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U.S. ERRED

Bikini Island:
lost Again
fo Radiation

When the alomic bemb dropped, [
thought Bikini would disappear com-
pletely. 1t would have been betler,
maybe, if it had. . . . Then we would-
w't have all these troubles.

~=Nathus Note, scribe
of the Bikiai people, 1978

. BY JERRY BELCHER

Tnen Lot writer

BIKINI, Marshall Islands—When
the Americans made him leave Bikina
for the first ume, n 1346, Andrew
Jakco was 34 years old.

When, alter using the fragile Paci-
fic atoll for 23 nuclear test blasts. the
Americans in the person of President
Lyndon B. Johnson assured him, hig
fellow istanders and the rest of the
world that Bikint once again was safe
for human life, Andrew Jakeo was 56.

Now Andrew Jakeo is 65 and,
above all else, he wanls o live out
the days that remain to lum on this
tiny curve of coral. sand and coconul
palms with hts family and fricnds

Then, when his Lime comes, he
wants (o be bumed here among s
ancestors.

But the old man wil not be permit-
ted to ond his days where he wishes.

For one day next monmth—{cderal
officials say about Aug. 22. although
official plans dealing with this place
and these peoplte seem (0 g0 awry
more often than not—Lthe Americans
will remove Andrew Jakeo and the
140 others hving on 449-acre Bikim
Island, largest of the 26 islets that
make up Bikinm Atoll.

They will be trarsported to “lem-
porary” quarters in Kili, a single 18-
{and with a land arca onc-sixth that
of their 2.2-square-mite home atolt.
Kili, without a lagoen, lies ncarty 500
miles southeast. il 1s an isiand some
Bikimans habitually refer to as “the
prison.”
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The Bikimans must leave their an-
cestral home and 1ts beavuful. fish-
tceming lagoon because the Amen-
cans, as they themselves nov agmit,
made a regrettable error 10 years 3go:

Despite what the scientisis and Lthe
President said—despiie an invest-
ment of $3.25 miliion for clcanup ard
rebuilding — Bikini 1s nol salc aficr ali.

Andrew Jakeo and the others hiving
on Bikint Island arc bemng subjeeted
unacceptably high doses of radiation
left behind bv atomie and hydrogen
bomb blasts that scarea the atall dur-
ing 12 years of testing.

Some younger Biamans may live
10 see Lheir hometang again. bul An-
drew Jakeo will not. It may bde 50
years defore Bkt as [it for human
hattation.

Andrew Jakeo is bitter and angry.
although like most Marshallese he
veils his cmolions {rom oulsiders.

“The Amcncans toid us wn 1016
that they had come to test a bomb.”
he said nol long ago. “They lold us
they did not know how much ihe
domb wauld hurt Bikini, They toid us
that after they tested the bomb, and
Bikini is good again, they will brirg
us back. They did not say how long it
wouid be.”

But Androw--Marshallese address
one anather by first names and expeet
outsiders W do the same—belicved.
along with the 165 others the US.
Navy removed 1n 1946, that they
would be back wilhin a yrar of s0.

Mcantime, he was convinerd, the
Americans winb b prove!s for b et
the othor pos e ol b
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Andrew finaily came back about
eight years ago. He was among the
irst 10 return. It was 24 yecars after
the Navy had taken him away, two
years after President Johnson's an-
nouncement that Bikint was safe.
From the front porch of hs con-
crete block house overlooking Bikim
1agoon, the old man recalicd the long
years between departure and returm.
There was near starvation. much pn-
vation. There was shutthing from one
alien 1sland to another and another
and yet another, There was scattenng
of family and fricnds, disiocation,
nearly total disruption of a hitherto
_quiet, uniroubied way of Lfe.

“Maybe there were some times
when | was not unhappy,” he admit-
ted “But ... every dav | remem-
bered Bikini. And every day [ wanted
10 come back because it is my home-
land, because Bikini is a beautiful
place.”

He was quiet, deferentially polite.
But at last, in reply 10 the stranger's
question, Andrew dropped Lhe emo-
uenal veil stightly.

RHow, the stranger asked, will he
react when he leaves Bikum once
again and forever?

“1 will weep,” he said. “[ will feel
anger. . .. [ will not ge. | will sit
f oo e T S S RS
© ‘You'd have to say
the removal was th’e
right of the conqueror.

