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- Return of Ron~elapese to Their Home Island ,$, “,:
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Dr. Dunham reviewed AEC 125/30 - Return of Rongelapetietos
K’)’,;pyy *’“:

8?.$$$’’’>:;;’ ,,“~Their Home Island, which recommended that the Commission adopt
b
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\,’-\(_Jji.. “ ‘;a’position that the Rongelapese, who were displaced from their ;,’$;:,
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,. , Island by tests durin~” Operation @WTLE~ could be returned to ““’”; ‘*P*, *.&,—

the:Lrhome island in the Marshall I:lands as socm ao r~habili-
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‘cationhas been completed.

Dr. Dunham said studies had been made of the external

radtation hazard to the Rongelapcsc as well as the strontium 90

hazard in ccmtaminated food. He said radiation exposure of

ttv?sepeople wmld not exceed the mnximum permissible body

burdens of 100 Sunshine units ~s ootablished by the National

Committee on Radiation Protection.

● In response to a comment by M’r.Vance) Dr. Dunhatnsaid

hc fi!h?not bclicvc there was my evidence thn.tthe Ron:elapese

did not want to return to the!? home island.

Mr. Lj.bbycomment(?d.on the extensive stur?ieswhich had
●

bce:~made ;f th(~soil and of the plant life of the island as

., well as the fish in the surrounding waters. H(?said he did not
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gested that studies Should be made

the amount of ~tronium 90 that had

bod:Lcs. Dr. Dunham pointed out that such studies

in c~iltin~~ingmedical inspections which w3-11 be a

term study of radlatlon effects on the island”.

I’ifterfurthzr di.SCUSS ion, the Commission:

theoe people’s 1

were included

part of a long-

s, P,DProvcdthcposition ~f t!leAtomic Energy

Commission that the FMngelapcse could be returned to

their home island :.ssoon ?.srehabilitation procedures

l)a.vebeen completed.on thc~L~l~,ndaS described In

Appendix “B” to KEC 125/30;

b. Noted that the Department of the Interior and

the Department of State will be advised of this action

.
“E” to AEC 125/30 will be proposed to

125/30;

such as Appendix

the Department

of Interior for issuance when the Department determines

that the natives can return; and

d. Noted that the Joint Committee on Atomic Energy,

. the GAC, and the MLC will be advised of this action by
,,..

I
letter such as Appendix “D” to AEC 125/30.
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