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SUmiwi’: Radiation Levels on Rongelap Island

In our Sitif Paper AEC 125/30, d&ted Febniary 6, 1957> concerning
the return of the Rongelapese to their hone island, we predicted
tl.....it is difficult to extrapolate precisely far into the fu-
ture, but the data suggest that the gszma doses on Rongelep-Is-
land would not greatly exceed (if at all) 0.5 roentgens for the
first year of reoccupancy, with lesser doses in subsequent years..l:

On June 25, 1957} just prior to the actual return of the RonGelapese,
a radiological survey k-asmule of the ga-m.alevels on Rongelap Is-
land. These data were attached in the forinof a fienor~ndumwith
accG~pazying Gaps from 1.!!.Ernest l~~nkoopto Ik. Gor50n M. Ihruning.
You will note that the average g-=nA dose rate on the Island on June
25, 1957J k-asabout 0.03 mil-liroent~ensper hour (0.26 rosnt~ens per
year).

Since you kave exhibited a =.?ifest interest in this retter, the en-
closed ~~e fork=-rdedfor your ~nforiziztion.
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Ernest ‘l.$-nkoop, Clnief,Eniwetok Ersnch, Test DZV., EPG

A radiological susvey team consisting of Henry P. Schlacks$ ~~cs
Radiological Safety AssIstznt, stan Curry, H end N .R.adiologlcal
Szfety Oiificer,ad two H and 1: mni~orsj wmeys fingelw Is~=d
and Aneaetck Island on June 25} 1957. The SWIW ~em wzs flow
to Ron~elq Ltoll by a iva~ W-l.

~~1 readings ~~re ~~e Lath lIX-5S at a height of three feet above
the gIIound. The,survey ~eaa did not have tine to co~letdy survey
the dense jungle areas of the island. AII living arezs, main roads)
and the fringe of tilejmngle were covered.

:.veaetokisland had a high reading of .2 nr~hr, an average of .05
mz-/hr,and a ~OW of .01 rr/hr.

on s~eets uwbered J/S-47-002-C4 ~?d J/S-47-0@2-~~ the capt~o%
dirt road not survejed, refers to an engineering surl’eyo

~~c~os-~es:
1. J/S-47-092-Cl (trip)

J/S-47-002-C2 (trip)
3 J#/s-47-ou-c3 (trip)
4. J/S-47 -@52-c4 (trip)
5. J/S-47-CJ02-C5 (trip)
6. J[s-47-0c2-c6 (trip)
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