
For example,it is commonlyinterpreted,Mr. Mur:r’:,a~h:t YOU
do not go along with the clean bomb statement.
understandyour point, it was not that, but you had not been
properly consultedin preparation.

COMMISSIONERMURRAY: Both.

CHAIRMANSTRAUSS: You donlt believe there is a clean
bomb?
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COMMISSIONERMURRAY: That is a ridiculousstatement. Of
course I do. The way you put it out, there are two things. I
was not consulted. The secondwas I wouldnlt --

COMMISSIONERL1B13Y:What I would propose is that we get
a statementof fact about it out, to which we can all agree
about the fact, so that this questioningof the fact is
stopped. I think that this is a matter of informationto
our people and to the world.

COMMISSIONERMURRAY: I think It would be a good thing to
try●

COMMISSIONERLIBBY: I am sorry to SZJ that I donlt have
any particul~.r’mechanism. Another press releasemight be the
way, If one of us were going to make a speech,that might be
the way. I just donlt know exactlyhow It shouldbe managed.
But I think some time before too long --

COMMISSIONERMURRAY: I would not plan TO do this before
we got back.

CHAIRMANSTRAUSS: I thinlcif it is to be done, it should
be done promptly.

COMMISSIONERMURRAY: HOW da we sit down cmd consult if we
leave tommorrow?

CHAIRMANSTRAUSS: We certainlywould not cake more than
a day to consulton it, \;]ewill be here to~!rrc~.

COMMISSIONERMURRAY: This Is Gne of these thingson the
last hour. I have some time to thinlcabout it. I am perfectly
willing to considerany statementthat Bill or you or anyone
else wants to prepare.

CHAIRMANSTRAUSS: Ijlewill draw one and send f.tto you.

COMMISSIONERLIBBY: How about circulatingone?

COMMISSIONERMURRAY: How soon do you want to mice this?

CHAIRMANSTRAUSS: Eill~s thoughtwas that it ought to come
right away.

COMMISSIONERMURRAY: What is
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CHAIRMANSTRAUSS: I think the amount of attentionthat has
been given to it, and the statementsthat have been made by
people who ought to know better that it was ridiculous,that it
was misleading,and that it was false ought to be correctedat
as early a date as we can do it.

COMMISSIONERLIBBY: I would like to have it correctedin
a non-controversialfashion,without referenceto it, just as a
matter of getting the record straight,and making it clear that
there is no argumentin the Commissionon the fact, and just
generallymake that completelyclear. I think the sooner the
better. Maybe we could do it if there were draft announcements
circulatedto us. If we canlt agree, we will leave it to
September.

CHAIRMANSTRAUSS: Will you be here tomorrow?

COMMISSIONERMUIWIY: I will be here for a while. I am
not moving in a hurry that you have to get it out tomorrow
night.

CHAIRMANSTRAUSS: Suppose the rest of us wish to do it?

COMMISSIONERMURRAY: Then you go ahead to do it, and I will
have the same chance to comment that I was not consulted.

CHAIRMANSTRAUSS: You will not be able to say you were not
consulted.

COMMISSIONERMURRAY: Yes, I will.

CHAIRMANSTRAUSS: You probablywill.

COMMISSIONERMURRAY: I was not consultedproperlyand
given enough time to considerthe situation. You bring this
thin~ up at 20 minutes to seven on Thursdaynight, and we are
goin~ to disbandtomorrow,and you want to get out a new state-
ment on a clean bomb that is non-controversial.

COMMISSIONERLIBBY: How about circulating? Could you draft
one? How about you draftingit?

CHAIRMANSTRAUSS: Yes, that is an idea.

COMMISSIONERLIBBY: And circulateit. It Is not classified.
We can put our scribbleson it.

COMMISSIONERMURRAY: I wou,ldbe willing to take a chance
to draft something.

CHAIRMANSTRAUSS: That is fine.

COMMISSIONERMURRAY: Sure.

CHAIRMANSTRAUSS: I will wait here until you finish it
tomorrow.

COMMISSIONERMURRAY: No, I will not do it tomorrow.
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CHAIRMANSTRAUSS: I will do one tomorrow.

COMMISSIONERLIBBY: I will not be here tomorrow.

CHAIRMANSTRAUSS: When will we do it, when you come back?

COMMISSIONERLIBBY: How about circulatingit in the mall?

CHAIRMANSTRAUSS: It is all right with me. Issuingor not
issuing it is all right with me. This was your suggestion,Bill
I thought it was a good one. I don*t care. The m~srePresen~a-
tion will follow regardlessof what we say. I would like to
get It out because I think the record does need clarification.
liedid say that operationalfactorshad somethingto do with it,
which is right, and that was seizedupon as the whole secret of
this, that we had not done a thing.

COMMISSIONERMURRAY: Bill suggeststhat I try to draft one
and circulateIt next week.

COMMISSIONERVANCE: It didn’t fool Bill Lawrence, He got
it right. I would like to make this suggestion,which I
alreadymade to Dr. Libby. I think if another is coming out
on this subject that the best and most effectiveway to get it
out would be for Bill, who is going to California,to go up to
Berkeley while he is out in California,and deliver a speech
up there to some organization.

