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_vSTATEf MmYT OF LIBUT. GENERAL JOHN E. HULL, COMVANDER, JOINT TASK
.FORCE SEVEN, AT PRESS CONFERTNCE, HQ., USanAC FORT SHAFTER, T. _
H., 18 MAY 1948. » |

Joint Task Force Scven has successfully comploted its L
mission as asslgned by thc Joint Chicfs of Staff, Thls mlsslon -
was dual in charactcre First, it was the mlssion of the Tasgk Forec
to construct an atomic energy proving ground for the Atomic .

Energy Cormission at Enlwotok. Sccondly, it was required that we T
agslst the AEC in the conduct of the flrst scrles of tcsts of
atomic weapons during the months of 4prll and Moy

The Task Force had complcted the construction of the proving
ground by April, in timc to permit the conduct of the tests as
scheduleds In gencral, this 1involved the constructlon: and re-
habilitation of housing and 1iving facilitiecs for tho scicntific
graup and for troops. Installatlon of utilitics, water,: power,
and communications was rcquired, Fortunately,we werc. ‘2016 to :
use ecxlsting structurcs, lc ft over from the war, mostly quonset- ERE
type. bulldings, at the proving ground for housing. pcrsonncl and '
for storage and work shops' aftcr repalrs, of coursc,..Somer:i: .
cqulpment was ropalrablo, for instanco refrigerating cquipmc t .-
Considerable savings resulted from thesc cfforts. It was: qcossnry
" to repair alr strips to pcrmlt the landlng of hcavy plancsfﬁ“<
including C=54'g, B-29's and B-17's. Landing facilitlos for smagll
water craft hag to be provided, although cargd had to bc off—w :
loaded on lighters from the transport ships.: o

- T
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Constructlion of the actual tcsting ground 1nvolvcd spﬂcial
construction for the placement of various scientific instrumonts
‘nnd test cquipment. . 9 5

These tests had no kinship to the Blklinl tosts, thq purp
of which was t» test the effecct on naval oquipment and: othcr”
materials ag well as animal and marinc lifec. In the words”of
the dircctive given to thc Commander of Joint Tagk Forco“Ong, . <
the purposc of the Bikinl tcst wes to dctcrmine "the effccts of
atomlc cxplosives agalnst naval vcssels 1n order to appraiso the -
strateglec implications of atomic boumbs 1lncluding thec: rcsults on
naval dcsign and tactics." Wc did not conduct the postponcd
underwater test Charlic.

. . . i .‘ . N ‘“:;-'
The tests of Opcratisn Sandstone were litcrally.and: truly e
ficld laboratory tests, dosigncd to detcrmine how the hombs pow. . "¢
under devclopment by the United Statcs would work and to’ dctcrminc'ﬁ
tholr efflclency. We did Just that. We got our answcrs.; ‘We- -
1ikcd the answorse Those answers belong to the Unlted: Statos SRR
Government and, naturally, arc pot for publicatlon. ~It-° can ‘be s e
sald, howeveor, that the bombs workcde. We have proved thae™ wcapon- o
dcvc&opmcnt work donc by the Los 4lamos Sclentific Laboratory
during thc post two YCATS e

This job whilch we have just completed was begun on 3. April
1947 when the General Advisory Committec of the Atomle Enorgy
Commission concurrcd in the rocommendation of the Los Alamos
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ééiéntific Lovoretory thet tests of certaln ncw deslgn 5f‘W§apabé¥7
" be copducted in 1948, The Commlsslon rcquested and recclved the
Prcgident'c appraval t2 g0 ahcad with the program in Jung, 1947.

In Scptomber, 1947, preparstilons hac progresscd to the. polint
where farmatisn of a Jolnt Tagk Forec was dirccted. Jolnt Task
Forec Seven actually came int> voing on 18 Octaber 1947, 1o

i

[

is a military orgaonizatlon, Joint Tasle Forece Scven s unlgue,

It was organized along the lincs of our best wqr—time;prericnce,-‘
but therc was an addltionel clument. 4s o part of the, onganizotlon:
we hed @ Task Group whlch wag cssontially clvilian in mokeup. This™s
woe the Scientific Group wich conducted the actual testsyand ;

 pecordcd and 1s still analyzing the rcsults. Coptain:Rugsell, who:
1s Depubty Director of the Divigion 2f Milltary Applicatisn of
a . AEC, hoaded thls Task Group as Test Dircctor, and DocforiDarsl K.
Froman, as Sclentific Dircctor for the Proving Ground; headed the
Tagk Unit of scicntists within the Task Group.: ThroughiCapt,
Russcll, the scicntific unlt aporated tcohnically underiithe AEC.
Tls Task Group, by comm~n cInscnt, aid not work.throughimy.staff
The channcls betwcen Captoin Russcll, Dr. Froman and my8elfwere
dircct. Dr. Alvin C. Groves sorved as Deputy DPircctor td:Dr.’

