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r Rtracts of Ministry of Welfare’s Instruction to 410212

prefectural Governments on Detection of Radioasti.vlty
dated A@l 268 1954g as amended.

1. Detec&ion of Radioactive Substance: The matropd.is and prefectures
with ports of ?anding designated by the Fisheries Beard will have
detecting teams ctationeclat the above ports~ and make them test tk
presence of radioactivity or conduct minute inspection in re.qect to
every fishe bozt which cagaged in operations or n~,vigated on the .
specified ~.aterson such pcdnts as its hulls fishing=tackle~ercw
rmnbers cnd catch.
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The d=%ect@ team KH3. best thoroughly and carefiilly,h’hether
there exists P=dioact.ivityby use of a suney=.neter in principle as
to the full f.&J-d.ng=tack2e$crewmen and c.stchIn the ordsr as mentioned.
In the H rst p.lace~the detecting of radioactivity will be made at a
distance of 10 cm. fram the Qbjeti of test8 and in case there are
fcwnd abnormal counts in far excess of those of the bac@ound9 changes.
in the count shculd be carefhlly observed by bringing the geiger aunt
tube nearer to the object of test or moving it further from the object.
And the contaimin~ of or contamination by sms radioactive substance
may be suspected if the count greatly increased when the count tube is

brought nearer and if it decreases when the tube is moved further.

In the shove test a Geiger Nt!ZLer =mnter will be used ~ order to
mke test more accurately where abnormal e-uuntsare indicated. At the
t-~e nf %9st~ it is necessa~ to test with the Geiger M!!llertube by
~~ ~L._ &uzdnum shield so as to detect also l%%a rays ~nat.ed
from radioactive substances. It is also required to take such a care as
to cover the end of the count tube w:ndow with the vinyl film furnished
by the l$elf~.reMinistry with a view to protecting the count tube against
contsdmati~on and protecting its ‘end IdCa k&3down agab St d&Tklge.

In acklition~the detectim of radioactivity on specific objects
will be made only after the count in the background (the count in the air

over the pllacewhem the detection is to be conducted) has been thoroughly 6
nsasured for the purpose of comparing and contrasting the counts in both
cases ~th e.a~hother.

Examination of catches: BEST COPY AVAILABLE

a) Preliminary examination: Taking out one or two fishes from each
hoM storing i% hes prior to their landings a thorough examimtion k3J-1.
be made in a nearby place which is free from affeets of r adi cactivity

as to both sides of fishes the gillsj ffiis$the base of caudd-s and abdonsn.
In the case of creatures witlnthe abdomen ~nd internal orgens9 an
e-ati m wiXJ be,,made carefully ~fitha /3@.“--cGunt tub h~”ght
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I dose to the aMomn* If something having radio activity cr suspected I
to have radioactivity has been found as a result of a prelird.nary
examinatim~ the landing of fishes in the hold where such an article
as above has been found, will be last.

b) Exmzination at the time of landing: FiisheswUl be landed
separately end orderly according to the bold~ and an examination must be
made as to all the catch. The parts of a fishesg body ~,twrethe dcteo-
tion is required will be the same as those mentimed under a). .

b =s3 fi~hes are suspected of contaminatim by rdiosctivity as
a result of a prelimfiary exmimation cm k the course of it$ partictir~
when ccunts are lerge in specific parts cf the fishes$ Mdy (for instance
at the giUs ~ ebdonen~ ete.) or when counts are large in the case of
specific kinds of fishes or the f~shes in =pec.if%chd-ds9 it is nec==r’y
to nake careful examinationsin respect to them cm a p.tiorityprinciplo.

h cwder to prtiect fishes from contamimaticn with dusted dew ad
tackle in the course of landings the d~clcmast be ca.refuMY FE&WA -pre-
viously$ md the detection of radioactivity will be conducted in a pla-
which is free from affects of XYidiOS.Cti.titye

l%rtber-m.re~ guidance will be given not to assign to UxxKng

qerafions~ the crewmn who have shown large counts as a .=suit of e=d-
nation~ and not to use si.rhbrly ccntand-na~si clothes= gloves and footwears.

