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San Francisco, Calif.

J-3/370e05 9 April 195L

SUBJECT: Ibeportson Evacuation of Natives and Su~eys of Seveml
Marshall Island Atolls

TO: See Dietribution BEST COPY AVAIMBLE

410497

1. Reference is made to letter this headquarters,
Radiological Surveys of Several Larshall lslmd -toLs,
(Secret, Restricted Data). ●

J-3/’?29.>, subject:
oatea 18 ~=h 195L

2, Attached herewith for your tiformation and ret=tion are copies of
additional reports and memoranda pertaining to the above reference.

3. In addition to the above material, motion picture and still photo-
graphy was accomplished on various phases of the initial p~evacuation
suxweys and on the reception of natives at Kwajalein. Contact black and

white prints of the still photography are being prepared as further materia~
to document the native evacuation effort. These prints will not be of pro-
fessional qualdty and will be foxwarded primarily to indicate the over+~
photogmphic coverage. Distribution wi~ be made approximately30 Apxil
1954, avaibbility of prtits permitting distribution to the folLowing only:
C/S USA (&Agt) , Dti (AZ), DIM (AZ), HICOLiTWACIS,Cn~cp~\c}c~cpAcFLT)
CMFSWP , COMNAVSTAt’WAJ. Additional prints in specific sizes and quality,
and nmtion picture coverage, my be procured in accordance with Ann= T to
CJTF SEVEN Operation Otier 3-53. particular attention is invited to para-
graph 2b, Annex T covetig Distribution and Control of photographic
materials by the Atomic Eher y Commission and the Department of Defense.
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CTG 7.1 30c S)
‘cTG7.2 (IcY 5
cTG 703 (1 CY)
CTG 704 (1 CY)
CTG705 (1 CY)
CINCPAc (1 CY)
cINCPACFLT (1 Cy)
HICOMTEWACIS (1 cy)
cOiO!AVSTM.AJ (1 Cy)
DMA/AEc (1 CY)
Di3M/AEc(1 CY)
Ch AJW?T (1 cY)
CG FldComd (Dt3T) (1 CY)
C/S USA, ExA@ (1 cY)
L&L H Div (1 Cy)
H&L, ~~ (C/O & @~S) (2 CyS)
uss rmswiiJ (DDE-499) (1 C )

YUSS PHILIP (DIE-498) (1 Cy
USS NICHOLAS (DIE-449) (1 W}

9 Incl
1.

20

3.

5.

6,
7.
8.
9.

.s:
Repofi by CO USS PHILIP, Ser 061,
subj: Evacuation of Rongelap and
Ailingtiae Atolls on 3 Ilar54* dtd 5 ~.~a:e54”
Report by CO USS LXSFAi, Ser 038jcs:b~”
Report of Evacuation of NatlvesS Utlrlk ntolly

4 Mar 54, dtd 18 I’lar1954*
Report by CO USS NICHOQLS, (and 1st Ind by
CTG 7.3, Ser 0698 dtd 25 Mar 54), basic ltr ser
0L9, subj: Radsafe Survey 8

-11 Mar 54, dtd 20 Mar 54.
“: Report of

Report by CO USS NICHOMS, Ser 054, subJ
Rongelap Survey Trip~ 25-26 Mar 54, dtd 28 Mar 54.
Memo for CJTF SEVEI~,subj:

DDE Trip to Rongelap ~~to~

26 Mar 549 dtd 30 ~r 54’
M/R: Miscellaneous Radsafe Surveys of hongerik.
M/R: K;:ajaletiNYW Flight ABLE Bxults.
Drinking Later Samples (Analysis Report).
Soil Samples (Jmalysis Repofi).
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USS F-ILIP (Lhi 498)

DDE498:vLM:GWA:wk
H2-1
Serial: 001

5 Mar 1954

From: Commanding Officer
To: Commander, Task Group 7.3

Subj: Evacuation of Rongelap and Ailinginae Atolls on 3 liarch1954;
report of

Ref: (a) COMT.4SKGRCLT7.3 Disp 0208482 of March 1954
(b) COM JTF SEWN Disp 0212252 of March 1954

Encl: (1) Passenger lists of evacuees from Rongelap snd Ailinginae
Atoll

(2) Radiological statistics reported by monitor teams, RongelQ
and Ailinginae Atolls

(3) Location of water cisterns, Rongelap 1s1and
●

1. In compliance with reference (a), the PHILIP got uodenay from
Bikini at 214%! on 2 March and arrived and anchored off Rongelap Islad
in the lagoon at 0730?4on 3 March. A PBM-5A (VT-29) aircraft,No. 2085,
piloted byLCDR WELCH which previously had been dispatched from Kwqjalein
anchored about 100 yards off the beach of the same island shortly before
the PHILIP an:’lored. Prior to anchoring, the PB1;,in good radio com-
munication with the PHILIP, made a thorc’~ghreconnaissanceflight around
the atoll. Also on departure the previz.z evening, the Commending
Officer of the PC 1546 offered much val.tiblenavigationeJ and general
information which was of great help to the PHILIP.

2. The beach party including the Commanding Officer, Executive Officer,
Radiological Safety Officer and a three men monitoring team proceeded
from the PHILIP in a motor whale-boat to the PBM and picked up Mr. Marion
WILDS, civilian representative of the Civil Administraticr.Unit, Maraholls
Trust Territories of Pacific Islands, md Oscar ~e~r~, M~sh~lese in-
terpreter. The beach was such as to allow an easy close-in landing with-
out danger to the boat.

3. The party was met at the bench by John, the Magistrate of Rongelap.
Monitoring of the island commenced immediately. On the basis of initial
recidingsit appeared obvious that ev~cuation was definitely in ordar.
The Commanding Officer, U.S.S. PHILIP presented Mr. Wilds with the gen-
eral picture based on monitoring information, end on being informed that
Commeader Joint Task Force SEVEN had stated that the actual evacuation
should be re?uested by trust territory officials, Mr. Wilds was very

CoP/@,
emphatic regarding the need for ev~cuation. Through the interpreter

44&
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ENCLOSURE (1)
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H2-1
Serial: 501
5 Mar 1954

it was explained that it was to the best interests of the Rongelap
people to leave the tioll and that the PHILIP was there for that
purpose. Mr. Vilds wos present during eJl the conversationwith
John the Magistrate and WM of much assistance as also wcs LC2R
V. L. MURTHA, Executiva Officer of the FHIL;F whose Majuro Isl=nd
Government background proved very helpful in ocwr?incir.gthe Ms.r-
ehellese that they should leave,

,,
4, The information that the peopls would leave Rmgslap was passed
v~?y quickly. Each person was asked to bring a small handbag as tho
only baggage siace the monitors”readingsindicatsd c high dosage on
sleeping mats, palm baskets, end other personal belongings, It is
considered very important that once the accepted laader is established
and identified that all requests be mada through him without exception.
This procedure expedited the entire opar.ation.

5. It was decided to utilize the PB!!to transport the eldsrly and the
sick to Kwajalein. John designated sixteen (16) persons and this p~rty
Y-.Sembarked in the aircraft in about an hour and a half after the
perty first landed. These passsngsrs are listed in Enclosure (1) which
is fonwrded herewith.

6, Fortunately, the Marshdlese were not reluctcnt to leave the islcnd.
The magistrate explainsd thst the peoplz had been sick and he obviously
d~duced that all of the people would soon be provided ths necessruy
medical care. John was sapprehensivaabout the safety >i’his bozt, a
30 foot sloop. The sloop WLS towed by the shipls whclc boat to a bettzr
lee. Two anchors were dropped md the boat appeared to be in good holding
ground.

7. The forty eight (48) remaining Marshcdlesa W:re trmsported via *
-hip’s whale boats to the F131LIP. Names of evacuees are listed in
enclosure (l).

