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DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON

September 11, 1954

Dear Mr, Chairman:

I am enclosing coples of letters recelved recently by the:

_ Secretary from the United States Representative to the United Natlons,

Ambassador Henry Cabot Lodge, Jr., and the United States Representa-
%1lve on the Trusteeship Council, Mr, Mason Sears, Eoth letters
refer to discussions in the United Nations of nuclear tests.in the
Trust Territory of the Paclific Islands and both stress the
importance of carrying out promises made to the Marshall Islanders
affected by the tests concerning compensatlion for damages suffered
from past tests and safeguards against possible harmful consequences
of any future tests.

I fully share the views expressed by Ambassador Lodge and
Mr. Sears. The United States willl certainly be expocsed to seriocus
criticism in the Unlted Nations and elsewhere if the promlses we
have made to the Marshallese people are not kept.

I would appreclate your calling to the attention of the
officers concerned in your Agency the importance which the Department
of State attaches %o prompt fulfillment of these promises., I would
also appreclate your informing the Department of State of the steps
taken to this end so0 that our representatives in the United Nations
will be In a positlon to deal effectively with any charges that may
be made concerning our actlons 1ln the Trust Territory. 1In this
connectlon, I should like to draw your attention to the fact that
whille India has not thus far placed on the agenda of the forthconing
session of the General Assembly an ltem concerning the legality of
nuclear tests in the Trust Territory cof the Pacific Islands, it
continues to be probable that this matter will be discussed in the
Assembly.

I am sending similar letters to the Department of the Interionr
and Department of Defense,

Sincerely,

/s/

Walter B. Smith
Acting Secretary
The Honorable
Lewis L, Straeuss, Chalrman,
Atomic Energy Commission.

This material contains information affecting the
national defense of the United States within the
meaning of the espionage laws, Title 18, U.S.C.,
I Sec., 793 and 794, the transmission or revelation
of which 1n any manner to an unauthorized person
is prohibited by law.
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UNITED STATES REPRESENTATIVE TO THE UNITED NATIONS

Two Park Avenue,
New York, New York,
August 26, 1954,

Dear Foster:

Before going off to Africa with the United Nations Visiting
Mission, Mason Sears brought to my attention the vital importance
which he attaches to the United States' carrying out promises made,
in both public and private, to the Marshall Islanders in connectlon

" with our atomic experiments, Attached is a letter from him on this

watter, expressing views with which I heartily concur,

It seems to me that we cannot hope to carry out an effective
program in the United Nations, and especially in the Assembly this
coming Fall, 1f the United States is so vulnerable to charges not
Just from the Soviets and their crew, but from the Indians and
similar neutralists, that our promises to compensate the Marshallese
and to arrange to protect them from future dangers springing from
atomic experiments are so much sound and fury signifying nothing,

Attacks of the.ﬁind the Soviets and Indians willl make must
be met head-on, and with as convincing a record as 1s possible,
Now that so much time has elapsed since our promises were made,
restoring the record to a balance favorable to us will not be easy.
Zowever I am convinced that an active program by the State Depart-
ment pursued with the other agencies of the Government could give
the tangible results needed to honor cur commitments.

Falthfully yours,

Henry Cabot Lodge, Jr.

e Honorable
John Foster Dulles,
Secretary of State.
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July 23, 1954

Dear Mr, Secretary:

From the point of view of the United States the most important’
item on the agenda of the recently concluded Fourteenth Session of
the Trusteeship Council was the petition of the Marshallese people
protesting the use of their islands, which are among the Pacifilc
1slands administered by the United States under a Trusteeship
\greement with the United Nations, as a proving ground for nucleax
weapons. In the Council the United States secured the adoptlon by
a vote of 9-3 (USSR, Syria, Indla) of a resolutlion tacltly approving
our continuing such tests in the Territory. A Soviet resolution
which would have recommended that we discontinue the tests, as well
as an Indian resolution which would have sought an advisory opinion
from the International Court of Justlice on the legallty of con-
dueting such tests in the Trust Territory, were both decisively
defeated.

However, the Trusteeship Council's action in no sense con-
cludes the matter. The Indian Delegation has stated that 1t will
place an item on the agenda of the Ninth General Assembly whereby
*he Assembly would seek the Court's opinion on the legality of our
using the Trust Territory for these tests. Furthermore, information
on the consequences of the radiocactive fall-out after the test of
March 1, 1954, which caused damage to the health and property of
certain inhabltants of the Trust Territory outside the closed area,
will have to be included in the United States report to the Unlted
Nakions on its administration of the Trust Territory for the period
July 1, 1953 - June 30, 1954,

It 1s important, therefore, that the appropriate branches of
the Government realize that this problem is a continuing one whlaen
will require careful consideratlon both immediately and in the
future, I should like to emphasize two aspects of the problem which
w8t be followed up promptly and dealt with satisfactorily if we are
50 minimize possible future repercussions of this issue that could
be damaging to United States interests.

- First of all, we cannot afford a recurrence of the accident
which caused injury to a number of Marshallese as well as Amerlcans
and Japarese., We have formally and publicly undertaken to take
every precaution agalnst recurrence of this type of disaster,

Should there be a repetition of the accildent, we might have
difficulty in obtaining the support of even our closest Allies in
the United Nations in our attempt to Justify the continuation of
nuclear experiments in the Trust Territory and in allaying criticisms
of this Government for the additional harm which they would have
caused, Moreover, there would probably be considerable criticlsm in
this country as well,

The second important matter relates to our undertakings to

compensate adequately the peoples of the Trust Territory who as a
result of nuclear tests have suffered 111 effects as regards thelr
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health, property or capaclty to galn a livelihood, One aspect of
this question relates to compensation due the Bikinl people, who
were removed from their home island in 1946, The slowness in

making a settlement of the compensation promlsed these people is
causing increasing criticism in the Trusteeship Council. This
criticism 1s heilghtened by the fact that conditlions on Kili Island
where they have been resettled are not satisfactory to the Bikinlans.
Moreover, this is the second resettlement scheme that has proved
unsatisfactory to them,

Finally, as a result of the injuries, damage and displacements
caused by the hydrogen bomb tests, just compensatlion has been '
promised to the Rongelap and Uterlk peoples affected., There 1s no
doubt that attention will be focused in the Trusteeship Council
next year on the question of whether just and prompt settlements
nave been made to these people. I urge that these settlements be
yorked out and made forthwlth.

It is my duty to place on record the above problems and to
suggest that all agenciles of the Government concerned be made fully
aware of the need for dealing with them prouptly and effectively so
that the United States will not be placed at a disadvantage 1n the
Unlited Nations on a matter vital to our security.

Sincerely yours,
Mason Sears

U. S. Representative in the
Trusteeship Councill

The Honorable
John Foster Dulles,
Secretary of State.
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