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INFORMATION FOR THE PRESS P1{EPARTD IN COLL@O RATION WITH THE
DEPARTMENT OF ST:\T?? AND THE NATIONAL MILITi,RY ESTABLISHMENT

I TO SUPPLWWT THE ST{.TW!2$NT OF THE UNITTD STATES ATO!IICENERGY
I COMM1SSION ON THE ESTABLISIIWIJTOF PACIFIC TXPRRIM?NTAL INSTALLATIONS

The purpose of’the installations now under construction in the F%cific
is to provide a suitable tircafor the continuing conduct of Q wide range of field
work to establish by experimentation the indicated results of laboratory studies

carried out in fncili.tiesof the d~tamicEnergy Commission.1 The scientific and”
1’ technioul operations of th~ proving ground wil~ provide ncw fundamental data

and a broader understanding of the phenomena of nuclerir fission which will

facilitate advanocs in ~aceful as well as in milit:~r:{applications of utomic1
! energy.

iill test oporntion~ will be under l~boratory control conditions, with
fill security restrictions us required by th: Atomic Energy ~ictof 1946?

I

The urea of the instul$titionswill be closed ns a snfcguarding rnerisure
as provided for in the United Notions ‘TrusteeshipAgreement for the former
Japanese mandated islcmds, and the Security Council of thtcUnited Nfiticnswill
be duly noti.ficclho this effect,

Eniwotok Atoll wrLs sclcctcd as the site for the prwving grounds after
the ctirefulconsideration of all avnilublu Pacific Islands, Bikiniis not suitable
os the site since it lacks sufficient luridsurfkce for the instrumentation
necessary ho the scientific observations V/hiCh must be made. Of ~ther possible
slite~,Eniweto~ has the f::wcstinhabitants ~0 be cared for, approximately 145, und

what is very important from a rudi~lo~icul standpoint, it is isolated and thero
~re hundreds of miles of open seas in the direction in which winJs might carry
radio~ictivepurticlcsb

Construction will b’;supported through the Huwaiian Islands, Johnston
Island und Kwajelcin Islcmd.

The pcnnunent transfer elsewhere of’tho island peuple now living on

A~mon Qnd Biijiri Islantlsin Eniwetfik.4to11will be r.ecessary. They are not now
living in their original uncostral numes but in temporcry structures provided for
them on the two foregoing islands to which they were moved by United States forces
during the war in the Pccifi.c, after they hud scattered thrcughcmt the Atoll to
avoid being pressed into lnbor scrviotiby the J~panose nnd Yor protection agninst
mil$tfiry uperntions. The sites fcr the ncw homes of the 10CQ1 inipbitants will
be selected by them. The j.nhabituntsconcerned will bc reimbursed for lands
utilized un.Jwill be given cw:ry assistance and care in their move t~~ ~nd
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reestablishment fit
of the inhabitants
habitants who will
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their new locution. Mcnsurcs will be t~ken to insure that none
of the area rir~subject to danger; CISO that those few in-
move will undergo the minimum of inconvenience.

The construction program, which is being undertaken by the Armed Forces
for the Commission, will consist of the installation of complote f~cilitics,
including housing, utilities, communications, protective structures, instrumentation
circuits, and control and observation posts. Some of the military “installution~
used during the war will be rehubilitatod,

------------

I


