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J-3/370.05 9 April 1954

SUBJECT: TiePortson Evacuation of Natives ~d Su~C~Ys=;fzS~e~l
Marshall Island Atolls

1. Reference is made to letter this headquarters, J-3/729.3, subject:
Radiological Surveys of Several Uarshall Island ~tolis, sated 18 March.195f+
(Secret, Restricted Data).

2. Attached herewith for your tifonnation and retention are copies of
additional reports and memm~ pertaintig to the above reference.

3. Xn addition to the above material, motio~ pi~ture and still photo-
graphy was accomp~shed on various phases of t~ ~ztz~ p-evac~tion
surveys and on the reception of natives at KwaJalem. Contact black and

white prints of the still.photography are being prepared as further material
to document the native evacuation effort. These prints will not be of pr-

ofessionalquality and will be forwarded primarily to indicate the over+~
photographic coverage. Distribution will be made approximately 30$April
1954, avail.abil-ity of prints permitting distribution to the followmg only:
C/S USA (Wgt) , DMA (Am), DBM (AZC), HICOMTERPACIS, CINCPAC, CINCPACFLT,
ChAFSWP, COMNAVSTAKWAJ. Additional prints in specific sizes and qutitY~
and nwtion picture coverage, ray be procured in accofiance with Annex T to
CJTF SEVEN Opemtion Order 3-53 ● Particular attention is invited to pam-
graph 2b, Annex T covering Distribution and Contxwl of photographic
materials by the Atomic Energy Commission and the Department of Defense.
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DISTRIBUTION:
cm 701 (30C s)
CTG 7.2 (1 Cy$
CTG 7.3 (1 Cj)

CTG7.4 (1 Cy)
CTG 705 (~ Cy)

CINCPAC (1 Cy)
CINCPACFLT (1 Cy)

HICOMTERPACIS (1 Cy)

COMNAVSTAKWIJ (1 Cy)

DMA/AEC (1 Cy)

DBM/AEC (1 Cy)

Ch AFSWP (1 CJf)

CC FldComd (D1~T) (1 cy)
C/S USA, Etigt (1 Cy)

LASLHDiv (1 Cy)

HASL, NYOO (c/o Mgr Opns) (2 cys)
USS REWWJ (DDE-499) (1 c )

7USS PHILIP (DDE-498) (1 cy
USS NICHOLAS (DDE-U9) (~ Cy)

●

9 Incls:
1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.
7.
8.
9*

Report by CO USS PHILIP, Ser 001,
subj: Evacuation of Rongelap and
Ailingi.naeAtolls on 3 Mar 54, dtd 5 Mar 54.
Report by CO USS RiNWW, Ser 038, subj:
Report of Evacuation of Natives, Utirik Atoll$
4 Mar 54, dtd 18 Mar 1954.
Report by CO USS NICHO@S, (and 1st Ind by
CTG 7.3, Ser 0698 dtd 25 Mar 54), basic ltr ser
049, subj: Radsafe Survey 8-11 Mar 54, dtd 20 Mar 54.
Report by CO USS NICHOLAS, Ser 054, subj: Report of
Rongelap Survey Trip, 25-26 Mar 54, dtd 28 Mar 54.
Memo for CJTF SEVEN, subj: DDE Trip to Rongelap Atoll
26 Mar 54, dtd 30 Mar 54.
M/R: Miscellaneous Rsdsafe Surveys of Rongerik.
M/R: Kwajalein NYOO Flight ABLE Results.
Drinking Later Samples (Analysis Report).
Soil Samples (Analysis Report).
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DDE498:VLhl:GWA:Wk
H2-1
Serial: 001

S Mar 1954

From: Commanding Officer
To: Commander, Task Group 7.3

Subj: Evacuation of Rongelap and Ailinginae Atolls on 3 March 1954;
report of

Ref:
{
a) CONTASKGROUP 7.3 Disp 0208482 of March 1954
b) COM JTF SEVEN Disp 0212252 ofldarch 1954

Encl: (1) Passenger lists of evacuees from Rongelap and Ailinginae
Atoll

(2) Radiological statistics reported by monitor teams, Rongel@
and Ailinginae Atolls

(3) Location of water cisterns,*Rongelap Island

1. In compliance with reference (a), the pHILIp got ~derww from
Bikini at 2145M on 2 March end arrived and anchored off Rongelap Island
in the lagoon at 073W on 3 March. A PBM-5A (VP-29) aircraft8 No. 2085J
piloted by LCDR WELCH which previously had been dispatched from Kw~”alein
anchored about 100 yards off the beach of the same island shortly before
the PHILIP anchored. Prior to anchoring, the PBM, in good radio com-
munication with the PHILIP, made a thorough reconnaissance flight around
the atoll. Also on departure the previous evening, the Commanding
Officer of the PC 1546 offered much valuable navigational and general
information which was of great help to the PHILIP.

2. The beach party including the Commanding Officer, Executive Officer?
Radiological Safety Officer and a three man monitoring team proceeded
from the PHILIP in a motor whale-boat to the PBM end picked up Mr. Marion
WILDS, civilian representative of the Civil Administration Unit, Mar*alls
Trust Territories of Pacific Islands, and Oscar DeBrum, Marshellese in-
terpreter. The beach was such as to allow an easy close-in landing with-
out danger to the boat.

3. The party was met at the beach by John, the Magistrate of Rongelap.
Monitoring of the island cormnencedimmediately. On the basis of initiol
readings it appeared obvious that evacuation was definitely in order.
The Commanding Officer, U.S.S. PHILIP presented Mr. Wilds with the gen-
eral picture based on monitoring infomnation, and on being informed that
Commander Joint Task Force SEVEN had stated that the eatual evacuation
should be requested by trust territory officials, Mr. wilds was very
emphatic regarding the need for evacuation. Through the interpreter
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it was explained that it was to the best interests of the Rongelap
people to leave the atoll and that the PHILIP was there for that
purpose. Mr. Wilds was present during all the conversation with
John the Magistrate end was of much assistance as also was LCDR
V. L. MVRTHA, Executive Officer of the PHILIP whose Majuro Island
Government background proved very helpful in oanvincing the Mar-
shallese that they should leave.

4. The information that the people would leave Rongelap was passed
very quickly. Each person was asked to bring a small handbag as tho
only baggage since the monitors readings indicated a high dosage on
sleeping mats, palm baskets, and other personal belongings. It iS
considered very important that once the accepted leader is established
and identified that all requests be madq thrcugh him without exception. -
This procedure expedited the entire operation.

5. It was decided to utilize the PBM to transport the elderly and the
sick to Kwajslein. John designated sixteen (16) persons end this party
r-~ embarked in the aircraft in about an hour and a half after the
party first landed. These passengers are listed in Enclosure (1) which
is forwrded herewith.

6. Fortunately, the Marshallese were not reluctant to leave the island.
The magistrate explained that the people had been sick and he obviously
daduced that all of the people would soon be provided the necessary
medical c%re. John was apprehensive about the safety of his boat, m
30 fOOt 61OOP. The sloop was towed by the ship’s whcle boat to a bettor
lee. Twu enchors were dropped and the boat appeared to be in good holding
ground.

70 The forty eight (48) remaining Marshallesa were trmsported via two
-hipts whale boats to the PHILIP. Names of evacuees are listed in
enclosure (1),

8. De-contamination of the Marshallese commenced immediately upon em
harkation. Routes had been previously established and the de-contamina-
tion teams on station ready to guide the passengers to the de-contamina-
tion center (after crew~s washroom). Clothing was placed in two G.I. c=s
aft and after a thorou$h shower clean clothes were readily available at
the exit. The crow donated sufficient white and dungaree trousers,
dungaree and ftTtlshirts ~thout ~ich the de-cont~ination co~d not have

been as effective.
D%ssjfjed
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Serial: 001
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9. Women and children were billated in the torpedo room md the
men provided temporary shelter under a canvas tarpaulin rigged on the
01 level betrneenthe stacks. Cots were available as seats in both
locations. The after officer~s heid and washroom, Q short dis-
tance from the torpedo room was designated for use by the women and
children. The men had the use of the after crewts head and washroom.
The separation of the ?&rshcllose was mandatory due to the limited
space avail~ble in the torpedo room. A continuous 24 hour sent~
watch, all petty officers, was set at both locations to insure privacy
and

10,
The
the
The
Hot
ill

11●

to nssi~t in any requests made by the Marshallese.