8. De-contamin~tion of the Marshallcse commenc~d imnedi~tely upon en
barkation. Routes had b?en previously ~stablishad ~d th~ d~-cont~.i~~-
‘tionteams on station reedy to guide the passengers to the ds-contcmiaa-
tion center (after craw’s w-broom). Clothing W@S placed in two ‘“I* cms
oft and cfter a thorough shower clean cloths wcra ra,adilyavailable at
the exit. The cr?w donated sufficient white md dungmee trousers,
dungaree ~d “T” shirts without which the de-contmninationcould.not have
been as effective.

2
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9. Women end children were billeted i: the torpedo room and the
men provided to~porary shelter under a canvas tarpadin rigged on the
01 level betv.ee?the stacks. Cots were avzilcble 9S seats in both
,locations. Tt..after officer’s h~ad and washroom, a short dis-
tance from the torpedo room was desigr.atedfor use by the women and
childran. The men had the use of tha
Tha separation of the Marshdlose was
space available in the torpedo room.
wc.tch,all petty officers, was set at
and

10.
The
the
The
Hot
all

11.

to assist in cny requests made by

aftar crewts head and washroom.
mmdatory due to the limited
A continuous 24 hour sentq
both loc~tions to insure privacy
ths Mnrshalless.

All children were providad milk shotily after ds-contanin~tion.
Marsh.allesewant through the regular mess line for maels and had
same ration as the craw. The maat coursz was the least popular.
msjority of the party asked for more SOUp, bread and vaget~bles.
soup was most in demmd. Ice cram W%S th~ naturnl favorite of
the children. ●

The contaminated clothing was washed i~ the shipts laundry with
3 strong soap solution, dried, pressed md returned within four hours
after the party embarked.

~od, ~re considered adequatec12. Sleeping accommodations, although crow.
JWelve (12) cots and two (2) stretchers a=re set Up in the torpedo room
and the remaining deck space covered vrlthkapok life jnckets. Thz men
slept on the fantail under the deck avming. Life jackets provtidto be
comfort?blc pallats cmd are excellent insulation ag~inst warm or dmp
clacks. ‘Withths above arrangements each person had Q sleeping space.

13* The PBM pl~Commander reportad thnt he thought ho saw SOEM people
on Eniaetok Island (Rongalap Atoll). A pe.rty,including John and Oscar
DeBrum, tha interpreter, laded on this island at 031245M. A thorough
se=rch was made but no Marshzillesewere located. Thz hlagistrateinsured
thz aenrch party th~t he was c~rtain th~t there wcro no parsons there
siccc n boat was not nemby. Monitor team readings indic:.tedon nv~r~ge
of 3.02 Roentgons, with a mcximum reading of 3,65 Roentgcns. Monitor
tam statistics sre included in enclosure (2). It WM lucky that this
island was not inhabite’.

14. Six (6) smplss of water taken from wells on Rongclap hmre baen
forwnrded in compliance tith refarance (b). Approxim2ta locations of
wells are indicated in enclosure (3).

%q..
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15. The ship thin,proce~ded to Ailinginnc Atoll. The Yngistr?tc
bcliov~d it possibls that a party wss on Enibuk Island. A party WTS
lmded, conducted a ? -rough search but found no one* The ship re-
mlinod in the vicinity of Enibuk while the two fiale boats proc~~dcd
to Sifo Isl=d. A sloop was sighted mchorcd in the logoon off Sifo
Island. The party Innded @d John the Ms~istr~te once ag~in explcinsd
the n~ed for les~-ingRongelap. Eighteen ?18) Mzrshcllcse ware trms-
ported from this islend. Both this group, end Jo~, assured the P~Y
thzt there wero no M~rshdl~se on any of the othar islands and the
zv~cu~tion vms considdr~d co?+pl~t~d. Ths sloop wzs anchored off the
isl~~d in Q good lea. The same procedures for hsndling the 18 cvzcucss
from Sifo were followed as dascribsd in ths pr~caeding par~graphso

16, Tha P7?ILIPdepcrted from ;~ilinginceat 1800M on 3 M~ch md arrivsd
~t thz NZVR1 Station Kww”-dein cit0S301:.on 4 lhrch. The Mmshallosc
were disembarked during the mormin~ of 4 ld~rchxnd removed to the NavQl
Dispensary. b c.rriv~, the PHILIP was visitJd by Corcnznd~r,Nzvd
Stztion, Kwaj-ilain,ond r~pre~ontntives of Conmand~r Joint Task Force
Szvm●

17. In spite of the willingness of th~ peoplz to l.av~ their homss
ther~ WAS Understandlblc conc~rn over tb.:s~ety Of the two SIOOpS l;ft

behind at Rongelap cnd Sifo, Th~se bo~ts arc a community assst for
h~uling copra cnd returning the basic food staples, medicines and
clothing during the period thct Trust Territory fi~ld trip ships Ire
not e.v~ilable. Thsrc was n considzr%ble ~mount of copre in s drying
shed on Eniactok nnd a sm~l~r mount on SifO~ It was most dishcart;ning
to the Magistrate to lezva tho copr~ behind since hs hims~lf h~d prcp:rcd
th? copr~ or Er.iLStokIsst we?k- All livestock, including about ono
hundred chickens ~nd ton pigs were ~bandon~d on Rongclap. Twc dogs w~re
dEG left on the islmd. Since the people wore not given an cstim~t~ of
th~ duration of,their evacuation, the concern over the nbov~ items WL1l

no doubt increase as the absence from their homzs grows longer.

18. It is recommended th~t aircraft periodically ohcck the condition
of the two sloops at Rongel~p and Sifo. It is further rocommcndedthlt
some consideration bc givsn to the transf~r of livestock, copru md
personal belongings on Rongelep, Sifo, Eniwtok. There is u possibility
thtt these animals could be of much v~luc for scimtific resticrch.

19. The Mmshallese woro excollsnt pcsseng~rs, most cooparzt~vc, nm’~r
demonding cnd axemplary in conduct. It wns a distinct plozsuro for the
crew of tha PHILIP to hav~ baen affordad the opportunity to nssist th;ss

UNCLASW!ED
CJTF SEVEX
CTU 7.301
CTG 7.1

G, W. ALBIN
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PRIVACYACTMATERIALREMOVED
UNCMSSIFIED

A LIST OF WHALLESE EVACUATED VIA PBM FROIi
ON 3 MARCH 1954

RONGELAP ISLWD

NX Z Szx —. AE————
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15,
16.

Msile
Male
Female
Mdo
Femolo
Male
Female
Female
Female
Fem~Je
FemilG
Femcle
Femole
Mi10
M21Q
Fem~C

66
75
83
70
63
28
62
52
6

17
19
24
78
30
48
59

page 1 of Enclosure (1)
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PRIVACYACTMATERIALREMOVED
~~ 1 ~.””:UNCMSSIFIED

A LIST OF MARSHLLESE R4B:JXED AWARD
THE U3S PHILIP (DDE 498)

FRO; ROIJGELM lSL.JJDON 3h~CH 1954

N;JZ SEX .’>5h ..—-—

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7*
8.
9.
10.
11●1-A&e
13.
14.
15*
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
-.Zlo
22.
23.
,.”z+.
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.
31,
32.
33*
34●

35●

36.
37.
38.
39.
.A*U*
41 ●

42.
43.
44.
45.
46.
47,
48.

Male
Male
Male
Mole
M21e
Gale
Mile
Male
~f~le
l{~le
h.de
M31e

●

Mcle
Femc.lc
Fcme.12

49
43
37
36
44
31
30
20
15
12
7
7
6
5
4
13
2
2
2
1
2
4
59
53
50
:;

31
30
28
26
12
60
4
2
7
18
15
15
13
9
3
4
3
2
15
20
33
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A LIST OFWaH,LLESE EW5~D mom T% uss PHILIP (DDE 498)
FRO!”SIFO ISLAND ON 3WLRCH 1954

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.

