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G e n e r a l  T h a t c h e r  sa id  t h a t  t he  S e c r i e t s r y  of' Defense  was 

/ 
~ . . ; j y  5 r ;p repa red  t o  s i g n  a l e t t e r  011 Department  o f  Defense  i n t e r e s t  i n  

d e v e l o p i n g  the rmonuc lea r  weapons wi th  v a r l o u s  c o n t a m i n a t i n g  

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s ,  Thls l e t t e r  w c ~ u l r l i  s t a t e  t h e  Department  o f  

Defeme posltion t h a t  more  s t u d y  0'1 the  q u e s t f o n  of deve lopl r ,g  

b o t h  a r educed  c o n t a m i n a t i o n  .,veapon and a n  i n c r e a s e d  contamI.na- 

t i o n  weapon i s  needed b e f o r e  the  Department  would be i n  a 

p o s i t L o n  t o  s t a t e  a development  r e q u i r e m e n t ,  birt t ha t  the  

Department  is ext ra rne ly  i n t e r e s t e d  in s u c h  weapons, 

b i r ,  Murray said t h a t  he had hoped t h e  Department  o f  Defense  

i n t e r e s t  would go beyond mere ly  a n  e x p r e s s i o n  of  s u p p o r t  f o r  


