 25 ?)@HR ::
:: ::

: Sifo 40 l!R/Ii3 : 15 UR/i?R ::

F

-#2. Decontamination upon lelvin~ the ship: /2,0.22!.lR3R.

./ * ----
(“

—
/,,’ / 1- / / d

w- r --- r ,, ,+.

Enclosure (2)

.
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USS FdJSHAW (DDG499)
%Fleet Post Office h Reply Refer to

San Francisco, California “ , DDIi499/LHA:rec
A9
Serial: 038
18 March 1954

efficer,u,,,~,HAy 4 ,,,=,,9,

From:
. . .

To: Commander Task Group SEVZh’POINT THREE

Subj: Report of Evacuation of Natives, Utirik Atoll, 4 lda~h 1954

I&f: (a) CTG 7.3 conf disp 031220Z
(b) IYIX7.3 conf disp 0320402

Encl: (1) Inforralliarrative of Evacuation of Utirik Island Natives

1. In accordance with reference (b), enclosure (1) is submitted heretith.

2. A limited number of photographs wer~ taken of some phases of the evac
E

ation by the ship’s official photographer. These are not being processed

and it is later planned to submit prints as a supplement to this report.

3. The four drh.king water samples ,mentionedin enclosure (1) as obtained
from the regular living area, Utirik, were delivered to CJTF 7 on 8 Larcn
1554 via L!ajoril.!2.Crea, USA, Staff CJTF 7.

.

~OFj’tO:
C’n 7.3.1

c Enclosure (2)
to CTG 7.3 ltr

;:;CLOSW2 (2) Serial 0691

I~

—————
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Il;FORIALliARMTIVE OF LVACUATIOI;OF h~TIVfi FFQM

UTIRIK ATOLL, MAhSHALL ISLALDS

Having received orders,at just before dawn on s Uarcil1954, to proceed
to Utiri~ fitol~,tne Henshaw, immediately departed from the patrol area north
of Eniwetok ~toll and set course eastward to pass south of Bikini enroute.
Speed was adjusted to arrive at daylight the neti day and the LOO nile voy~ge
was completed without incident.

Meanwhile, Le:ractivity wcs evident in Renshaw. Charts, sailing direc-

tions, tide tables and alJ possible sources of information on the Atoll were
searched and ~vialy studied. Qthough the decision that the natives would
be evacuated was not known on board until late in the night of the 3rd, plans
were firmed up for handling the people. S.-vera.lschemes were p’~tforward but

the finalplan was made with the invaluable knowledge and assist~]ce of Z. K.
Trybaj B!iCjUS. He had served a tour of duty in t.r’ustterritories west of
the Karshalls and Piadexperience in evacuation of natives, P-

Although the Dou@S A. Liinro(DE-1+22)was detailed to assist Renshaw,
her estirated arrival ~;asnot until OL1330i[,hence plans were made for the
~ssibility of receiving on board Renshaw all the reported 180 riativ.sof
the Atoll,

TF,eappraach to the target Atoll was made from the westward and north of ‘
Taka Atoll which is only 4 miles SW of Utirik. It was sighted at about 0630..

or.the morr.in~of h larch and course was set southeastward to p~ss between
th,etwo atous. ~nrOUte to the soutklside cf triangular shaped lJtirikhtoll:
V:CFassed close to the reef on the westerm side in order to get a lcok at
l.ltirikFzssLge. There was no thought of entering this cknnel inas,mch as
Sailing Directions were very definite that r.ostip larger th= a FC should
Lake the atte,r.pt.I;ever.heless,a look was desired to determine if charted
beacons were pm serlt(thsy werentt) aridto d~t~~Lin& the feasi’oilityof our
boats entering the lagscn or perhaps even the DE sh,ouldit b. found too dan-
gerous on th-c so’titlhsia= for t;heevacuation.. Trlcorctically~it woulciEav=
ev=n been possi’clefor F.enst-,awto ente~-at high Tide about MGJ~~ ~~n~nour
H! ft. drag aft wculd clear the charmcl about 3 ft. if the charted depths
wer= correct and if ths sun at our backs riadcth.sckxn~l &,a cord he&cis
l~:~i~l=, It wzs reckoned that the thrill of er.teringthis charir.el<or the
C.Cl,would be about like that of Russian roulette.

Upon xmur,dingthe S,;tip of the Atoll, course was set eastvard to skip.
the reef alor.E:P: Soutnern leg which appeared to offer the best lee from
.;iir,dand surf for the evzcuatior.. Fortunately the weather was exce~ticnally
good with 3ight ::Ewinds aridcnly maerate s~~ells. At 0735;.:the sbp hove

to at about 5G3 yds just south of Utirik Is.j the largest of the Atoll and
on v;nicnall the natives were re~wrted to Ii}.e. At this time tnst terri-

COP~ED/DOcry officials afidint,erFreters
.$

had not arrived nor had an ETA been received.
~4LRc r,viewof our direc~iv~ to co::nmce cv~c~atior-.zt daylignt itms decided

.



to prvceed at once as best we could until the trust officials arrived or
if necessary without them. It was hoped that we might find a missionary,
a pidgin English native or even a trust repr.smtztive ashore.

Co[lsequentlyat about 0740 the gig (26 fts ~*3) was ~~ched and a
beach party vm.sembarked with the tiecutive Officer~ ~DRV.~ h- E~ston~ UsN~
in charge. tiewas to try tp get ashore as soon as possible, organize the
natives for evacuation and determine the best location and means for the
evacuation, Included in this party were the Fkdsafe Officer, monitor, hos-
pitalman, sigmzlmm, etc. J*Ssoon as this party shoved off, a second ;~?it~

was launched with the Gunnery Officer in charge, who was to search along
the reef for a bre~ or a more.favorable spot for szfe boat handling in the
evacuation.