Is11e
M d e
Mzle
Ml a
Mde
Female
Fem~Je
Femd e
Female
Female
Female
Femnle
Female
Female
Female
Fancle
Fensle
Fenclc

35
2
42
4
57
55
13
10
1
19
2
12
16
2
16
37

● 25
35

p%e 3 of Encloswe (1)
IASSIFIED
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IL/aSAF2 TCPORT

(Evacuation and Docont~ination of Marshallese Natives)

I. D~ta:

“ FWJINGS (in !!R/HR): : Tine of :

~ ;Islmd ; Av.. : MLX. : Inh~bited : Re+;:ngs :
Gad. .: t : :

~~;Ron;slnp : 1473 : 1900 t Yos : 031045% :
: :

CG.=C:
.: :

zEnisetok : 303! i 3650 : rIo : 03124!3! :
~

: t
z : : t

0315451: :+!~~Enibti $ 445 : 550 : No :
c1~~
ZO: t : :: :
~~:Sifo r 412 : 400 : Yes : 031715N :

: : : :: :
Totnlsd : 4 ---; 2 :---- ::----- -

●

II. DECONT,?III$ATION: (?ERSONNEL)

1. Decontominztion readi%s ~ti as ‘ollows:

Aver<c Rewiings

: Before tAft~r t

,1 SL,IND : Docontmination: Decontmination :
1 : : :

: Ron;elZp : 60 MR/liR : 25 MR/HF :
: :: :

: Sift 40 !!!HR : 15 !@/Wi ::

COPIED!DOk
MJiL N Y

NOTE }1. Clothin, was sli~htly contmino.tad evun d%r do-
contsnin~tin; procadure= ~rc ‘mployDd ‘Ue ~“ lts
row-h surface o.ndprolon;ad exposure to r~dl~tlon,
However, mmim~ r~adin~s of less th~a 50 :fR~!Rdid

not worr~t discc+rdin~wcmmnfs clothin: due to the ,
short time it wzs to bc worn.

NOTE +2. Decontamination upon leavin; the ship: 20-22 M@+.

fig fLAssIFtE5
Enclosure (2)
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uss F@SHAVi(ilDW+99)
%Fleet Post Office In Reply Refer to

San Fm.ncisco, Califom.ia “ ,
mi495/LHA: rec
A9
Serial: 03E

From: Cormnding Officer, U.S.S.
To: Commander Task Group SEVEX

F.illSRA’ii(ED-499)
poINT TliFJX

Subj: Reprt of evacuation of Natives, Utirik Atoll, 4 March 1954

hef: (a) CTG 7.3 conf disp 031220Z
(b) CTG 7.3 conf disF 032040z

Iimcl: (1) Informal i~arrativeof Evacuation of Utnlk IsUnd Natives
.,

1. M accordance with reference (b), enclosure (1) is submitted herewith.

2, A limited number of photographs were taken of some phases of the evacu-

ation by the ship’s official photogmphert
These are not being processed

end it is hter plar.r.edto submit prints as a supplement to t’hs
report.

.

3. The four dtitig water s~ples mentioned in enclosure (1) as ;b~~~d
from the regular living area, Utirik, were delivered to CJTF 7 on

1954 via Major h. D. Crea, USA, staff CJW 79

copyto:
CT’L 7.301

1!

—-

CO!JF12~\TImL

iNCLOSURE (2)

&iclosure (2)
to CTG 793 ltr
Serial 0691

UN(? Ace’r’-q
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UTIliIKATOLL, MARSFALL ISLAJDS

Having received ordi?rsat just before aawr.on 3 A.rc,i lY54, to proceed
to UtiriK atOIL, tn5 Hensnaw, immediately departed from,the patrml area north
of Eniwetok Atoll and set course eastward to pass south of Bikini enroutc.
Speed was adjusted to arrive at daylight the next day and the 400 mile VCj-aLC
was completed without incident.

Meanwhile, Lc:ractivity was evideritin Renshaw, Charts, sailing direc-
tions, tide tables and all possible sources oi information on the Atoll were
searched and ax-idlystudied. nlthou&h the deci.sianthat thz natives would
b= evacuated was not known on board unzil late in the night of tf.e~rd, plar,s
were firmed up for handling the pecple. S.vvral sch.mes were put foxward but

the fir,~lplan was made with the invaluable imowledge and assist~lce of Z. K.
Tryba, &~C, USN. He had seined a tour of duty in trust territories west of
th= Larshalls and had experience in evacuation of natives.

Although the Douglas A, Mmro (DE-L22)was detailed to assist RensWw,
her estimated arrival was not until OL1330L, henc~ plans were made fcr the
possibility of receivtig on board Kenshaw z1l the re~rted 180 natives o:
tne Atoll.

TP,eapproach to the target Atoll was made from the westward and north C!
Takz Ato~ WhiCfiis orl~y 4 ITiilesSii of Utirik. It was sigr,teaat about 0c3C1..
or: the MOIYJJg of L Larch and course was set soutn~astward to Pass betw=n
tk,etwo ato~s. Lnroute to the south side of triang~lar shaped Utirik Ato~:
we passed close to the reef on the westzm sid~ b order to get a 100!<at
Utirik Passage, There was no thought of entering this channel inasmuch as
Sailing Directions were very definite that no ship larger than a PC should
make th= attempt. Nevertheless, a look was desired to determine if charted
beacons were present (they weren?t) and to deteminf= the feasibility of our
boats enterin~ the lagoon or perhaps even the DL should it be found too dan-
gerous on the south sid= for the evacuation. Theoretically, it would have
even beerlpossi’blefor Rmshaw to enter at high tide about 1600L when our
18 ft. dra~ aft would clear the channel about 3 ft. if the chs.rteddspths
were correct and if the sun at our Lacks r,adcthe chann:l ALU coral heads
visibl=. IL was reckoned that the thrilJ of entering ttis channel for the
C.O. would be about like that of Russian roulette.

Upn rounding the Sk tip of the Atollj course was set eastward to skirt
the reef along tb; southern leg which appeared to offer the best lee froni
wind and surf for the evacuation. Fortunately the weather was exceptionally
good with Ught NE winds and only moderate swdls. At 0735iithe s~P hove
to at about 500 yds just south of Utirik 1s., the largest of the Atoll and

k. on which all the natives were remrted to five. At this time trust terri-
and intemreters had not arrived nor had an ETA been received..
directive to cour,mce evacuation at daylight it was decided

~CLOSURE (1)
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to prvceea at once as best we could until zhG :r~st ci’fici~lsarriv~d cr
if necessary witnout them. It was hoped tnzt we might find a tiSS10~i2rY,
e pidgin Er,glishn~tive or even 2 trust r~~rLsG?.t j+.ive ~5norG.

Now, as the boats left the ship, wc commmced execution of our plats
for receivtig tr,enztives on board. Amings ~cre rigg~d on t~L~fa~t~il v~~t~
side s? -ipsfrom the deck to the redge zmpes. Aditional life lices were
rigg=d ior the szf~ty of childrun. Fare znd ~ft a~d verttic~lzcc~sstisto
the fantail were closed or roped off and awr,ingsrig~ed where necessa.~ to
ensure privac:;for the natives. Th. entir. cr~m’s wash,roommd head aft
(largest on bocrd) were set aside for tnc n~: ives md for their dGcontarti.-
ation tiasmuch as tkiis is the sb,ip’sw~tiist:.tim fcr this purpos=. N. oLt-

side salt water shower W2S rigged, a receptaclewas pravided for th.ir clot:..s
and sufficient clean dungaree shirts, trcus~rs, etc., were rais~d by Qn
appeal to the crew, to thus clothe all tnc n~tivcs. h pig-p~rlwzs fask.imcd
by closing off access to a 3“ pm tub. he planned to tether c,hiiker.sto
life lines on the 01 deck and let th. does roam free amongst th. popul~cc.