All children were providad milk shortly after da-contamination.
Marshallese went through the regular mess line for meals and had
same ration as the craw. The moat course was the least popular.
majority of the p~rty askad for more soup, bread and vegetables.
soup was most in demand. Ice cream WW? the naturnl favorite of
the children.

The contaminated clothing was washed in the shipls laundry with
Q strong soap solution, dried, pressed and returned within four hours
after the party embarked.

12. Sleeping accommodations, although crowdod, were considered adequate.
Twelve (12) cots and two (2) stretchers wero set up in the torpedo room
and the remaining deck space covered with kapok life jackets. The men
slept on the fantail undar the deck awning. Life jackets proved to be
comfortable pallets and are excellent insulation against warm or damp
decks. With th~ above arrangements each person had o.sleeping space.

13.

0

PBM planeCommander reported thnt he thought he saw some people
on En ae ok Island (Rongalap Atoll). A pnfiy, including John and Oscar
DeBrum, he interpreter, landed on this island at 031245M. A thorough
search was made but no Marshallese were located. The Magistrate insured
thz search party that he was ctirtainthat there were no persons there
si=ce a boat was not nearby. llonitorteam readings indico.tadan av~rage
of 3.02 Roentgens, with a maximum reading of 3.65 Roantgcns. Monitor
teem statistics are included in enclosure (2). It was luclqrthat this
island was not inhabitez.

14. Six (6) samples of water taken from wells on Rongclap have been
forwarded in compliance tith reference (b). Approximate locations of

are indicntad

Declassified
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15. The ship then proco~ded to Aillnginao Atoll. The Magistrate
believed it possible that a party was on Enibuk Island. A party ~ms
lmded, conducted a thorough search but found no om. The ship re-
mained in tho vicinity of En5.bukwhile tha tw whale boats procooded
to Sifo Island. A sloop was sighted anchored in the lagoon off Sifo
Islnnd. Tho party landed and John the MT istrate once agnin explained
the nead for leaving Rongelap, Eighteen ?)18 Msrshellese woro trms-
ported from this island. Both this group, and John, assured tho party
thct there wero no Mnrshallese on my of tha other islends md the
.evacultionwm considered complstod. The sloop was anchored off tho
islmd in a good lee. The same procedures for hendling the 18 CVQCUOOS
from Sifo were followed as dascribad in the prccaeding paragraphs.

16. The P31L1P dopcrtsd from Ailingiriceat 1800M on 3 Mnrch cnd arrived
-.tthe Nave.1Station Kwejalein at 0830M on 4 March. The Marshalloso
were disembarked during the morning of 4 March and removed to the Naval -
Dispensary. On arrival, tho PHILIP was visited by Commander, Naval
Station, Kwojalein, and represontativos of Commcnder Joint Task Force
SEVEN.

17. In spite of the willingness of tliopeople to leave their homes
thora was understandable concern over the safety of the two sloops left
behind at Rongelap cnd Sifo. Thasa bocts aro a community assat for
hauling copra ond returning tho basic food staples, medicines and
clothing during the period that Trust Territory field trip ships are
not available. Thera was a considerable amount of copra in a drying
shed on Eniaetok,and a smallar cmount on Sifo. It was most disheartening
to the Magistrate to leave the copra behind since.hc hims~lf had PrePUcd
the copra on Eniastok last week. A1l livestock, including about one
hundred chickens ~nd ten pigs were ~bandoncd on Rongelapi Two dogs wore
QISO left on the islond. Since the people wore not given nn estimate of
the duration of their cvacu~tion, the concern over the above items till
no doubt increase as the absence from their homes grows longer.

18. It is recommended that aircraft periodically oheck the condition
of the two sloops at Rongelap and Sifo. It is further rccommonded that
some consideration bc given to the transfer of livestock, copra end
personcl belongings on Rongelap, Sifo, Eniaetok. Thare is a Possibility
thnt these animals could be of much value for scientific research.

19. The Marshallese v.~rcexc~llznt passengers, most coopsrativo, never
demanding and zxemplx-y in conducte It wms a distinct pleasure for the
crew of the FIHILIPto have been afforded the opportunity to assist th~se
quiet peopl~ in the eva~uati~astified

DOD DIR52OO.1O
copy to: D%s;fti
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(Evacuation and Decontamination of Marsholleso Natives)

I. Data:

Q: : READINGS (in Wi/HR): : Time of ~
.% :Island :. Ave. : Max. : Inhabited : _Roadings :
g~: : : : : z
n- .- ---- -——.- -.--,

% ~; Ro”n~elnp : 1473 : 1900 : Yos : O31O45M :
OH
E.&: : : : : :

g
:Eniaetok : X)3: : 3650 : No : 031245?,!:

z: : : : : :
“Hd:Enib~ :
C3d 445 : 550 : No : 03154m :
z o: : : : :
~ ~: Sifo : 412 : 480 : Yes ; 031713M :
i-l: : : : : :

Totalsa : 4 :---- ----- : 2 :----:

b

II. DECONT,’XIN.ITION: (PERSONNEL)

1. Decontamination readings are as follows:

Aver~e Readings

: Before :Aftor :
_IsLAND : Decontamination:Decontamination :
: : : :
: Rongelap : 60 MR/HR : 25 MR/HR :,

.: : :
: Sifo : 40 ?@HR ; 15 }~R/HR :

NOTE #l. Clothin; vms sli~htly contmninatad even after do-
contminati% procedures vmro employed due to its
rough surface and prolonged exposure to radiation.
However, maximum readings of less th-m 50 ?!R@R did
not warrnt discarding womon~s clothing due to the
short time it was to be worn.

NOTE #2. Decontamination upon leaving the ship: 20-22 M@HR.

Deckmified
DOD DIR 5200.10
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PRIVACYACTMATERIALREMOVED

A LIST OF hlARSHALLESEEVACUATED VIA PBM FROM RONGEL~ ISLAND
ON 3 MARCH 19S4

NAME SEX —.=—————

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

10.
11.
12.
13,
14.
15.
160

Me.le
Male
Femele
lhale
Femole
}Iale
Femnle
Femele
FemQe
Femele
Female
Femcle
Femole
Mdo
Male
Femnle

66
75
83
70
63
28
62
52
6
17
19
24
78
30
48
59

Page 1 of Enclosure (1)



PRIVACYACTMATERIALREMOVED

A LIST OF ~IARSWLESE EMBtmD ABOARD TKE uss PHILIP (DDE 498)
FROM RONGELAP ISLAND ON 2 MARCH 1954

NAME SEX !,GE__ —--—-
.—

1,
..

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

100
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.
31●

32.
33.
34.
35.
36.
37.
38.
39.
40.
41.
42.
43.
44.
45.
46.
47.
48.

Male
Male
Male
Llale
Male
kble .
Male
Male o
Male
~~ale
lialo
Ihde
?~~e
Male
Male
?hle ,
Male
Male
Idale
Nale
M31e
Male
Female
Female
Female
Female
Female
Femele
Female
Femalo
Female
Female
tide
Female
Female
Ferde
Female
Femnle
Female
Female
Female
Female
Female
Female
Female
Female
Male

49
43
37
36
44
31
30
20
15
12
7
7
6
5
4
13
2
2
2
1
2
4
59
53
50

31
30
28
26
12
60
4
2
7

18
15
15
13
9
3
4
3
2

15
20
33



A LIST

PRIVACYACTMATERIALREklOVED..,.. .. --—
. .,

----
FROM SIFO ISL,WD ON 3 ILP,RCH1954

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.

