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Dear Mr. Wilson:

The Atomic Energy Commissionis in agreementwith the
thoughtsexpressedin your March 5, lg55*letterto me. we have
asked our Li.vermoreLaboratoryto submit a proposalfor
realignmentof their programto make a major effort in the
directionsof’increasingand decreasingthe radioactiveyield of
thermonuclearweapons. Specifically,the Laboratoryhas been
asked to considerthis as an urgent proJect,with a view to
Initiatingat the earliestvigorousand extensiveefforts to
disclosefruitfullines of attack,and thosewith promiseto be
prosecutedat as rapid a pace a~”possible. Both the Increasing
and the decreasingof radioactiveyields will be investigatedbut
prioritywill be given to the latter, Increasingof radioactive
yieldswill be confinedto theoreticalstudiesat this time,
We hope to be able to test a dey$ce of decreasedradioactive
yield at an early date, possibly-inREDWING.

Progressmade on these importantresearcheffortswill be
reportedto you,

Sincerelyyours,

BEST COPY AVAILABLE
/s/W. Fe Libby

W. F, Libby
Acting Chairman

HonorableCharlesE. Wilson
The Secretaryof Defense
Washington’25,D, C.

*SecretariatNote: Circulatedas AEC 778/3.