Now, as the boats left the ship, we commenced execution of our plans
for receiving the natives on board. liwnifigswere rigged on the fantail with
side strips from the deck to the redge I“OFeS. bdfitional life lines were
rigged for the saf~ty of children. Fore md aft and vertical accesses to
the fantail were closed or ruped off and awnings rigged where necessery to
ensure privacy for the nztives. The entire crw:!s washroom and ticadaft
(largest on board) were set aside forth’e natives md fortheird=contw+
ation inasmuch as this is the ship’s main station for this purpose. k. out-
side salt w~ter shower was rigged, a receptacle W2S p~vi~ed for th~ir clotk’us
and sufficimt clean dungaree shirts, tr~’;ssrs,etc., were rziscd by m
appeal to the crew, to thus clothe all th. nativ~s. A Fig-pen W= f=~Oned
by closing off access to a 3“ gun tub. l;eplarmed to tether chickens to
life lines on the 01 declcand let the dogs roar.free amongst the poFulace. .

Xeanwhile, the tiecutivc Officer ?.ndps.rtyApproached ths south shore
of the island at a poir,tabout 15C!LJyds V:estof The =stem tip. T!--sislznd

here and clse::h,erehas a continuous outer peri:.cterof table re.fs extending
so.c-,e4G yds out ir.tothe watzr eve.w whick,the waves produced a surf of m,-ciium
size ar,dpre~eritedconsiderable s~.all bo~t h2Z21%.. Having selected e point
wiert the surf was slight and aFpeared to offer Lr.cbest spot~ the ~ec~~lv~

—

Officer co,mnenccdpaddling asnor~ in a s.=~) cr-e-~~nrwbber raft (WC kept
it after pickin~ up a ‘m?.iled-outjet pilct last fall)~ W-rtiCr.~.ada l~e
&Ab.“,Qcced to it fror.the boat. ~ft~r .scE.c~rtibrcssLOWaraS tne beach he
apFeared to experier,ceaifiiculty Viit[ltrl~stiriL“.isoze unse=n force rcsulttif
in no progress. Cor,siderablehmor and some cmatm were cvo~eci2t sigfitof
tr,eLxecutive Officer furiously paddling, ~ack s~~ke ~n.ir~,g the r?ft l?OO

around but makin~ no progress. It was later det~r~~ti,edtk.~.tthe lir.efran
boat to the raft had fouled in the coral> s~c~r=lY ancnoA~% ~-irL‘o ‘eZ;:ard’
3y this time a few of the rlativeshad ?.pTcarcd2“.2sor.zof thcr.5V;2YT.C’C~ znd

L:lped ‘htiLashore aidst friendly grcet~ngS.

.

.,



Utirik Is. After establishing radio comrwnications ~;ithth~ plane and as-

certaining the n’umberof passengers, the &ucutive Officer was directed to
cross over to the lagoon side and use the rubber raft or any means to land
the plane passengers. \Jiththa friendly help of the cooperative natives,
the X.O. with the robber raft, Set out in an outrigger canoe towards the
seaplane in the lagoon. But just as hc arproachcd the plane it taxiied away
apparently not distinguishing him amng the nltivcs. It had been sug~ested
to tileplane that if hc had difficulty landing passengers in the lagoon, hc
might try landing outside the lagoon near the ship. Upon hearing this
suggestion, the ~l~me took off immediately and after one try} a tr~m~ndous
bounce, another circle and approach, landed near the ship about ()’?l~li,

Meanwhile, the gig having disembarked the Executive Officer was in-

structed by him to proceed east~;ardabout 500 ~-ardsto a small cove where
the natives said landinSs could be made with r.orcease and safety. This
was done but calling it a covc is a misuse of the term. Ease and szf~ty
did not se~m to fit the situation either but it did appear less dangerous.
By using the Zncnor to se~’;;ardthe gig was slowly worked up to th~ reef
edge where the F.adsafeOfficer and his tean diser.bark=dand waded e.shore
to the sane friendly wclccme, handshakes and “Good Lfoming” from every nativ~’.
large and smll. During this tine the Executive Ofiicer had returned to the
beach from the lagoon and his try at re~eiving Kthe pl~~e p3.ssmgers and a
vis~d the native chief to prepare his people for evacuation. Sori,~of th~
r,ativeswho sce.~.edto U.nderstaridand spoke sor,ebraken English were of grest
assistance in this. At this time the ship was advised by the X.0, of the
necessity for evacuation on southern and se2v/ar.lside of Utirik Island and
that native boats would be of no practical assistance. The Gunnery Offic&r .
in the WB, after searching for several.miles zlong the south lec of tklc
atoll, r~ported t~,erewere r,obreaks ir.tb,ereef nor landing places of any
kirid.

3



While this was going on the Radsafe Officer and his team were making

their survey with ra~iac-imstnunentsAN/PDR-2’7E. The first readtilgstaken
wore on the eeaward side of the “islandwhere intensities of 110 mr (with
and without beta shield) were found, Readings of 120-ljO mr (with and with-
out shield) were indicated along the foot path connecting the seaward side
of the island to the village on the lagoon side. Upon arrival at the village,

several natives were monitored with the.following readings common to all; over
all body 100 mr (with and without shield), hands 100 mr (with and without
shield), gone.ds105 mr with shield and 110 .mrwithout shield, feet 115 m
with shield and 120 mr without shield. Since the readings in the air ova?

the entire middle section of the island was lCKlmr, it is believed that the
100 m readings stated in this repofi were due to background intensity effects.