?Sfle
lhale
Mole
llale
Male
Female
Femnle
Female
Femnle
Fomelo
Femal%
Female
Female
Female
Female
Famale ●

Female
Fema10

35
2
42
4
57
55
13
10
1
19
2
12
16
2
16
37
25
35

page 3 of Enclosure (1)
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us MSMJJ (DDE-499)
%Fleet Post office In Reply Refer to

San Francisco, California DDLL99/LHA:rcc
A9
Sefial: 038
M March 19Y+

From: Commanding Officer, U.S.S. IUNSHAW (DD~499)

To: Commander Task Gxmup SEV~ PO~T T-

Subj: Report of Evacuation of Natives, Utirik AtoU, 4 Wmh 195f4

Iief: (a) CTG 7.3 conf disp 0312202

(b) CTC 7.3 conf disp 0320402

lZnCl: (1) Informal liarrativeof Evacuation of Utirik Island Natives

1. In accordance with reference (b)~
enclosure (1) is submitted herewith.

2. A limited number of photographs were
taken of some phases of the evacu-

ation by the ship’s official photographer.
These are not being pxmcessed “

and it is later planned to submit prints
as a supplement to this reprto

3. The four drinking water samples mentioned in
enclosure (1) as ob;atied

from the regular living area, Utirik, were de~vered to CJTF 7 on 8 knh

1954 via Major R. D. Crea, USA, Staff CJ’TF7.

copy to:
CTU 7.3.1

DM43dfie~
D*-5200J0

t

6?



ILFORLALhAFWATIVE OF LVAWATIOIJ OF NATIVfi

UTIRIK ATOLL, ALMSHALL ISLAhDS

FFW

Having received orders at just before dawn on ~ Larch 1#54, to prvceed
to Utiri~ mtoti, tne ltenshaw,immediately departed from the patrol area north
of Eniwetok AtoJl and set course eastward to pass south of Bikini enroute,
Speed was adjusted to arrive at daylight the next day and the 400 mile voyage
was completed ,withoutincident.

Meanwhile, riw.~activity was evident in Kenshaw. Charts, sailing direc-
tions, tide tables and all possible sources of information on the Atoll were
searched and avidly studied. AJ.thoughthe decision that the natives would
be evacuated was not knovm on board until late in the night of the 3rd, plans
were firmed up for handling the people. S.vcral schemes were put forward but
the final plan was made with the invaluable bowledge and assiste.lceof E. K.
Tryba, BMC, USN. He had served a tour of duty in trust territories west of
the Marshalls and had experience in evacuation of natives. --

Although the Douglas A. Munro (DE-/+22)was detailed to assist Renshaw,
her estimated arrival was not until 041330.M,hence plans were made for the
possibility of receivtig on board Renshaw all the reported 180 natives of
the Atoll.

The approach to the target Atoll was made from the westward and north of
Taka Atoll which is only 4 miles SW of Utirik. It was sighted at about 0630L
on the morning of 4 Larch and course was set southeastward to pass between
the two atolls. Enroute to the south side of triangular shaped Utir’ikAto~:
we passed close to the reef on the western side in ofier to get a look at
Utirik Passage. There was no thought of entertig this channel inasmuch as
Sailing Directions were very definite that no ship larger than a PC should
make the attempt. Nevertheless, a look was desired to determine if charted
beacons were present (they werentt) and to determine the feasibility of our
boats entertig the lagoon or perhaps even the DE should it be found too dan-
gerous on the south side for the evacuation. Theoretically, it would have
even been possible for Renshaw to enter at high tide about 16~ when our
18 ft. drag aft would clear the chann~l about 3 ft. if the charted depths
were correct and if the sun at our backs r,adethe chann~l au coral heads
visibl.. It was reckoned that the thrill of entering this channel for the
C.O. would be about like that of Russian r+aulette.

Upon rounding the SW tip of the Atoll, course was set eastward to skirt
the reef along th-:southern leg which appea:’edto offer the best lee from
wind and surf for the evacuation. Fortunately the weather was exceptionally
good with light NE winds and only moderate swells. At 0725L the s~p hove

OoOOec/
%;o

to at about 500 yds just south of Utirik Is., the largest of the AtoU and
~~ ~n which au the natives were reprted to l.i.vc. At this time tIUSt t~rrl-

‘~Oo org officials and interpreters had not arrived nor had an ETA been received.
2“~ view of our directive to com,fice evacuation at daylighthit was decided



to pruceed at once as best we could until the trust officials arrived or
if necessary without them. It was hoped thzt we might find a missionary,
a pidgin English native or even a trust representative ashore.

Consequently at about 0740 the gig (26 ft. Lf’JB)was launched and a
beach party was embarked with the tiecutive Officer, LCDRV.. ~L.Easton~ us~~
in charge. tiewas to tqy to get ashore as soon as possible, organize the
natives for evacuation and determine the best location and mems for the
evacuation. Included h this party were the Wdsafe Officer, monitor, hos-
pital-man,signalman, etc. AS soon as this party shoved off, ?.sticondMill

was launched with the Gunnery Officer in charge, who was to search elong
the reef for a break or a more favorable spot for safe boat handling in the
evactiation.

Now, as the boats left the ship, we commenced execution of our plans
for receiving the natives on board. Awnings were rigged on the fantail with
side strips from the deck to the redge rupes. ~dditional life lines were
rigged for the safety of children. Fore and aft and vertical accesses to
the fantail were closed or rvped off and awnings rigged where necessazy to “
ensure privacy for the natives. The entire crav’s washroom ,andhead aft
(largest on board) were set aside for tttenatives and for their dccont-
ation inasmuch as this is the ship’s main station for this purpose. An out-
side salt water shower was rigged, a receptacle was pruvided for their clothvs
and sufficient clean dungaree shirts, trousers~ etco~ were raised by an
appeal to the crew, to thus clothe all the natives. A pig-pen was fashioned
by closing off access to a 3ftgun tub. We planned to tether chickens to
life lines on the 01 deck and let the dogs roam free amongst the populace.

Meanwhile, the Executive Officer and party approached the south shore
of the island at a pint about 15(XJyds west of the eastern tip. The island
here and elsewhere has a continuous outer perimeter of table reefs extending
some 40 yds out into the water over which the waves produced a surf of m~dium
size and presented considerable small boat hazard. Having selected a point
where the surf was slight and appeared to offer the best spot, the Executive
Officer commenced paddling ashore in a small, one-man robber raft (we kept
it after picking up a b~.iled-outjet pilot last fall), which had a line
attached to it from the boat. After so,~.err~sress towaras the beach he
appeared to experience difficulty with the surf and some unseen force resulting
in no prugress. Considerable hunmr and some coz’mm w-e evoked at sight of
the &ecutive Officer furiously paddling, each stroke whirling the raft 180°
around but -king no prmgress. It was later determined thzt the line from
boat to the raft had fouled in the coral, securely anchoring him to seaward.
By this time a few of the natives had appeared and some of thcm swam out and
helped him ashore amidst friendly greetings.

At about this time, Navy JIW g12 seaplane arrived from Kwjalefi~ l=lde~
in the western part of ~he l~goon and com&nced taxiing elstwlrd towards

RicLosmi (1)
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Utirik Is. hftcr establishing radio con’mnications with the plane and as-
certaining the number of passengers, the ziwcutivc Offic&r wcs dirtictedto
cross over to the lagoon side and use tt,erubber raft or any means to land
the plane passengers. With the friendly help of the cooperative natives,
the X.O. with the rubber raft, set out in an outrigger canoe towards the
seaplane in the lagoon. But just as he approached ‘theplane it taxiied away
apparently not distinguishing him ammg the natives. It had been suggested
to the plane that if hc had difficulty landing passengers in the lagoon, hc
might try landing outside the lagoon near the ship. Upon hearing this
suggestion, the plane took off immediately and after on~ try, a trwacndous
bounce, another circle and approach, landed near the ship about 091!5U.