Meanwhile, the &scutiv~ Officer t’mdpzrty approached th. south sncr.
of the island zt a poti,tabout 150b yds vi~stof tkl~ ~ast=.rntip. TricislzI-.d

here and elsewhere has a coritinuousouter perimeter of tabl~ r..fs extending
sonfiLO @s out into the water aver which th~ waves produced a surf of mdi”urr.
size aridpresented considerable small boat hazard. Ha.vtigselected a point
wherk th= surf was slight and cppearecito offm the best spot, tn~ titictitiv~
Officer convnenccxlpadd~g ashor~ in a sndl, one-inn rubber raft (WC k=~t
it Zfter ~icktig up a b~.iled-outjet pilot last fzll), which had a lins
at~ach,edto it from tn~ boat. After som &rUbIcss towaras tri~beach h.

appeared to experience aifiicult~ wit[(tri.surf w.i scae urseen force resulting
in no progress., Cor,siderablehumor and somticonfx~~ w~r~ ~VoJ@ St si~~t of
the ixecutive Officer furiously padaiing, each stroke wcirlin~ the raft lFCO
around but makin[ no progress. It was later detcrmirleath:t th~ line fr~~.
boat to the rzft had fouled in tn. coral, securely anchorir.gkin to sc~wari.
By this ti.mca few of th~ natives had app53rcd aridsome of tn.~ swm o~.. :r.i

helped hti,ashore amidst friendly gr.etings.

ht about this tine, Navy JR.F912 scapl~e arriv~d from Kw.jaleir~,la!dtiti
in the western part of the lagoon and commenced taxiing eastward towards
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Utirik 1s. After establishing radio comr.unica>ionswitl,tn~ plane and as-
certaintig the number of passengers, the U. CU-,:VSOfficer wzs dircctcd ta

truss over to th~ lagoon side ariduse t~.c mb’o.r raft or any means to land
th. plane passengers, With the friendly h.lp of th. cooperativeriativ~s,
the X.O. with the rubber raft, set out in an a’Jtrig~ercanoe towards the
sca~lariein the lagoon. but just as h; ap~nz:h.i “:h:pknc it taxiicd 2w&J”
apparmtly not distinguishingF,ic.a-rangth: n:tiv~s. It had been sug~cst.d
to ti~~plane th=t if hc had difficulty landing passengers in th~ laz~on, h~
might try landing outside the lagoon near tr.c skip, Upon hearing this
suggestion, the Flanc took off immediately an5 after onc try, a trmmdous
bounce, another circle nd approach, landed n~ar tn~ sniP shout 0915k~w

Meanwhile, the gig having disembarked the Executive Officer was in-
structed by hti.to pmcc~d castwara ~bout 50CIyards to a small cove W’LSTC
the natives said Imdings could be made with norc ease and safety. This
was done but calling it a COVG is a misuse of the term. Ease and sa.fcty
did not secm to fit th~ situation eiti,crbut it did appear less dangerous.
By usinE the ancriorto seaw~rd tn~ gig viasslowly work~d up to the raef
edge where th. Fadsafe Officer and his tean disembarked and waded ashore
to the sac friendly wdcome, handshakes and “Good Uoming” from every nativ~.
larg= and small. Durin& this tti.~the Executive Ofiicer had r=turned to th~
beach from th~ lagoon and his tr~ at redeiving the plane passengers and ad-
vis~d tr,cnative chief to prepare his pmplc for evacuation. sm. of th~
natives who seemed to undcrstar,dantis~k~ some broken iinglishwere of zrekt
assistanc~ in this. At this the tr,eship was advised by the X.Ot of th.:
necessity for evacuation on southern and s~awarJ sid~ of Utirik Island and
that native boats would bc of no practical assist=cc. Tn~ Gunnev Offic.r
in the WE, after s.arching for several T~lCS a~ong th~ south Ic[ of Lr,ti

atoll, reprted thterekrc rio breaks in tr,ereef nar landing places of ~r.i-
kind.

After the gig had disembar~ed the remainder of the beach party, it was
returned to the shiF r,avin~lost its ancnor in lezvtig the reef. It arrived

h the vicinity of the sh,ipjust in time to meet tne pianG ar,dtake aboard
its pass~agcrs. They consisted of Larshall Island Trust Territory repre-
sentative, Marshall Islar,dinterpreter, and two public relations civilians
attached to staff, CJTF 7. After a brief corlsultationon bo~rd ar.apro-
curement of another boat anchor, the gir W-asapain disp~tched to the b~ach~
m~eting the lf\J3enroute and receiving frm it a radioman with a portable
SCIi-300radio which greatly facilitated th~ operation. This party was ri~t
by the Executive Officer and the group then set out for the village, The
seaplane depart,edshortly for Xwajalein.

3 Ricusum (1)
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Yhile this was going on the Radsafb Officer and his team were making
their survey tith radiac instruments AN/Fi)R-27E. The first rcadi.rigstaKen
wore OD the seaward side of the island where titensities of 11.Omr (with
and without beta shield) were found, Readings of 120-130 mr (with ~d witn-
out shield) were indicated along th= foct path connecting the seaward side
of th. island to the village on tk.=lagoon side. Upon arrival at the village,
several natives were monitored witn the following readings comnon to all; ov~r
all bcdy 100 mr (with and without shield), h~nds 100 mr (with and witb,cut
sr.ield),gonads 105 mr with shield and 110 mr without shield, feet Ilj mr
with shield and 120 ~Lr witnout shield. Since the readings in th~ air over
the entire middle section of the island was 100 mr, it is believed that the
100 m readings stated in this report were due to background intensity effects.

Other items monitored in the village and their intensities were; tkQtcFJed
roofs 125 mr with shield, l.jOmr without shield, 1+water samples from wells
100 mr with and without shield, all food with exception of coconuts 1~ mr
with acdwithout shi~id, coconuts In tneir various forms of preparation ranged
from 130-150 without shield, fish cleaning table 124 mr with shieid, 130 m
without shield. A short fit=ldtrip was made into the Undergrowth and grass
areas surroundtig the village where readings of 160 mr with Shieldj 170 mr
without shield, were found close to the &xmund, hdicating concentnted and
trapped cont@atinC particles. The monitor r.~dehis WaY via P~j~ctirlE
coral pieces some 10 yards into the lagoon where the water gave a 50 mr rtad-
ing with and without the shield. The hosFita~an was assigned the taak of
co~ecttig water samples and succeeded in oDtatiing 4 samPl~s Of drink@
water from.f+of tha most commonly used cistern resenoirs h the village. It
is believed that tk..very low contamination of the water was due to tk.e
roofs ov~r each re~-rvoir.

Upor.arrivir.~at th. villaEC th= Lxecutive Officer with Trust TerritorJ
official again informed the natives through the interpreter of the nec=ssity
for evacuation. The interpreter was asked not to scare the natives or unduly
rush them. Nevertheless, h? had the floor w.d after a few words, the netives
really moved though it is not believed he shook them up too badly. It W2S

,carefuUy explained that we would take along their pigs, chickensj dog~~ boats
or anfihi.ngwe could load. But after a conferenc~ with the Tmst official
in which the degree of contamination, decay and ultimate return of the nativ~s
were discussed, it was de~ided, on reco~ndation of the official, to leave
tficlivestock and bocts behind. Tn. ns.tivesa~reed to this and after bein&
reassured that their possessions and animals would be safe until their r=tum~
began streardn~ toward th. evacuation b.ach. Possessions taken along rarely
exceeded two bundles each, and one of which was usually a woven beddtig mat,

ENCLUSUR5(1)
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kt this time, about 1015L, the SFAP W~S advised bY the X*OO t~~t the
evacuation would commence about 1100 and a life raft was requested for
use in shutttig the natives over the reef and tt’.roughth~ surf to the
boats standing off about 50 yards. At apprmimately 10LOM the boat arriv~d
with the raft and the evacuation commenced at 10jO. By this time the ma-
jority of the natives were gathered on the beach and ready to go. Women,
children and old people were shuttled out to the kc .tsfirst) with their
possessions, followed by the men. Much cooperation and assistance were
realized from the able native men whose aletiness, willingness and ability
to swim pruved tivaluable durtig the evacuation and reduced the n~ber of
ship’s personnel required. At about 1200 the evacuationwas about half
completed but the wind was freshening, the tide was flooding and the surf
was kicking up. The operation became increasingly hazardous and two mft
loads of evacuees were very nearly upset in the surf’. The cord was ‘.nzw-
ing up the suspension xmpes and lattice work of tht raft and in a raiio
consultation between the X.O. and C.O., serious considerationwas given
to ceasir.gthe operation and trying agtin from the Iagocm side. Since
this would delay the operation sever~k hours and also was fraught with
dager as already indicated, and since we could see the end in si~ht, it
was decided to continue. Most of the women, children and aged were al-
ready gone and no one had been hurt other than a few coral cuts. mother
raft was dispatched and the pace was stepped up, though less people were
baded on each raft and extr.me care was exercised.