L8~ -t e

here. They will have o cury me
away.”

He said he also believed some of
the others would do the same as he,
fecl the same as he.
~ And how, after ail that had hap-
pened 1o hum and his people since
1946, did he feel now aboui the
Americans?

The old man taughed, perhaps em-
barrassed by the question and by the
fact that the questioner was an
Amencan

Then he lcaned closs staring

through thick green-unted glasses .

that made hus dark eyes seem enor-
mous.

~ “The American is a liar-man.” he
$aid. “His promise 1s not kept.”

* ‘The first Amenican promise to the
Bikini peopic was made by the US.
Navy after President Harry S Tru-
man had, on Jan. 10, 1346, at the rec-
ommendation of the Joint Chuefs ol
Staf!, given Lhe go-ahcad for Opera-
tian Crossroads, Lhe first post-World
War [1 test of nuclear weapons.

In sumplest terms, the promise went
something like this: We have decided
to use your atoll to test a powerful
new weapon. For your own safety,
{vou wiil be moved o another place.

e will take care of you there. When
‘we're through using your atoll, we
will bring you back.

Few now question that the Navy
had the legal rizht to appropriate Bi-
it Awoli for miliary purposes.

Bikim 13 part of the Murshall Ls-
lands. which s part of Micronema,
which noturg was eatubhiched as a
UN. Trus Toritory uncee 1S ade
minsurauon by lerms of the UN

Charter of 1945.

Specthically, it was designated a
“strategic trusk.” which permutied the
Uniied States 10 sct asile ceran
areas of ihe former Japanese mandate
lerntory for muitary sccurity pur.

s,

Bikini seemed a logicai cheice
geegraphucally. 100, The sdea of Oper-
auon Crossreads was to see what the
atomie bomb would do o a naval
Tlcet. The three A-bombs of World
War I[ had been explcded in the New
Mexico desert and over the Japanese
enies of Hiroshima and Nagusahl

Other sites were considered. But
Jecording  to  Crosstoads  nistorian
Heal Ihines, “Bikiru fuifiled all the
conditions of climate and saiation. It
was . .. 2500 miles west southwest
of Honoluiu , . . but it aiso was ac-
cessible. ... I8 inhabuants, who
then numbered 162, could be moved
10 another atoll”

{Most other sources say the popu-
lation then was 166. Since then there
has Leen a population extiosion, To-
day 860 pe-sons claim land righis
Bikini Awil—140 now Living on Bikimi
Island, 450 on Kili, and the others
scaltered throughoul the Marshails.)

There was concern on the part of
the U.S. fishing wndustry that the lest
blasts might hurt the rich commercial
fishing grounds. There also were so
many complants from ammal lovers
that pians to use dogs as tost anumals
werc canceled. Bul therc 1s no ree-
orded prolest against removing the
Bikimans from their ancesteal home-
land.

“In retrospeet . . . you'd have w
say the removal was the ‘night of the
congueror,’” said Jim Winn. a trans-
planted Kansan who 1s aistriet attor-
ney of the Pacific Trust Tertitory's
Marshall Istands District.

“Our attitude must have been that
we, at the cost of scveral thousand
Amerian lives, took the Marshails
. . . took this whole arca of the Paci-
fic from the Japanese. Ama . . . part
of il was the attitude, ‘Wetl, they (the
Bikintans) are Just little brown people
anyway. They don't need their atoll
We'll just move ‘cm of[ someplace
else”

Certainty the Bikinians were in no
position to seriously oppose the Navy
when, on Feb. 10, 1546, Commodore
Ben Wyatt, then the mititary gover-
nor, armved by scaplane and an-
nounced that Lhey must go clsewhere.

In effect, the islanders then and
there adopted the United States as
their wroij alap—thoir  paramount
chief, the power aver and beyond
thair local 1sland chief, Juda. And. in
Marshailese tradition, this meant that
heneeforward the United States was
respansible for the protection and
well-being of the Bikini people.

Aithough to Amcrican eyes the
atolls of the Marshalls look much the
same, the remaval was deeply painful
and culturally destructive Lo the Bi-
kimans.