]~e~while, the gig having disembarked the tiecutive offiCer was in-
structed by him to pzmcced eastward about 500 ~-ardsto a small cove w?~ere
the natives said landings could be made with more ease and safety. This
was done but callfig it a cove is a misuse of the term. Ease and safety
did not seem to fit the situation either but it did appear less dangerous.
By using the anchor to seaward the gig was slowly worked up to the reef
Edge where the F,adsafc-:fficcrand his team disembarked and waded ashore
to the same friendly welcome, handshakes and ‘iGoodldorning”from CVCTY nativr.
larga and small. During this time the Executive Ofiicer had returned to the
beach from the lagoon and his try at receiving the plane passengers and ad=
vised the native chief to prepare his people for evacuation. Sore:of the
natives who seemed to understand and spoke some broken English were of grc%t
assistance in thi9. At this time the ship was advised by theX.O. of the
necessity for evacuation on southern and seti.LIJtide of Utirik Island and
that native boats would be of no practical assistance. The Gunnery Officer
in the WB, after searchtig for several miles along the south leg of the
atoll, reprted there were no breaks in the reef nor landing places of any
kind.

After the gig had disembarked the remainder of the beach party, it was
returned to the ship having lost its anchor in leaving the reef. It arrived
in the vicinity of the ship just in time to meet the plane and take aboard
its passengers. They consisted of Marshall Island Trust Territory repre
sentative, ‘ZershallIsland interpreter, and two public relations civilians
attached to s:eff, CJTF 7. After a brief consultation on board aEa pro-
curement of another bolt anchor, the gig was a~ain dispatched to the beach}
meeting the K’;~Benrmute and receiving from it a radioman with a portable
SCR-300 radio which grzatly facilitated ths operation. This party was n.~t
by the Executive Officer and the group then set out for the til-lage. The
seaplane departed shortly for Kwajalein.

mcLOwRzl (1)
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While this was going on the hadsafe Officer and his team wsre making
their survey with radiac instruments AN/PDR-27E. The first readings taken
wore w tho eeaward side of the island where intensities of 110 mr (with
and without beta shield) were found, Readings of 120-130 mr (with and with-
out shield) were indicated along the foot path connecting the seaward side
of the island to the village on the lagoon side. Upon arrival at the village,
several natives were monitored with the ,followingreadings coxnnonto all; over
all body 100 mr (with and without shield), hands 100 mr (with md without
shield), gonads 105 mr with shield and 110 mr without shield, feet 115 mr
with shield and 120 mr without shield. Since the readings in the air over
the entire middle section of the island was 100 mr, it is believed that the
100 mr readings stated in this reprt were due to background intensity effects.

Other items monitored in the village and their intensities were; thatched
nofs 125 mr with shield, 130 mr without shield$ 4 water samples f~m wells
100 mr with and without shield, all food with exception of coconuts 100 mr
with a.rdwithoutshieid, coconuts in their various forms of preparation ranged
from 130-150 without shield, fish cleaning table 121+mr with shield, 130 mr
without shield. A short field trip was made into the undergrowth and grass
areas surrounding the village where readings of 160 mr with shield, 170 m=
without shield, were found close to the gxmund, indicating concent.=ted and
trapped contaminating particles. The monitor made his way via projecting
cozal pieces some 10 yards into the lagoon where the water gave a 50 mr read-
ing with and without the shield. The hospitalman was assigned.the task of
collecting water samples and succeeded in obtaining 4 samples of drinking
water from 4 of the most commonly used cistern rese~oirs in the village. It
is believed that the very low contamination of the water was due to the
roofs over each resewoir.

Upon arriving at the village the Zxecutive Officer with ~xust TerritoW
official again informed the natives thnmgh the interpreter of the necessity
for evacuation. The interpreter was asked not to scare the natives or unduly
rmsh them. l!everthelessjhe had the floor ar,dafter a few words, the natives
really moved though it is not believed he shook them up too badly. It JWS
carefully expkined that we would take along their pigs, chickens, dogs, boats
or anything we could load. But after a conferenc~ with the Trust official
in which the degree of conta,fiation, decay and ultimate return of the natives
were discussed, it was decided, on recommendation of the official, b leave
the livestock and boats behind. The natives agreed to this and after being
reassured that their posstissionsand animals would be safe until their return,
b~gan stre~g toward tht evacuation beach. Possessions taken along rarely
exceeded two bundles each, and one of which was usually a woven bedding mat.

7/
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At this time, about 10151d,the ship was advised by the X.O. that the

evacuation would commence about 1100 and a life raft was requested for
use in shuttling the natives over the reef and through the surf to the
boats standing off about 50 yards. At appnximately 104OM the boat arrived
with the raft and the evacuation commenced at 105O. By this time the ma-
jority of the natives were gathered on the beach and ready to go. Women,
children and old people were shuttled out to the boats first, with their
possessions, followed by the men. Much cooperation and assistance were
realized from the able native men whose alertness, willingness and ability
to swim pruved invaluable during the evacuation and reduced the number of
shipf6 persomel required. ~t about 1200 the evacuation was about half
completed but the wind was freshening, the tide was flooding ~andthe surf
was kicking up. The operation became increasingly hazardous and two raft
loads of evacuees were very nearly upset in the surf. The co~l was chew-
ing up the suspension ropes and lattice work of the raft and in a radio
consultation between the X.O. and C.O., serious consideration was given
to ceasing the operation and trying again from the lagoon side. Since
this would delay the operation seve~l hours and also was fraught with .
danger as already indicated, and sine; we could see the end in sight, it
was decided to continue. Most of the women, children and aged were sl-
ready gone and no one had been hurt other than a few coral cuts. Another
raft was dispatched and the pace was stepped up, though less people were
loaded on each raft and extreme care was exercised.

Ten l&’Bloads of about 15 people each were required to complete the
evacuation of th= 154 natives. ‘l’helast raft load left the beach at about
1245U leaving as forlorn a set of dogs as you have ever seen. At H5M au
the natives were on board and none too soon because the wind and surf con-
ttiued to increase. The native chief named Compass, has been repeatedly
asked how aany natives were on the atoll and if we had them al-l; He was
insistent that all were on Utirik Island, none were on other islands of the
atoll, and none v’ercon Taka Atoll, L - 5 miles away. He first said there
were 161 natives present and proudly brought out a card index file to prove
it. Careful.questioning however indicated that at least two infants had
died a day or two before and that the ola boy didn’t have this PAUECrecords
up to date. The next figure we got was 157 but further questioning indi-
cated he was counting two or three imminent but as yet unborn babies. The
last figure of 154 was arrived at after a count on board and was concurred
in by the chief and Tmst official. A breakdown was as follows: men 47,
women ~, children under 16, boys and girls, ~ each.

At about 1300M when rafts were securti and boats were hoisted, course
was set for Kwa.jaleinto arrive at dawn on the 5th. At about 13451Jwe met
the D.A. ;hnro rDE-&Z2) coming up
was nothing further for her to do

Deciassifj~ .
DOD DlR52tx)J@

frwn Kwajalein to assist us but there
but fall in astern end return to Kwajal~in.

Declassified

DOD DlR5~~0
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It did not seem prudent to further move the natives around by dividing th..m
up between the two ships, inasmuch as no great overcrowding was evident.
The Lunm had a medical officer on board and offered his services which
fortunately were not needed. It was comforting to know he was available
however, should any of the pregnant women fall due and payable while orI
board.