Ten WB loads of about 15 people each were required to complete the
evacuation.of tkjc154 f~ativeso ‘lhelast raft load left the beach at about
1245;.1leaving as forlorn a set of dogs as you nave ever seen. =t 125X- ~li
the natives were on board and none too soon because the wind and surf con-
tinued to increase. The native chief named Compass, has been repeatedly
asked how many natives were on the atoll and if we had them all. He was
insistent that all were on Utirik Islandj none were on other islands of tr..
atoll, and none Vrereon Takc l~toll~4 - 5 tiles a~aY~ He first szid thert
were 161 natives preser.tand proudly brought out a card index file to Frcvc
it. Careful questiontig however indicated that at least two infants had
died a day or two before and that the clciboy didn’t have this PAU r.cor:s
up to date. The next figure we got was 157 but furth=r questioning indi-
cated he was counting two or three imminent but as yet unborn babies. TRe
last figure of 154 was arrived at after a count on board and was concurr=i
h by the chief and Trust official. A breakdown was as follows: m~n Q,
women =, children under 16, boys and girls, & Qach.

At about 1300.!when rafts were secured and boats were hoisted, course
was set for Kwajalein to arrive at dawn on the Sth, At about 1.345Lwe met
the D.A. Uunro (DE-42.2)coming up fmm Kwajalein to assist us but there
was nothing further for her to do but fall in astern and return to KwLjQILifi.

5 MlcLmJFi2(1)
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It did not se~m prudent to fl~rthermcv~ the natives around by dividfig t~~in
Up between th. two ships, ir,asmuchas no great ovtrcruwdtigwas evident.
The iknr’ohad a r,edicelofficer on board and cffered his senic~s ~hic~*
for-tunatel:~were not ne~dcd. It was cord’~P.ir,~tc know he was W2~13Cle
however, srGuld any of the prcgrlantWO,T.V,Cf211

,,.
du~ ar.a payable v:r.~-..or.

board.

Reception and handltig of the riativeson board worked out f~irly well
and generally as was expected. Zacn cfiewas moni;ored as they care on boar:!
and readings were around 7 mr/hr which was substantia~y lower thianthe
avsrzge of 20 rru-/krreadings cn tk bczcc. This tidicated.that wadifigc~t
to the rafts had helped.quite a bit in r~d~cti.gpr.sence of fall-out rA-
terial on feet and clothing. Some cf tb.echildren were muted through tn~
showers as soon as they cam cn b~ard. But it was decided to feed ail.C:
tnem before startins decontmnin~tionof adultst Se~in.S lfies YJer~set uP
on the fantail usin~ regular stsan taclc trays of food and giving the na:iv=s
paper plates, cups, etc. The; didr.’te~t very well.,perhaps fr~m the ex-
citement or mzybc they just don’t like r.catloaf. They did better on the
bread, r+shed potatoes and oranges.

.
After lunch the Trust Territory official made some suggestions for

ctlangtigana tip.mving our tacili’ui:s~~f.icl:incluaea careful partitioning I
and segregation of th.c~:or,cr.’s sid= of tti=head =ld washrcsms. qe GX@2iIlCd

that under conditions of excitmcr.t a:.dstrv,gc surroundin~s the vronenare
extremely modest. Then ccrmericeddeccntminaticn nwsures and considerable
resistance was erlcountered. Eut by procding and cajoling we manz~ed tc
get all about 10% of ther:thr~~h the sk,owers. These were the aged, infi~L

and sick. With no readings hirr,erthan 7 r.Y/hrit v:asdecided not prtider.z
to force the old people in thi showers. ?jextthe FmbleE of clothing arcs=?
~;~ had sufficient c~c~n d~l&ar6cs for the.T.2~ 2._.’i;:-..-led to run ~~ thcil”

clothes thrOUgh the laundry and giVC thG.~L back to pl’ton before leaving tn.
ship. But here again stiff rcsister;cewas enccmtered. ~Je tfied but th~Y

couldnft seem to understand taking their clctfiesaway and the wmen wantd
no part of the dungaretc. Clst!-.eswere r.onitcredand since the~ avera~~d
only about 3-4 mr/hr it VRS d-id~d t~~t the situation did not call ‘or ‘Ucr’
drastic measures. All of these mittcrs wer. discussedwith the Trust Terrl-
to~ official, and decisions were concurred in or r.adeon his reccrm.en-
dati~ns. careful obs~~ation of th. r,stiv~sand questioning of th~ ir.tcr-
preter as to their mood, excitement and gencr~l momlti convinced us th~t
forcing the!”to give up their clotricswould reclly sriakethen up.

By late afternoon they wtirtisettled down on their rr.ats2nd g.nerally
quiet exc~pt for th~ kids, sme of whom took seveml showtirs. They wer<
bright-eyed ani cute as could be. SoEe f~’.vof the womn, as is their w~nt,
talked quietly but steadily all afte.mocrifrom the time they cam aboarn.

Confidential
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We fixed up a fine supper for than of boiled fish and rice with tonatoes
and liza bearismixed in. By this tine they had gctten usd to their SUI=
roundings, had reccvered their composure and their appetites. They really
stowed sway thz chow. This was followed by ice cream and cookies, heavily
sweetened grape ade and some bright cclored hard cendy wc had left over
from last Christmas. The men were given cigarettes and all seemed content~d
and happy. Finally, we showed th~m a mo~ie,md there was not the ‘fiFhtest
reaction of any kind frar.any of them the whole time. It shculd be re-
membered that most of these natives had never been off the atoll and as far
as is known had never seem a movie.

The night was passed without incident and they seemed to rest w.lL on
their straw mats. The weather continued good and since we were proceedtig
downwtid at a speed of only U knots there was practicallyno mtion of the
ship. hext moxr,ingthey ate and seemed to enjoy a big breakfast 01 hot
cakes, bacon, bread and jam. After considerable rubber necking as we en-
tered Kwajaleti harbcr and during tne process of mooring to the pier, th~
natives were disembarked at abcut 0509DOiito waiting buses in custody of
Coni;avStaKwaj. As they went over the side ont could not help but obseme
and adnire the tiate dignity of these simple human beings and their naive
but forthright and optimistic attitude towards life, These seemed to be
expressed in a conversation with the native chief through the inttrpret~r.
The chief was asked what thy had seen and he replied with gestures
indicating a large explosion. He was the~ asked what they thought of it
and his reply was not the ne~ative one as mi@t be expected that the wcrld
was coring to an end, but, t~Theworld, WG think shc etart over ~E~in*”
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Scr: 0698
25 ti~r1954

us a matter of informtiorle

2. The racorcne~dctionsof the Comr.~ndinbOfficer,
USS NICHCL.S (223-:49),

will be co~sidered c-.refullyif ~ddition~l survsys of this type sc
. ra-

quir=d. ●
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USS 1!ICHOMS(2ES-449) DDE44@w

Fleet Post Office P-22

S~ Frsncisco, Cdifornil S;r: 049
20 Ym 54

From Corm.smdin~ Officer
To: co~.il~d~r T~sk Group 7.3

Subj: Redsfle Survey 8-11 Kzrch 1954

1. The Task Group 7.1 survey p~rty w.d ~~r.~krio~ ‘J~ild~&trust T~rritorY
representative, arrived ROY.ZelRp Ct 0745.,:,8 I.!erch~d bozrded ;lICHOL.”S
shortly thsrezffter, ~?orkingp~.rties,p.~ i~dic~.t~din Conn~dcr J~i:.tTcsk
Force SEVEi~disp-.tch0604002, were m~.dclv~~l~blcto Dr. Scovillcrs p~rty.
Dr. Scoville informed the Conn&.’din~Offic~r th:.tall reports of gRU.”.z
inter.sitites m~d other scientific d~.tawould b~ r~ported ocly to Co~.~*~~.dcr
Joint Tlsk Force S3T2:. He specifically requtistzdthnt no othzr corr.m?s
be me.deinferno.tionddresse~. ilzilydisF-.tch<sindiczti~g results of
EedSd. survey on *zch ‘toll, ori;il:?.tedby Dr+ sco’~ill~~~r~ ~ddrcssed
accordingly. On debzrki;.g >t Zrliwotoknt 0C30, 12 ‘L!zrchDr. Jcovillcts
pcrty tr”:.sported -J1 enrth md water s~FIvs to par~.-Isl~d.

x. Ron~elzp >.toll;8 nnd 11 l!:.rch1954:

(1) Rongelap Islor.d:

(e.)ll~tivehouses were closed up udpropertylcft inth~
ope~, thct could be ruinad by wczth~rs W-S ~o~-~di~sid~.