Far. as many anthropalogists have
observed, there 1s among Micronesian
peopley a profound, mystical attach-
ment to the particular, uny plots of
land owned by their familics or clans.

Anthropologist Robert Kiste, au-
thor of “Che Hhkinaas: A Study in
Faresxt Mizmton,™ <ud in an nter-
vicw Lhat the rehion Inp between a
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‘HOT BREW’ —Jeladrick Jakeo checks sap fr
lets it {erment into jakauru, @ midly clconolic
are forbidden, Jokeo sgys no one has e
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man and his land overndes the con-
cept of nationality.

“To say, ‘I'm Marshallese, that 1s a
Yoreign concept” Kiste said “West-
emncry named Lhose islands the Mar-
shalls. So ‘Marshallese’ has less
meaning than ‘T'm Bikinian' And
among themsclves, they speak not of
bemg Bikinians, but =y, I'ma n
of this parucular piece of land’ Land
is an expression of who | am—of indi-
wnidual identity.”

Or. a3 fellow anthropologist Jack.
Tobin, another academic txpert with
long expenience in the Marshails, ex-

3

pressed it

“In those islands, a man without
land is no man.”

By a mlit vote of the atoil's leaders,
the Bikinians chose to go w Rongenk
Atoll, 128 miles east of thew home
aloll. The Navy, which put out press
reieases at the time indicaung that
“the nauves were delighted” by the
move, was only slighly more re-
suained a year later in its official his-
tory of Crossroads, “Bombs at Bikini.”

“The Bikinians, convinced that the
(A-bomb) tests would be a contribu-
Lon to world peace, indicated their
willinghess to evacuate,” the Navy
hutorian wrote.

R wasn't quite thal way, according
w Tobin, emeritus professor of an-
thropology at University of Hawaii.

“They did not go willingly,” Tobin

sad “They were forced to go. . . .
They agreed because they had L, just
as they had agreed Lo do things when
tre Japancse had bayonets in the
backgroynd.
“Put yourself in their shoes: You've
been wid what to do by the Japanese
for a quarter-century . . .and told by
the Japancse military the Americans
were weak. So when the Amencans
wiped out the Japanese . . . all Lhose
American ships appearing, the natur-
al reaction . . . would be o go along
with what they are told.”

On the afternoon of March 7, 1946,
the 166 men, women and children of
Bikini were loaded aboard Navy LST
1108. As the awkward landing crait
hacked off the beach at Biluni island

+ teat camp 3L Kwajalein. In Septem.
ber, the Bikinians voted to reseitle on
Kiti. and in November, they were fi-
nally settied on Kili and began build-
ing a new and bigger village than
they had had on Bikini.

- Kili was withoul question better
than Rongerik. But it also was small
and, worse yet. it had no lagoon. The
island was constanily pounded by the

and churned out of Lhe blue-green la-
goon, the people gathered on the
main deck lo sing traditional songs of
farewell. The next morming they were
unioaded at Rongerik.

On the morning of July |, a B-23
bomber called Dave's Dream dropped
a “nominal yield” 20-kioton (lhe
equivalent of 20,000 tons of TNT)
atomic bomb over the fleet of 70 ob-
solete US. and captured Japanese and
German warsh:ps moared just off Bi-
kiri {sland. It exploded 500 [cel abave
the fleel, sinking five ships, twisting
and crushing others like cheap toys—
and imliating the radiation poisoning
of Bikint.

Among the 42,000 observers of the
awesome blast was Chief Juda,
watching as a guest of the Navy {rom
the deck of the amplubious command

|
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They thought they
could bear up under the
hardships of Rongerik.
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shup Mt McKinley, several miles
away. The Navy used more than 10,-
000 mstruments (o record Lest data,

Chiet Juda's reaction was not re-
corded. The next day he repined hig
people at Rengerik.

Ronzerik was a disaster. [L was oo
small. There was 1o litile food And,
accoruiing lo legend, i was haunted
by an evii wilch named Liborka, who

isoned the fish of the lagoon. In
act, certain {ish of the ligoon were

isonous which was why Rongerik
ad been uninhabited for years.

But it was.clase to Bikini and the
people had chosen it for that reason
They thoughl they could bear up un-
der Lhe hardships until they went
back to their home atoll. That, they
were convinced, would be in a couple
of years al most.

