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Memorandum for Those Listed Below

Subject: Proposed Interior Department Announcement on Return of
Rongelapese

ARC 125/30, approved by the Commission on February 21, 1957, included
an Appendix "E" a draft announcement to be proposed to the Department
of Interlor for issuance when the Department determines that the
Rongelap inhabitants can return to their home atoll.

The Department of Interior later provided us with a revision of this
draft, which has been edited by the Divisions of Information Services,
Military Application and Bilology and Medicine. It is similar to the
draft proposed to Interior, although less detailed. A copy is attached
for your information.

We are advised that a letter has been sent from the Commission to the
Joint Committes, stating that the Commission has determined that the
Rongelap people may be safely returned. Since the anncuncement will be
made by the Department of Interior, which has responsibility for the
actuel decision as to the natives' return, we do not believe that
further notice to the Commiitee is necessary. Mr. LaPlante's office
concurs In this judgment.

After receiving Commission comment on this draft, we will return it to
the Department of Interior, with a notation that it would be wise to
consult the State Department for advice on timing of issuance in
relation. to possible International impact.

- BEST COPY AVAILABLE

Morse Salisbury, Director
Division of Informatlon Services

Attachment

Adresgees: - A
Lewis L. Strauss, Chairman {vie E. Kollu) ce: Secretariat "\/‘
Thomas E. Morray, Commissioner General Counsel
Willard F. Libby, Commissioner Gen. Starbird, DMA
Harold S. Vance, Commissioner Dr. Dunham, B&M

XK. E. Flelds, General Marsger (via B. F. LaPlante, GMSA
H. S. Traynor, AGM)
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RONOELAP PYOFLE TO RETURN 70 THEIR HOMES YH THF TAUST TTRRITORY
OF THE FaCIFIC ISLARDS

Phnsambdngmrarmemmdtheamgmppmplauhom

exposed to fallout during the mmelear experimenis at the U0, Atomle Energy
Comztesionts Fniwetoh Froving Grounds in March, 1954, t0 their bomse atoll -

in the Mershell Inlands in about five menths, the Department of the
Interior smmouncsd today.

mmucwmn-tham«mummmAMo
fnergy Commission that the people may safely be returned to Rangelsp.
The Contxisaion hao sdvised the Department that it hes carefully evelusted
&hﬁmmmlruﬁdoﬁ&mammgmwtmm
ane-nell years. The resulis of the lalest survey indleste the precance
of resiiusl redloestivity st a level thet i3 scceplalle from » health
point of view, hmummmunammnumm
wepomure sod Strentivm90 in the food mupply, with the posaible exceptien
of lend crebs. mmmmmwuuum»m:«dmtwuum
crelm, peading the results of future radiclogies) surveys. Lend crebs
ere not a mejor iten in thelr normal dlst.

Iighty-tso Nongelep inhebitants were removed from thelr Lome atoll
fullesdng the fallent tlmt oocurrnd after the Herch 1, 1954 nucleor test
at the Fniwetok Froving Creumds. They remained on Xwsjalein matl)
Mo,lm.wiwnuaqwrumswavnhg:mzmmrwm«a
E)it Iskand in the Hejure Atell.

A mmber of fongelep inkabitants who were swey from the atell at
mmormram“talmhavebomummﬁjltordmhmin
the Meratwll Islsnds. The sime of the group alsv has been inersased

(more)
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by marrisges with now-residents of Rongelap end by Mrths, snd about
200 persons will be returmed to the lalend,

The superficisl redistion skin burns reveived by scme of the people
ap & result of thely exposure wers healsd Ly the fa)l of 1954, Thare
has beens & regrowth of heir, nodmel in color, taxiure and smowmni, in
the indiwidnels wbe experienced loss of helr fallowing the fellout.
The people have raaeived periodis medicel exsninetions frem Atomio
Margy Caminsion specinlists end Trust Territory physicisns, Medicel
cxspinations will be contimmed in the future.

Flans for the rebshilitation of Rangelap imolude the constwuetion
of new homes and cowmndty bulldings, replecement of village scoesa
pathe, incressed weter storage facilitien, end instellation of &
twoevay radie casmmicstions facility.




