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Hovorahle Cari T. Dariwe
Chatroan, Joint Committee o
Atcale Rwrgy

Congress of the United Htatos

Dear Y. Darboa:

After the relatively beavy fallont on the Marshall Islands Merch 1,
1954, &2 fohubitants were cvacuated first to0 Kwvajalein apd to 21t
viwere they sro nov living. There have been punlic statements, come
curyed in by the Atomie Energy Comsdiesion, Department of Interior
and the Deportaent of State to tw offect that theoo people will de
returned 4o thelr home Islnnd of Bongelsp as soon &6 health cone
siderations pormit,. Such o statemint was culmitied to the 17th
Session of the U. ¥, Trusteeship Counoil Subcomnittes of Petitions,
Hareh 27, 1950 hy M. Vermom B MoBay, Specisl Bepresentative of
the Adminigtering lutborities for the Trust Territory of the Paeific
Islends .

Soveral redialogical warveys &f the Merasall Inlands, aspecinlly
Rongelsy Atoll, wewe been made Saring the peet tvo and one-half

yesrs. Thw intost survey (Mly £3-@b, 1956) indicstes a presence of
& residusl contamivation on the lIsland of Romgelap, but ot a lewel
et in sccoptable from o health point of view, both for the potentiel
anteranl gooms radlation s the strontium-) content in the
food supply, with the possible exception off lamd crebe.

Therelore, the position of the Atande Energy Cowsission Ly that the
Ropgelapese conld be returned W their home 1liland as soon as rew
habilitation procedures on the Taland of Rangelsp are completed,

with the advice that land orabds 5ot b oaten at this tiwe. The plans
Tor the return of the Ropgelapese huwe been concurred in by the De-
partaent of Imterior vhich s the Government agency rosponaible for
the Trust Territories, awd by the Department of ttate.
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Honorable Carl T. Dmrham -2 -

Reconstruction of homes and other facilities on the 1sland, which
have deteriorated during the period of inoccupance, will begin
in the near future. It 1s expected that the inhebitants can be
returned by early summer.

Sincerely yours,

K E Fielgs

General Manager
«c: Secretariat (1)

General Mangger (1)
Congressional Commnications Section (2)