Other items monitored in the village and their intensities were; th:tched
roofs 125 rnrwith shield, 130 mr without shield, 4 water samples from wells
100 mr with and without shield, all food with exception of coconuts 100 m

with ardwithout si.i~ld,coconuts m their various forms of preparation rmg~d
from 130-150 without shield, fish cleaning table 12L mr witn shi=idj 130 mr
without shield. A short field trip was,made into the undergro~{thand grass
areas surrour.dingthe village wh.re readings of 160 r.rwith shield, 1’i’orii

without shield, were found close to the grcundj indicating concer.tr.tedad
trapped contari.natingp2rtiCleS. The nonitor n.adehis way via pm::ctir.g
coreelpieces SOT1e10 yards into the lagcon where the water gave a 50 m rezd-
ing with and wit~io~tthe shield. ‘Ther,ospitaliwmwas assigned the tax of

collecting water sa,~,ples~d succ~Gded in obtafi.ir,gL snJ.Flesof d:”inkfi.g

Wter from 4 of the ,nostcc.~lonl~used cistern reSe~OirS in the vi~egc. It
is believed that the very low contamination of the w=tcr ‘::asduc to t~le
roofs ov~r each.rsss.rvoir.

Lpcn arrivirLg,~tthe village the fiecutive Officer with Trust Territory
official again ir.ferncdthe natives tnnugh the interpreter of ‘~Le~ecc~~itY
fcr evacuation. The interpreter was asked not to scare the nztivss or ur.duly
rtishth-m. ];eVe&.h.ekSS,kk had the flOCr X,d after a fc~:“;ords> ~~~ ‘i=tivcs

r=Qly noved timugh it is not believed he shook them Up to~ bad~~-. It “’:~s
car=full~ ~plained tnat we WOUIG tzke along th~ir piss> c~~~Ker~~~~%sj ‘ooats

=r,:.tnti,gVJCccl.ddload.3Y - BLt after a canfermc~ with the r~~st official
‘in~;klichthe degree of contamination, decay and dtica~ return CI th? r.~tiv~s
v;=r~disc.asssd,it was decided, on recc.nnendatim of the cfficial, to leave
tne livestock ad bo~ts behind. Tn. na~ives z.gre~dta this =-,d~~=er ‘c~iW
~c~ssurad thzt their possessions md ar,i,r~lsv:2uld‘besafb w,til Ir,eirr=tum.,
“o=gar.str.ea~ir,gtoward the evacuation b~sch. Possessions tqker.213P.grzrcly

txceeded t’;:obundlss GaCh, and one of v;lqichv;asusually a woven “~eddfiig.~.~t.
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At this time, about 1015M, the ship WaS advised
evacuation would ~ommence abou~ 1100 and a life raft

by the X.O. that the
was requested for

use in shuttling the natives over the reef and through the surf to the
boats standing off about 50 yards. At approximately 104OM the boat arrived
with the raft aridthe ev~cuation commenced at 10jO. By this time the ma-
jority of the natives were gathered on the beach and ready to go. Women,
children and old people were shuttled out to the boats first, with their
possessions, followed by the men. I!uchcooperation and assistance were
realized from the able native men whose alertness, willingness and ability
to swim primed invaluable during the evacuation and reduced the n~ber of
shipts persomel required. At about 1200 the evacuation was about half
completed but the wind was freshening, the tide was flooding and the surf
was kicking up. The operation became increasingly hazardous ~-d two raft
loads of evacuees were very nearly upset in the surf. The coral was chew-
ing up the suspension ropes and lattice work of the raft and in a radio

consultation between the X.O. and C.O., serious consideration wzs given
to ceesing the operation and trying again from the lagoon side. Since
this would delay the operation several hours and also was fraught with
danger as already indicated, and since we could see the end in si~htj ie
wzs decid?d to continue. Xost of the wonen, children ~d aged were ~-
ready gone and no one had been hurt other than a few coral cuts. hnot her

rzft W2S disp?tCned and the p?.ceW2S step~d Up, thOU@l less P~oPl~ were
loaded on each raft and extreme care was exercised.

Ten 15;Bloads of about 15 people each were required to complete the -
c3v2c~:tior1of LriG15)4fiatives. ‘l’helast raft load left the beech at about
12L5;!leaving as forlorn a set of dogs as you riaveever seen. nt 125L: all
tr.eriativeswere on board and non~ too soon because tr.ewind and surf cor~-
tinued to incr=ase. The ~ative chief na~.edco-.pass,~:ZSb~~n rep=t~~b’
asked rlowr.2r.ynztives were on thleatoll and if we had tk.e.~.all. He was

ir~sistentck,~tall v:ereon Utirik Isl~nd, r-one were or.other islands of tr.e
atoll, and none Vrereon Taka :ttoll,4 - 5 Klle= ~wW. He fi~~t ‘Zid ‘her=
were 161 na~ives present and proudly bro’~gntout a card index file to prouc
it. Carcf’d ?ue=tiOning hLo’I’~everir-ii~~t;dthat at least two infants had
died 2 day or two before and that zP,:oltiboy iidn!t r,z~’e
u~ to date. Tr.enext figure we gc;

t?.iE~~~~~rcC?~?~
was 157 bu~ further ql~estior~in~indic-

ated he was counttig two or three ~~.rfi.e:.tb~.xas yet wn’bom ba’oies. Tr.e

izst figure of 15k wzs arrived at ~ft~r .acount on board and was cor-curr=i
in by the chief and Trust official. A bre?kdowr.was as follows: men 47,
Wor,en55, cb.ildrenunder 16, boys ar.dgirls, ~ each.-



It did not sewn prudent to further move the natives around by dividing tk.cm
up between the two ships, inasmuch’as no great overcrowding was evident.
The IJunrohad a medical officer on board and offered his services which
fortunately were not needed, It was comforting to know he was available
however, should any of the pregnant women fall due and payable while on
board.

