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95’jthAEC 90 SEMIANNUAL REPORT TO THN PP.ESIDTNTAND ‘IO‘THENSC
Meeting
1-27-54 The Chairman said that the Semiannual Report t)othe
s

President and to the NW had been completed mnd three conies of

the Report would be transmitted. The Commissioners indicated

that they did not wish to examine the Report. Mr. Strauss said

that an effort would tiemade to consolidate this Report and the

Semiannual Report to the Joint Committee.
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UNITED STATES
ATOMIC ENERGY COMMISSION

Washington 25, D. C.

No. 4.78
Tel. ST 3-8000, Ext. 307

FOR RELEASE IN MORNING NEWSPAPERS “
THURSDAY$ APRIL 2, 1953

BIKINI ATOLL ADDED TO ATOMIC
PROVING GROUND IN PACIFIC

1!

$

Washington, April 2 -- To accommodate the rapid-
ly expanding program of developing and testing new and % ‘-

improved nuclear weapons the United States Atomic Energy \ ‘J~

Commission is enlarging the Pacific Proving Ground in the
Marshall Islands to include Bikini as well as Eniwetok ~

%(-
11$

Atoll. Bikini is 180 miles to the eastward of En: “
Construction of technical facilities there will begin - ~
shortly. Iql

\:
● w;

Use of Bikini is necessary because of the limited “
1~

size of Eniwetok~ where tests were conducted last Nove ‘
\ de

Eniwetok will be the headquarters and main operating base ~r~
for the Proving Ground. Bikini and Eniwetok will remain 6 ‘1

under the civil jurisdiction of the Department of Inter”ior. t

%

AEC uses the area under agreement with Interior.
w<..
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Bikini was last used in 194.6for testing military
effects of conventional atomic bombs. At that time its

inhabitants were evacuated from the Atoll. After study of

suitable alternative sites and consultations with the people,
they were relocated on the island of Kili in the southern
Marshall Islands. Since the 1946 tests, the Nevada proving
Ground of the Atomic Energy Commission has been established
and is continuing in use for frequent tests$ one series of
which is now underway.

The United Nations is being notified by the Depart-
ment of State that Bikini Atoll and its territorial waters
have been declared closed for security reasons in accord-
ance with the provisions of the Trusteeship Agreement between
the United States and the Security Council of the United
Nations.
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