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The Rongelapesewere

1957 after an absenceof

allowedto return

more than 3 years

to their haaclandJune 29,

(March1954). Analyses

I
of uegsmnts of the bioenvtionmentweremade in determiningthe .sultability

I

for rehabilitating the island. Thus, to determine whether Roqgerlkis

I aultablefor habitation now (1969) only a canpariaon of 1956 analytical1

I resultsfor Rorwgelapand RongerikAtollsis possible.

Group (Atoll) ~ Qf bse to Population1954

Ron@aR 64 Marshalleae 175 rads

Ailingnal 18 Mamhdlese 69

Ro~erik 28 eiCIMM 78

Werik 157 Marshallese 14

There were no nativee on Rongerik. The AmericanaW- ~micmn

on duty duringthe operationalperiodat the Wlflc ProvingOround,

1 thuswere moved at the end of the operation. The Marshalleseon
‘1
/

Rongelaphave been givena medicalexmsinatlonby Dr. RobertConard,I

, ML, eaoh year 8ince1954. There Mm been a few medical problems

associated with the 175 rads dosereceivedby the Rongelapese duriwg

the periodof hemvyfallout. Wriodic analysesof elementsof the

I bioenviroxsnenthavobeen made at Rongelsp.
I

I Coooanutcrabswere bannedao a food at the time of Rongel.ap
,1

I mhabllatation In 1957. due to the high %r ad 137Ca

\

i

edible portions. A s~y of the 1966 survey statue2

fra this (analysia of CocoanutcrabsfcE’%& 137C8)%,,. ,, $

I

I
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content of tha

“It ~ clesV

thatbecause
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af tha relativelyhtgh 90Sr contentthe use of crabmaat as a food

then shouldcontinuoto be avoided. Otherfoods,however, are

137CS levels found. “responsible for the

10 Exterxwl gaullm●

a. 1954, D + 1 (a~ox~te) R/hr

RongelapAtoU. Rongerik Atoll

Enlaetok 8.5 Latobek 19,0

Lomullal 35.0 Rongerik 5*3

Ge,@n 35.0 Eniwe* 3.8

Lukuen 21*O

Kabelle 19.0

Rongelap 3.5

b. Ibcternal~ rate,July 1956, Rongelap0.2-0.5 mR/br

Mwewr ~ no cxternal g~ doserateswere obtairxdat RongerikAtoll.

2. F- - M PMW (1956) (d~k x 10-5)
o
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l!hlwetak(Ralk) Enaetok (Rongelap)Ronuela~

Am9wroot

Sta, leaves 4.5 0.32 0.25

tuber8 0.57 O*@ 0.55

mmlanaa

air root 0.17 l.qs

leaves 1.02 5.26

Greenkeys 0.37 0.70

rl~ keys 00 0.53

“’”””’%iw?!$’;‘ ‘.,

0.32

0.38

0.22

0.17
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cocoeaut - ripe

mlMs .-

meat 0.36

shell 0.38

CouOumt - green

milk O.i?g

mt 0.33

9’OOd - Fish azXlmarine invertebrate

,

Ialend
.,

.’!..,

,,
...-

~elap Atoll

O@en

U*

C8%tal-tlliaetmk

8mth-Rcnqgelap

~ik Atoll

mi-’t-
.

Vtcrfk Atoll

“ W8!rlk

Fish

~

*.5 78.9

lb.g 55.4

19.3 45.1

17.7 32

2*2 7.8

1.6 2.1

Crabs

PQS

28

n

4.5

~ .4

2.8

w

0- 0.54

1.97 0.24

0.72 0.44

O.u. 0.05

O*25 .-

87

00

14.1

24.5

18.3

-

Chins

w!?!!!?

--

0.

8.8

56

-

0-

snails

beta

648 513

1~.’j’ 43.9

. . --

31 51

.- --

.- --

&x81aI? Atoll mta

-m?~ dtell o 0.62 10.3

~, soft tlslnx 0.26 T*9 Q.IJ. 3*3
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OeJen Tern
I

I viscera 0.38 3.8

Muscle HDA o
1;

Tibia o
,,

,, ~belle Tern
(.,,

Muscle 0.1 5*9

,..

Ttbia O*U7 79.0

Rm%lerlkAtoll

Jhliwetak

O*W

0.19

0.13

0.027

0.25

0.14

0

7 ●7

30.0

Muscle 0.04 2.3 0.03 1.9

Tlbla o 0

Viscera 0.05 .- 0.09 0-

In 1956.

4. Soil (fJ/m/kg x 10”%

A!&?!mE R~laP

O-1 34.8 6.43 7.00

u - - 0.70

I

I