hi add.itixm~care should be Wsen to carry out the detection of
radioactivity and kin dimg of catches &ilfuJ2y and speedily in order to
keep fishes as fresh as possible and nut to disturb the nomad shipment

of goods.
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IIa Outline of Hoasures for Disposing of Catches: In case more tti
103 counts of ra~ioactivity per minu%e have L-c-ndetected on a fishes9
body at a dis%ncs of 10 cm,~ the fish wfd.1be canside~d contaminated
and this will be used as the basis of de~i~n. th= ~s?~s~ of ~at=hes-

4
Rwever9 if counts exceading MW per minute has tien detected9 the

eatrails and gills of the fishes so contaminated will be removed and if
further detection of radioactivity in the prescribed mrmer after the
fishesE bodies were washed has reveeled the fall.of counts below 1009
o~y entr~s ad gfils wu be abandoned$ but the bOdY ~nd parts of

fishes other than those to be abancioned~will be treated as eatables.
Ca= should b= t~<en pa~icdarly to prevent effects on PU~C h~th by
burying the abandoned entra.i3sand pllb in the &-omd ad W a~@~g

ekher necess~ =aa-zres.
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In deciding the disposal of fishes it is 1necessaqy to pass a proper
judgment kfithc1ueregafi-to ths features of each case &nce- it is known

as a result of the detection conducted so far by the Mnistr’y of I?elfare
that the cond5tion of contamination of fishes is different in e::chcase.

The features of various cases and the p-cdlcyof disposal of fishes
therein are as fo2-lcws:

(~ Case of contaminateon of &he eatire had% ●

h CaSe no differencein eou.ntis observable bet.ws=ezzdifferent kinds
of fishes or between the skcn-ageof different holds~ tit the counts twice
or three times as m.ny as those of the kaekground are indicated~ and a
considerable number of fishes shmi.ng cmnts more than 100 per minutes
are discoverwd$ xri?asuresshou+d be takea to abandon the eatire Icad cm
the asswnption that it is MKy contaminated.

In case the above situation has b.eeaf-d in respect to fi~shesin
a specific holds lmt no &f erence in emu?.xthas been fm.nd bst+;eanthe
fishes in all other holds end the backgrounds such hold should be treated
as a contaninated lot and its storage will.be discarded. However$ .asit
is rare th:.tfishes are stowed in different holds according to the fishing
@ound$ it should be particularly prudent in treating one hold as one lot.

(2) In -se the counts of mst of fish-s are the am= as the counts
of the back~und cm not more tham the doube of the IAt er countss and
msre than lCi)counts per miniiteare shown cd.y by some fishssf the last-
=t icn.ed fishes alone will be regarded as contaminanted and diswmdedg
tit the others Y&K be considered to be Uncontaminated.

(3) ~ case more than lMl couzntsof radioactivity have been deteeted
as to specific species of fishes who live in the comparatively shal-kw
waters9 these fishes alone will be considered to be contaminatedand
dished.

In the case like the above$ it is particularly necessary to m.zke 6

minute inspection in respect to other species of fishes which }e.vehabits
similar to those of the contaminated fi~hes by taking into considerAicn
the habits in genera19 food and migratory hz.bitsof the species of fishes
eontamin~ted.

As regards the disposal-of fishes~ guidance will be given to Khcse
concerned to throw thema as far as possible~ in the currents in the ocean
which do not flciwto the coast or to bury them in the ground not less
than two meters deep at a place where dzzinkingwater will not be affected.
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r @thly Duges Rebti vc to Flstif? Vesseb
WIIOSecatch w discarded after Ra&oactitity Insw Qis.

1

NunbeI”of Vessels Catch M scadd
Alwlnt of

Whose Catch was h -ti%n) ‘-ge(y’en)
Discaded

3 2s,14305
7*8N,49~

.

u
90~e2 25J24B059

84 684’76.8 30,8M,137

339 ~7~23506 399m3P7@

4*W7*5
219f354s~

65

5#74*9
6,516,W

10

319 s9~37805
331$278s5$7

AU figures are based on reports which ‘ire av~ble by the
end of AugUst 195&and more vessels whose

cateh was disctied~
~ 1-.fi the month of Au@stS

therefore~ are expected espeti.1.

Ths Fukuryu &mu No. 5 and her catch discarded are i.nclubd +
the figures of 3 and 169143.5for B-hs

whfie damages rel.atlve

to her are not included in the figum of 7~819~IL910
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