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Esti.mate of Present Medical Status of the TwentY-Three Cremnen ot i
the FUKURYU MARU < .. =7 0 = loo e
<L e~ L _.':~.‘__,: ,“ - '_.*;:_ Ll ' <

- - - = A - - ~ N . .
-»,‘". - -~ . Lo, . MR BN FIAN : .

. :' There i‘ollows for the Embassy's information, the text of a. - : ,
memorandum dated Apirl 30 prepared in the Atomic Energy Com.issioﬂ's R

. Division of Biclogy and Medicine,’ ’ givi_ng an estimate of the medical
- ‘status of the twenty~t.hree crewmen: :

e . - - - v '... .-

. "I understand you are :mterested in having a state- -
ment smnmizing the medical situation of the Japanese ", -~ - . _ -
" fishermen, Briefly, as you are aware, our Embasay in 'l'olqro _ "; e
‘has made repeated offers of United States medical assigtancg .. = 2.
.%o _the Japanese, There have been frequént assuranceg: by the SRR -
. . Japanese authoritles that these offers ‘would be nccepied s T
7. and that thé patients could accordingly be. carefuny examj_ned L
" and studied, Dr, Morton and members of his staff haye visited -
the patients on Several o6ccasions, but they have' not 'been per- T
4‘" mitted to oonduct thorough olinical examinations, T

- -lomg the request of the Japa.nese, samples of urine of the -
o patients have been examined by the Health and Safoty Iaboratory
" of the Commission's New York Operations Office, The results of . -
- --. the analyses indicate that the patients from whom the- Specirsns -~
" were obtalned have ingested radicactive material,” These analyses,
... however, do not give answers as to the ¢ondition of the patients ’.
* mor could they Indicate the total dose of radiation originally ’
received. : . '
- "Excapt for the urine samples referred to above the on]J
other data of which we are aware, including the blgod counts, . -
have been provided by the Jajanese themselves, COmplete dat; -
essential to the dlagnésis and’ prognosis have beon specifically
- requested by this office through our Embassy in Tokyo, but have
ot been reeeived.
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[l A T RS e rrarts BN R N oy TS FEE
U1, T at lendb ackmowledging offers of facilities, equipmentj and medi~ /= ...°. .-
' “oines 18 vital to the heslth interests of both nationb. ‘Lackng &L

3
.1, ... .tnls cooperation we cannot venture to predict the outcome of the R ~‘,":& e
- . o patientse Nevertheless, based on the .attached"s_mr':_mary of blood 'f,:f";}“';“' AN
. .1 ... counts on the five most severely affected patients, and other frag=. SR
i+ o ... mentary data available to us, it would be unwise to ‘assume at thia -7 -
{7 7 point that all will recovers, People have been Jhown to live many i~ St
-7 rmonths and even a year or more with the white blood count as low .- ..o Y
171 as 2,000, but the longer the count remains this low the worse 1s .+ -°
., .=+ 'the ultimate pxognosis. As recently as April 27 one count was still . = .
. - .- .in the vicinity of 2,000, while five were between 2,500 and 3,000.8 - - -

b -

. In view of the information contained in the last paragraph of the ARG T L

msmorandum, & draft statement for use in the evént of thé death of oné of. "7l . - S
ths crewmen is being prepared in the Depariment. The suggested text of such =
_ a statement will be communicated to. the Erbassy in the very near i:uture‘. SRR

.-

. For the Erbassy's information, the'AEC'nfsmora}ndﬁm 18 Seiiig’"madér‘av"a.ilable',' SRR

to the JCAE. Although thé memorandwi is uncladsified, the Committes is being = .~ °
requested not to publicize the information contal.ed in it because of the -~ - . -
‘unfavorsble repercussions that would follow its public releases SIDe: SRR
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2 d@f‘l ), 2r
OIZII ﬁ‘ , /36
USIA 1. Request (a) brief report on jtens p sent-ed atomic exhibit and
infors .
?’?EE reception of exhibit by Japanese, including attendance, interest, effects; (b)
P your views regarding presentation exhibit in other Jgp anese citles, preferably
0CB under Joint US-Japanese sponsorship, in order show more widely peaceful applica=
tion atomic energy by US.
2, If yoﬁr reaction item (b) favorable, also consider items desired to .
- improve e¥].ibit and advise Agency. For example, may be possibl: provide by
5 Septenber working models nuclear reactor (pile) atomic pover plant, teletherapy
3
;“};X; unit (using isotopes in medicine), and thickness measurenent control (using
fi i
3;‘“%; isotopes in industry). For your information, complete a‘omic exhibit assembled
3w :
- by Agency, including above models and mobile unit would cost about {30 thousand.
! Such exhibits being prepared for use in India, Hear Zast, Europe; and Braszil.
F Dist.
i Detailed description this exhibit will be provided if you desire.
Only) .
3. Expanded exhibit would be financed from now expected savings FY 1954
funds, Adv se soonest if you agree and include estimate additional GOE
v require ) = dily e
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