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Considering developments during and ssbsegquent to (peretion CASTLE,
the Connission believes that news nedia representation at one shot

in Qperation FEIWMINC is deairable to provide opportumity for ace
curats reporting of events 88 a nsans of promoting public conpre-
hansion of st cbjectives, dispelling misrepresentations and off-
getting sttacks on test programs. 1The Seorwtary of Pefense agreed )
that such representation is cesiveble and his office, in lotter of
Februsry 29, 1956, expressed the belief that s feasidble planm, uith
appropriste sasurity safegusrds, eoculd be arranged. &dccordingly,

tire Atonde fpergy Commission snd the fepartasnt of Defensa stsfia
jolntly have prepsred a plan, invited the aporopriste msdia greups

to designate pool representstives, and zre at present working out

the details of a2 program.

MAT:EABlue:bm

The pregram visualised cousists of observation of the large yield
shet seheduled for Mey 1, 1956 by about fifteen &, 3. news media
represantatives, one U, 5, Information Service Sepressntative, and
about twenty Federsl Civil Tefenss Admdnistration reprssentativen
oa the level of Tegiomal and Stats Directors, supported by about
tugaty Atemic Enerpy Somsission and Department of Dafense classi~
fication, informsticn and sscurity specialista., 7Tha obrervers
would gather in Fawali st their own expsnsse, procesd as & grosp
bty ailitery sireraft to Zwajalein, berth and mess aboard ship at
the dock in Fwajalein until called forward by the Ccmmandsr, Joint
Task Foroe SEVIE, proceed on selectad izlaand tours, view from ship
(or single airorsit) and record on fila a megaton yleld shot,
?mrn via ship (or plane) to Xwajalein, thence return to Hewait
¥ air.

Federal Civil Defense idsdnistration partieipstion in the program
i1l provide an epportunity fer selected state and regional ¥CTi
directors to chsarve the events associnted with a thermomuclear
detonation in order that they msy Le better oriented with respsct
to oivil defense prebless and FCDA objsetives.
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The program iz based on the premise that the special observers
involved will not have acoess to classified inforwmation. In
keeping with this premise and in order to achieve the cbjectives
of the program, the Commission has determined that the following
information may be pubdblished without constituting an undue risk
to the common defense and sscurity:

G&. The yield of the selected shot is expected to be
(and was) seversl megatons (now Confidential -
Restricted Data);

bs The selected shot is to be (and was) en airburst
(now Confidential -~ Zestricted Lata);

cs The code word *BIWIRG when associasted with the
1956 test operstion (now Confidential - Tefense
Information}s snd

d. Information that the test detonaticn has taken
place (prior to the officiel AE0-I0D announcement)
(now Confidential - [efense Information).

As & basis for funding, it is proposed that the Department of
Defense fund for the operating expense of ships and airoraft
involved and provide all necessary equipment; Atomic Energy
Comaission will bear the costs of installing communications

eguipment and modifications of ships and aircraft inéident to
such installation.

Sincerely yours,

Chairman

Honorable Herbert E. Loper
Chalrman, Hllitary Limison Committee
to the Atomic Energy Commission




