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fﬁ; 1298th AEC 3e Use of WAGS at Operation HARDTACK (pp, 29-40) "
’% ‘Meeting . '

7-31-57 The Commisslon discussed the pesslble use of speciaiiy

equipped obsole®te naval vessels (VAGS) af Operation HARDTACK

‘test avea, General Starbird referred to a lcttergfrdm the

Director of Testing, Los Alamos Scientific Laboratoﬁy

Director of Militaryv Application, stating tha® in his opinion ‘

e\

‘g 8’\“5&1: the use of YAGS to collect fallout data shoulcd have The lowest
% E °2 pricrity in the fallout program for Operation HARDTACK, (See
Bk \J‘ AEC 952/9), General Starbind also pointed out that the Navy
é E pi intends to put these ships into mothball conditlion during
é § 7 ?& Avgust or early September. Therzsfore 1t is nzcessary Loy AEC
 § E("g to indicate at the nresent time whether it wishes o use
& o Uiy several of these ships during Orevation HEARDTACK. If a decision
E% XQ‘Q to use the ships were made after theyv were placed 1In mothball
E% t:h\ condltion, it would cost betwesn one and two million dcllars to ff
S ;2' recondition them for duty and operate them during the test. k
§§ gé Mr, Libby said he believed it is =xtremely impcrtant that i
g% Eé AEC concuct an exacting and thorough study of the fallout from
=L

peration HARDTACK and, that in hils opinion, this would be

impossible without the use of a number of YAGS to record fallout

il

data and to serve as surface calibration points. for air

participaving in the fallout sampling.
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f R | In résponue to a question by Mr, Strauss, Generallstar
sald the budget for Operation HARDTACK was such that the
increased cost of using VYAGS in the fallout program would
necessltate dispensing with at least one test of a weapons
device, Mr, Libby said he would favor this curtailment 1f 1t
were necessary 1ln order to obtain the YAGS for use in tke fallou®
study. General Starbilrd said he believed that the addiltion of
only a few YAGS to the fallout program would not lncrease the

accuracy of the study. To carry out a surface sampling‘prqgr'ﬂ,_w

. equivalent to tha* of Operation REDWING in 1956 “he said WO)

atations, and would 2ost abt Jeass fivs million dollars. 
Mr, Strauss observed that until the Commission has had
an opportunity to review a comprehensive report on the fallout
study program planned for Cperation HARDTACK, if would be
difficult to reach a decision on one part of that program.
After further discussion, Mr, Strauss suggested, and the other
Commissicners agreed; that he should contact Admiral Mumma of
the Navy Bureau of Ships and request a postponement of sixty

tc ninty deys of the mothballiing of the YAGS, so that the Com-

3,; o mission might have additlonal time to conslder whether they

shculd be used during Operation HARDTACK,




