aeposrony NARR - Cellege far K
coLLection Ko 22 %651 éecrehly
URITED STATES BOX No. 12 [NN3 «37,6.73-007)

ATOMIC ENERGY COMMISSION
Washington 25, Ta O+ FQLDER 1. b @"2""”) S“"sze’

ol (
INFORMATION FOR THE PRESS CAUTION—-—Plecase Ggprd_ ;ainst
¥o. 98, April 19, 1948 Premature Release
Tels .
el. ST 80CO, Bre. 307, 308 FOR PUBLICATION-After 12300 Noon, EST
Monday, April 19, 1948
409212

STATEMENT BY U. S. ATOMIC ENZERGY COMMISSION

There has been a test of an atomic weapon at the preving greunds
of the Atcmic Enerey Commission on Eniwetok Atoll in the Marshall Islandss
For security reasons the date of the test is not teing announced. 4
classified report c¢f the test results is being made to the Joint Committee
on Atomic Energy of the Congress. The test was conducted under full security
restrictions of the Atomic Energy Act of 1646, and pursuant to the pro-
visicns of the Act, the public issuance of Further infirmation concerning
the test is not permissitle at presents
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NOTE TO CORRESPONDENTS:~Following is a brief resums of previous
statements concerning the proving ground at Eniwetok Atolls

The Second Report of the United States Atomic Energy Commission
to the Congress, Gated July 22, 1947, stated that the Commission
"is establishing proving grounds in the Pacific for routine experi-
mente and tests of atomic weapons.®

On December 1, 1947, it was announced that "construction has W
becn started on Fniwetok Atoll for the Pacific Ocean lnstallations
announced last summers”
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On December 22, 1947, the staffing and organization of the
proving ground were announced and on December 30, 1947, pudblic notice
wrss given that hazards would exist in a defined area around Eniwetok
Atoll after January 31, 1948, and throughout the calendar year 1948.

In the late winter months Joint Task Force 7 comprised of units
of the Army, Navy, and Air Force complet:d construction at the proving
ground. Extensive instrumentation was installed for the use of the
sclentifiec and technical groups

The Third Report of the Commission to the Congress, dated January
31, 1948, referred to the Commission'!s program of weapons research
and- stated that "the principal goal in this field is the, scientific
wAid efigineéPing perfection of improved designs,” and' that "thorough
testing of weapone and components under simulated operation conditions
is neccssary to improved designe™ The Report also noted that "the
scientific and technical operatione of the proving ground will previde
new fundamental data and a Yroader understanding of the phenomena of
~ nuclear fission, for peaceful as well as for military application of ’
{0 . etoiic effergy." . o o
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