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Bovoreblio Herbert B Soapyr
Chalrvesn Miitary ldaison Covaittes
to the Atomie Epergy Comsdosicn

Dese Mate Loper:

After the relatively heayy feliowt on the Marshell Iulapds Mecea 1,
1956, 8¢ inbaditants wers® evacusted first to Xwajelein end to BJit
whare they are rovw living. Thore heve deen public statenssts, cot-
curred in by the Momic Soeegy Ccomtssicn, Departsment of Intarier
angd the Depariment of State te the elfpct that theve people wild

e roturped to thely home fxland of Bomgelap 49 soon B8 Nesltdh ¢oo-
sidoruticns pereit. Such & statenent wea sulmiticd 2 the LT
Beseton of the U. ¥. Trusteeship Council Subccostttes of Petitioms,
Yarch 27, 1956 by Hr. Vexrvon D. WoEay, dpecial Representative of
;?m:: Mministering Authorities fur the Trost Territeory of thae Pacific

Peverel rudiniopionl surveys of the Macsboll Islunds, espscislly
Bomgelep Atoll, have been mode during the past two and camenalf
yours, Thbe iotest awrvey (July 23+6%, 1956) indicetes & presence
of 8 rasldual contamination om the Islund of Rongelap, but at &
lavel that 18 aeceptabis faom o health point of view, both Ior the
potantisl externel smase radiztion expoanre and the wtromtivm-HG
conbent in tho food supply, vith the posstihle exception of land
RERRE .

herelors, ths position of the Atomic Energy Comslusion i5 that the
Romgelspess coRpld bs roturued to their hows lsizni &5 soon &8 yo-
Beblidtation provedures on the Xalahd of Bomgelap sre cowploted,
with the advice that Iand cyads mob Lo eaten &t this time. The
plans for the raturn ol the Bopgelapese have bhoen vomcuryed in

Ly the Depsrisent of Interlor whish is the Goveranent agsncy
responsibly Yor the Trust Terzitories, snd by the Departeemt of
Btate .
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Honorsbile Berbert B. Loper -3 -

Reconstruction of homes and other facilities on the island, which
have dsteriorated during the pariod of imoccupance, will begin in

the pear future. It is expected that the irbabltants can be retursed
by early susmer.

Bincerely yours,

Genersl Mansger
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