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e \ } Normally the Atauic Tnergy Cemmiesion eutwits 40 you spproxisstely
] i wm six months ahesd of any suolesy test sories, when the axact shots
& R~ @ be fired beoome ressonably fim, 8 letter outlining the ob-
3o jectives and soope of The werles. The sume letter or & laber one
.&x | requests approval, as roquired Ly law, for the expenditure of the
> > special nuclear materisle involved. Uy letter 1o you of Decesber7 X
& o g s 23, 1956, described the PLUHESOR Operaticn and that of Februaxy 3%,
= 5 > 3@2‘7 mwqueeted approvel for expemding naterials. |
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é g X § Flasxing has gone Torsard, w8 As nacespary, for the next Peeific .
€ O @ 9 saries, temmed Oporation MARDTACK, mnd plemmed criyinally to begim

sbout ¥ay 1, 1958, HAROTACK 1s & critical opurstion to our develope
nental progress and should (nelude: ;
1. Bighegltitude firings to teost our capadility to detect
nucleay detonations undey these conditions and to oblain
offeote infornation applicable to high-altitude miselle
and counter-sissile progrins.

2. Soversl shots necessary for the developmont of sfficient
clean werpons Lo medivwe and higher yield.

3. Proof teets of warheads for the TREK sud ICBM,

NS
ke Developmentel and preaf tests of peveral new basbs sad \, oo
warheads for our defemee or other tsctical use. ol %}
5. Dxploretory firings %o sstablish prineinles comneoted . . 3% o
with saaller or elesner or otharwive improved desigesy O P~
%o inclode ¢lasn, tattical designe. o S I
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6+ Cartain wespons effects tests for ithe Toparimont of 23 o ’
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7. PForther stady of the fallout prencuens. ‘gﬁg 2\ 3
= pe ]
“ In view of the importance uf this sexios to our dofenpe postuve Q: Q%“Q >
snd the presant state of interoational relations with respect t006 SJET @
tepting, it sppesrs desiradle that we start HARDTACK an eaxly ae o
s.@,ﬂi’_??ﬁ%{h WM& with aehieving the neceoxsary objectives of , %
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The Prosident -

4he Cperstion. ¥e heve pewlewad this metter with the Departaent
of Defense and believe Wash, Lf the series 1e lizited to sssen~
%121 tusts, the series wemld be initiatsd sbout 1 April and be
conplated within four mondim. An esticated 25 shots would be
invelved. It is nmot poseibls at this time to specify the sxmct
davices 0 be fived vr the expenditures of material invelved.

To meot tuis sehedula, howewer, we must laform car laboratories
that their develepment effert sust te wpedited and be directed
towards the esrliur dute, we must expedite the readying of the
Joizt Teok Powes whish condupts the Uperatlon, and we wust ex-
pedite the shipnent of materials and comatruction of tast fucilie
ties. Thess sstions would seon lead to surnice thal we were
procseding with preparations for a Fecific test operatiom teo start
aarly in 1958,

Fe boliave nont atvengly that Operstion HARDTACK should begin es
early as possible snd ntemd to procesd with the Departmmt of
Defsnse with preparetions on Y:is basis. iHowever, in view of

the disarmanent negotistions waler wey, wo believe you would
desive to be informed of t¥his fact prier to our procesding. ¥s
requsst, therefore, that you note thet we shall procecd fmediste~
iy to make plans and prepavadicns for inditiating Operstion
HARDTACK an sarly ae possible and shall submit to you later s
mh wﬁt WMating of devises to be fired and of maberials o

Rappecifully yourwm,

thatrman

The President
The ¥hite louse
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