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Sublect Marshall Islands Rehabilitation

Thank you for your thoughtful memo. I was not aware of
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your role R

in the Transuranium Technical Group and your recent conversations
with Dr. Liverman. If I had been, I would have welcomed the oppor-
tunity to pursue more in-depth discussions.

I am keenly aware of the current status of the Bikinians and have
been for many years. The Bikinian issue is a complex one and
certainly most representative of the issues of rehabilitation of the
Marshalls. Perhaps I could have strengthened my case by making
reference to that particular group, but I wanted my initial letter
to address the general issues.

Your recognition of the psychosocial issues is encouraging. If
ERDAr through Joe Maher or someone else, expresses an interest I am
prepared to propose research that has the potential of mitigating
psychosocial problems associated with the relocation of Marshall
Islanders. This is not meant to imply that ‘I have developed a
scheme that will work. I doubt if any social scientist can be that
positive about an issue like this one. Nevertheless, a program can
be put together that combines current levels of understanding of
relocation problems and direct participation and involvement of the
Marshallese. If we should receive a positive response, I would
wholeheartedly welcome your input and involvement in the planning
and development stages.

Thank ydu for sending along the ERDA booklet. After reading it
through and analyzing it from a “native perspective,” I’m not the
least bit surprised why ERDA is having difficulty getting their
message across.

I shall keep you informed of any future developments in the area,
Similarly, if you anticipate needing my assistance on matters of
mutual interest, please do not hesitate to give me a call.
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Joe Maher on the Marshall Islanders

I am sorry you did not let me know of your interest in the Marshall Island
problem prior to your writing Joe Maher. I am chairman of the Transuranium
Technical Group to advise Dr. Liverman (ERDA Assistant Administrator for
Environment and Safety) on major issues involving transuranic elements. We
met at his request on December 8, 1976 to advise him on action needed with
regard to Bikini since there is some evidence of possible plutonium
contamination of the 40 people who have been allowed to return. While we
are primarily concerned with plutonium levels and the evaluation of possible
health problems such as cancer, the sociological aspects were mentioned.
Knowing of your interests at the time of the meeting probably wouldn’t have
helped much except that the next day I talked to several persons directly
involved in the radiological surveys, communications with the i%rshallese
about relocation, etc. However, I could have supplied you specific
information about ERDA’s role and the status of the Bikini problem which
might have been Us:=vl in preparation of your letter to Joe Maher, perhaps
~~~ing it more eff~:~ive in eliciting a response (hopefully, a positive
one) . On earlier :ccasions I participated in discussions of Enewetak.

I do not know ho,ti:ar ERDA intends to go with regard to the sociological
aspects of the Marshallese problem. I think those of us who have attended
mestings on the su5ject of rehabilitation of those islands agree that the
sociological aspects probably outweigh the potential medical problems in
arriving at a solution to the question of the final disposition of these
Trust Territory islands.

I am enclosing a copy of a booklet prepared by ERDA to explain to the
Ma~shallese people the potential radiation problem. It is a good example
of the difficulties involved in dealing with the issue. When you are
finished please return it to my office.

Please let me know whether you receive a reply from Joe Maher. I am
willing to discuss your interests with Joe and others at ERDA including
Jim Liverman. However, I believe they are more interested in a solution
to the problem than in taking advantage of a unique opportunity to
systematically investigate the processes associated with rehabilitation of
a society of people. Thus, to arouse their genuine interest you will need
to develop a different approach from that in your letter. You will have
to define the problem and propose research that will solve it. For example,
what should ERDA do to help the U.S. meet responsibilities to the Marshallese?
This requires determining what action is in the best interest of the Marshallese
and the U.S.
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