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Frcm: CO,~nd kg Officer
To: Commmder Task Group 7.3 BEST U3PYAVNMLE

Subj: Radioactive cent.amirmtion;summary of for period 1-8 Mrch 1954

R.ef: (a) Appendix IV to hnex G, CTG 7.3 OpPlan 1-53
(b) CO, USS R~IROKO (CVE-115) sec ltr ~f3-4ser 00$ of 7 &r 1954

Encl: (1) Tab~lation of average intensities topside
(2) Copy of reference (b)

1. In accordance Mth refe~nce (a) the following-report of radioactive contaw
ination is sub.itted for the period 3-8 ~brch 1954. &ference (b) contafi~ a
report of contamination and decontamination efforts on 1 and 2 ~~rch 19540

‘At 0830 on 3 March 1954 this si~ipeqtered B~K~~I ~~~~ d Znchored ti:be~h
$:5. Helicopter oper~.tionswere conducted throughout the day, The c~nv= ~th
tub for decontamination of e.ircr?.ftwas rigged on the fligltideck~ aft of mr.ber *
two elcv~tor end all returning >.ircraftthat had Iandcd”on the atoll were Mxled
in the tub’for monitoring and washdown with fresh mtcr. P2ssen&ers were deb~rked

in the tub, nonitWcd~ azndprocessed through the for~zrd personnel decent=-ine-tion
stzti-on,if neces=rye NO f~ther efforts were rmde +m decontanin~te the flighb

deck, however, sever?.1dutails Y:creb~sj all day cleaning out fli~t dsck dr~ins
where high radiation reading were noted.

$

The average intensity in t!icsedv.i.ns

* ~iw ‘2s between 80 and 100 nilli roentgen per hour (&mma only) with one reading as

% F high as 500 nril.1.iroentgen per hmr (gxnna only). Stoppages in these drains w<rs

::$$: -used, for the most part, by excess a~cwfition of ~“~odsPfitersJ ~st ‘Z:-k(cs
and paint chips jmunir.gat the juncticn of two or tioredrain lines while fti

;?Q I g< hoses were bei.r~used to t.ashdown the flight decki
~: ~~*& .4

scrub down followed by a fresh ‘tctcrwipe do~~m. The 40 MM gun and gu director

canw-s covers registered hi@ radiation in spots where inter frmm pretious wash
downs had collected in pools. Fy hosirg md scrubbing with soapy water, the
intensity of Q1 canvas covers w.s reduced below 20 mill-iroentgen per hour
(ganna only). The covers were then stowed in a void on the fantail to allow the
intersit y to reduce by naturel decay. The average deck intensity on the sta~
bard sponsons was reduced to 9 rilli roentgen per hour (gamma onb) by the efi
of the day. The only points of high radiation be$& two cocoa mat fenders which
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1,.;.>rc left over the side as far rcmo~redfrom personnel as possible. Rcpczted
hosings with s?!t water reduced their intensity from 125 to 30 mill-iroer.tgens
per hour (gamma only).

!~e On 4 March 1954, decontamirution work on the pofi gun sponsons WS c~P~h~ed.
The methods used were similar to those employed on the starboard side.
completion of the days work the average deck intensity on the port sponsors was 7
mini roent gen ~r hour (gmma only). The hot spots were ventilation duct screen
and one cocoa mat ‘fendcr~which had average readings of 30 mini roentgen per
hour (gamm Only). The vent screens were removed, placed on deck and sctibbed
which reduced their intensity to 15 rnilliroentgen per hour (g- oti)~

,

5. The average intensity on the hangar deck at 1600, 4 March 1954 W.S 2.7 mill-i
rocmtgen per hour (gamna only). Decontamination efforts on this deck consisted
mainly of swabbing up water which leaked through the roller curtain doors during
hosing down operations on the weather decks. The average intensity in lx?r’khix
spaces below the hang&r deck was less than 2 mini. roentgen per hour (ganunaonly
by 16@0, 4 Ymrch 1954.

6. Decontami=tion efforts of 40 NM guns ati,.un directors were of minor nature.
Exposed gun barrels, gun carriages, md director pedestals were scrubted with
soap and water and wiped down with fres~ T=ter. Contani=tion was highest..in th
lmttom of the empty brass shutes under the elevation gear racksa The Zvcrage
reading l:as5 ~Lilli. roentgcn er hour (gazma only) and the highest was 10 mill-i

Troentgcn per hcur (gamma only on mount 45 which was uncovered during the period
of fall out. The remainder of the i~rk necessary on the guns ~.ndgun directors
was routine n:-intenanceto rcnow corrosive salt deposits.

7* khile at znchor h BIKITJI;.’TOLLthe intensity rwading on the salt water
piping system did not exceed 2 mi.lliroentgen pcr k.our(g?,i~~aonly). on 8 ?flzr
1954, the evaporator drab pump stralfierswere opened on all four evaporators.
The intensity readin

7
‘of the scale accumilaticns WLS fo~nd to be 5 Alli n~~tgcn

?xr hour (=EA O~Y ● Ml fresh water sar.piesfrom the evaporators tested by T--—
‘PUroup ‘?.1have shown 1/5000 micro curries p~r n.illiliteror

Decontamir2tion of the ship was considered completed at
!“!lnrch1954. Decontamination of helicopters and personnel
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CINCPACFLT (less Enclosure (2))
CGMAIRPAC (Less Enclosure (2))
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