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With reference to your query re~arclingthe details of newspaper
-storiesabout the Japanese expedition to the Pacific ProvinS
Ground, the best summary seems to be that from Ambassador All~.son
in his dispatch No~ 49 of <July7 whjch is as fol.1.ows:

‘lResearchvessel SN”NKOTSU ?i411Jreturned July 4 after 9,000
mile survey of Pacifj,ctest areae Oetail.edreport and samplings
sutmd.ttedto fj.sheriesagency upon arrival. Data being studied by
new group,Bikini waters investigationliaison council)with
f:indlngslto be treated as national property and ~i.vento the
world.t

‘~Newspapers of followin~ day quote fishing af;encyas announcing
that: (a) Interim rep.rts .show~ish from test area edible urii.ess
caught i.n northern equatorial currant; (b) Radioactive contamination
of sea water and marine life stron~est between 8 and 12 de~ees
north latitude west of Bikini; (c) Most radioactivity on t,unafound
in internal organs and around Gills very little in flesh; (d) Plankton
much more radioactive than fish; (e) Exposure to sea water in area
to be avoided; (f) only minor radioactivity found in air; (g) Safest
fishing area south of Bikini where no radioactivity found; (h) navig-
ation not jeopa~dfl.zedbarrin~ furt~lertests in area.

lt~isher~.esspokesman envisa~ed arother expxiition next year
a].sostated Pacific current Ttoulclnot brinficontaminated water to
Japanese Coast.

Wewsreel taken aboard now showing Tokyo and substantial dail-j;
output from nine newspapermen participating expedition Press
accounts largely factual and moderate in tone, some of them con-
structivelypointed out (a) Radioactive fish eaten during trip;
(b) Certain scientists aboard have scoffed at overnervou.sdumping
of radioactive fish here; (c) Highest radioactivity encountered
was point 65 mi.lliroentgenper day or one percent of dancer l.imitc!l

While it will be sometime before we have our own data in hand, the
y

newspaper accounts which I have read seem temperate in tone and do “%$,
not seem out of line with what we already know. ?/
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