(b) One dog mdthrac c~ts were killsd r.spossibl~ mcz:.ce
to livestock.

(d) Two sncksof rice mdfivc s~.cksof flour wvrcopencd z.d
pl~.cedoutside ~s feed for pigs z~d chiclc=ns.

(e.) Buckets, p-insmd lvge cl,nshellsweropl~ccdw~d;r
ewes of houses to provido drinkin~ w~.t~rfor liv~stock.
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(2.) The isl”~ds listid ii-,su3-;:r:;r>pkL ( :) through (15) -e
.;Roagdl%p to

ell uninh:.bit~tedexcept for p-.rticsof n>tivzs ;hnt go fro.
n~e COF~-., COlleCt s~= birds p~d fish. Thcr~ W-.S no ]:~.tlvGpropzrty

found. Iztensity levels were t-ken by Tzsk Group
‘7.1p.;rsor~el.

(3) Enir?n Islcnd.

(4) ;~bar Isle.nd.

(5) Pusch Islm.d.

(6) Enialo Islend.

(7) Enizetok Islnnd.

(8) Lnidjet Islxd.

(9) Kabelle Isload.

(lC) 2riiripnu Islzvd.

(11) Luhen Islznd.

(12) Gejen Isl”nd.

(13) Lommil~J Islnnd.

(14) .lerikIsl-ad.

(15) l?-ienIsl-md.

b. Utirik -’toll;9 Mmch 1954

(1) Itirik Isl~md:

(c) Three ~~oes were bezchtidshove high w~.tsrmzrk.

2
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(b)
in the we2th6r, that

(c)
old pans, buckets md lmge cl-m shells undtircwcs of hous~s.

(d) Six dogs were killed to protect Iiv.stock.

(e) ;.11livestock a;per.rudto b~ ix.~ood corlditioc.

(f) ~:faterLUIdsoil sw.pl>s wGrG ~btzi>sd znd inter.slty
le7els t“dc~no

c.

d.

(z) ;Ior.Isl-~d:

(c.)Uninh~bitcted - intensity levels tdcc?n~

Bik-.r..toll;9 L-.rcb1S54
.

(1) 3ikzr Isl~md:

(a) U??ir.h~bit~tsd- intensity l:vdls tcAorle

Ro:.Serik.’.toll;10 ;?.rch1954

—
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e. ;Jinginzc .;toll;10 !~nrch1954

(1) Sifo Isle-Yd:

(2) Enibti I:lmJd:

(3) E!okonikairuIslnzd:
●

3. 1invi&2tionand gericr-1information:

(2) Lazndingscanb~ rQadily !TL!3d~on dl iSIXd S by J30tOr wh2.lcbo::T.

On most of the isl-ads the !Ie:.chgradi~nt W-.Squits steep, p~rnittin~ 5“.s:?
bezching of bozts. L sh-mp lookout should b~ n?.int2in:d 2t 211 ti~.:sfor

coral beds o.nddzrk, yellow, or d=rk green, w-.tershould b~
>voidzd.

b. Biker Ltoll:

.
+

*“-- . . .
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~r+s:nt zno trl; waLVr is vsry shallow.

d. hlXn[im3 Atou:

(i) OFJy B~.aAlbo.-tJn:ry :as xaa~. A 8h&M0, dr~xt
have very little difficulty making entry. Mvigational CUtS

(2) Small boating wasrou@bu~ not dangerous.

e. utiri~ Atoll:

vessel should
were very poor.

(1) The four beacons shown on Ho chart Q23 have been reP~ced
by two black buoys. lt is understood that the Trust Territory ML makes rag-
uhr entry into Uttiik AtoJJ throu@ Utirik Fassage. The bsacons on and
around Utirik Island are missing.

(2) Small boating is not difficult, but a sharp watch shodd be
maintained for coral heads.

lb. Ftecommndations and Sunmry:

a. Surveyof these ato~s from a DDZ type vessel is somewhat inefficient
in that Ron~=lap is the only atoll, of tbs five visitsd, that can be entsred
and navigated safely, thus limiting the number of islands that can be ccver=d
in a given time. Boat handling operations outside the atolls were difficult
due to hsavy swells. “Jiththe forces available, it is bsli$ved that ths USJ
of a DDE is the nmst practicable solution for stii.larmissions. For op?rati?ns
subs=cusnt to “CASTLY, it is rscomnended that a amallsr class ship of shallok.
draft be used. This would permit entry tito most lagoons shortening boat rum,
h som cases twenty miles.

5
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b. Make boat entry into windward part of lagoon whersver possibl=.
This psrrrdtsboats to run down wind, speeding the operation and h:lPinF to
keep instruments dry.

c* Eaintain radio communication with boats. b this rsspect, this
command used SCR 536 which were the only battsry type radios available.
Communicationswere fair. It is recommended that an SCR 608 or similar
small battery radio with at least a thirty mile range be used if possible.

d. It was found advisabls to provide ths boats with ovsrlays of the
atolls showing magnetic ccrnpasscourses between islands and passes.

e. F’rovidsboats with food, water, binoculars and rifles. Ths last

for protection against sharks in case a man ?klls over board.

f. Use stern anchor when beachingto prevent broaching. Lo not let
boat remain on beach, but haul out and await return Of party.

●

g. Beach in the lee of island when=ver possible.

h. It was fomd impossible to cover aU of the islands in sach atoll in
the ttie aLlo tted. Rough wsathsr and long boat runs between islands in a-
tolls slowed up operations. Task Group 7.1 scienttiic parsomel designated
the islands they desired to survey and landings were made on au so designated.

i. Working parties wers kspt fimnly in hand. 3ch working pzrty vas
rquired to remain h sight of a commissioned officer and W. ‘flilds..4s
far as could be determined, no native property was molested or pilfsr~d.

j. It is estimated that the maximum accumulative dosage received by any
one person in ths parti?s was 2.5R. FQrrIbadgss, worn by au personnel ashor=~
or in the boats, have been forwardsd to the U.S.S. EAIRCKO for developing.

/s/J. C. 3LXJT
J. C. ELIOT

copy to:
CCiCOF!TE3SDIV12

T’w , ,. .
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LT.5. S. YICHOLiS (DDW49)
c/o Fleet post Office

San Francisco, California

.

DLi4L$/mw
P22
Ser: G54
281iarch 1$54

CONFIDENTIAL

From: Commanding Officer
To: Comander Task Group ?.3

Subj: Rongelap Surviy Trip 25 - 26 ~=ch 1954; ~Prt of

1. The uss NICHCL,; (IX.&I,A9)dspartsd BI’KINIAtoll at lgmhf~ 25 Uarch

195L for RONGELAP Atoll in accordanc? with Commander Jotit Task Force SZViN
2311312 and Commander Task &oup 7.3 2323232 of~rch 1954* The fo~win~
personn=l from Task Group 7.1 were on board:

Lr.
Lr.
fir.
h,
Lr.
Dr.
Mr.
Mr.

Lauren R. Donaldson .

