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Dear General Estess BEST COPY AVAILABLE

TYwk you for your letter of 3 March 1954 requesthlg cm=ents
cm ‘theBRAVO san:Jli.nzmission mcl s~gestions as to the m.issiom
to Ccm?● For the recoml, yuu my be interested in the d~ta In
Appendix I which representthe samplo mterial collectedby the

* You vill mte that only two alrcmft returned&i.rcraft@ 137iAV0 1

with leGs than 10 6 fissions● TMs achtevemnt 1s tmphcsizd
b< t.?.?iof~ct that on KEG Shot. orily fow $!6

the twelve smpltig
FL’+3 aircraft rctumed with more than 10 fissions, Whm3 In
KI!i3 Shot, none of than collectedthis umunto

Z @.sh to reply to your specific que6tiom3 as follows 8

b. Apart from xmltlplo layers of InterveningC!irrM
cloui ly!n: in banks In the southeastquadrant~this position
s~tisfiwlthe direct~r ca~abilityreq*tire-mt. On approachto
itit.iEIposition at & pregswe titifi~deof 37t5~ f~e~s we ‘@rfJ
flyinE in an~ out of the top of the fiddle cirrus layer. After1
cmpletin~ the photo nission mrieuver$ ve mde a 18C@ turn (to

~ ti)~rightjcm3eltibd ti~~$mfeet 9res~~re Qltlt~e. ~@

Vk cleare~tlm top Or the olrrus by epproximtely 19000 feet dmlu
~ % b return to.a position south of zero point and rende.mms vith the
j

1

recommissance aircraft (Sniffers). Tlmoughmt the timo re~uirti
~ to uo to this southerlyposition,our view of the dcte!lso? tiehl.~.

u ,

v

clo& below 60 000 feet was obscuredby the consaMdQtim of tha
: 1
: ad

u~per ml midd e layers of drr~ i-n its vicbi~. These circ-

:k
stmces caused us ircitially to evaluatethe protible successOf
the Sa%plin: Ellsslorlas very poor. Tho mission VCmM have been

g:
7

0 failureif We N3-36 Iml not been able finally ta find a

5-
G. z positionun?er the overhcn:ingcloud from vhich a relatively

ad Clecr view of its lo~er p~rtiom could be mintainedo If the
!!k ‘ Sniffershod a>wo~chxl over the cirrus9 rather than climbm

throu~htlm clo~ deck, they ml;ht hve assistedin fin3@ a
fcvorableposltlan caller after shot time.<
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Goner&lEstes (Cent‘d)

e, W photo xzlssion did
tissiono

d. The dlrmtions to the
gtven md sklllllilly executed. It

11 W.rch 19~

not interferewith the mntrol

sO@tig pilots ware ww=ly
would be preferred if directions

I hed nd cmzveyed this
di~ection to the WED-29 were

aircraftperfomed its
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