Reception and handling of the natives on board worked out fairly welJ.
and generally as was expected. Zach one was monitored m they came on boar<.
and readings were around 7 mr/hr which WaS subst~tiaW lower than ‘he
average of 20 mr/hr readings on the beach. This indicated that wading out
to the rafts had helped quite a bit in reducing presence of fall-out ma-
terial on feet and clothing. Some of the children were muted th~ugh the

showers as soon as they came on board. But it was decided to feed all of
them before starting decontamination of adults. Serving lines were set up

on the fantail using regular steam table trays of food and giving the natives
paper plates, cups, etc. They didn’t eat very well, perhaps fr~m the ex-
citement or maybe they just don’t like meat loaf. They did b~tter on the
bread, mashed potatoes and oranges. ●

After lunch the Tmst Territory official made some suggestions for
changing and iq.mving our facilities k;lxichincludedcareful partitioning
and segregation of the womenfs side of the head and washrooms. He explained

that under conditions of excitemer,tand strange surroundings the wmen are
extremely modest. Then commenced decontamination measures and considerable
resistance was encountered. But by prodding and cajoling we managed to
get all about l@ of them through the showers. These were the aged) infi~
and sick. With”no readimgs higher than 7 mr/hr it was decided not prudent
to force the old people in the showers. Next the pzmblem of clothing amse~
!$ehad sufficient clean dungarees for them all .~sdpl;.~nedto run all their
clothes thro~h the laundry and give them back to put on before leaV@ the
ship. But here again stiff resistance was encountered. We trial but they
couldn’t seem to understand taking their clothes away and the women wanted
no part of the dungarees. Clothes were nonitored and since they averaged
only about 3-L mr/hr it was decided that the situation did not.call for suck,
drastic measures. Ali of these matters were discussed with the Trust Terri-
tory official, and decisions were concurred in or made on his recorrunen-
dations. Careful observation of the natives and questioning of the inter-
preter as to their mood, excitement and general morale convinced us that
forcing then to give up their clothes would really shake them up.

By late afternoon they were settled down on their mats and generally
quiet except for ths kids, sone of whom took seve~l showers. They were
bright-eyed XK! cute as could be, Some fw of the women, as is their “~~~nt;
talked quietly but steadily all aftemocn fmm the time they CaJTIeabo~fi.



Vieftied up a fine supper for them of boiled fish and rice with tomatoes
and lima beans tied in. By this time they had gotten used to their SUX=
roundings, had recovered their composure and their appetites. They really
stowed away the chow, This was followed by ice cream and cookies, heavily
sweetened grape ade and some bright colored hard cendy we had left over
frmm last Christmas. The men were given cigarettes and all seemed contented
and happy. Finally, we showed them a movie and there was not the slightest
reaction of any kind from any of them the whole time, It should be re-
membered that most of these natives had never been off the atoll and as far
as is known had never seen a movie.

The night was passed without incident and they seemed to rest well on
their straw mats. The weather continued good and since we were proceedtig
downwind at a speed of only 11 knots there was practically no motion of the
ship. Next morning they ate and seemed to enjoy a big breakfast of hot
cakes, bacon, bread and jam. After considerable rubber necking as we en-
tered Kwajalein Harbor and during the process of mooring to the pier, the
natives were disembarked at about 050900iito waiting buses in custody of
CordiavStaKwaj. As they went over the -sideone could not help but observe
and admire the innate dignity of these simple human beings and their naive
but forthright and optimistic attitude towards life. These seemed to be
expressed in a conversation with the native chief thrmugh the interpreter.
The chief was asked what they had Seen and he replied with gestures
indicating a large explosion. He was then asked what they thought of it
and his reply was not the negative one as might be expected that the world
was coming to an end, but, IfTheworld, we think she etart over again.”

.iiiimm-~““’”’’(l)
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Fleet Post Office P-22

Sm Frsncisco, CrJifornia S “: 049

From: Commwding Officer
To: Commcnder Tzsk Group 7.3

Subj: Radsafe Survey 8-11 March 1954

1. The Task Group 7.1 survey p~rty and W. Marion
representative, arrived RongalPP ct 074S0!!,8 I.!erch
shortly thereafter. ‘rTorkirlg parties, RS indicztcd

V;ilds,trust Tsrritory
~ad bomded NICHOLAS
in Commcndcr Joint Task

Force SEWN dispntch 0604002,-were mado lvnilcble to Dr. Scovillcls party.
Dr. Scoville informed the Comn,omdingOfficer that all reports of g%mma
intensities -nd other scientific data would be reported only to Commnder
Joint T~sk Force S?’JES. Ho specifically requested tho.tno other comm-ads
be made information nddressee. ~cily drsp~.tchesindicating results of
R~dSd. survey on each ~.toll,origin~.tedby Dr. Scoville, W’orc~~drcssed
~ccordingly. On de’o~rking~.tZniwotok at 0C30, 12 Unrch Dr. Scovillels
pzrty tr-nsportzd .dl emth nnd w~ter samples to Pvry Islwd.

●

2. The following islads, in stolls, were visited.
-.

!Ir.:;ildsaccompanied
working parties ashore on all ex-inhabitated islmds Acre n~tive ProPertY
w~s secured as directed by him.

Q. Rongel-+ Atoll; 8 p~d 11 !J,>rch1954:

(1) Rongelap Island:

(a) Nntive houses wore closed up and property loft h the
open, that could be ruined by weather, was moved inside.

(b) One dog md three cats were killed as possiblo menace
to livestock.

(c) One thirty foot sailing schooner wcs beach~d nbove high
w~ter rm.rk-md filled with sca w~ter. lkwts were unshipped md pl~cdclin

c. shed o.longwith s~ils.

(d) Two sc.cksof rice md five sc.cksof flour were opened nd
pl~.cedoutside as feed for pigs cundchickens.

(e) Buckets, p-as and lqgo clm shells were plnceciunder
ewes of houses to provide drinking water for livtistock.

4?9



(f) All livestock appeared to km in good condition. It is
beliav~d that sufficient watar will bc av~ilzble ~1though T.shortng~ of
food is expected to develop in the near future.

(g) Water md soil smplcs wero taken zs directed by Tc.sk
Group 7.1 personnel snd intensity levels were taken.

(2) The isl~mds listed in sub-pzrzgraph (3) through (15) sre
r.11uninhc.bitatedexcept for p-.rtiesof n~tivss the.tgo from Rong~lfipto
mdce copr~.,collect sea birds c.ndfish. There W.S no nntivs property
found. Intensity levels were t-ken by Task Group 7.1 person.nel.

(3) Enirnn Island.

(4) ;.rbm- IS1md.

(5) Busch Islxnd.

(6) Snido Island.

(7) Eni~.etokIslend.

(8) knidjet Islmd*

(9) Knbelle Islmd.

(10) Zriirippu Islmd.

(11) LulcuenIslnnd.

(12) Gejen Islrnd.

(13) Lomumilcl Islmd.

●

(14) .’,erikIsl~md.

(15) i]nenIsl.-nd.

b. Utirik ltoll; 9 Mzrch

(1) Itirik Isl~md:

#’-&?

.&

1954

(r.)Three canoes were be?ch~d shove high wo.termark.



m-(b) !iouseswere clos~d up ~-.lnst w~”,thermd prop~rty left
in tho wenther, that could be spoiled, W-.Smoved inside.

(c) :[zterc~tchmcnts were provide”dfor livestock by pl~cing
old p-ns, buckets .md lmge cl~m shells under eaves of houses.

(d) Six clogswdre killed to protect liv=stock.

(e) ;.11livtistockzppe’.rodto bc in ~ood cofidition.

(2) Ion Isl~nd:

(n) IJninhsbit~ted- intensity levels taken.

c. !3ik:.r..toll;9 ]J-.rch1:54
●

(1) EJikm Islmd:

(n) Uninhabitated - intensity Icvels tdmn.

d. Rongerik ;.toll;10 ?T~rch1954

(1) EniwetW Islmd:

(e.)i’.irForce personnel were lcxdcd zlong with a ship’s
working pzrty. Spoiled neat rmd othar consumables were dumped in the sea.
Equiprwnt wzs tested md sscur~d g?inst the ~Tther ?.sdir~ct~d.by ;-ir
Force personnel.