Reception and handling of the riativeson board worked out fairly well
and generally as was expected. Each cne was monitored as they came on board
and readings were around ? mr/hr which WaS subst~nti~-uy lower th~ ‘he

average of 20 mr/M readifigson the beach. This indicated that wading out

to the rafts had helped q~ite a bit in reducing pr.sence of fall-out ma-
terial on feet and clothing. Some of the children were muted through tk~c
showers as soon as they came cn board. but it V:QSdecided to feed all of
tflembefore starting decontamination of adults. Serving lines were set up

on the fantail using regular steam table trays of food and giving the nativ~s
-well, perh~pS fr>m.the ex-paper plates, cups, etc. They diti-’tcat Ve~Y

citement or maybe they just don’t like r.$atloaf’. They did better on the
bread, nashed pot~tacs md oranges. *

@)pIED/DQE /’L’
JANL M
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We fixed up a fine supper for them of boiled fish and rice with tomatoes
and lima beans mixed in. By this time they had gotten used to th=ir sup
roundings, had reccvered their composure and their appetites. They really

stowed ~way the chow. This was followed by ice cream and cookies, heavily
sweetened grape ade and some bright colored hard c~ndy we had left over
from last Christmas. The men were given cigarettes and all seemed contented
and happy. Finally, we showed th~m a movie and there was not the slightest
reaction of any kind fram any of them the whole time. It should be re-
membered that most of these natives had never been off the atoll and as far
as is known had never seen a movie.

The night was passed without incident and they seemed to rest well on
their straw mats. The weather continued good and since we were proceedtig
downwind at a speed of only U. knots there wzs pra.cticallyno motion of the
ship. I;extmorning they ate and seemed to enjoy a big breakfast of hot
cak$s, bacon, bread and jam. After considerable rubber necking as we en-
tered Kwajalein harbor and during the process of mooring to the pier, th?
natives w<re disembarked at about 0~09QCLito waiting buses in custody of-
ConifavStaKwaj. As they went over the side one cauld not help but observe
and e.drirethe innate dignity of these si,~.plehuman beings ~d their naive
but forthright and optimistic attitude towards life. These seemed to be
expressed in a conversation with the native chief through the interpreter.
The chief wzs asked what they had SeeKI and he replied with gestUITS

indicating z large explosion. He was then asked wknatthey thcught cf it
and his reply was not the negative one as cigk,tb~

.
expected tnat the wcrld

was c~ving to an end, but, “TP~eworld, w? think she etzrt ever zgzin.II
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From:
To:
vi?.:

Subj:

Z1?DOF32Z~;TOIJWS I?ICHOL1$ (DDQ449) ltr ?-22

Connmder, Task Group 7.3
Corm-riderin Chief, P?.cific
Cormmder, Joint T~.skForce S3WEII

P.wiSdz Survey 8-11 I.mch 1954

“FF3/7.3/10:jmt
A16-10
Ser: 0698
25 ii~r1954

ser 049 of 20 Llv 54

1. For-w?.rdedCS a r.ztterof infgrnmtior..

2. The reconnend~tions of the Cor_nzndin6Officer, USS ljICHCLiS (!223-449),
will be co~sidzr?clc?.refully if lddition~l survzys of this type 2re r2-
quir3d.

● P-

i-i. c. 33UTO;;
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.
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USS iJICHOXAS(DD2-449) DDE449/nw
Fleet Post Office P-22

S~ Frmcisco, California S;r: 049
20 X3r 54

From: Cormw.ding Officer
To: Cornncn.derTzsk Group 7.3

,Subj: Rads@e Survey 8-11 l:~rch1954

1. The Task Group 7,1 su~cy party and W. lt~rion:;ilds,trust Territory
rep”resent~tive,arrived Rongzl?.pct 07451.:,8 Yerch mnd bozrded i~ICEOL.”L3
shortly there~fter. ~-?orkingpmties, P.sindicntcd in Corn-znderJoir,tTask
Force S3V3H disp.-.tch060400Z, were nadc avo..ilsbleto Dr. 3covillcf s party~
T3r.Scoville informed the Commanding Offic~r the.tc1l reports of’ge-~.l
intensities -ridother scientific data would be reported only to Corn.noz.3er
Joint T-.skForce SZ-W:. :iespecifically requ~st?d th?.tno othsr COT---X~S

be made inforr,o.tion-ddressee. i)nilydispo.tchesixdicztizg results of
P,zdSzf~ survey on s>.c’n~.toll,origir-z.tedby Dr. ScoVillz, v~~rc~-jdrcss~d
accordingly. On dab~xkii:~ nt Zziwetck ~,t0~30, 12 ~::rchDrc Sco\-illzvs
pmty trw~sportsd Q1l e~.rthmd vnter ~ampl.s to ?~rry Islnnd. F

(1) Sorgel’?.pIslcmcl:

.



(f) ;.11livestock cppcared to tiein good co~ditiO~. It i~f

believed that sufficient water will be av~il~ble -Jthough n
short%~

food is expected to develop in linenear future.

(g) I;;u.term.d soil s~Ples ‘rerc‘d’en as ‘irectti by ‘:sk

Group 7.1 persorQnelgnd intensity levels wzrz t~en.

