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There has been a test of an atomic ueapon at the prcving grounds
of the AtcrnicEnerry Coumiasion on Eniwetok Atoll in the Marshall Islandss
For security reasofisthe Cate of the test is not being mmnuzced. A
classified report cf the test res~iltsis being nade to the Joint Committee
on Atomic Enerti~of tlie Congr~s6* oThe test was conducted uader full security
restrictions of the .4tomic‘EnergyAct of 1946, and pursuant to the pro--
visions of the Act, the public issuance of fw-ther inf~rmation concerning
thtitest is not perrnissitleat preeent.
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NOT13TO CO~WO~3NTS:40110’#ir.g is a brief resume of previou6

,.. .,2.

statementsconcerning the prcvin~ ground at Eniwetok Atoll:

The Second Report of the United States Atomic Energy Commission
to tha Congress, dated July 22, 1947, stated that the Commission
‘]isestablishing -provinggrounds in the Pacific for routine experi-..
ment6 and tests of atomic weapons.s

on December 1, 1947, it wa6 announced that ‘construction has
been started on Eniwetok Atoll for the Pacific Ocean installation
announced last summer,”

On ?lecember22, 1947, the staffing and org~ization of the
proving ground were announced and on Decen%er 30, 1947, public notice
WG6 given that hazacls would t3Xi6t in a defined area around I?niwetok
Atoll after January 31, 1948, and thro%-bout the Calend= Y@= 1948*

In the late winter month6 Joint Task Force 7 comprised of units
of th~ Army, Navy, and Air Force complet.d construction at th= proving
ground. Extensivr instrumentationwas installed for the use of the
6clentific and technical group.

The Third Report of the Com~ission to the Congress, dated January
31, 1948, referred to the Corcmission16program of weapons research
and-stated that ‘th~ principal goal in this fiqld,,isthe,scie~tj#ic
%@:e&!net%ng perfection of improved desi~ns,fi-and’that ‘thor&qh
testing of weapon~ ard components und~r sinul.atedoperation conditions
is nec~ssary to inprovck design.w The Report ~SO ~lotedthat “the
scientific and technical operations of the proving ground will provide
new fundamental data and a broader understanding of the phenomena of
nuclear fission, for peaceful as well as for nilitary application of
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