(b) “Taterar:fisoil .smples were obtained md inimnsity
lG-Jelst~Jceri.

(2) The islcnds listed in sub-pn.r.~r:.ph(3) through (6) ‘.rcun-
in’nzbit~tzd. Intensity levels, only, w~rtit?Jicn.

(3) Rongerik Islmd.

??



‘1e. 4. ingin.%0 toll; 10 !fnrch1954

(1) Sifo Islwnd:

(a) N~.tivoproperty, left by people who weru visitin~ from
Rongelup Isl:md, WM protectod ~zi”nst the wc:.thzr. Lll clothing, tools,
etc. were pl?ced inside a canvas sholtcr on top of dri=d prim fronds, rnd
covered with ~dditioncl cmvas.

(b) ;.thirty foot sc.ilir.gschooner W?.Smo-;tidto ~ sni’o mchor-
n~e in thz Ica of ?niuettiku Islmd. The boat W:S ~chortid in ~ smdy spot
in th~ ev~nt thzt it should sink. Benching WRS impr:.ctio.:.olcdue to the
linited time av>ilmblo.

(2) Enibuk Isl”md:

(a) llctivcproperty

(3) Bokonikairu Island:

(P.) Uninh~bitated -

3. Navig~tion &d genorrl information:

a~ Ron@ap.Atoll:

(1) Entrance
ewt Pass, ‘tr{f3stPass
becnusa soundings are
good. The Smill Boat
to see cnd -.ppe~.rsto

(2) Landinqs

can be made quite r~adily through south PaSS md ~;~r~~
shows quite pl~inly, however, no Fzs.szgswms attenpt~d
not cdequate. Nnvigationd fixes, using t.mgcnts were
?assa;a in the Iiorthwostpfi.rt of the o.tollis difficult
be very dangerous when hewy SWC1lS me rur.ningt

can be re~dily r.adeon all islcnds by ~otor who.lebo~t.
On nest of’the isl<ds the bz~ch gr”~dizztW-.Squite steep, ptirnittinge“.sy
‘oe~chiil~of’bolts. ... sh-lrplookout ~hould OJ ~L?.int9ill~5‘-t211 tir.~~for
cor~l hezds and dcmk, yellow, or dmk grtisn,w-.terShOU13 b~ ~T.r~id~d*

b. Elikar...toll.

(1) 5ikar Island Pass~ge is vsr~ difficult to find :md p“.ss~.:e
through ths la~oon is difficult cvzn for e snail boat. .“.lndin~ W:.S
nnde with verv little difficulty in the ltieof ~ikar Isl’~Ld“.tlow tid~e



c. Ron::rti Atoll: o

(1) Only small bo::ta: i-y .;as .q,aa~.A shaldo.~ctral’tvessel should
havs very little ’difficd.ty@king ent~y. Navigational cuts were very pqoro

(2) Small boating was rough but not dangerous.

e. UtiriK Atoll:

(1) The four beacons shown on HO chart 6023 have been replaced
by two black buoys. It is understood that the Trust Territory AKL makes rzg-
ular entry into Utirik Ato~ through Utirik Passage. The beacons on and
around Utiri.kIsland are missing.

(2) Small boating is not difficult, but a sharp watch should be
maintained for coral heads.

4. Recommendations and Swnmary:

a. Survey of these atolls from a DDZ type vessel is somewhat inefficient
in that Rongelap is the only atoll, of the five visitsd, that can be entered
and navigated safely, thus limiting the number of islands that can be covered
in a given time. Boat handling operations outside the atolls were difficult
due to heavy swells. I’Jiththe forces available, it is bslieved that ths use
of a DDE is ths most practicable solution for similar missions. For operations

subsscusnt to wCASTLZ”, it is recommended that a smal.lsrclass ship of shallow
draft be used. This would permit entry into most lagoons shortening boat runs,
in sorescaszs txznty miles.

5
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b. Make boat entry into windward ~rt of lagoon wherever possible.
This permits boats to run down wtid, speeding the operation ad halping
ksep instruments dry.

c* i!aintainradio communication with boats. IrIthis rsspect, this
command used SCR 536 which were the only battery type radios available.
Communications were fair. It is recommended that an SCR 4)8 or similar

to

small battery radio with at le.ssta thirty mila range be used if possible.

d. It was found advisable to provide the boats with ovsrlays of the
atolls showing magnetic ccmpass courses betwsen islands and passss.

e. Provide boats with food, water, binoculars and rifles. The last
for protection against sharks in case a man falls over board.

f. Use stern anchor when beaching to prevent broaching. Lo not l:t
boat remain on beach, but haul out and await return of party.

Beach in the lee of island whe~ever possible.
-..

g“

h. It was found impossible to cover all of the islands in sach atoll in
the time aLlo tted. Rough weather and long boat runs between islands in a-
tolls slowsd up operations. Task Group 7.1 scient~ic personnel designated
the islands they desired to survey and landings were made on au so designat~d-

i. ‘lJorkingparties w~r~ kept fi~ly in hand. ~ch working party was
required to remain h sight of a commissioned officer and M’. Wilds. AS
far as could be determined, no native property was molested or pilfered.

j. It is estimated that the maximum accumulative dosage received by any
ons person in the partiss was 2.5R. Ffim badges, worn by all personnel ashors:
or in the boats, have been forwarded to the U.S.S. 1341ROK0for dsv:loping.

/s/J. C. ZLIOT
J. C. ELIOT

copy to:
CQCORTDZSDIV 12
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c/o Fleet Post Office P22
San Francisco, California Ser: 054

28 Larch 195.4

From: Commanding Officer
To: Commander Task Grou,p7.3

Subj: Rongelap Surv:y Trip 25 - 26 March 1954; report of

1. Th~ Uss NICHOLAS (DDE-449) departed BIKINI Atoll at 19~hf, 25 ~Jarch
195L for RONGELAP Atoll in accordance with Commander Joint Task Force SZVLN
231131Z and Commander Task Group 7.3 2323232 of~larch 195L0 The following
P~rsonn=l from Task Group ‘7.1were on board:

Dr. Lauren R. llomldson
Lr. Thomas L. Shipmzm
Dr. idward i. Held
Lr. Ralph F. Palumbo
Dr. Paul R. Olson
Dr. Thomas N. White
hir.dilliam W. mbbins
Mr. Pascuale R. Schiavone
Major Charles M. Barnes, LJSAF

2* The ship arrived off the South Entrance, RCNGELAP Atoll at 2601OOM and
put a whale boat in the watsr at 260630M to meet the plans arriving from
Kwajalein with Dr. &ndls party.

3* The ship then proceeded to Northeast Pass, RONGELAP Atoll, entered and
anchored. Dr. Donaldson and his party dep%rted the ship at 0830M.

4* The plana fxmm Kwajalein arrived off RON@LAp at 0W5MY was met by the
whal~boat. Dr. Bond, Wr. Marion ‘.?ilds,three Public Hsalth Service Officsrs,
thrse Natives and c’.;cellaneousequipment was transported to th= beach. Ths

●

plane was guided to an anchorags about two hundred (200)
from ths villagz wh?rz it was a~chored.

a. Perannel from the NICHOIAS assisted Dr. %nd to
following: Capture fiv= young pigs and one sow; capture
obtain soil. fruit and vs~+tation samples. On~ boar was

prds off shore

accomplish ths
fivs chickens;
killed and an au-

topsy was p~rformed on th~ spot. The-animals and other samples were placed
in cagss and transported to the plane. Dr. Eonds party deported RONCELAP
at 130013,26 March 1954. Thz whalzboat then dzpart~d RONG2L~F Island and
proceeded ~~>rth to rejoin the ship, stopping at BUSCH and OJIA.iiOKIslznd
to msasur. radioactive intsnsity. on: member of RadSurvsy Tzam accom~ni~d
this boat to condlct RadSurvsy on Southeastern Islands. Dr. Lonaldsonls

party worked in the Northeast part of RO?;GiLAPAtoll, collecting fish, soil,
birds, inv.rtebrat:s, algae and vegetation samples. One m:mber of R?.dSurvej
‘i’=amaccompanied this this party to conduct RadSurvey of Northern Islands.
It was not, possible to collsct rats, as desired, dui to th~ un~xp~cted d~-
partur: of the ship as dirscted by Comnander Task Group 7.3 26GZ17Z of Larch
i954.
iNcLOsuu (4)
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5. Dr. Bond expressed the opinion th~.this mission h~d b~>n O.CCOmp-
lished to his satisf~ction. Dr. ilon~ldsonst-.t~dthat his mission has
been ~ccomplished s~tisfactorily. Kr. !~-.rion‘:ilds,Trust T~rritory
leprosentntive requostsd that the boat ~t lILIl!G;i’iIEbe be>chzd when-
evzr prcctic~bla. ;>11bocts at RONG2L:1 h%-~zb~cn bczchcd by !:1C30L’,S.