(2) The isl-ads listed in sub-p~r%rzph (3) through (15) -e

~11 ~inh:.bitated except for p-.rti~Sof n~tlv~s
thr.tgo fro~~RczgGl?-pto

no c~<tivc prop~rtY
~~e ~opro., collect sen birds ~.cdfish* ‘here “:s7.1 Persor-nel.

found. In.terisityIswls vwre t-ken by T~sk Group

(5) ‘3uschIslrmd.

(14) y-erikIsl-.nd.

(15) l;-.e:.Isl-r.d.

‘0. Utirik ~.toll;9 11’.rch1254

.

2
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(b) ~ouses were closed up ~“.inst we~tiherand prop~rty lsft.,
in the Wezther, that could be spoilsd~ VrX ~.G~~dinside.

(c) rratercntchments were pro~-idedfor livestock by pl:.cin~
old p-ns, buckets znd l~r~e cl-m shells under ewes of houses.

(d) Sixdogsu@re killad toprotect livestock.

(e) .“.11livestock z~pe-:rcdto be in good condition.

(2) Aon Islczd:

(n) Uninh~bitnted - intensity levels t~&en.

d. Rong~rik :.toll;10 :?.rch1954

(3) Rongerik Islx~.

(4) Mortlock Islcmd.

(6) dock Isle.rnd.

.- -.

COPIED/DO~~
UNL Uc ..”
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e. ;.linginm ltoll; 10 !::rch1954

(1) Sifo Island:

(a) l~~tivoprop=rty, left bypcople whomrevisiti% from
Roagelap Isl:zd, ~z~ pro~ect.~d~g~inst thtiwe>th~r. lJ1 clothing, tOolS,

etc. were pllced inside ~ CW.VSS shelter on top of.dri~d pdm fronds,’mid
covsrsd with zdditionc~ cmvnsg

(2) Enibuk Isl~nd:

(3) 130konikairuIslmd: , w

(~) Uni+~bit~ted - intensity levels tc.l:en.

.

h
~. Bikm Ltoll:

-!
cOPIED/DOg~ ,

fANLRc .&
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c. Ron~~rM Atoll:

d. Alilrl~im3 Atoll:

(i) Or’y sT.aAlbo.:tm: ry ias .zaa:. A shdlo , dr~rt vessel should
have very little difficulty making entxy. Navigational cuts ~~ereverY P@Pro

(2) Small boatin.gwas rough but not danEerous.

e. UttiiK Atoll:

(1) The four beacons shoiin on HO chart 6Q2j have been replaCed
by txo black buoys. It is understood that the Trust Territory AKL ma~es reg- ‘
ular entry into Utirik Atoll throu@ Utirik Passage. The bsacons on and
around Utirik Island are missing.

(2) %all boating is not difficult, but a sharp watch sho~d be
maintained for coral heads.

4* Recom.T.5ndationsand Summary:

a. Surv:y of these atolJs from a DD5 t~~e vess:l is somewhat inefficient
in that iiong:lapis the otiy atoll, of ths five visit:dj that cen be ent=r:d
and natigated safely, thus lir,itingth,enumber of islands that can be ccvers~
in a given time. Boat handling operations outside the atolls wer: difficult
due to hsavy swells. “!ithths forczs available, it is beli~v~d that t~i~us:
of a IXX is the most pract.icabl:solution for sinilar missions. For oc:rat.i:fis
s~bsscusnt to “CAS’TL2”,it is reca.m,endedthat a small:r class ship of shalk,,
draft be used. Tt,iswould perr.itentry into most lagoons shortening boat r’uls,
in Sore.:cases twsnty miles.

5
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b. Make b~t entry into windward ~rt Qf lagoon wherever possibls.
This permits boats to run down wind, speeding the operation and hslping to
ksep instruments dry.

c. Uaintain radio comic ation with boats. In this rsspect, this
command ussd SCR 536 which were the only battery typs radios available.
Communications were fair. It is recommended that an SCR 608 or similar
small battery radio with at least a thirty roilsrange be used if possible.

d. It was found advisable to provide the boats with overlays of the
atolls sho’;iingmagnetic c~lpass courses between islands and passes.

e. Provide boats with food, water, binoculars and rifles. The last
for protection against sharks in case a man falls over board.

f. Use stern anchor when beachingto prevent broaching. bo not let
boat remain on beach, but haul out and await return of party.

i%* Beach in the lee of island when=ver possible.. w

h. It was found impossible to cover all of the islands in each atoll in
the time e.llotted. Rough wsather and long boat runs between islands in a-
tolls slo~;sdup operations. Task Group ‘7Ql scientific personnel designated
th~ islands thsy desired to survey and landings werz ride on al-l so d=signat~~.

i. “flcrkingpzrtizs wtir~ kspt firmly in hand. %ch working p.a-tywas
.

rsguir=d to remain in sight of a Commissioned officer and !:r. ?)ilds. As
far as could be deter~rnsd, no native propsrty was molested or pllf~r=d.

j. It is =stirat.d tt.atthe raximum accumulative dosage recsived by any
one psrson in the parties iKLS 2.5R. Film badges, worn by all P2.rsonnelasF1cr::
or in the bca.ts,t?avsbeen for.;:ardsdto ths U.S.S. BA13W0 for devslopirlg.