Thomas L. Shiptin
Ldward i, Held
RalFh F. pdumbo
Paul R. Olson
Thomas N, White
dilliam ‘ii.bobbins
Pzs:ual& R. Schiavons

.

Major Charles M. Bmnesj USJ

2. Ths ship arrived off the South titranc~, RCNGLLAP Atoll at 2601oOM and
put a whale boat in the water at 260630M to m=et the pbna arriving frorl
Kwajal~in with Dr. &nd’s party.

3. Ths ship then proceeded to Northsast Pass, ROJJGZLAPAtollj ent?r$d arid
anchored. Dr. Donaldson and his party departed the ship at 0830Y.

4. The plans frcm Kwajalein arrived off RONGZJ.P at O%SK, was met by th.
whaleboat. Dr. hnd, }ir.Marion ‘~ilds.three Public Hsalth Service Officsrs,
thrae NatiV?s and m.:~cellaneouseq~~prn~ntw~s transported to thz beach.
plans was guided to an anchorags about two hundr=d (200) yards off shore
from the village whsre it was a.nchcred.

a. Psrsonn=l from th. NICHOIAt assisted Dr. ~nd to accomplish th=
followinp: Capture fiv= young pigs and on= SOW; ca@ur~ fiv= chick=ns;
obtain soil, fruit and v~.g~t~tion’sampl=s.One boar was killsd and an 3u-
topsy was :srfor@d on th~ spot. The arimals and oth;r samples wer: pkCed

in cag:s and transported to the plane. br. Ekmds party dep:.rtedROY:5LF
at 13001!,26 Iiarch1954. The whaleboat then depart:d RONG.2L~~Island and
proceeded J>rth to r~joi.nthe ship, stopping at BUSCH and i!!IdTOK Islcnd
to m=asur. radioactive intensity. One member of R&dSurvsy Tsamaccompfiicd
this boat to condlct RadSurvey on Southeastern Islands. Dr. Lonaldson’s
party worked in the Northeast part of RCY!ULAF Atoll, co~ectfig fish, soil,
birds, invertebrates, alga~ and vsgstztion samples. Ons mamber of Rad.SUv=;
Team accompanied this this pwty to conduct R&dSurvey of Northern Islands.
It WaS not possi~e to co~ect rats, as desired, dus to th~ un~pected ‘5-
Parture of the ship as directed by Comnand:r Task Group 7.3 260?272 of Liarch.



6, Prior to the ships dep>rture, ttir;eIiT_176/PIiCIOr:.dioav~~r~ob-
tained by l~r,7, Schizvorizfron Tssk ?r.it7.1. These r~.dieswcr<~~~W
s:.tisfzctory>nd i’>rsupzrior to the X -511-F uszd on the lest trip.

It is recormezd.+dtn:t this typz rndio be used by ships on futurtitrips
if th?y -XC reeuired to oper~te sm:.11bozts *.lorg dist-~.cefrom the
ship. %oepti;r. W?S excell~nt at tvre~ty(20) nilese

e. The ship rejoined Tnsk Group 7.3 off 31KIUI Atoll at 270130K.
●

J. C. 3hI~T

UNCLASSIFIED



—

30 March 1954

~~()~~n! FOR: CJ’TFS2J~

SIJBJX’T: DD3 Trip to Rongelap Atoll, 26 March 195L

1. Referance JTF S3VT?~DTG 230220Z March’195L. purpose of subjact
trip, conducted by USS NICHOIXS (bD.iLL9) was to:

a, Bsach smll boats belonging to Rongelap Marshallese.

b. Condact radsaf= re-su.rv=y

c. Collect approximately 500
quested by tiC Division of Biokgy and

d. Collect samples of Aarine

e. Collect domestic animals remaining at Rongslap village.

of hong=lap.

pounds contaminatedtop soil re-
~<dicine.

lifa and vsgstation.
8

2. The undersigned actsd as JTF SdVEn;and TG ‘7.1repressntativ:

and was responsible xor ex=cution of lb and lc. Since the NICHOL.S will

mk= an ovsr~ll report, and detailed reports on ld and 1? will be mad=

by the project officers mncern:d, the details in this report
&r= con-

fined to lb and lc.

3* It & nottidthzt ths sCOpe of activities lb and ld *S mor~

limt=d than had ori~inally b.en plann=d. As wIU be clear from ths r=-,
port of ths NICHOLS, thl.s*S because 26 harch became R-l after th. wor~

start=d. Thanks @inly to thi exc<l-lentplanning and manag=m=nt of &pt.

Jo5~ph ‘~iot and ix=cutiv= Oific=r Clilfor~ ‘ri~~ ‘Uch mor= “&~~~~~~c-s,
.

plish~d than might reasonable havt b=:n exp=ctsd und=r th~s= A. -. -
lC -ridla were accomplished ess~ntia~y

as pl~nnsd, but la had to b:

omitted.

4. The radsafs r2-s~v~Y “’fasconducted bY ‘fr”,p*R*‘chiavOne,Of.TG.
7.1, TU-’7,using two r~czntly calibrat~d AN/?DR-39 lnstrw.snts. RyadlnC=
on Rongelap Island w=r= taken during the mornng and on tha oth-r Islands

during th= aft=rnoon of 26 March.

Island

Ronrelep 40 at C930 at stmdard position ~stab-
lished by Scovill~ Surv=y

90

2?30
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On Rongelnp Island, the rezdings ic the huts 2ppe~red to be 1~-15$

less th~~ outside. Inside the huts the re=.din:sat grou.d lJVC1 were
~bout 7% of those ~.the?.d~a’~e~~ iiecdi~~sover grcvel crecs and
necr the cisterns =re ~bout 30 mr/hr; ir.sidethe cisterns, about 1O-15

mr/hrb

5* The top soil svnple W-.Sobtai...-’d fror LJ.3U3DJIsl-x,dc Szfidl

isl~d well covertid with bush.ea?P-dgr-.ss,but without p“dm tr~~s. It

h~d ‘Deer.pl-nn~d tO &et thJ s’m~le from F’.’.3ELL2,but this could not DC

dor,e without interfering with the
fish ~d ~eg~tation collectio-lg

s/ T. dhit~
t/ T. /XITJ
. H Livision, LASL

2

(JNCIASSIFiED
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MEMOWW~R RECORD:

SUBJ’ECT: MisoeUems Radsafe Suneys
of Rongerfi (S~rveys conducted

by CTG 74)

@NGERIK

17 March, 1200 MI=

Liv~ Area Readings:

Mess hall interior
Lo - 100 mr/hr ~iaistlevel

Hospital interior
50-- 75 mr/hr ‘..aistlevel

talk horn hospital to mess
100 - I.1.omr/hr ~,aistlevel

Store mom (behindmess)
50 - 55 m/hr Laist level

Exterior store room tent
100 - 150 mr/hr ‘daistlevel

General &ea exterior
100 - 150 mr/hr

~
_.,aiStlevel

weather Station Site Readhgs:

Hterior areas local
Interior aU tents
Interior buildtig

125 - 150 - 160 mr/hr Tiaistlevel

50 - 75 nr/hr “~aistlevel

50 - 60 m~hr “,,aistlevel
9.

11

I

site Readtigs:

~o - 190 mr/hr
General area 70 - 80 mr/hr
Interior tents
Adjacent to trailer

160 - 180 mr/hr

19 March. u~ - ~z” ‘n=

Landing on beach
Livkg area
Inside mess h~
Inside dispens~
Inside barracks
ESE end of island (Rawinsonde)
Along road tc Ratisende area
Inside weather build-
tork area outside buildin
&my area (aro~d trafier7

Inside fo~ge area
Inside tent

40 -42-

&2 mr/hr
60 mr/hr
22 mr/hr
26 mr/hr
23 mr/hr
47 mr/hr
LO mr/hr
23 mr/hr
60 mr/hr
40 mr/hr
40 mr/hr
19 mr/hr

:

~~pmmot

~tiL Rc

Inclosure 6
--—

UNCUSSIFIED

~tirch. u Oc MIKE

Inside weather builti~
21 m/hr

Living area Still
60 mr/hr

Icside barracks
23 mr/hr

Inside dispensary
25 mr/hr

.