Froman and Kr. Robert W. Henderson and Dr. John C. Clark were. i
Asslstant Sclcntilic Dirceturs--all from the Los Alamos Labnratory.

The opcratis~n of Jnint Tagk Forcc Seven, thus organizcd, was
the ultimote 1In intcgratcd cffort 2nd crbodicd o~ur present-day
‘concept of prepercdncss--this 1a the concept we arc currcntly

_tcachlng at the Netlonal Wrr Chllcge-~-the intcgratcd cffort »f the
Armed Forecs with clvilian scisntists ond other speclnllzed clvilian
clements. ‘

crtishbs who wore members of the Task
Frrce that the Opcrotlon was ce . Te mixing of clvilien

and military clements in the ngt sometimcs has reacted like 2il

and watcr. Joint Task Porcc Scven Wag & unifled team. Succcssful
aceamplishment of its mlsslon was the result af an Lntegrated cffort.
Much crcdit for thls snecomplishnent s duc' Dr. Fromanli@itﬂhas been

a renl plcasurc to have baen assocliated with him on thls ppbjéqt;jj

Tt 1g a tributc £t the gc

fe%

T an sorry thot Dr. MNorris Z. Brodoury, Dirgctor of the Los ' -
Alam-s Laboratory is not hore, wat I want Lo say for his'béanitf”7 
that 1f the men under Dochor Troman arc typlcal of the Los Alamos
sreanlzation, the regenrch and dcvelopment in the field of "'nucleer
weapnns is in good hands. -

v

a3

All of us have becn cgually irpresscd with the sclentific
compctence, the tcchnlcal skill, enpd the judgment of the
civilian sclontists and techrlcelens ssenmbled Lor these tcsts. .
Our cl-sc associctisn has buen veluable in meny rcspcets’ and, I
am surc, pavcs the way [or 4 continuing ond increasing cooperative
cff~rt to insurc the comedn defonse and sccurlty of the penple of
the Unltcd States. X ' '
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. The military staff ~f Joint Task Force Scven included Reer
‘Adriiral Willian S BPars-ns, USN, and lajosr Conersl Williznm E.
Kepner,. USAF, as Deputy Cowmmandcrs. Cencral Kepncr also served
a8 Commondcr Alr Forecs, Jolnt Tasle Force Scven. Erlgadier
~Geperal Clauwde B. Forepbaugh was Chicf of Staff. S

Noval units of the Joint Tack Forec wers conmanded by Rcar
Admiral Francls C. Dencbrinie., DBrigedlcr wcncral David 4. D.
Ogden, USA, commanded Army urlts - the Task Forcec and Major
General Roger K. Ramey, USAF, wac in command of Alr Porce units
©under the overall dlrcetlon »f Genersl Eopnsra :

The m“jor partlon of the Jolnt Tesk Foreo salled from Pcnrl _

Havbﬁr an 8 March 1n ships »f the Novel Ta k Group. Flagshlp of =
the force was the commané ship USS Mount PCKianJ, vct rang.nf. B

“tha Paﬂific war and of the Bikinl atomiec tests.  The fﬂur‘shipq

‘2 the convoy hed aboard the princlpal porticipants, both:
t1flc and militery. Constructlon ~f the proving grﬂund,hnd been

' eommencod in late December 1947 by Genersl Ogden's: Arm units, in

accordance with plans duVLl)pLd in corrdlnation with the#Sc

.Graup. Same »f our construction was performed by civ1lla_“

Onc »f the mrst cxtensive oonstructlon projcets wds that of
signol communlcatlon. Both rodélc and tclophone sorvice W83 re-
quired. Hearly 1,005,000 feot H»f subaarine cablc was 1 'd-under-:
dlrectlon of the U, S. Cragt ucrd. : e