/s/J. C. =10’T
J. C. ZiIOT

6



(’~ - “41

U. s. s. 3TICHOLAS(1123-L49)
c/o Flzet Post Office

San Francisco, California

.

rlLL4L9/nw
P22
S?I’:054
28 Larch 1954

From: Commanding Officer
To: Commander Task Group ‘7.3

Subj: Rongelap Surv=y Trip 25 - 26 h!=ch 1954; rewrt of

1. Ths Uss NICHOLAS (DIE-449) dep~rt~d BIfl~I Atoll at 19~u 2’5blarch
1954 for RONGELAP Atoll in accordance with Ckxnm@.nderJoint Task Force SEViN
2jlljlZ and Commander Task Group 7.3 232323Z of~arch 1954s The following
personnel from Task Group 7.1 were on hard:

Dr.
Lr.
h.

M.
Ik.
Dr.
Mr.
ii~r.

Lauren R. Donaldson
Thomas L. Shipnm
idward i. Held
Ralph F. Palumbo
?aul R. Olson
Thomas ~1.“%ite

F

hi~iar, \’/.bbbins
?ascuale R. Schiavone

●

Major Charles Y. Barn:s, USfi

The ship arrived off the South Entrance, R.2!GELAP Atoll at 260LOCJ and .2,
put a w!mle boat in the watsr at 260630X to m==t the phn~ arriving from
Kwajalsin -~:ithDr. ~ndls party.

3. Th~ ship then proceeded to ~:orthsastPass, RO1;GZLAPAtoll, entsr:d and
s.ncharsd. Dr. Dorialdsonand his Farty de.=rtad the ship at 0S30M.

4. The plans frcm K~ajflsin arrived off RON(ZLJ.Pat G9051!,was met by tl?=
whalsboat. Dr. bnd, M. Ewion ‘~~ilds,three Public Hsalth Service Officsrs,



im4-i9/!nw
P22
2Z ;:m 1954

5. Dr. !30ndexpressad the opinion th~,this rission hzd bssn accoa.p-
lish~d to his s?.tisf~ction..Dr. Jon?ldson stnteclthat his mission h~s
been accomplished satisfactorily. Llr. !J~.rion ‘i/ilds,Trust Territory
F.eprosentctiverequestsd th~.tthe bozt ~t ~JLIYG:ijIEbe bexchsd vf~@z-
evzr prncticzble. ;.11boc.tsn% RLIITGZL-’&h=e b~en bcsched W ~~I~l~G~-SC

6. Prior to the ships dep~rture, thr~e LT-176I?KC1O rcdio~ wcr~ ob-
t~ined by ;;r.?. Schi~.vonefron Task Unit 7.1, Thsse rzdios wcr<~TGW
sntisfzctory .nd fzr superior to the 3C-611-F used on the lest trip.
It is recorxzendedth~t this type r~.diobe used by ships on future trips
if they vs rtiquiredto oper~te STTl?.~1 bozts F.long dist-hplcefroritha
ship. Reception vz.sexcellent at twenty (20) nileso

e. The ship rejoiriedTnsk Group 7.3 off dIXIEI Atoll ~t 27013CY.

J. C. ZLIOT

2



MEJ!ORANDLR!FOR: CJTF SZVZN

SUBJZCT: DDZ Trip

1. Rsference
trip, conducted by

a. &ach

to Rongelap Atoll, 26 March

JTF S3W.N DTG 230220Z March

30 lkrch 1954

1954

1954* Pw.pose of subject
USS NICHOL~.S(DDJ LL9) was to:

small boats belonging to Rongelap Marshallsse.

b. cond,~ct radsaf~ r~-s~rvzy Of bngdap.

c. Collect approximately Y30 pounds contaminated top soil re-
quested by fiC Bivision of Riology and %dicine.

d. Coil.ct samples of darine lifs and vsgstation.

2* Coll+ct domestic animals rsmaining at Rong:lap vill~ge.

2. Ths undersigned acted as JTF .WVEN and ‘TG‘7.1
and t(asresponsible ior exscution of lb.and lc. Since
,TLLk< an ovsr:ll report, and detailed rsports on ld and
by ths projsct officers conczrn~d, ths details in this
fined to lb aridlc.

representative
the NICl!OL..Swill ~
le will b= made
r~port Er$ cofi-

3. It is not~a that the stops of activities lb and ld W-S r.ors
linut=d thzn h=d originally b=en plmn=d. i.s~i~ be clear frc~ the r~-
pOrt of the NICHOL-.S,ti,~sv&s because 26 Larch becams R-1 after th. wcrk
start:d. Thanks r=inly to ths cxc=llent planning and r,anag.r.=ntof Capt.
Jos~ph ‘Zliotand ix~cutiv~ Oificer CliifortiFrink, much mor= ii~s2CCOT.-
Glish=d than r~ght r:asonabl~ hav: b=an exp=ct<d und=r th=s= clrcw.stznc=s.
i; and 1: wsr= accomplished ess~ntially as plann=d, but la hed to bs
omitted.

.4. Ths Tadsaftire-survsy was conductsd by I!r.P.R. Schizvof13cf ?2
7.1, TU-7, using two recently-calibrated NJ/?DR-39 instruments. R:adir~s
on Ron~elap Island w:re
d~rin<-th. aft:rnoon of

mr/hr

50 South =nd

90

2X

.



,.

On Rongelap Island, the readings in the huts appeared to be l@-15%
less thm outside. Inside the huts the rendin~s at ground 10VCI were
about 7@ of those at head level. Readiags over grwsl ~recs ond
near the cisterns vmre about 30 mr/hr; inside the cisterns- Ibout 10-15
nr/hr,

5. The top soil smnple WT.Sobtained from LLWRDJ Isl~nd e.small
islsnd well covered with bushes cnd grzss, but without pfim trees. It
had been plz~~d to get the smnple from K’.3ELLE,but this could not be
done without interfering with the fish -nd veget~tion collection.

