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Note by the Secretary

The State Departmenthas advisedthat primeMinisterEden

made a statementon thermonucleartestingto the House of

COIIUTIOiIS today, The attachedcopy of PrimeMinisterEdenls

statementis circulatedfor the informationof the Commission

by wquest of the GeneralManager,

W. B, McCOOL

Secretary
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U.K. STATEMENTON THERMONUCLEAR TESTING

“In the statementon defense1955, H= MaJestY’s
Governmentannouncedtheir intentionto manufacturethermonuclear
weapons, As I have previouslystated,the holdingof tests is an
essentialpart of the processof providingourselveswith such
weapons, The UnitedStates and the U.S,S.R.have alreadyheld such
tests and Her MajestylsGovernmenthave decidedto carryout a
limitednumberof nucleartest explosionsin the megatonrange,
Thesewill take place during the firsthalf of 1957 in a remote
part of the PacificOcean. The explosions will take placefar
from any Inhabitedislandsand the testswill be so arrangedas
to avoid dangerto personsor property. The testswill be high
air burstswhich will not involveheavy fall-out. All safety
precautionswill be taken in the lightof our own knowledgeand
of experiencegained from the tests of other countries. The main
base of the aircraftof the Royal Air Force takingpart will be
ChristmasIsland,and meteorologicalfacilitieswill be installed
there, The Governmentsof Australiaand New Zealandhave agreed
to make availableto the task force variousforms of aid and
ancillarysupportfrom Australianand New Zealandterritcry.

“In reachingthis decisionHer Majesty~sGovernmenthave
giver.full weight to anxietieswhich exist in regard to indefinite
continuanceof testsof nuclearweaponswithout controlsand
without limitations, I emphasizedon December6 of last year in
the House of Commonsthat Her MajestylsGovernmentwere prewred
to discussmethodsof regulationand limitationof test explosions
which take account of their positionand that of otherpowers.
This remainsthe policy of Her MajestytsGovernment,and I can
assure the House we shall seek every opportunityto put it into
effect,”


