





orked but two could be regarded as even temporarily habitable. On the larger of these, 110

aat

acres in extent, the Administration had located a cluster of tent dwellings near the la-
goon. Fish and arrowroot seemed to be in good supply but the small coconuts and poor
varieties of pandanus prompted the newcomers very soon to plan® sprouts and cuttings
~{ better quality obtained from Bikini.

By midsummer, after a typical northern Marshalls season of little rainfall and hav-
ing suffered a forest fire in May which burned an estimated 30 per cent of the main
island’'s resources, the islanders commenced to learn more directly the deficiencies
«{ Ronger.x. As local areas in the lagoon became overworked fishing brought smaller
returns. Men extended their operations beyond the reef but were less familiar with
desp-se. tachnigques., A first alternative in the face of these frustrations was to in-
crease ths aurch2se of trade food. However, the small number and poor quality ¢i co-
conuts ri..ue uNpossible a'y copra production for export. Women nad to spend more of
their time in handicraft manufacture (fans, belts, and mats) but here, too, meager
supplies i coconut and pandanus leaf limited their output. With these sources of mon-
zy income restricted on Rongerik, a number of men and some women left the commu-
nity to w-rk for wages as unskilled laborers at Kwajalein air base. This attempt to
holster the home economy had even less success. The small earnings tended to be dis-
sipated in higher living costs and distractive novelty before they could be converted
into food for relatives on Rongerik. Moreover, the absence of able persons from home
v eakened the labor force needed to extract sustenance from the burdened atoll. An-
other attempt to relieve the situation sent small parties of older people and children to
¥ mgelab Atoll by outrigg-r canoe, about six hours distant by sail, where the inhabi-
tants gladly tock them in for a few weeks until their health could be restored by normal

et. But the strain of a sea voyage demanded more frequent repair of sennit lashings
sn outrigger parts, and the sennit made from short weak fiber of Rongerik coconut
:.1sk proved unequal to the task. When the sea grew rougher with the approach of win-
ter this project had to be abandoned.

Sixteen morths after reiocation the problem of existing on Rongerik had reached
such proportions that the migrants put their exploitation of atoll resources on a com-
runity Jasis. By this time lineage and extended family had lost some of their former
impertance in economic matters. The eleven lineage heads now acted in concert as a
formally recognized Council rather than as relatively independent chiefs of their re-
spective kin groups. The senior ranking head served as chief of the governing body.
At frequ:nt intervals the Council assigned persons to working parties to fish, plant,
wollect food, make handicraft, and clean up the village area. These assignments were
made with less regard for kinship ties than for individual capabilities and a maximum
use of the limited facilities. The Council bought food for the community and distrib-
ated it in equal shares to all. Income from the sale of handicraft went intc'a common
fund in a {utile attempt to balance the rapidly rising trade debt. In January 1948 the
Administration directed an investigation of the crisis on Rongerik. Recommendations
for imme-iiate removal of the people were acted upon as the only remaining alterna-
tive to mecet the problem raised by resettlement of Bikinians on an atoll too small to
support them permanently (Mason, 1950).

From March until November the Rongerik refugees lived in rows of closely spaced
tent huts on the ocean side of Kwajalein landi..g field. In this artificial setting the
community found no use for an economic system of its own. Three times each day the
members walked 10 a near>y mess hall that served Western fare %o three or four hun-
dred Marshallese laborers who lived on the island and worked for the Americans. For
eight months did the Administration provide all food and lodging at no expense to the
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