Incldentnlly, 1t might Intirest you to know that within the Y
Tagk Force in edditinon £% the 8clentific persannel from he AEC's
Los Alamos Scientific Labopatory at New Mexlco, and ‘many. sther
ports of the country, we had ongaged st differept periods: ~during
the prepsration for and conduct o7 the tests peraannel’ from the
Army, YNavy, including li~rines, Alr Forcc, Const Gurrd,qublic
Health Service, Cnhsst and Geodetlc Survey, civilian employces from
the diffcront SLPV ces and civilicns erklng under’ cvnbrsct “Conm- X
ssquently, upon arrival of the maln bady of tho Teak ‘Far, ‘thc :
p2ientlfic aoroun was ablc to comrcnec lts pruparetﬂans 1mmodiatelf.

During the pcrinsd +f conshrucstlion and prcpnratiﬁn for thc
tests some S50, GOO meesurcment tons of matcrial, supplies‘and
equlpment wcrc shlppod from the wmalnland and frﬁm Oghu't “thq test
arca. Somc of thls weos ghlipped by ﬂir alth ugh the bulk,’qd
went by water. : b

It was dcecidcd ot the outsct thet the mo
of mounting the 1po“qtivr wruld be to utillze
1utrubtve nnd l;rist‘ cn nnels ﬂf tho uhrou Surviccs

L

Chierf, P301fic Flu‘ : U S. urny, Ps
the Pacific D;v1s¢\ﬁ, Air Tranioort b\mnanﬂ:
Transport Scrvice. Ve als> haod the scrvlccs of o
Division, Corps »f Znglnccrs, Departront of the nrmy,eat Sausalito: g
Cellf-rnia; thc HNavel Supply Centors at Qaklond ond Por* Huﬂnemc,:m\“f
Californla, and at Pocarl Harhor; ond the San Franclsco and oeottlc :
Ports »f BEwbarkatlon. ‘ : te
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The overell strenoth 0 the Thint Taglh Purec was ~pproximately

v Obgervers ~f the tocsts wera 11
rwas the view of all agenclecs that
Tar ths knwledge shinuld attond, :
A the Joint Congreaslonal Committec “"r bt mic uncrgv’dnd 1ts
Lgtaff, the ARC and the armcd Forces. No ~ther bsgrvcrs "WGIC
S permlticd,. : :

T> sun ug,.asidc from the valuc ~f the tests thcmgclvcs, the
Operatinn was one of grcnt pr:filt to the Armed Farces.  Velueble
training in Jvint aperationg was zaincd--treining olmost inm
to got 1n pcacatime, and rcnc:q“l" 1l ton limltcd to mast
af the militsry services. Such anuhiencc bl invcluablc‘in
Integretlon withln the Scrviecs.

. 8n much for the gerncral plcturc. I'm now golng. ta‘gf
Russell, the Tcst Dircet»r, and Dr. Froman, thc 001uﬂt~wi
ta makxe a few romorks. I know you will bc lnturpstoﬂ ink
say as, aftcr all, alth-uzgh thicse topits were tezts of mi¢it}
wcapnng, the teate ware conduckted by the Solentific Grﬁugk
by Dr. Froman. Aftcr they have flinished, we wlll ende
such gucsgtions as you way have In wind invvfnr as we can d;
You realize, ~f course, Shat ruach 28 the Inf rmoti-n 1lsg” af tho

category ~f cloasificd dots under the Atomlc Zncrgy Act and the
uspiﬁnngc Act ¢nd none >f ur ls ot Libzrty o answer guestlons
pertalning to the tcchniocl aspiets of the tcst op thcir'résults.f

General Kepner »f the Alr Forccs and admiral rarswns Jf the
Navy, bath af whom we e Deputics to the Commander of Jolnt Task
F~rce Scven arc els> hore today. 4s stoted carlicr, Gencral Kepner o
was als?> in corward 2f the Alr Forccs partielipnting. It may be
thet you will wish to gucstl n thom. o

I heve hed coplcog of thesce notes from which I sp?kc made and
you arc weleonme t9 2 copy L you deslrs one.  If you wish o 'guote
any »f my remarks, I sugcocst you quote them from the nitea.  They
are written out to auch an cxtent that this can be done. 1 stand
behind any qustatil n thet 7 u may wich to make from the notes, and
you are at llberty o ugs 2ll Hr part of them in such menncr.

I am now o2iny to turn thils discussize ~ver to Coptaln Russell
and Dretor Froman. ' '