.aist level
‘<aistlevel
“,,aistlevel

;jaist level
,,aistlevel
~$aistlevel
‘,~aistlevel
;daistlevel
;.<aistlevel
Faist level
;~aistlevel
~,aistlevel
,,aistlevel
,,aistlevel
,;aistlevel

.,aist level
‘,daist, level
‘.;aistlevel
“~,aistlevei



Amy Site out
h

I,eatherSite out
In

Living Site out
In

26 harcn, 1500 MIKE

L2 mr/hr V!aistLevel

20 mr/hr Kaist Level

LO rr/hr Waist Level

le mr/hr \;aistLevel

35 rw/hr Kaist Level

15 mr/hr i;aistLevel

AMY AREA (Location of samples taken)

Trailer
~

l._l

Tent

‘ . .

-Parked

.-~
. X6

‘.
.

‘\.\<

%W

i
by pile of rocks ‘,<

.

-.

LIVING AR&4 (bcation of samples taken)

I—1
—- ~

Mess !
I{i) ,

I
-Dispensary

.-
karked by
wooden crate t

..—. .— —:“ Barr.
-——— ----. .

-------- --
‘—Barr. :
—-—— - —-

*

UNCLASSIFIED
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UAT’HER SITE (Location of samples taken)

Shelter
,/-‘,

i‘.-,

Tent
:--

_--. —.

r–” I-Building

1
\

I_—

(s/t R. A. House
L A. lioLsL
Lt Col., USAF
Ch. Tech Br, J-3
JTF SEV@i

3
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Mi3.dCIIiANDUI FOR RECOPD:

SUBJECT: Kwajalein-MOO Flight ABLE Results

SUrv6y at
10 NyoO-Kwaj~ei.flFlight ‘ble~ consists ‘f ‘a~~~~~lno~h of Kwaj-

appmtimtely 200 feet
altitude over the followingRongehp, hongefik, Taongi,

Lae, Ujae, Wotho~ Bikini) ‘iW’g*ae) The ai~raft are e~JiPPedalein:
Eikar, Utirik, Take,

Ailuk, Jemc ad ‘Lkepo . .,. measurtig tistm-

with scintameterswhich are sensltlve gwa ratiatlon
ments with a wide range,

designed to measure gyound contmfiation from

altitudes of 200 to 5~ feet.

2. FoUatig hJA@Jsnot at 261825Z ‘March1954, Flight Able was

flon on the fo~owing dates with results
indicated: (U, mr/ir grou”. d

~ontaninatiorl )

Isl~d (Atoll)

Lae (Lae)

Ujae (1’jae)
Yiotho (i;otho)
Fnibti (AiUnginae)
IiOngelap(Rongelap)
Iiongerik(Rongerik)
Sybilla (Taongi)
Bikar (Bikar)
Utirik (Utirik)
Taka (Taka)
Kapen (tiluk)

Jemo (JeMo)
Likiep (Likiep)

271900Z to 260317Z
o
0
0.
6
28
36
1.0
0.1
--
8
1.6
0.8
O.L

302030Zt: 31020~Z
0.2
1.‘7
26
78
5e
0.4
15
7
7

2:1+
2.4
1,0

(s/t) R. A. HOUSE
Lt CoI., USAF
ChTechOPns Br, J-3
JT’FSEVIN

..””

UNCLASSIFIED
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WA

l“J2

‘u

-W12

W9

Y/lo

lull

w12

w13

‘m14

g&-
6 March

6 March

6 karch

7 March

A+March

5 March

6 March

6 March

6 March

‘?March

3 March

8 March

8 A&rch

8 Xarch

~

0800

1200

1700

1300

0900

DRINKINGWATZRSAMPLZS(And ysis Wport )

LOCATION

Likiep Island
Li.kiep Atoll

Jmo Island

AAluk Island
Ailuk Atoll

Mejit Island

Utirik Atoll

16JC . Ormed Island

1130

WO

1630

j.z?oo

0930

~j~t j ~ J&c)~

&ve n Isla~d
lialoelapAtoll

Kaven Island
Mdoelap ALQ~

Wotho Island
Wotho Atall

Dalap Island
Majuro Atoll

4u@
DESCRIPTION (ON S J.YL: D.47)

Callacted from largest
cistern on heaviefi popu-
lated island of ato~

Same as ‘Al

Same as 41

-5 as il

Cmposite of k water s~-
ples taken by U.SSFL2NSHAM’

@posite: & from catch-
basin

1 from well

1 from catch-bash

1 from well (catch-basin
dry for 1 month plus)

Tap ‘titer

Ron&lap Island Comoosite of 91$,ooo
6 bottles. 120,030

Rongelap I dand

RonLelap Ia.land

~n$elap Island

?7

550

102G

2500

L30

lCQ

67

31
.

7

lfb

mart inc~uded 47;OC0 No. 1 No. 6

Lo show location 24,00Q
of bottles on 11,0C2
Rongelap Island 63,0CQ

Central cistern
of village

Cistern water from
north part of islafi

C&stern water from
northern most vi~age

p,o~-x-

73,0ao*

8,000+

UNCLASSIFIED
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4JNCMSSIFIFD
SANFLL

NO.

a

S2

S3

S4

S5

S6

S7

S8

S9

Slo

Sll

512

SL3

Collection
IJATE-

6 Lrch

6 March

6 March

7 March

5 March

5 March

6 krch

6 March

7 March

7 Mxch

TEA LOCmTIOh——

23,000

13,000

23,000

30,000

15,000

Lb,300

5,500

2,400

950

Ur:sr layer bare soil
in random spots un-
sheltered by tre~s or
shrubs etc.

Osm Lkiep Island
Iikiep ~toll

:200 Jemo Island SUM as above

SSKU as above1700 Uuk Island
Ailuk Atoll

Same as above1300 Mejit Island

&mPosits of 5 samples
(1 beach, 3 ~d-vi~w~
1 back village)

1600 Qrmed Island
~otje .4taJJ

173Q Erikub Island
Erikub Atoll

Composite of 2 samples
(1 mid-villege, 1 half-
way to beach).

Umposite of L samples
(2 from vi~a~~, 2 fro~l
paths to b.ach)

1130 Kaven Island
kloelap Atoll

Gxnposite of 3 sampl?s
(1 by well, 2 mid-village)

1630 ?otho Island
“otho Atoll

Composite of & samples
(near dnin Bldg)

1200 Dalap Island
“Mjuro Atoll

Composite of 3 samples 2?G,00C1200 Utirik Island
[Coil.actiondate of S1O is uncertain, probably 3 krch 1954
by P& %rvey patyo ~walysis valus given is corrscted to
7 karch.)

6 March Rongelap Island Soil fron north pnt of 1,3J0,.0W$++
island

8 karch Rongelap Island Center ~rtion of island 7,4~,mQ*

8 ?iarch Rongelap Island 1 mile aorth of Rongdap 46+2,Ooc *

. .

village

INCLOSURE#9

&WPIEDIDOE
ML RC

UNCLASSIFIED
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P

. . , .

8 krch

8 biuch

9 Mach

9 biarch

LO M.rch

9 Xarch

L/d 1#

DESCRIPTION
j~ s~.:b hTi)

K)CmTIJN

sotithcistern of
630,00C~

Rongelap Island N-village

q~gM Of plant

35,0m,o~*
aiirippu Island
Rong~lap Atoll

3,200,0@*’
-miw~tak Island
Rongerlk f.toll

20 ,Q~o,oG&:i-
Kabel~e Island

~ong:rik ;.tdJ

Sifo Island Tamporary vi~ag:
--

Jaingtiae ‘;toll

Foliage, windward sids

~6a,o~> :

Bikar Island

ash (jquiv.to L.L x 104 d/~gm plant as recsived)

Cu+uted as of 3 Mexch mile by

Soil values may be roughly t~ans~at~d to curies per squar+
dividing by 13, or to dltift

by rrdtiplylng by 6000.

2

UNCMSSIFIED