Chief Juda had returned from the
fiest bomb test (the seeond, an under-
water shot, was held July 25, 1946) Lo
tell hi peopie that while there had
been great damage o the ships, there

than at Bikim. Supply ships could
neither land food nor Lake away copra
~dried coconut, the only cash crop—
for months at a time because of the
heavy surl. Somclimes six months
passcd befare a ship could unload.

In an attempt Lo relieve the isola-
tion, the Navy turned over a 40-fool

power whaleboat Lo the Bikiniant. IL
sank in high seas in 1951,

In the same year, the Navy tumed

Pacific. Fishing was far more

over ration of Micronesia—

scemed 1o be little Lo Bikind itsell. The
trees were sii standing, stll boening
coconuts. But the radiation, invisible,
was not something he could under-
stand.

Severe food shomges developed
during the winter of 134G-47. In
spring of 1947, fire destroycd a third
of Rongenk’s coconut trees. The peo-
ple pressed for a return o Bikini, but
a radiological survey indicated that it
was wo "hot” for permanent accu-
pancy and wouid be for many ycars.

In October, the Navy announced
that the Bikimans would be relocated
on Ujclang. But two months later, the
Pentagan announced a new series af
nuclear tests would be held. this ume
al Eniwetok, another atoll in the
Marshails. The Eniwetck people
would go to Ujelang instead of the Bi-
kinians. The Bikinians had to wail.

Andrew Jakco remembered the
Rongerk period well. “I was a big
man then,” he said, “but I got skin-
ny.” He held up the iittle finger of ks
lefl hand. "Skinny like this. One old
woman died from hunger. . .. Fora
year and a half, we did not have
enough {ood. (somctunes) got our
food by cutting apen the coconut tree
and eaurg the heart of the tree. This
kitled the Lree.”

Jetadnik Jakeo, Andrew's 48-year-%
old brother, was a Loen-ager on Ren- -
gerik. “It was termble,” he remem-
bered. “\We ate things that were rol
good. gathered coccnuts that [icated
in from the sca. Bad food.: we g6t sick.
Arms and logs swelled up, and we got
brlltslers on the arms and we had diar-
thea.”

Late in January, 1948, the Navy
dispatched  anthropologist Leonard
Mason, now of the Uriversity of Ha-
wai, 10 investigate. He found the ex-
ies at the point of starvation, living
on raw flour diluied with water.

In strong lerms. Mason recom-
mended that the peopic be removed
from Rangerik as soon as possible. He
also recommended Kili Island, al-
though he admitted it had many dis-
advaniages, as the best avalable
place 1o relocate the Bilanans

In March, 1348, they were moved 0

and Lhe problems of the Bikinians—(
the civilians. A high commussioner
was appointed by the President to
work with and through the U.S. De-
partment of the [ntenor.

Matters did not improve right
away. But under pressure from the
United Nations, the high commissior -
er pushed a communily developmert
plan W improve agricuilure on Kili

In addition, the Trust Temwry
turned over a copra trade baat 1o pro-
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vide a.transportation lnk o Jaluit
Atall, where a colony of Bikinians had
been esiablished as past of the com-
munity development project At first
he scheme prospered. morale im-
proved and some Lhought the Bikini-
ans raight learn to adjust Lo Kili.
Then. late in 1957, and early the
pext year, typhoons sank Lhe copra
boat, destroyed the new agricultural
proects and wrecked the Jaluil colo-

Y.
After that, according to Tobin, the
Deart seemed 10 go out of the exles,

On March 1, 1854, test shot Bravo,
an H-bornb 750 limes more powerful
tan the first atome bomb, was ex-
pioded at Bikini with tragic results.

An unpredicted wind shift after the
blast had sent the 20-mile-high cloud
of radicacuive particles dniiting in the
wrong direction, acrusy Bikini Island
and beyond. The plume stretched 240
muies long and 40 miles wide, over an
ares far outside the resiricted danger

zone.

Rongelap, Rongerik and  Utirik
atolls, all inhabited by Marshailese
and US. military personnel, were in
the path of the fajlout, which in some
places fluttered down like snow(lakes.

