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DEPARTMENTOF STATE

WASHINGTON

408783

September 11, 1954,

Dear Mr. Chairman:

I am enclosing copies of letters received recently by the:
Secreta~ from the United States Representativeto the United Nations;
AmbassadorHenry Cabot Lodge, Jr., and the United States,Representa-
tlve on the Trusteeship Council,Mr. Mason Sears, Eoth letters
wfer to discussionsin the United Nations of nuciear tests.i.nthe
Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands and both stress the
importanceof carrying out promises made to the Marshall Islanders
affectedby the tests concerningcompensationfor damages suffered
from past tests and safeguardsagainstpossible harmful consequences
of any future tests.

I fully share the views expressedby AmbassadorLodge and
Mr. Sears, The United States will certainlybe exposed to serious
criticism in the United Nations and elsewhere i.l?the promises we
have made to the Marshallesepeople are not kept.

I would appreciateyour calling to the attentionof the
officers concerned in your Agency the importancewhich the Department
of State attaches to prompt fulfillmentof these promises. I would
also appreciateyour informingthe Department of State of the steps
tiakento this end so that our representativesIn the United Nations
will be in a position to deal effectivelywith any charges that may
be made concerningour actions in the Trust Territory. In this
connection,I should like to draw your attentionto the fact that
while India has not thus far placed on the agenda of the forthcv~ing
session of the General Assembly an item concerningthe legality of
nuclear tests In the Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands,i.t
continues to be probable that this matter will be discussed In the
A~sembly,

I am sending similar letters to the Departmentof the Intc??ior
and Departmentof Defense.

Sincerely,

/s/

Walter B. Smith
Acting Secretary

The Honorable
Lewis L. Strauss, Chairman,

Atomic Energy Commission,

Thj.smaterial contains informationaffectingthe
national defense of the United States within the
meaning of the espionage laws, Title I-8, U,S,C,,

! Sec. 793 and 794, the transmissionor revelation
of which in any manner to an unauthorizedPerson
is prohibitedby law.
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..=, UNITED STATES REPRESENTATIVETO THE UNITED NATIONS
%,

.. Two Park Avenue,
New York, New York,

August 26, 1954.

Dear Foster:

Before going off to Africa with the United Nations Visiting
Mission, Mason Sears brought to my attentionthe vital Importance
which he attaches to the United States’ carrying out promises madej
in both public and private, to the Marshall Islanders in connection “
with our atomic experiments, Attached is a letter from him on this
Y.atter,expressingviews with which I heartily concur.

It seems to me that we cannot hope to carry out an effective
program in the United Nations, and especiallyin the Assembly this
coming Fall, if the United States is so vulnerableto chargesnot
just from the Soviets and their crew, but from the Indians and
similarneutralists,that our promises to compensatethe Marshallese
and to arrange to protect them from future dangers springingfrom
atomic experimentsare so much sound and fury signifyingnothing,.

Attacks of the,~ind the Soviets and Indians will make must
be met head-on, and with as convincinga record as Is possible.
Now that so much time has elapsed since our promises were made,
restoring the record to a balance favorable to us will not be easy.
However I am convincedthat an active program by the State Depart-
ment pursued with the other agenciesof the Governmentcould give
t~,etangible results needed to honor our commitments,

Faithfullyyours,

Henry Cabot Lodge, Jr,

.

?!heHonorable
John Foster Dunes,

Secretary of State.

.
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Mr. Secretary:

YCm!KF JNITII.A;

July 23, 1954

From the uoint of view of the United States the most important’
on the agefidaof the recently concludedFourteenth Session of

the TrusteeshipCouncil was the petition or the Marshallesepeople
protesting the use of their i$3~ds) which are ~ong ‘he ‘acific
islands administeredby the United States under a Trusteeship
‘l&reementwith the United Nations, as a proving ground for nuclew
w~apons. In the Council the United States secured the adoptionby
a vote of 9-3 (USSR,Syria~ India) of a resolutiontacit~Y aPProvtng
our continuingsuch tests In the Territory. A Soviet resolution
which would have recommendedthat we discontinuethe tests, as well
as an Indian resolutionwhich would have sought an advisory opinion
from the InternationalCourt of Justice on the legality of con-
ducting such tests in the Trust Territory,were both decisively
defeated.

However, the TrusteeshipCouncil’s action in no sense con-
eludes the matter. The Indian Delegationhas stated that it will
place an item on the agenda of the Ninth General Assemblywhereby
the Assemblywould seek the Court’s opinion on the legality of our
using the Trust Territory for these tests. Furthermore,information
on the consequencesof the radioactivefall-out after the test of
Narch I, 1954, which caused damage t.o the health and property Of
certain inhabitantsof the Trust Territory outside the closed area)
will have to be included in the United States report to the United
Nations on it5 administrationof the Trust Territory fOr the period
Zuly 1, 1953 - June 30, 1954.

It is important,therefore,that the appropriatebranches o?
~h,eGovernmentrealize that this problem is a continllingOne WkLCh
,T~ll require careful consideration both immediatelyand in the
ruture, I should like to emphasize two aspects of the problem which
:::~stbe followed up promptly and dealt with satisfactorilyif we are
to minimize possible future repercussionsof this issue that could
be damaging to United States interests.
.

First of all, we cannot afford a recurrenceof the accident
●

which caused injury to a number of Marshalleseas well as Americans
and Japanese, We have formally and publicly undertakento take
every precaution against recurrenceof this type of disaster.
Should there be a repetitionof the accident,we might have
difficultyin obtainingthe support of even our closest Allies in
the United Nations in our attempt to justify the continuationof
nuclear experimentsin the Trust Territory and in allaying Crl.kici.sms

of this Government for the additionalharm whic!lthey would have
oaused. Moreover, there would probably be considerablecritic:mnin
this country as well.

(-
The second importantmatter relates to our undertakingsto

compensateadequatelythe peoples of the Trust Territot’ywho as a
result of nuclear tests have sufferedill effects as regards their
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health) property or capacity to gain a livelihood. One aspect of...=
k:, this question relates to compensationdue the Bikini people, who
., were removed from their home island in 1946, The’slownessin
.‘. making a settlementof the compensationprQmised these people is..

causing Increasingcriticismin the TrusteeshipCouncil, This
criticismis heightenedby the fact that conditionson Kili Island
where they have been resettled are not satisfactoryto the Biklnians.
Moreover, this is the second resettlementscheme that has proved
unsatl,sfactoryto them.

Finally, as a result of the injuries,damage and displacements
caused by the hydrogen bomb tests, just compensationhas been
promised to the Rongelap and Uterlk peoples affected. There is no “
doubt that attentionwill be focused in the TrusteeshipCouncil
next year on the question of whether just and prompt settlements
“?avebeen made to these people. I urge that these settlementsbe
‘rorkedout and made forthwith.

It is my duty to place on record the above problems and to
suggest that all agencies of the Governmentconcernedbe made fully
aware of the need for dealing with them promptly and effectively so
that the United States will not be placed at a disadvantagein the
United Nations on a matter vital to our security.

Since?elyyours,

Mason Sears
U, S. Representativein the

TrusteeshipCouncil

?~e Honorable
John Foster Dunes,

Secretary of State.
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