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UNITED STATES
ATOMIC ENERGY COMM|SSIONM
NEW YORK OFAATIONS OF 7 iCE

ADCRESS REPLY TO:

MANAGER OF OPERATIONS

1. 8. ATOMIC ENERGY COMMISSION
.5 BOX 30, ANSONIA STATION
N VURK 28, NEW YORK

AND REFER TO:

HS3 ¢« ME

February 12, 195k

Mr. A, J. Breslin

c/0 HQ Joint Task Force #7
APO 187 (HOW)

Fostmaster

San Francisco, California

Dear Al:

I gather from the dispatches of the.last few days that you have
clesred the hurdle imposed by mis-shipment of the instrumcnts,
I'm glad Harley could be diverted to help out,

My main purpose in writing is to bring you up to date on the matter
of the oil slick experiments which we call Projeet NICK., 1 hope that
various dispatches pertaining to the procurement end "un-procursmpent”
of the various oils has not upset your routine too ruchi I know how
confusing it can be to receive the kind of information we have cezn
giving you without knowing what is going on back at the Lavoratirye

The facts as of this minute are as follows: - By this time you should
have received the operation instructions we planned for an eiperiment
to be held off Long Island, It will delight you to know tlm v have
had 45 miles an hour winds in 15° temperatures in the last {rr ‘nys
with little prospect for iuwprovement,

Fresco left as scheduled in a FC but the seas were so bail that
operations were out of the question and they returried after two deys,
As of now, we are atteupting to conduct the experiment in the Gulf of
Mexico, but I doubt that this cen be completed for sunother fow days,
We do not want to say that this method of survey is feasible uitil we
have had a successful experiment at sea, By successful [ meon !hsat
the oil slicks will support the 100 micron iron for at lwast 2l houts
=nd that the radiation levels from a reasonable dianeter slicik {about
100 ft,) can be read from the air,

With respect to the confusion about the cil, we find that the stendwd

Novy fuel is a satisfectory alternative to our earlisr spec:ficabicns.
ihis fuel is designated as Navy Special Fuel, [t shondd be svmlahie

eNVIN o

1
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A. J. Breslin -2 - February 12, 194k

at 5¢ a gallon in the Forward Area,

The question of how to lay the oil slick troubles us, Until we have
had an experiment on the open water, we won't know how much oil will
be required but we think it will be between 25 and 50 gallons per
slick., We need ideas on how to lay the oil and in this connection

I see two problems:

1, How adequate is the knowledge of ocean currents in the area, and
when and where mst the slicks be laid in order to have them dowrwind
in the region of expected fallout at the proper time,

2. Is the scheme feasible fromthe point of view of the mechenical
problem of dropping oil?

If our experiment on the open water is a failure, we will notify you
promptly snd the deal is off, If the experiment is successful,

Dr. Bugher will write to General Clarkson explaining the importance

of obtaining falilout measurements in the downwind region froam S0 to

300 miles and will request that every effort be made to obtain data,

The shot schedules being what they are, there is no urgency about
including this program for the first shot or two although it will
certainly be desirable to obtain data for as many shots as possible,
Perhaps you have begun to consider the techniques of laying the ©1i1?
Could the oil be loaded into empty mine cases and drcpped mechanically
from a P2V bombay?

I have not as yet made definite plans to come out,but if [ do, it

will be towards the end of March, Should an urgency develc) in your
opinion, I could of course come forward on short notice at :sny time,

Best regards to you and Mel,

Sincerely,
&erﬂé?p;isenbud, Director

Health snd Safety lLaborstury
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