Twenty-eight Americans, 244 Mar-
shallese and—although It was not
known untl someume fater—23
crewmen of the Japanese fishing boat
Fukuryu Maru (Lucky Dragon) were
seriously irradiated One crewman
died of complications, The rest spen
a year in hospitals. :

The Amencans and the Marshal-
lese, evacuated and treated in milita-
ryh L ost i diatcly, did
noL seem at the time to have suffered

manent harm. No one seems o
what happened to the Amert-

cans. But over the years, 47 of the
Marshallese have developed Wyroid
ahncrroalities, seven of them diagn-
osed as cancerous. Thirty-five have
had Wieir thyroids removed. One has

died of leukemia, another of cancer of
the stomach, believed to have been
caused by Lhe Bravo fallout.

Bikini Island, although unoccupied,
was intensely irradiated, a fact which
would have conscquences which will
be felt for generations.

The Bravo disaster and the world-
wide publicity given to it played a
part :a the eventual susp of nue

terior Stewart Udall, the AEC sent a
team of technologsts to make an in-
lensive radiological survey of lhe

atoll.

On Aug. 12 1968, President John-
son announced that Bikini was safe,
that it would be rehabilitated and re-
setlled “wilh all possible dispatch.”

GClenn T. Seaporg., AEC charrman,

lained that the President’s final

clear lesting in 1958—the year of Lhe
23rd and final shot at Bikim—and in
the nuclcar Lest-ban treaty of 1963,
which ended atmospherie testing by

. the United Slates, Britain and the So-

viet Union.

With the end of testing, pressure
mounted to return the exies Lo Bikini.

William Norwood, now living in re-
tirement in Hawai, scrved as high
commissioner of the Trust Terntory
from 1966 to 1969.

In a recent interview with The
Times, he said, “We had, of course,

[ e s e
The experts warned

that the coconut crabs

should not be eaten.

"bben under pressure from the Bikini

mople themselves Lo get them off of
I. They were constantly asking lo
be put on some other island. They
hoped first and foremost for Bikuni
.. . | remember being introduced to
Chief Juda, who very cmotionaily and
persuasively, and almost tearfully,
leaded with me o either get them
ck 1o Biking or, fuling that, to get
them a betler place than Kili."
Norwood said that about the same
Ume a rcpresenlahve of the Atomic
Energy Comnussion-=he does not re-
cal] his name—told him that monitor-
ing of Bikini's radiatton levels indi-
caled it might now be safe once agan
for permanent reoccupation.
In May, 1967, some time afler a for-
mal request by Secretary of the In-

decision had been based on the rec-
ommendatian of “eight of the mest
highly qualified experts available” af-
ter studying the 1967 survey resuits
and unammously concluding that Bi-
kint Island and Eneu Island, 10 miles
away, were radlologically safe
enough lo allow reeslablishment of
the Bikunians there.

The experts—all either AEC em-
ployes or employes of AEC contrac-
tors ~warned that the cocenut crabs
shauld not be eaten because of ther
high content of strontium 90. There
were N0 warnings about any other lo-
cal foods. They recommended that
radiological checks be made periodi-
cally to determune how much radia-
tion the people were being exposed o
from external enwvironmental sources
and from ther diet

Chief Juda did not live to hear the
news. e had died—shertly before
the Johnson announcement~of can-
cer, which he beticved had been
caused by his exposure to the first A-
bomb test in 1940, a clum scienusts
are :nclincd to discount

Ironically, especially in view of
what was {6 be learned 10 years later,
several Bikinians expressed suspicion
about the food grawing on the conta-
minated atoll during a wur of the -
lands & [ew weeks alter the Johnson
announcement

One of the Bikinians, named Jitaj,
even refused Lo touch food from the
atoll, insisting it was poiscnous.

Arother, Layo, made I forecast
that, from the perspecuve of 1978,
scems {ar more acute and accurate
than the predictions of any of the US.
bureaucrals or scentists. “It will take

radiation levels in the interior of the
island were 00 high to permit people
1o build and live 1n homes there.

“We didn't really find any surpnses
fn that external radiation field,” said
Tammy McCraw, who had been in-
volved in both the 1967 and the 1975
RIrveys.

However, at the same time, it was
determined for the first time that lo-
cally grown bread{ruit and pandanus
—{wo popular itemys of diet—were Lo
radicactive to be safely consumed
over the long term. Coconuts, even

The internal dose had
risen dramatically be-
tween 1974 and 1977.