6. Special nention should be mzle Of the work of ‘Jr.P,R, Schinvone~
who did m excellent job of ~ettin; supplies znd equipment not cvail+le
on the I;IHOL;.S,r,swell r.s conduct.inbthe rad-scfc survey.

s/ T. ;hit~
t*/T, itiIT&

H Livision, LASL
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MEJi~MiDflJFOR ~CGm :

SUBJECT: MisceLMews Radsafe Surveys of Rongerik
by CTG 7-4)

RoNGERIK

*

(Surveys conducted

Living Area Readi~s:
/!@ - NO m/hr :jaist level

Mess hall interior
Hospital interior

50-- 75 mr/hr “,,aistlevel

//al.kfrom hospital to mess
100 - 110 mr/ti .;aistlevel

55 mr/hr
~;aistlevel

Store room (behind mess)
50 -
100 - 150m/hr ‘,faiStlevel

Exterior store room tent

General Area exterior
100 - 150 mr/hr “.;aistlevel

]ieatherStation Site R.ead@?s:

Exterior areas local
- 150 -125 <o 160 nr/h.r

7S nr/hr
Interior all tents .

Interior buildtig
;6 - 60 m;/hr

Army

.:

Site Readfigs:
~o - 190 mr/hr

General a~a 70 - 80 mr/hr
lnteriOr tents

Adjacent to trailer
160 - 180 mr/hr

19i!arch. UN - ~2°:n&

Landtig on beach
Q rLr/kr
60 mr/ti

Livti.garea
Inside mess ha~

22 rm/hr

Inside dispensary
26 mr/hr

Inside barracks
23 mr/hr
47 mr/hr

ZSE end of island (Ra~~scnde)

Alor.g road tc Ra~,fis~ndearea Lo -
~ - LO mr/hr

Inside weather bufidi%
23 w/hr
60 mr/hr

“;;orkarea outside buil~n
Army area (around trailer7

40 r~/hr

Inside foWge area
40 mr/hr

Ir,sidetent
19 nr/hr

~~rch. UOC ~~-fi

Inside weather builti%
21 mr/hr

Living area Still
60 mr[hr
23 m.r/hr

Inside Yarracks
Ir.sidedispensary

25 ,m/hr

~~p\EDIDo~
~\IL RC 1

Inclosure 6

~jaist level

:/aistlevel
‘,,aistl~el

1

,aj-s.t, level
.,aistlevel

‘,,aistlevel ‘

;jaist, level
.,aist level
‘,,aistlevel
‘,:~ist,level
“,,aist level
‘.(aistlevel
‘;;aistlevel
,,aistlevel
(;aistjlevel
,aist level
,,a~st level

,;aistlevel

,,aiSt,level
‘,,aistle’~el
‘.;~istlevel
.~.aistlevel



AIITWSite

I;eatherSite

/

out

In

out
“h

26 March, 1500 MI~

42 mr/hr ~!aistLevel

20 mr/hr
~~aistLevel

LO m/hr
~aistj Level

18 m/hr
~;~st Level

35 mr/hr
~jaistLevel

15 mr/hr
i~aistLevel

Living Site
out
In

AWY AREA (Location of

Trailer
.~
!

!.1

Tent

samples taken)

.,

‘ -..

_].[arkedby pile of rocks ‘~ .

-.
.

i!)
-h~.

Horseshoe Pits ~-<’

LIV~JG ARIA (Location
of samples taken)

—- :

I~1 I
Mess ! @ ,

I

,1

-fiispensary

.- I:arkedby
Y;aodencrate

. -\,

(’)(, ,,/_
.—-— —,-- Barr.

..—— —-—-

.——. -----”-
Barr.
_—-— -—-

,.-



. ,.

--
//
.. ,

\;LATHER SITE (Location of samples taken)

Shelter Tent
/- .\ ~--’

——

I

I——

-Ehilding

v
f’> (-~“-l -“n\\/.---.-
& ; .\ \. .“

-%
.

P-
~7 ~strument Case ,

\

\
\ j
) ,,

(s/t R. A. House
ii.A. HOUSL
Lt CoI., USAF
Ch. Tech Br, J-3
JTF SEV&i

o

.

3



MEMOWDWJ FOR RECOP~:

SUBJECT: Kwajalein-~00 Flight ABLE Results

1. NYOO-Kwajaleti Flight Able,
consists of an aerial survey at “-

approximately 200 feet altitude over the following ato~s nofi~ of KwaJ.

alein: Lae, Ujae, ~Yotho,aikini, ~i~ginae~ ~ngel-ap, Rongenk, Taongl~

Bikar, Utirik> ‘aka~ Ail&, Jemo and Litiep.
The aircraft are equipped

with scintameters which are
sensitive gamma radiation measurtig instm-

ments with a wide range$ designed to measure ground conttiation fmm

altitudes of 200 to 500 feet.