COMMISSIONERLIBBY: YOU flatterme.

COMMISSIONERVANCE: And let it be a scientificpresentation
and not an ordinarypublic release.

COMMISSIONERLIBBY: The trouble is that I donlt have an
Invitationto speak at the moment. I give G speechbefore the
ChemicalSociety in 13erlceleyon the lsth of August, I donlt
know that is a good audience.

CHAIRMANSTRAUSS: I think if we ought to do it at all, it
ought to be done promptly.

COMMISSIONERLIJ3BY:Supposewe considera press relearn
which Mr. Murray will dr~.ftand circulateto us next week.

COMMISSIONERMURRAY: All right.

CHAIRMANSTRAUSS: I will prepare one and I will circulate.-
it be?ore that.

COMMISSIONERMURRAY: I thought yOU
do it.

CHAIRMANSTFUIUSS:I will circulate
can have the benefit of my opus.

were going to let me

it before that and you

COMMISSIONERLIBBY:

CHAIRMANSTRAUSS: I

COMMISSIONERMURRAY:
say I will buy yours.

Fine.

didn!t Bay I would buy your draft.

I appreciatethat. Neither did I
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CHAIRMANSTRAUSS: I know you wonrt. I am quite convinced
of It.

COMMISSIONERMURRAY: Is this all tonight? How is it left?

COMMISSIONERLIBBY: I guess there are going to be two
drafts.

COMMISSIONERMURRAY: I want to find out whether I am on
public notice whether a statementis going to be made and when.

CHAIRMANSTRAUSS: You are on this public notice. I am by
law the spokesmanfor the Commission,

COMMISSIONERMURRAY: That IS right.

CHAIRMANSTRAUSS: This happens to be a matter which is in
the open.,. I could go out five minutes from now and make a state-
ment, if I wished to, and be completelyin the clear,without
consultinganyway. I donlt intend to do that, I never have.
You had an opportunityto be consultedat the last one, You
left the meeting.

COMMISSIONERMURRAY: I did not have an opportunity.

CHAIRMANSTRAUSS: Let me finish. We sent for you,

COMMISSIONERMURRAY: You did not send for me.

CHAIRMANSTRAUSS: That is a direct lie. Me sent for You
and neither you nor your messengerreturnedto the meet~.ng.

COMMISSIONERMURRAY: You did not send for me. I had no
idea. It was not a Commissionmeeting.

CHAIRMANSTRAUSS: Mr. McCOO1, did you hear Mr. Hallinan
told to notify ltr.Murray what we were discuss:l~?

COMMISSIONERMURRAY: That last part, what were you
discussing?

CHAIRMANSTRAUSS: Did you hear it or not?

MR. McCOOL: I turned to Mr. Hallinanand Suggestedthat
Mr. Murray should be here for the discussion.

COMMISSIONERMURRAY: Does that clear up that point?

CHAIRMANSTRAUSS: Let me finish my statement.

Furthermore,you knew that a statementwas to be made by
the Presidenton the subject.

COMMISSIONERMURRAY: No.

CHAIRMANSTRAUSS: Wait a moment. It was read to you in
an executivesessionin my office,and the minutes show it.
That is a fact in front of a stack of Bibles.
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COMMISSIONERMURRAY: I had notice that you intendedto try
to get the Presidentto make a statement.

CHAIRMANSTRAUSS: That is right.

COMMISSIONERMURRAY: You read that statementinto the
. record.

CHAIRMANSTRAUSS: That is right.
.,

COMMISSIONERMURRAY: You then reportedback that somebody,
ShermanAdams or somebody,had determinedthe statementshouldnot
be made by the President,and that is where it was left.

going
,.

CHAIRMANSTRAUSS: Yes,

COMMISSIONERMURRAY: No indicationat all of what was
to happen, .-

CHAIRMANSTRAUSS: Then you left the meeting.

COMMISSIONERMURRAY: No. This was two days before.

CHAIRMANSTRAUSS: At which I reportedthat it had been
decidedat the White House that the statementwas to be made by
me, and the statementwas made by me.

COMMISSIONERMURRAY: I dontt want to say as usual, but you
are just turning this thing around. I had no notice of it, and
you made no attempt to get In touch with me. YOU have all kinds
of opportunitiesto call me, to clear with me. I had left the
building,

CHAIRMANSTRAUSS: And went home while we were still
discussingbusiness. You said you were at home.

COMMISSIONERMURRAY: That Is right.

CHAIRMANSTRAUSS: That is a f’lnetiay to dischargeyour
duties as a Commissioner,

COMMISSIONERMURRAY: That is fine. Did you ever do that?

CHAIRMANSTRAUSS: Did Mr. Halllnan let you know?

COMMISSIONERMURRAY: No, He didnlt know what the subject
was.

CHAIRMANSTRAUSS: Did he ask to get you back?

COMMISSIONERMURRAY: No. I was told Monday morning.

CHAIRMANSTRAUSS: I would say that was a derelictionon
his part.

COMMISSIONERMURRAY: I clon!tthink it was at all. I still
think he is a pretty Good man.

CHAIRMANSTRAUSS: I am sure you do. He servesyou well.

* ** + * +* + * **
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