6. Prior to the ships depmture, thr:e hT-176/PRCIO rp.dioavwro ob-
t~ined by l:r.P. Schiavone from TIsk Unit ?.1. Thzse r~dios were very
s:.tisfzctorymd for superior to the 3G-611-F uszd on the lest trip.
It is recommended that this t.yp~r~.diobz uszd by ships on futurtitrips
if they ~.rerequired to operate small bozts o.long distmce from tho
ship. ]~~~~ptionw~.sexcellent at twenty (20) nileso

7. The ships depnrture from ROFGJL12 J.tollwas delayed until 262130:
bac~use the motor vrhdeboat experienced .2fuel pump f~.ilurcor.returning
from K122LL: Isl:ad, where

e. The ship rejoined Tnsk

copy to:
CONJOIHT;5KFORCE S3VEN
C01!CORTD!2SDIV‘JT::ZL’TE

they were coll~ctin~ r~.ttrctps.

Group 7.3 ;ff EIIKI;lIf.tollnt 27013C%1. ‘-

J. C. 3LIOT



N3!CPANDW!FOR:

s[mJzc’?’: DDZ Trip

1. Rsference
trip, conductsd by

a. .Ikach

30 h!arch1954

to Rongelap Atoll, 26 March 195f+

JTF S3VW$ DTG 2302202 Mwch 1954. pWPOSe of subject
USS !’JICHOL/S(DDL LL9) was to:

small boats belonging to Rongelap Marshallsse.

b. Condtictradsafe re-survey of fiOngelap.

c* Collsct approximately 5Q0 pounds contaminated top soil re-
questsd by WC Division of Biology and ~edicine.

d. Collect samples of iarine life and vegetation.

d. Collsct domestic ani~ls rsmaining at Rong=lap vi&e*

2.. The Undersigned actad as JTF $i’VENand TG ?.1 representative
=d was responsible for sxicution of lb and lcc Since the NICHOLS will-’
rrak~an ovsrsll report, and d~tailed reports on Id and la will be made
by the project officers concerndd, the details in this report are con-
fined to lb and lc.

3. It is not~d that the scope of activities lb and ld was more
limit.d than had originally b.en plam=d. As wiLl be clear from the re-
port of ths NICHOL.S, this WS because 26 March became R-1 after th. work
start~d. Thanks =inly to thd excdllent planning and manag~ment of Capt.
Jos~ph Illiotand fiscutive Oificer Cli~ford Frink, much more was accom-
plished than might reasona.bl~havs k~n exp~cted under thess clrcumstancss.
lC and 1< vi=r~accomplished ess~ntially as planned, but la had to be
omitted.

4. Ths radsaf~ re-survey -,vasconducted by Mr. ’P.R. Schiavons of TG
7.1, TU-7, using two rsczntly calibrated NJ/?DR-39 instruir.$nts.Rsadings
on Rongelap Island wtre taken during the mornin~ ad on the oth-r islands
durin~ thz aft.rnoon of 26 Uarch.

Island

Ronrelap

Fbsih

mr/hr

LO at 0930 at standard position estab-
lished by Scovill~ Surv:y

50 South =nd

90

200

%0



OrIRongellp Islmd, the rssdings in thz huts lppcmd to ‘!-l@-15fi
le~s thnn outside. Inside the huts the rc-.dinGsat ground lJVG1 V:orc
qbout 7Q% of those ~t he~.dlevel. lieadinl:sover ~rcvsl w~cs md
near the cisterns were about 30 mr~hr; inside the cistcrfis,:bout 1O-15

/mr hr.

5. The top soil ~~nple w--sobtair.~dfrom LAB,IFQJIsl?nd R sm~.11

isl~md well cover=d with bushes md grnsss but VtithoutPZIH tre~s. It
had been plxmed to get the stnmplefrom KI.3SLLL,but this could not b~
done without interfacing with ths fish -nd vegetation collectioil.

6. Specia2 mention should be m:de of <he work of ~:r.P.R. Sch.iwone,
who did m excellent job of gettin~ suppli~s znd equipment not ~:r~ilnble
on the lJICHOL;.S,ns well as conducting the rad-sd’c survey.

s/ T. ihit<
L[ T. diITA

H.bivisionj LASL

&
,.



;:W,OWJ;DLMFQ

h!isceltiems Radsafe Surveys of RonGerlk (burveysSUBJECT:
by CTG7.4)

RONGERIK

17 March, 12@~~

Living Area ReadiW3s:

Mess hall interior
Hospital interior
iialkfrom hospital
Store room (behfid

@ - NO m/hr ‘:,aist level

50-- 75 mr/hr ‘,,aist level

100 - uO mr/tW ,;aistlevel
to mess 50 - 55 m/hr ~,aistlevel
mess)

Exterior store room tent
100 - I.~0inr/hr ,,aistlevel

100 - 150 mr/hr “,;aistlevel

General Area exterior
-——

‘i;eatherStation Site Wad@s:..-—

Exterior areas local
125 - u:- 160 ‘r/hr

;nterior all tents ● ;0 -
Interior bufldhg

Site Read-s:
~o -

General area 70 -
Interior tents

Ad.latentto trailer
160 -

75 nr/hr
60 mr/hr

190 mr/hr

Land@ on beach
Q mr/hr
60 rm/hr

Living area
Inside mess ha~

22 mr/hr

Inside di.spensam
26 mr/hr
23 m.r/hr

Inside bar~cks
ESE end of island (Rawtisonde)
Along road to Ratisonde area
Inside weather bufid@3
k’orkarea outside buildin
Army area (aromd trailer7