2. Fallwif% ~LUL@ ‘not at 261825Z Wrch 1954, Flight Lble was. .

flown on the following dates with results mticated
: (In mr/hr ~round

cont2.minatiOfi)

Isl~d (Atoll)
Lae (Lae)
Ujae (Ujae)
Tiotho (’~iotho)
Fnibuk (AilinEinae)
Rongelap (Rongelap)
Kongerik (Rongerik)
Sybilla (Taongi)
Bikar (Bikar)
Utirik (Utirik)
Taka (Taka)
Kapen (r-iluk)
JerLo(Jemo)
Likiep (Likicp)

2719002 t: Z80317Z

o
0
6

28
36
1.0
0.1
--

8
1.6
0.8
O.L

302030Zt; 31020= ~

0.2
1. ‘i
26
78
58
0.4
15
7
7
2.1+
2.4
1.0

(s/t) Il.A. HOUSE
Lt Col., USAF —-

-y-l-
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DRI~NG ‘~lAT=SA2!FL3S(hdysis Report)

sA}lPLS COLLXTION— ..—
LIA’lL

6 March

6 March

6 liarch

7 March

& March

5 March

6 March

6 March

6 March

7 Uarch

3 h!arch

- 8 y~ch

8 ‘Lrch

&3Mrch

TIME LoCATION

0800 Likiep Island
Likiep Atoll

1200 JWM Island

1700 ~hk Island
Aihlk Atoll

1300 ~ejit Island

0900 U-tirikAtoll.

160C..- @reed Island
V!otjsAto1-.l●

d/m/d
DEsCRIPTION (ON SXYLZ DAT~)

Callected from largest
cistern on heaviest pOPU-
lated island of ato~

SSMS as ‘Al

CompJsite of 1+water sam-
ples taken by USS FLWSMW

Composite: * from catch-
basin

1130 ~aven Island 1 from well

kaloelap Ato~

1130 ~zven Island 1 from catch-basin

~aoelap AtQ~

1630 -JothoIsland 1 from we~ (catch-basin

“flothoAtall dry for 1 nonth plus)

1200 Dalap Island Tap %ter

~ajuro Atoll

093Q

77

550

1020

2500

430

10Q

F

67

31
.

7

14

Rongelap Island Comoosite of
94,0Q0

6 bottles. 120,CO0

~a~ included 47,0W No. 1 ~o. 6

to show location 24,000

of bOttles on 11,000

Rongelap Islad
63,0M

Rangelap Island Central cistern
Of village

73,C3Q*
XanLzlap I~lad Cistsrn wat=r from

north part of Island

Ran~el~p I~and C&tern water from
north=rn rmst vi~age



.

.. .J

SAMPL3
g.

v?At5

‘m?

wl8

COLLECTION
llAT3 TIME IJ)CATION——

6 M-Lrcrl tin~slap Island

9 Mxch Utirik Island

9 March Utirik Island

10 ikrch iniwstak Island
Ronberik Aboll

LZSCRIPTION

South cistern
village

Cistern

Czstern

in

ll~stillationwater

% computed as of 3 lirch

.

2
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Sh3LFLJ3
NO.

S1

S2

S3

S4

35

S6

S7

S8

S9

Slo

Sll

S12

S13

Collection
DATE

6 krch

6 March

6 March

7 March

5 liarch

5 March

6 U,rch

6 iiarch

7 Uarch

‘7lkrch

TIM LOCATION

0800 hkiep Island
Likiep ~tol.1

1200 Jemo Island

1700 AilukIsland
Ailuk Atoll

1300 Mejit Island

1600 Ormed Island
“Totje Atoll

1730 Erikub Island
Erikub Atoll

1130 Kaven Island
L!doelap Atoll

1630 ?otho Island
“:othoj!toll

1200 Dalap Island
Laju.rcAtoll

1200 Utirik Island

DESCRIPTION
d/m/gm

(ON SLLPLi DATE)

U.:sr layer bare soil
in random spots un-
sheltered by trees or
shrubs etc.

Sam as above

Sam as above

Same as above

Composite of 5 samples
(1 beach, 3 mid-village,
1 back village)

Composite of 2 samples
(1 mid-village, 1 half-
way to beach)

Composite of L samples
(2 from village, 2 from
paths to bsach)

23,000

13,000

23,00a

30,000

15,000

l+,30a
P

5,500

.
2, Loo

(1bYwell, 2 ~id-vi~%~)

Cor.positeof 4 samples 950

(near .dmin Bldg)

Coripsite of 3 samples 27G,000

(Collection date of S1O is uncertain, probably 3 hrch 195A
by PE2LS&vsy P=ty. ~-~lysis val~s givm is corrzctzd to
7 Larch.)

8 Uarch Rongelap Island

8 Larch Rongelap Island

8 Larch Rongelap Island

Soil frof:~north part of 1,3J0,0WH
island

Center portioriof island 7,L00,00U-~

1 mile Lmrth of Rongelap L&l,060*

village

IT;CLC5UW #9

.COPIEDIDOE
MNL RC

?7



* h-

SAMPLE
~.

S14

S15

s16

S17

s18

S19

S20

S21

*S22

COLLECTION
DAT3 TIM LQC.TION DESCRIPTION

——

8 W.rch Rongelap Island N~r south cistern of 630,000~
village

8 Wrch &iirippu Island
Rongelap Atoll

8 ~[arch “~iwetak Island
Rongerik .’%oll

35,0m,oo0*

j,200,000’3~

8 M:.zrch Kabelle Island 20,Goo,ooo’~

Rongelap ~to~

9 Wrch Uttiik Island 5,600,000-x+

9 Uarch Bi.kr Island
2&3j~o@A+

10 hk.rch

10 Larch

Zniw:tak Isl~nd
Rong=rik j.to~

Sifo Island Temporary village

i.ilingti=e,;tOll

9 March Bikar Island Foliage, windward side
460,0~:+- ‘

++d/r~gm of plant ash (Quiv. to 1.4 x 104 d/m/gm plant as received)

Soil valuss may be roughly trznslzt~d to :uriss pe~ sq~ar~ tile bY
dividing by 13, or to d/’~~ft2bY ‘*~tiF1y=ng by aJO”

.

2


