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‘UbjecrPresentation of Marshall Islands Radiation Education
and Information Program to DOE & DOI

Public Law 96-205 (Burton Bill) requires DOI to initiate a health
care program, an environmental monitoring program and a radiation
education and information program in the Marshall Islands. noI
asked DOE to prepare the plans for the latter two which was included
by Mrs. Clusen as part of the first priority item given the Reagan
transition team. DOE asked Lawrence Livermore Laboratory to prepare
the environmental monitoring plan and PNL the education program
plan. Carl Unruh led PNL’s effort which included Irene Hays, Ray
Baalman, Barbara Melber (HARC), myself and numerous others. Our
plan was delivered to DOE early this month. On December 10, at
the DOI the plans were described to DOI and DOE officials,
Marshallese government representatives, Enewetak, Bikini, Rongelap
and Utrik people and their many lawyers, Office of Management and
Budget and Defense Nuclear Agency.

On the evening of December 9, Carl and I and Vic Noshkin from LLL
met with Mrs. Clusen, Dr. Burr and Dr. Uachholz to rehearse our
presentation of the Program Plan and on December 10 we made our
presentation. I introduced Carl with some background on the
preparation of the plan. Carl and Vic gave a 15 minute review of
these plans and responded to questions for 30-45 minutes. Loma
Linda Medical School presented the Health Care Plan.

You will be pleased to know that the plan we prepared was very
well received and Carl made an excellent presentation. He handled
t-hequestions very well --including some from a very antagonistic
and apparently famous trial lawyer, Mr. Gerry, who represents a
large number of the Marshallese people and questicns from several other
lawyers, OMB and Marshallese government officials. This meeting
was a very tense setting because of unsettled political issues
between the U.S. and the Marshallese, competition between the
lawyers for the Marshallese clients, antagonism towards the U.S.
government, anti-nuclear attitudes, antagonism among the hlarshallese,
etc.

Our Program Plan was praised by most of these groups with the
exception of Gerry and his colleagues who claimed the plan did not
assure all views about radiation effects would be given the
Marshallese--only the U.S. government position. Also, three officials
of the Marshallese government complained because our visit to hla,juro
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coincided with their absences, so we didn’t have the benefit of
their views.

Mrs. Clusen was very pleased with our Program Plan and by Carl’s
presentation.

Whether PNL will be asked to implement the plan depends upon:
(1) DOI accepting the plan and sending it to Congress, (2) Congress
appropriating funds, (3) DOI asking DOE to assure responsibility
for the education program and (4) DOE turning to PNL,

Carl Unruh, Irene Hays, Ray Baalman and Barbara Melber deserve
special praise for the quality of their work and its timeliness
and for their patience. We had a very short time to prepare the
Program Plan and also had to make many modifications to accommodate
all of the political considerations. I am especially appreciative
of their efforts and also of the extraordinary effort of Connie
Bennett in getting the numerous drafts of the plan typed and of
Gene Wattenburger’s staff in getting the viewgraphs prepared.

A list of those attending the meeting at DOI is attached.

WJB:lm
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