MRS Y TR SIS TN

more of a staple in the local diet, were
reported to be safe.

Then last summer, 2 Lawrence
Livermore Laboratory study done for
the Energy Rescarch and Develop-
ment Agency, an AEC successor
agency, (ound that well water on Bi-
kinl excceded federal standasds for
radicactive strontum 90,

Other levels of radiation on the is-
land were so high, accopding (o Lhe
report, that there was lLitte margin
for safe absorption of any additicnal
doses {rom the food chain,

But, at the same ume. ERDA en-
viroamentai safety official Roger Ray

said it would be ture {0 say Lhat
the Bikinians be moved-off
their atolt.

By fal, though, there no longer
wag any question: Ray (told a meeung
of the Bikini-Kili Counct] in Mapzo
that Bikini Island “should no lon,
be considered a permanent oeuj:
ment” and advised that consideration;
be given Lo moving the settement to
Encu.

It seemed the scentsus had now
detcrmined Lhat the Bikinians were
absorbing radiauon at a rate substane
Ually above the federal safety stan-
dard of .5 rem per year, a measure-
ment of radiauon dosage of any kind
producing biclogical effects in raan.

According to the Department of
Energy (successor ta ERDA) Lhe ex-
ternal dose on Bikuu Isiand 1n 1977
was .2, the same as in 1974 But Lhe
internal dose, measured by an m-
strument called the whole body coun-
ter, had nsen dramaucally in three
years—{rom a reac.';._; of .067 in
1974 o a top of n 1977,

And the coconut was named as the
radioactive “villain," since it was the
only locally grown focd then bemg
consumed in any guanuly. As one
scientist put it the coconut palms
were “'sopping up” radigaclive cesium
137 and strontium 90 at a much
greater rate than anyone predicted,
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100 years before the islands are back
in shape 2 " Tobin reported him
agsaying. '. . . Theslands are com-

"pletely ruined now.”

Still, despite their suspicions and
the obvious enormity of the job, the
Bikinians on the tour apparently were
convinced by the officals and scien-
tists that at least the 1siands of Bikini
and Ereu. 10 nules away, could be
made livable.

The Bikar:ans reported the condi-
tions they had seen and the piaas that
were being made for rehabil:Lauon W
their feilow islanders on Kil. Only
two or three of the 300 then Lving
there voted agaunst the idea of an
eventual return to Bikini.

The cleanup began in February,
1969. using some Bikinians on the
work crew. The rest of (e rehabuita-
tion preject—plowing up Biki and
Eneu Istands, replanung them with
food crops, began later the same year.
A few famulies began moving back o
Bixinl .

By 1974, the $325,000 tleanup and
the §3 million rchabiiation program
was through its first phase. Forty of
the planned 80 homes had been erect-
ed.

Then. as planning for the second
phase was beginning, Lhe Biamans
said they wanted to locate some of
the new structures in the interior of
the istand.

The following year, another AEC
radiologicai survey was made. Uus
ume in mare detau. it was found that

3
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High doses of radiation from these isotopes
are known to causc various i of cancer in
man, but stientists dcbate the cancer nsk from
relatively iow doses such as those 10 which the
Bikanians have been exposed. In general, sqien-
tists have found that the Jower the dase, the
fower the risk that cancer will develop over a
period of years.

The peopie living on Bikini were ordered
either Lo eat no coconuts or 10 ration themselves
to one a day. But they were toid the coconuts
trom Eneu were suil safe.

The Trust Terntory government Initiated a
feeding program. Except for fish and fowl, the
peopie were to cat nathing but US. Department
of Agriculture surplus food.

By February of this year, it was official poli-
cy: Bikini was uafit {or people to live onr.

In contrast to 1968, the news was not an-
nounced to the world by the President of the

May, “We can show that Eneu is lower (in ra-
dicactivity) by a factor of 10 than Bikiry Istand
.. » Eneu could be a residence isiand without
restricuons, which means you can eat the fish
{ou caleh in the l3goon, you can grow any crop.
'm convinced that these Eneu (test) crops are
ggmg o show very much lower levels thap the
numbers.”

