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Attached is a oopy of a letter I recently wrote to the Fremident aand
whish Mr. loper reviewsd pricr to its tranmsittal, On the aftermoon
of 9 August the Fresident discussed with we the subject of this letter.
Ihe Seosretary of State was present. In the discussion the Fresideat
sade the followling pointas:

s He approved our proceeding vow with preparations for Operation
HARDPACK with s startiug date of 1 April 1958. e expressed an
interest in starting earlier, but I informed him that April
appesred the gsarliest that a balanced series could bs started.

bs He expressed conziderable doubt as t¢ the necessity Leor the number
of shotm, approximstely 25, my laetter indicated as probabdly necee-
sary. He directed thut the planned firinge be sereened to hold
to the sunllest aweber practical without losing escential defense
objeotives: The Commizsion will soreen thoss shots for wsapons
developments to sse that this diregtion ia met. It io reguosted
that the Jepartment of Jefense take aprropriate actios relative to
tae allitory effecisc shots plwaned.

e+ lio directed that, for the early futwre, there de n0o public announce~
ment of cur proparations, plans, or intent ¢ hold a spring 1958
serdes. e dlreeted that the preparations be conducted oo a clasai-
fied basis and that, prior to pudlic anmouwncesent, he be informed so
that he wight review the timing and content of the announcexnent.
Toe Comminsion will iseue nevessary instructions to its agencles.
It 45 requested that the Jepartment of cefense take such aotion as
ig necesnary in thls regurd.

We sre isstructing the Mrector of Nilitary iApplication of the Commiasion
to soordinate inmedistely with the Commission agercies concerned, with the
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Comnander, Joint T-cik Force ‘sveny with the Chief, Ara:d Forces
Gpoeiol weapons Yrojecl, snd with the Uheirman, Hilitary Lismison
Comwitieo, to soe sl nlans go forward secording to the President's

wishoo,
OGinearely rours,
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