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FM JOE B SANDERS PD FOR YOUR

MILL ISSUE RELEASE ON RETURN

INFORlfATIONCM!!DIPARTME)?TOF INTS??IOR

OF RONGELAPESETO THEIR HOPK I$LAND FOR

PUBLICATIONIN MORtJIhJGPAPERS-OFMAY 24 PD AEC IS NOT REPEAT NOT -

ISSUING RELEASE PD TNT FOLLOI?SCLN

;ONGALAP pEoPLE TO RETURN To THEIR HOM.S IN THE TRusT TERRIToRYOF

THE PACIFIC IsLANDS

PLANs ARE BEING MADE FOR THE RETURN OF THE RONGELAP PEOPLEllHOVEPX

EXPOSED TO FALLOUT DURINGTHE NUCLEAR EXPERI!K!{TSAT THE U S ATO!IIC

I!JZ!?GYCOMMISSIO1l’%ENII?ETO)<PROVING GROUND IN KARCH CHH 1954 Cll:f

TO THEIR HOHZ ATOtLL IN THE MARsHALL ISLA1~DsIN ABOUT TVO’!!ONTHSC!fiII

CFTt1954 BEST COPY AVAILABLE.
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TH1 DEPARTMY.NTOF THE INTERIORAN?JC)U?{CEIITODAY

E3EINGMAD5

comIssI ON

COMMISSION

AS A RESULT OF INFORMAT1ON FROM THE

PD PARA THE PLA!JsAX

ATO!TIICENERGY

THAT THE PEOPLE MAY BE PXTURNEDTO ROrfGELAPPD THE

HAs ADVISED THE DEPARTMENTTHAT IT HAs CAPXFULLYEVALUAT5D

DATA FROM sEVEI?ALRADIOLOGICALSURVEYS MADE DURING TI-KPAST TKO AND

ONE-HALF YEARS PD THE PXSULTS OF THE LAT17sTsURVEY INDICATETHE

PP2@CE OF PUXIDUAL RADIOACTIVITYAT A LEVEL THAT IS ACCE?TABLTFROM

A HEALTH POINT OF VIKU CMM BOTH AS REGARDs THE POTENTIALEXT!ZR!$AL

GAMMA RADIATIOfiJEXPOSUPX AND STRONTIUM-90IN THE FOOD SUPPLY CMIIf.

WITH TH~ POSSIBLEEXCEPTIONOF LAIJDCRABS PD THF.RONGELAPINHABITA:ITS*

WILL BE ADVISED NOT TO EAT LAND CRA13SCMM PENDIkJGTHE REsULTS OF

FUTURE RADIOLOGICAL SURVEYS PD LAND CRABS ARE NOT A MAJOR ITEM IN

THEIR NORMAL DIET PD PARA EIGHTY-Tl10ROIIGELAPINHABITANTsWERE REMOVED

FROM THEIR HOME ATOLL FOLLOWINGTHE FALLOUT THAT OCCURREDAFTER THE

MARCH i CMM 1954 NUCLEAR TEsT AT THE ENIWETOK PROVING GROUNDS PD

THEY RfiMAINEbON XUAJALEINUNTIL JUNE CMM 1954 CMM WHEN THEY WEP&

MOVED TO A VILLAGE CONSTRUCTEDFOR THEM ON-EJIT ISLAND IN TME MAJURO

ATOLL PD PARA A NUMBER OF RONGELAP INHABITANTsWHO WERE AWAY FROM THE

ATOLL AT THE TIME OF THE FALLOUT ALsO HAVE BEEN LIVING ON EJIT OR

~Ls~~,J~ERE IN THE ~A~sHALL I;LANDs Pll THE SIZE OF THE GROUP ALSO HAS

CFN STRONTIUM+O $ 1954 1954
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BEEN INCREASEDBY MARRIAGEsWITH NON-RZSIDIZNTSOF RONGELAPAND BY

BIRTHs CMM AND ABOUT 200 PERSONSWILi BE RETURNEDTO THE ISLAND PD

THE SUPERFICIALRADIATIONSRIN BURNS RECEIVEDBY SOME OF THE PEOPm

As A RESULT OF THEIR EXPOSUREWERE HEALED BY THE FALL OF 1954 PD

THERE HAS BEEN A REGROWTHOF HAIR CMM NORMAL IN COLOR CMM-TEXTURE

AND AMOUNT CMM IN THE INDIVIDUALSWHO EXPERIENCEDLOSS OF HAIR

FOLLOWINGTHE FLLOUT PD THE PEOPLE HAVE RECEIVEDPERIODICMEDICAL

l!XAMINATIONSFROM ATOMIC ENERGY COMMISSIONSPECIALISTSA1?DTRUST

TERRITORY PHYSICIANSPD MEDICAL EXAMINATIONSWILL BE CONTINUEDIN THE

FUTURE PD PARA PLANS FOR THE REHABILITATIONOF RONGELAPINCLUDETHE

CONSTRUCTIONOF NEW HOMES AND COMMUNITYBUILDINGS CMM PXPLACEMENTOF

VILLAGE ACCESS-PATHs-CMM INCREASEDWATER SHORTAGEFACILITIESCMIYlAND

INsTALLATIONOF A TWO-UAY RADIO COMMUNICATIONSFACILITY PD END

REF ETA CLN CAG-459%
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