At the Department of the Interior, Ruth Van
Cleve, chuef of ternton affaurs; John DeYoung,
her top assstant, and High Comgussioner
Winke! all thought Eneu was the most aceepta-:
ble second choice of the Bikiruans.

Bul now all three were caulious about the
data they were gettng from the Energy De.
partment, "Al we can do at any stage is listen
to what the siy—and hope they're
right,” Mre. Van Cleve said

“The decisions of 1967-G8 (that Bilini was!
Isafe (pr)rcselllemznt) were based on available

L3

United Siates.

It was rather quietly passed along to Con-
gress in the form of 2 money request. Underse-
cretary of the Interior James A Joseph, in ask-
ing Congress for a $15 nullion appropristion to

te the people of Bikini, cxplained the
y in fow-key, bureaucratic styler

“1t became evident that radionuclide intske in
the plant food chain had been significantly mis-
ciculated in terms of human consurapticn, . ,
The restriction on the use of coconut products
produced on Bikini Island for food and export
make (it) . . . unrealistic as a permanent place
of settiement.

He wrote that Eneu lsland tobe the
‘most feasible alternative piaca to resettie Lhe
500 persons who had earlier inicated they even.
tuaily wanted to live on Bikini laland, but added
that a smail number would Likely choose g re-
"'”A:ﬁm h te ‘eveals that these

“Analysis,” he wro 2
Eneu Island coconuts can be used for {ood and
possible future copra export.”

Jnaglz proposed that $13 million be spent to
make Eneu livable and $2 million be investad in

ving conditions at Kill

mid-March, Rep. Sidney R. Yates {D-0IL),
chairman of the House interior subcotmittee
o0 appropriations, opened the first of a series of
heanings on the money bill and the plight of the

Bikimans, )

At the April 12 session of the Yates suboom-
mittee, Trust Territory officials testified that it
was their belief Bikini Istand would be of i mits
for 30 to 50 years but that Eneu, 10 pules away,
was likely to be a safe site {or pe. manent reset.
Uement. )

- Adrian Winkel, current high commissioner of
the Trust Tcrritory, tesufied that, “even know-
fng of the danger.” those alresdy living on Biki-
i lsland wanied to stay there and that there
'was some indication others from Kill waated w0
Join them on the condernned home island.

The subcommittee was told that final deter-
mination of whether Eneu was safe for per-
manent relocation could not be made unti
about Jan. ], 1979, when radicactinty levels of
fruit and vegetables grawn in an experimental
garden plot on the island would be made known
by the Department of Energy. .

But the witnesses agreed that the Bikinians
could remain where they were without harm
until Jan. 1 if they just stuck to the rules and
refrancd from eating the coconuts—unless,
they added in qualification, the medical tesls
{whoie body counts) 1o be madc on the Bilani-
ans later in Aprl showed sharp uomps in wnter-
nal rarlialion dosage. And that was not expected.

MrCraw, now chief of special projects branch
ol the Encrgy Department's divinon of en-

vironmental salety, said {n an interview in early

ke Winkel said “And now we are in

i the same position. The decisions we
mne_now will be based on avalable knowi-

edge.’
. But less than two weeks later, there was bad
aewt for the Bikinans

The report on the April whete body counts on
the Bikinians showed a startling increase in in-
ternal radiation doses.

The readings ranged up to .38, nearly double
the federal safcty standard of .5 rems.

Including the external rac:ation desage of .2,
the same as 1n the past, the top reading was 1.18.

At the same Lime, and just as startlingly, pres-
lirminary results of testing on coconuts grown
on Eneu showed radicacuwvity levels jive to stx
times higher than had teen expected.

Testifying at the May 22 session of the Yates
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‘We would like you to keep.

your promise to the Bikini

people, to take care of us.’

L - s e e ]

subcommittee, Mrs. Vap Cleve said the latest
ured L

she "

diate hazard o their health, the people must be
removed {rom Bikini Island within 90 days.
Second, it appeared that Eneu must be ruled oyt
as the alternative site of the permanent reset-

o move to “public domain” land in Hawaui of ta
the maintand of the Unzted States.

He said the maponty of those living on Kill
dpparently preferred to reman (here. But, he
added, some wanted L0 join the Bildni residents
wherever they might be relocated.