Inside foi.lagearea
Inside tent

40

4~ mr/hr

-u- LO mr/hr
23 u/hr
60 rs]hr
40 rnr/hr
40 .mr/hr
19 mr/hr

~~~aistlevel

“,aistlevel
‘.iaistl=el

,aist level
:,aist. level..—
‘<,aist level

;;aist level

~!arch. U 00 MIKE

21 .mr/hr
60 mr/hr
23 mr/hr
25 ,mr/hr

.:. Inside weather building

4004%%IP
Living a-reaStiU

% #.’%#
Inside karracks
Inside dispensary

%+0

lnclosure 6

#

.;aist. level
:,aist level
‘,:~istlevel
:,;aist level
‘,:aj.stlevel
,,aj.st level~.,

;daistlevzl
~laistlevel
,aistlevel
~aistlevel
,;aistlevel

,,ai.st level
“,,aist level
‘.;aistlevel
\,aist lf2v~1



l,LATHEE SITE (Location of samples taken)

Shelter Tent

,/-‘\ ~- -

! ; --- -—. ——‘.-.
I

I
-Building

~

I I

(s/t R. A. House
R. A. HOUS&
Lt CoI., USAF
Ch. Tech Br, J-3
JTF SEVEN

3



MWORAN DW FOR RECOHD:

SUBJECT: Kwajalein-NYOO Flight ABLE Resdts

1. NYCWKwajaleti Flight Able,
consi~ts of an aerial suney at

appro~tely 200 feet altitude over the followfig atous north of KwaJ,

“-

Lae, Ujae, ~otho~ Bikini, Ai~ginae) Rongel.ap,Rongemk, Taongl,
alein:
n:\.-- Ii+; wik

The aircraft are equipped
Taka. Ailuk, Jemo ad ‘itiep” .. .. -....-:..imc+ nl -

DJ.Kdl > ““* .*.., -—..—,

- sensitive gamma radiation me~s:L~L: ~,....
with scintameters which are
ments with a wide range$ designed to measure ground contmatlon fnm

altitudes of 200 to 500 feet.

2. FollWing ~~t~ snot at 261825Z March 1954, Flight Able was

flowm on the following dates with results indicated
: (In mr/hr ground

contamination)

Island (Atoll)
Lae (kc)
Ujae (Ujae)
Yiotho (Vjotho)
fiibuk (Ail-inginae)
Rongehp (Wngelap)
Kongerik (Rongerik)
Sybil-la(Taongi)
Bikar (Bikar)
Utirik (Utirik)
Taka (Taka)
Kapen (tiluk)
Jemo (Je~)
Likiep (Likiep)

271900Z to 280317Z
0“
o

:
28
36
1.0
0.1
--

8
1.6
0.8
O.lb

302030Zto 3102O8Z
o
0.2
1. ‘i
26
78
58
0.4
15
7

7
2.4
2.1+
1.0

(s/t) F-.~~.HOUSE
Lt CoI., USAF
ChTechOpns Br, J-3
JTF SEWN



~’ DR NKING WATKR S.QdPL!ZS(Analysis Report)

d/n@
(ON SWLE DATE)

COLLZC1’ION
DESCRIPTIONMm LOCATION

6 March

6 March

6 ka.rch

7 “~ch

4 March

5 March

6 March

6 March

6 March

7 March

3 March

8 &rch

8 l.Lrch

8 Larch

Likiep Island
Likiep Atoll

Collected from largest
cistern on heaviest popu-
lated island of atoll

77m

Same as ‘Xl 550

1020

25W

430

1200

1700

Jem Island

Qluk Island
Ailuk Atoll

Same as 4’1

WL

“ti5-8

Mejit Island

Utirik Atoll

Same as WI1300

0900 Composite of 4 water sam-
ples taken by U% WNSHAW

Composite: ~ from catch-
basin

1(Y

67

160c.. Ormed Island
Y!otjeAtoll*

-411

L from welli412 U30 bven Island
Wloelap AolA

1 from catch-basinifi13 mo Kaven Island
Maloelap Atoll

1 from we~ (catch-bash
dry for 1 month plus)

71630w Wotho Island
Wotho Atoll

1’;Tap W=terWIO 1200 DaLap Island
Majuro Atoll

0930 Ron@lap Island Comoosite of 9k,m
6 bottles. 120,CC0
Chart included &7,000 No. 1 N9. 6
to show location 24,000
of bottles on 11,000
Rongelap Island 63,000

Wll

Rongelap Island Central cistern
of village

W12

w13 2.on~elapIsland Cistern watsr from
north part of islard

Rongelap Island Cistern water from
northern most vi~age

%
INCLOSURE #&



A1-U4Jsis R=Fort) CunLfQ

COLLECTION
d/m/ml

SAMPL3
NQ. !2ATi TIME IQCATION LIisCRIPTION (ON SAb{PL!3lhTZ)

——

Ron~,elapIsltindSouth cistern in
6Ll,oc@*

‘Jil5 8 Wren
village

Utirik IsLand Cistein
7,200-;$

VT*6 9 March

Utirik Island C~stern 33,000+$
‘N17 9 March

Aniwetak Island lkstilhtion water
66*

‘f18 LO LLa-ch
Ronberik Atoll

u ccmputed as of 3 Li,.rch

●

2



SAhiPLd
NO.

SL

S2

S3

S4

S5

S6

S7

S8

S9

Slo

Sll

S12

S13

COLL.i(XON
LATE

6 Lrch

6 March

6 lhrch

7 k!arch

5 March

5 Uarch

6 I&rch

6 ‘Xarch

7 March

7 Each

TEIJ

0800

1200

1700

13Q0

1600

1130

1630

1200

1200

LOCATIOt~

Ukiep Island
Likiep koll.

Jemo Island

Ai_lukIsland
Ailuk Ato~

Mejit Island

Ormed Island
“?otje4toll

Erikub Island
Ikikub Atoll

Kaven Island
M+Loelap Atoll

Yotho Ishnd
“~otho Atol.1

Dalap Island
liajuroAtoll

Utirik Island

(QN $t%DATE)DESCRIPTION

u.;?r layer bare soil 23,000
in random spots un-
sheltered by tretisor
shrubs etc.

Same as above 13,CKKI

sand as above 23,000

Same as above 30,000

Composite of 5 samples 15,000
(1 beach, 3 fid-vi~age~
1 back village)

Composite of 2 samples 4,300
(1 mid-village, 1 half- ‘-
way to beach)

Composite of 4 samples 5,m
(2 from village, 2 from
paths to beach)

Composite of 3 samples 2,400
(1 by well, 2 mid-~~age)

Composite of 4 samples 950
(near .dmin Bldg)

timposite of 3 samples 270,000
(Collection date of S1O is uncertain,-probably 3 k&rch1954
by PBiiSuvsy Party. ~-.alysisvalus given is corrected to
7 Larch.)

8 Liarch Rongelap Island

8 ?iarch Rongelap Island

8 Larch Aongzlap Island

Soil from north part of 1,300,0~~
island

Center portion of island 7,4~,~--

1 mile north of Rongelap .46Q,000*
village

%?

9’/



sAh!PLi%
g.

S14

S15

s16

.517

s18

.519

S20

S21

*S22

COLL.WTION
ti/~~J-n

DAT4 T~@ LLICaTION IXSCRIPTION (oN sAWM DnTi)
——

Rongelap Island NGar south cistern of
630,00*

8 l&.rch
village

8 March Zriirippu Island
35,0 CD,00W+

Rongelap Atoll

8 ~~arch Fmiwetak Island
3,200,0~*

Rongerik “fl.toll

8 M:flch Kabelle Island
20,000,000”*

Rongelap fito~

Utirik Island
5,600,00@H$

9 M~rch

9 hikrch Bikar Island
230,000-%+

Zniwstak Isl?nd
1,~o ●~++%-

10 Mach
Rongsrik ;.tOU

Sifo Island TEmporary village
S4,000*

D March
J,ilinghae Atoll

9 &ch Bikar Island Foliage, windward side 460,0cc-

* d/m/gm of plant ash (3oAuiv.to 1.4 x 104 d/m/gm plant as received)

* CuWuted as of 3 *ch

Soil values ray be roughly t anslated to ~uries per square tile by
.

5
dividing by 13, or to d/i~fL by multiplying by 6000.

2

4$



Army site

\ieatherSite

Living Site

26 harch, 1500 MI~

42 mr/hr
~~aistLevel

out
In , 20 mr/hr

~;alstLevel

LO mr/hr ViaistLevel
out
In 18 mr/hr ~~alstLevel

out 35 mr/hr ~~aistLevel

T- 15 mr/hr ;~alstLevel
AL b

. -.

Al+liYAMA (Location of samples taken)

Trailer.—
t

I._–i

-. . OcA’J
‘.

.

‘\,\.
)

● -.

c“”
. ‘---- -

\

x) -Parked by pile of rocks ‘.,\.
d ..

.
Tent

3.,
-h

i Horseshoe Pits (%=4

LIVING AKLA (Tmcation of samples taken)

—- o

I
i I-Dispensary

]:.arkedbY i
wooden crate

..—. .— —
Barr.

.—— -—.,

Bayr:-----..:. .——-_ . .——