Further tests on Eneu foodstuffs would be re-
quired before the isiand could be finally ruled
out. Winkel said But he was not opumustuc.
And, without quite spelling it ouL, he seemed o
disrruss the thought of relocaung the Buanuna
in Hawaii or on the mainiand.

“On the basis of all the factors,” Winkel
summed up, “it is my deczsion that the peaple of
Biluni Island shouid be relocated to Kili [sland
at Lhis time.”

Winkel's to the sub ittee on
the Bikimans' preferences was accurate as far
asit went. N

But, from Times interviews with more than a
dozen Bikruans on thewr condemned island ast
month, it was apparent Lthe hugh commussiones
faded 0 convey the depth of their feelings,
especially therr reluctance to be resettied n the
Marshalls, particulariy on Kili “Kili,” they sad
agan and agan, “is bad, Kili is no good.”

With only one excepuon, they said they
wished to be resettied in Hawail or Flonda.

Muton Anien, born on another isiand but
married into a Bikini famuly, put it this way:

“We would like Lo be with you in America al-
ways. We like you, We would like you to keep
y;:ur promise Lo the Bikini peopie, to take care
of us. E

“You made a promise to the Bikini peopte, 0
we would like 0 come live with you —and you
can support the peopie of Bikinu as much as you
can—live with you so the Amenican doctors can
watch me and my family because | worry about
the radiation, worry about the radiation might
aiter night. . . . Everybody here says tus.™

Magisirate Tomaki Juda, sppearing before
the subcommuttee once again, said that aithough
there was deep sorrow and bilicrness among hu
people and ajthough “life on Kili i difiicult.” he
concurred in the high commissioner's decision
}a relocate them at least temporardy on that 8-
and.

Then he suggested practical measures which

‘he said were necessary to make Kuli Livable—

eonstruction of 3 2.000-foot airstnp and an all-
weather, all-season pier, establishment of a

e same session, at the head of a small
delegation of Bikini leaders, was Magistrate To-
maki Juda, son of the man who was chie{ in
1946 Although born on Bikuni, the 35-year-old
Tomaki was o young to remember detals of
the first removal. But he had heard stones of
that ume all his life.

He repeated one now to the subcommilles:
When the naval officer had toid the peopie they
must leave the sland a generaton ago, he had
com them “1o the chiidren of Israel whom
the Lord saved [rom thew enemy and led inlo
the promused land.”

1t had not worked out that way,

“We are more akin Lo the children of Lsrael
when Lhey left Egypt and wandered through
the descrt for 40 years,” the dark-sikunned, dig-
nified Bikiman sad “We left Bikint and have
wandered through the ocean for 32 years, and
we will never return Lo our promised land.”

In fact Tomaki waa back on Buuri on June 1,
along with High Commussoner Winkel, but
only to break the news to the people and to dis-
cuss with them where they wanted ta go.

Winket's recommendatons were read into
the record at the June |9 meeting of the Yatcs
subcommuttee. He noted that those living on Bi-
kind Island told hirma that if they could not re-
man there, or at least on Eneu, they preferred

) Y, & new school, renovauon of
homes and communty {aciities. Considerauon
also should be given, he said. Lo relocaung some
of the people on Jabwor Island at Jaluit Atoll

The Bikini lcader also made it clear that in
addilion to relocaung the peoole, and making
thewr new homeland livadle, e United States
had further financial obligations,

1L was too soon 10 discuss details, he said, but,
“we feel that our people, especially the eiderly
ones, are entitled o compensauon from the
United States. for their removal from Bikini and
for the wirtual desirucion of Biluni and olher
islands.”™

Congress has now approved the $15 million
for relocaung the Bikiruans, and buuding
matenals are being purchased (or the tempara-
ry housing for Lhem on Kili,

Plans are under way for the Kili pier, al-
Lhough some persons famuliar with the surf con-
ditions do not believe it 1s feasible, o

Planming aiso goes ahead for the final remo-
val of the people from Bikini next month,

One last matter: Ruth Van Cleve said In
Washington (hal, aithough old Andrew Jakeo
cannal conunue to live on Bikuni, it 8 possible
that afler tus death he couid be buried there
with his ancestors.

But she added, “! think we would want to get
firm word on thyt (rom Lhe scientista.™



